
mchenry county historical society &
museum
mchenry county historical society & museum serves as a vital institution
dedicated to preserving and showcasing the rich history and cultural heritage
of McHenry County, Illinois. Established with the mission to collect,
preserve, and interpret artifacts and historical records, the society and
museum provide invaluable resources for researchers, educators, residents,
and visitors alike. This article explores the origins, collections,
educational programs, and community involvement of the McHenry County
Historical Society & Museum, highlighting its role in fostering historical
awareness and appreciation. From its extensive archives and exhibits to its
active outreach initiatives, the organization plays a crucial part in
maintaining the county’s historical narrative. Readers will gain insight into
how the museum operates, the types of collections it houses, and the ways it
contributes to local heritage preservation. The following sections outline
key aspects of the McHenry County Historical Society & Museum.

History and Mission of the McHenry County Historical Society & Museum

Collections and Exhibits

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

Visiting Information and Resources

History and Mission of the McHenry County
Historical Society & Museum

The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum was founded with the primary
goal of preserving the unique history of McHenry County and making it
accessible to the public. Since its inception, the institution has dedicated
itself to collecting artifacts, documents, photographs, and oral histories
that reflect the diverse experiences of the county’s residents. The society's
mission emphasizes education, preservation, and interpretation of historical
materials to foster a deeper understanding of the region’s development over
time.

Founding and Development

Established in the mid-20th century, the McHenry County Historical Society &



Museum began as a grassroots effort by local historians and community members
passionate about safeguarding their heritage. Over the decades, the
organization has expanded its facilities and collections, moving into a
dedicated museum space that allows for public exhibitions and research
activities. The society has built strong partnerships with local government,
schools, and cultural organizations to enhance its impact.

Mission and Objectives

The core mission of the McHenry County Historical Society & Museum is to
collect, preserve, and share the history of McHenry County through a variety
of mediums. Objectives include:

Preserving artifacts and archival materials relevant to the county’s
history

Providing educational programs and exhibits to engage diverse audiences

Supporting scholarly research and local historians

Encouraging community involvement in historical preservation efforts

Promoting awareness of the county’s cultural and historical significance

Collections and Exhibits

The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum houses a comprehensive
collection that documents the county’s history from its early settlement
through modern times. The museum’s exhibits and archives serve as a
repository of knowledge, preserving the stories, artifacts, and traditions
that define the region.

Permanent Exhibits

The museum features permanent exhibits that showcase key themes in McHenry
County’s history, including pioneer life, agriculture, industry, and social
developments. These exhibits incorporate original artifacts, photographs, and
interpretive panels that provide context and narrative for visitors. Notable
permanent displays include early settler tools, vintage clothing, and
historical maps.



Special and Rotating Exhibits

In addition to permanent collections, the McHenry County Historical Society &
Museum curates special and rotating exhibits that highlight specific topics,
anniversaries, or community stories. These temporary exhibits allow the
museum to present fresh perspectives and engage visitors with new material
regularly. Examples include exhibits on local veterans, immigrant
communities, and historic architecture.

Archival Collections

The society maintains an extensive archival collection of documents,
photographs, newspapers, and genealogical records. These archives are
invaluable for researchers, genealogists, and anyone interested in the
detailed history of McHenry County. The archives include:

County and township records

Personal letters and diaries

Business and organizational records

Oral histories and recorded interviews

Historic newspapers and publications

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

Education and community involvement are central to the mission of the McHenry
County Historical Society & Museum. The organization offers a range of
programs designed to educate the public and foster a connection to the
county’s heritage.

School and Youth Programs

The museum partners with local schools to provide curriculum-aligned
educational programs and field trips. These initiatives introduce students to
regional history through interactive exhibits, workshops, and guided tours.
Topics often include pioneer life, Native American history, and the
development of local industries.



Lectures and Workshops

The historical society regularly hosts lectures, seminars, and workshops led
by historians, authors, and experts. These events cover a broad spectrum of
historical themes relevant to McHenry County and the broader region,
promoting lifelong learning and community dialogue.

Volunteer and Membership Opportunities

Volunteers play a vital role in the operations of the McHenry County
Historical Society & Museum. Members and volunteers assist with collections
management, event planning, research support, and outreach activities.
Membership benefits include access to special events, newsletters, and
opportunities to contribute to preservation efforts.

Visiting Information and Resources

The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum is open to the public,
welcoming visitors interested in exploring the county’s history. The museum
provides various resources to enhance the visitor experience and support
research activities.

Location and Hours

The museum is conveniently located within McHenry County and maintains
regular visiting hours to accommodate individuals, families, and groups.
Information on specific opening times and seasonal schedules is available
through the society’s official communications.

Research Services

Researchers and genealogists can access the museum’s archives by appointment.
The staff offers assistance with locating materials and conducting historical
research. This service supports academic work, family history projects, and
community investigations.

Events and Exhibitions Calendar



The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum maintains a calendar of
upcoming events, including exhibit openings, public lectures, and community
celebrations. These events provide opportunities for engagement and learning,
attracting diverse audiences interested in local history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main exhibits at the McHenry County
Historical Society & Museum?
The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum features exhibits on local
history, including pioneer life, Native American artifacts, agricultural
heritage, and historical photographs and documents related to McHenry County.

Where is the McHenry County Historical Society &
Museum located?
The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum is located in Union, Illinois,
serving as a center for preserving and showcasing the history of McHenry
County.

What are the visiting hours of the McHenry County
Historical Society & Museum?
Visiting hours for the McHenry County Historical Society & Museum typically
vary by season, but it is generally open on weekends and by appointment. It
is recommended to check their official website or contact them directly for
the most current hours.

Does the McHenry County Historical Society & Museum
offer educational programs?
Yes, the McHenry County Historical Society & Museum offers educational
programs for schools, community groups, and families, including guided tours,
workshops, and special events focused on local history and heritage.

How can I become a member of the McHenry County
Historical Society?
You can become a member of the McHenry County Historical Society by signing
up through their official website or visiting the museum. Membership benefits
often include newsletters, event invitations, and discounts on programs and
merchandise.



Are there any upcoming events at the McHenry County
Historical Society & Museum?
The McHenry County Historical Society & Museum regularly hosts events such as
historical lectures, craft fairs, seasonal celebrations, and heritage days.
For the latest event schedule, it is best to visit their official website or
follow their social media channels.

Can I donate artifacts or historical items to the
McHenry County Historical Society & Museum?
Yes, the McHenry County Historical Society & Museum accepts donations of
artifacts, documents, and memorabilia related to McHenry County history.
Donors are encouraged to contact the museum staff in advance to discuss the
suitability and process for donations.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of the Prairie: A History of McHenry County
This book offers a comprehensive overview of McHenry County’s development
from its early settlement days to the present. It explores the social,
economic, and cultural changes that shaped the region. Richly illustrated
with photographs and maps, it provides readers with a vivid sense of the
county’s heritage.

2. McHenry County Historical Society: Guardians of the Past
Detailing the founding and evolution of the McHenry County Historical
Society, this book highlights the organization’s efforts in preserving local
history. It includes stories about key figures, landmark preservation
projects, and the establishment of the museum. Readers gain insight into the
society’s role in community education and heritage conservation.

3. Farming and Industry in McHenry County: From Roots to Modernity
This volume traces the agricultural and industrial history of McHenry County,
showcasing how these sectors influenced the county’s growth. It discusses
innovations, major farms, and factories that once defined the local economy.
Historical photographs and personal anecdotes bring the narrative to life.

4. Historic Homes and Architecture of McHenry County
Focusing on the architectural heritage of McHenry County, this book documents
notable historic homes and buildings preserved by the Historical Society and
museum. It highlights architectural styles, construction techniques, and the
stories behind these landmarks. The book serves as a guide for history
enthusiasts and architecture lovers alike.

5. Voices from the Past: Oral Histories of McHenry County
This collection presents firsthand accounts and oral histories from longtime
residents of McHenry County. Preserved by the Historical Society, these



narratives offer unique perspectives on everyday life, significant events,
and community changes over the decades. The book is a valuable resource for
understanding the human side of local history.

6. McHenry County Museums: Treasures and Tales
Exploring the exhibits and collections housed within the McHenry County
Historical Society & Museum, this book highlights key artifacts and their
stories. It delves into the significance of each exhibit and how they
contribute to preserving the county’s heritage. The book invites readers to
discover the richness of McHenry County’s past through its museum.

7. The Railroads of McHenry County: Tracks Through Time
This title examines the impact of railroads on the development of McHenry
County, detailing the construction, operation, and legacy of local rail
lines. It covers how railroads affected commerce, population growth, and
community connections. Illustrated with historical maps and photographs, it
is an essential read for transportation history buffs.

8. Immigrant Stories: Shaping McHenry County’s Identity
Focusing on the immigrant communities that settled in McHenry County, this
book explores their contributions to the cultural and economic fabric of the
region. It includes personal stories, cultural traditions, and challenges
faced by immigrants. The book underscores the diversity and resilience that
define McHenry County’s history.

9. Preserving the Past: The Role of the McHenry County Historical Society &
Museum
This work provides an in-depth look at the preservation efforts led by the
Historical Society and museum, including restoration projects, archival work,
and educational programs. It emphasizes the importance of historical
preservation in maintaining community identity. Readers learn about the
ongoing mission and future goals of the society.
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and how they could be built in as little as two days, are fully described. Also included is a listing that
documents the location, model, color and various other particulars of the roughly 2,500 houses
completed.
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multi-functional reference is a useful tool to find information about history-related organizations and
programs and to contact those working in history across the country.
  mchenry county historical society museum: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition
Elizabeth Petty Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there
in the world of genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help
me? Where do I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book
answers these questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you
access to all the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone
numbers, fax numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent
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  mchenry county historical society museum: Woodstock Nancy L. Baker, 2006 Welcome to
Woodstock, a picturesque Victorian town built around a town square. Originally called Centerville,
Woodstock was selected as the county seat of McHenry County in 1843 because of its location
almost exactly in the center of the county. Over the decades, Woodstock has welcomed those who
came to conduct personal, legal, and civic business on the Woodstock square, to work in
Woodstock's typewriter, die casting, and other factories, to attend theatrical productions at the
opera house and band concerts in the park. Woodstock residents and those from surrounding towns
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them home and celebrate their safe return, to mourn those who gave their lives, and to honor all
who served.
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churches, people create displays to tell the histories that matter to them. Much of this history is
personal: family history, community history, history of a trade, or the history of something



considered less than genteel. It is often history based on the historical record, but also based on
feelings, beliefs, and memory. It is neglected history. Private History in Public is about those history
exhibits that complicate the public/private dichotomy, exhibits that serve to explain communities,
families, and individuals to outsiders and tie insiders together through a shared narrative of
historical experience. Tammy S. Gordon looks beyond the large professionalized museum exhibits
that have dominated scholarship in museum studies and public history and offers a new way of
understanding the broad spectrum of exhibition types in the United States.
  mchenry county historical society museum: Nomenclature 3.0 for Museum Cataloging
Nomenclature Committee, 2010 Third edition of Robert G. Chenhall's system for classifying
man-made objects.
  mchenry county historical society museum: Directory of Illinois Museums , 2004
  mchenry county historical society museum: John Mills Van Osdel, Architect, and his
Chicago Burtram Collver Hopkins II, There is no question that Chicago is an architecturally
significant city. But before Louis Henry Sullivan, John Wellborn Root, and Frank Lloyd Wright,
before modernism, there lived a man whose designs built it from the ground up. Written by his
descendant, retired architect Burtram C. Hopkins II, more than a century later, this book traces the
incredible mark left on Chicago by architect John Mills Van Osdel—a mark tragically largely wiped
out by the Great Fire of 1871. From the time he arrived in 1837 to his death in 1891, Van Osdel
watched the city swell from a village of around a thousand people to a bustling metropolis of
hundreds of thousands. Though his name is little known today, he played a crucial role in
establishing architecture as a discipline in Chicago, drafting the Chicago Architect's Code (one of
the first of its kind), laying the groundwork for the skyscrapers that would become the hallmark of
the First Chicago School of Architecture, and contributing hundreds of architecturally significant
structures to the growing urban landscape—as well as countless more (some still surviving) in other
parts of Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Michigan, and Arkansas. Van Osdel's impact would reverberate in
large part through his family, many of whom themselves pursued architectural and artistic
careers—including his nephew and business partner, John Mills Van Osdel II. This truly encyclopedic
book traces this inheritance, with a section on Van Osdel II, doubling as both an architectural history
and a work of family genealogy. Vast in scope and exhaustively detailed, it is sure to make an
invaluable addition to the shelves of anyone interested in this powerhouse of American architecture
and his influential family, who helped transform Chicago from a frontier town on Lake Michigan to
the capital of industry it is today.
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