mcwane science center parking

mcwane science center parking is a key consideration for visitors planning a trip to this popular
educational attraction in Birmingham, Alabama. Convenient and accessible parking options enhance
the overall visitor experience by providing easy access to the center’s engaging exhibits and
interactive activities. This article explores the various parking facilities available near the McWane
Science Center, including on-site and nearby public parking solutions. It also covers important
details such as parking fees, hours of operation, accessibility features, and tips for a hassle-free visit.
Understanding the parking arrangements can help guests better plan their visit and avoid common
inconveniences. The following sections will offer a comprehensive guide covering all aspects of
parking at the McWane Science Center.

e Overview of McWane Science Center Parking Options
¢ On-Site Parking Facilities

e Nearby Public Parking Garages and Lots

e Parking Fees and Payment Methods

e Accessibility and Special Parking Accommodations

e Tips for Efficient Parking and Transportation

Overview of McWane Science Center Parking Options

Visitors to the McWane Science Center have multiple parking options that cater to different
preferences and budgets. The center is located in downtown Birmingham, an area with several
parking garages, surface lots, and street parking spaces. Understanding these options in advance
allows visitors to choose the most convenient and cost-effective solution for their needs. The
McWane Science Center also provides certain parking amenities specifically for guests, including
designated spaces for disabled visitors. This section provides a broad view of available parking
opportunities and sets the foundation for more detailed information on each option.

On-Site Parking Facilities

McWane Science Center Parking Garage

The McWane Science Center offers an on-site parking garage that is immediately adjacent to the
facility, providing visitors with direct access to the center. This garage is the most convenient
parking option for those who prioritize proximity. It features multiple levels with ample space,
though availability can vary depending on special events or peak visiting times. The garage is
equipped with security measures including lighting and surveillance cameras to ensure the safety of



vehicles and patrons.

Parking Garage Features

The on-site garage includes:

e Multiple entry and exit points to reduce wait times
e Elevators and stairwells connecting directly to the science center entrance
e Designated spaces for electric vehicle charging stations

¢ Clearly marked accessible parking spaces near elevators

Nearby Public Parking Garages and Lots

Downtown Birmingham Parking Facilities

In addition to the McWane Science Center parking garage, several public parking garages and
surface lots are located within walking distance. These options often provide more affordable rates
and may offer extended hours. Popular garages include the Richard Arrington Jr. Garage, the 20th
Street Parking Deck, and several metered lots scattered throughout the downtown area. Visitors
should consider these alternatives during busy periods or when the on-site garage is full.

Street Parking and Metered Spaces

Street parking is available around the McWane Science Center, though it is subject to time limits
and metered fees. These spaces are ideal for short visits or for those who prefer to park closer to
nearby restaurants and shops. It is important to observe posted signage regarding parking
restrictions to avoid fines or towing.

Parking Fees and Payment Methods

Understanding the cost of parking at and near the McWane Science Center helps visitors budget
effectively for their trip. Fees vary depending on the parking facility, the length of stay, and the day
of the week. The on-site garage typically charges a flat hourly rate with a maximum daily fee.
Nearby garages may offer discounted evening or weekend rates. Payment methods are designed to
be convenient and include cash, credit/debit cards, and mobile payment apps.



Accessibility and Special Parking Accommodations

Accessible Parking Spaces

The McWane Science Center ensures compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) by
providing designated accessible parking spaces both in the on-site garage and nearby lots. These
spaces are located close to building entrances and feature wider stalls and ramps for ease of use.
Visitors with valid disability permits can utilize these spaces without additional fees.

Additional Accessibility Services

Beyond parking, the center offers accessibility services such as wheelchair rentals and accessible
routes within the facility. Parking attendants are available to assist visitors who may need help
finding appropriate parking or require other accommodations during their visit.

Tips for Efficient Parking and Transportation

To make the most of the McWane Science Center parking experience, visitors should consider
planning their arrival times to avoid peak hours, especially during weekends and school holidays.
Arriving early ensures better availability in preferred parking areas. Additionally, using public
transportation or ride-sharing services can be a practical alternative to parking, reducing the stress
of finding a spot in busy downtown Birmingham.

e Check the McWane Science Center’s website or contact the information desk for real-time
parking updates.

 Utilize parking apps to reserve spots in advance if available.
¢ Consider carpooling to reduce parking demand and environmental impact.

¢ Bring exact change or a payment card to expedite parking fee transactions.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is there parking available at McWane Science Center?

Yes, McWane Science Center offers on-site parking for visitors in a designated parking garage
adjacent to the center.



How much does parking cost at McWane Science Center?

Parking fees at McWane Science Center vary but typically range from $5 to $10 per visit, depending
on the duration and special events.

Are there any free parking options near McWane Science
Center?

Free parking near McWane Science Center is limited, but some nearby street parking may be free
during certain hours. Visitors should check local signage for restrictions.

Is the McWane Science Center parking garage wheelchair
accessible?

Yes, the parking garage at McWane Science Center is wheelchair accessible with designated
accessible parking spaces close to the entrance.

Can I reserve parking in advance at McWane Science Center?

Currently, McWane Science Center does not offer advance parking reservations; parking is available
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Are there any electric vehicle charging stations at McWane
Science Center parking?

As of now, McWane Science Center’s parking garage does not have electric vehicle charging
stations.

What are the parking garage hours at McWane Science
Center?

The parking garage typically opens an hour before the Science Center opens and closes an hour
after it closes, but hours may vary based on events.

Is overnight parking allowed at McWane Science Center
parking garage?

Overnight parking is generally not allowed at McWane Science Center’s parking garage unless
special arrangements are made.

Additional Resources

1. Parking Solutions at McWane Science Center: A Comprehensive Guide

This book explores the various parking options available at the McWane Science Center, detailing
the layout, pricing, and accessibility features. It includes tips for visitors on how to find the best
parking spots during peak hours and special events. Additionally, it covers future plans for parking



expansions and sustainability initiatives.

2. Navigating McWane Science Center: Parking and Transportation Tips

Designed for first-time visitors, this guide offers practical advice on parking logistics and alternative
transportation methods to the McWane Science Center. It highlights nearby parking garages, street
parking regulations, and public transit routes. The book also provides insider tips to avoid parking
hassles and maximize your visit experience.

3. The Impact of Parking on Visitor Experience at McWane Science Center

This analytical book examines how parking availability and convenience affect visitor satisfaction at
the McWane Science Center. It includes surveys, case studies, and expert opinions on parking
management strategies. The book aims to help center administrators improve parking infrastructure
and visitor flow.

4. Eco-Friendly Parking Initiatives at McWane Science Center

Focusing on sustainability, this book discusses the green parking solutions implemented at the
McWane Science Center. Topics include electric vehicle charging stations, permeable paving, and
incentives for carpooling. It also outlines how these efforts contribute to the center’s overall
environmental goals.

5. History of McWane Science Center Parking: From Past to Present

Delving into the evolution of parking facilities at the McWane Science Center, this book traces
developments from the center’s opening to current-day arrangements. It features archival
photographs, planning documents, and interviews with key personnel involved in parking
management. Readers gain insight into how parking needs have changed over time.

6. Accessible Parking at McWane Science Center: A Visitor's Guide

This handbook provides detailed information on accessible parking options at the McWane Science
Center for visitors with disabilities. It covers location, permit requirements, and proximity to main
entrances. The book also includes advice on navigating the center with mobility aids and other
accessibility resources.

7. Event Parking Strategies at McWane Science Center

Focusing on special events and large gatherings, this book outlines effective parking strategies
employed by the McWane Science Center. It discusses coordination with local authorities, temporary
signage, and shuttle services. Event planners and visitors alike will find valuable information to
ensure smooth parking experiences during busy times.

8. Technology and Innovation in McWane Science Center Parking Management

This book explores the role of technology in optimizing parking operations at the McWane Science
Center. Topics include mobile payment systems, real-time space availability apps, and automated
parking guidance. The book highlights how innovation enhances convenience and reduces
congestion for visitors.

9. Visitor Stories: Parking Experiences at McWane Science Center

A collection of personal anecdotes and stories from visitors about their parking experiences at the
McWane Science Center. From humorous mishaps to helpful discoveries, this book offers a human
perspective on the challenges and joys of parking. It serves as both an entertaining read and a
source of practical tips.
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mcwane science center parking: Memories of Downtown Birmingham Tim Hollis,
2014-03-18 The bright lights of Birmingham's theater and retail district have shone over the Magic
City for nearly one hundred years during the good times and the bad. During the early 1900s, small
businesses, largely founded by immigrants who arrived in Birmingham with almost nothing,
exploded into immensely popular shopping and entertainment destinations. The stories of
entrepreneurs and immigrants like Louis Pizitz and his business rival, Adolph Loveman, exemplify
the kind of rags-to-riches tales that make up much of the city's character. The theaters in the
district, some with themed restrooms, inspired the head of Paramount Pictures to dub Birmingham's
Alabama Theatre the Showplace of the South. Author Tim Hollis celebrates and revives the spirit of
the beloved department stores and famous theaters from the era of silent movies to the days of
integration and change to today.

mcwane science center parking: Five-Star Trails: Birmingham Thomas M. Spencer,
2014-08-18 In the first decade of the 21st century, Birmingham is building again on its natural
resources, but this time it's not to fire steel-making smokestacks. Instead, where railroads ran and
mines once burrowed into mountains, the healed landscape is being repurposed for hiking and
biking. New and expanding venues around the city are providing more opportunities not only to get
outside and exercise but also to appreciate the labor and industry that built the city. In Five-Star
Trails: Birmingham local author Thomas Spencer leads readers to some of the best hikes around the
city. Within a short drive from Birmingham, you can find yourself on an Appalachian mountain peak
or on the banks of the Cahaba River as it broadens to snake through the Coastal Plain. You can visit
old growth forest in the Sipsey Wilderness or hike down into the Grand Canyon of the East at Little
River Canyon. And that's only the start. Across this landscape, you'll find a level of diversity of plant
and animal species, some rare and endangered, that rivals anywhere in the North America.

mcwane science center parking: See Alabama First Tim Hollis, 2013-03-12 Tourism in the
Southeast is often associated with Florida--a state that essentially defined the industry in America.
Yet Alabama has a fascinating history of tourism all its own. It all began with an enterprising
politician. In 1916, John Hollis Bankhead went to great lengths to ensure that one of America's first
transcontinental highways went directly through Alabama. Though it was a less efficient route for
highway travelers, it marked the birth of Alabama's fledgling tourism industry, which grew
exponentially with each passing decade. Since he was a boy, author Tim Hollis has traveled from the
Shoals to the coast and amassed an unrivaled knowledge of Alabama tourism. From restored and
preserved historic destinations to campy tourist traps and outrageous roadside attractions, this is
the complete story of tourism in Alabama.

mcwane science center parking: Fodor's Essential South Fodor's, Inc. Staff Fodor's Travel
Publications, 2009-10-06 With the Carolinas, Georgia, Tennessee, the Gulf Coast & other top spots in
10 states--Cover.

mcwane science center parking: Christimas in Birmingham Tim Hollis, 2021-07-26 For
decades, the Christmas season in Birmingham was not complete without the sights and sounds of
the retail district. During the season, the Magic City made magic with elaborate light displays and
the Living Christmas Tree in Woodrow Wilson Park. Many remember the battling Santas of
Loveman's and Pizitz, each vying for the hearts of the community. The elaborate Enchanted Forest
dazzled shoppers on the sixth floor at Pizitz. In the 1940s, more than 200,000 people lined the
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streets each year to make merry for the Christmas Carnival parade. Author and local historian Tim
Hollis celebrates the happy history of Birmingham's holiday season, reviving the traditions and
festivities, the food and shopping of days gone by.

mcwane science center parking: Children's Museums Joann Norris, 2009-03-20 In this
guidebook to childrens museums in the United States, more than 200 contemporary museums,
science centers, and discovery centers are listed along with brief descriptions and important contact
information. All of the museums listed offer educational programs or activities tailored specifically to
children, including permanent childrens displays and interactive, hands-on exhibits.

mcwane science center parking: Convene , 1999-02

mcwane science center parking: False Friend Andrew Grant, 2017-08-01 The second
installment in the extraordinary Cooper Devereaux mystery thriller series, which combines the
atmosphere of James Lee Burke and Craig Johnson with the noir brilliance of Robert Crais An
arsonist is targeting schools in Birmingham, Alabama—with devastating effect. Detective
Devereaux—a man you can’t quite trust and should never ignore—must put a stop to the elusive
pyromaniac’s reign of terror before more damage is done. Or worse, before students’ lives are lost.
But as Devereaux sifts through the ashes of the case, a grisly discovery at a burned-out school sends
the investigation spiraling in a new, terrifying direction. The detective and his partner are dragged
into a nightmare world by revelations of gruesome rituals, the disappearance of local citizens, and
allegations against city officials of shocking crimes that stretch back decades. With innocent lives on
the line, progress is hampered by friction between the police department and the FBI, and
interference from factions of the local underworld complicate matters further. Devereaux doesn’t
make excuses for his willingness to work outside the lines, but just as he needs to be at the top of his
game, he’s rocked by echoes from his troubled past that threaten to engulf his daughter and
girlfriend—and fracture the life he’s only recently begun to rebuild. Praise for False Friend “The
second installment starring [Detective Cooper] Devereaux is a suspenseful action-packed drama that
is sure to please fans of the series and mystery/thriller lovers alike. As a stand-alone, it will inspire
newcomers to seek out the first book.”—Library Journal “An incendiary thriller . . . Cooper is
solid—decent, flawed, and entertaining.”—Kirkus Reviews Praise for Andrew Grant’s RUN “An
adrenaline-fueled thrill ride that will have your head spinning and your heart pounding.”—Joseph
Finder “High stakes, high tension, and nonstop action . . . Hang on and enjoy this smart, original,
and fast-paced adventure.”—Hank Phillippi Ryan “Relentless, twisty, and blistering fast, it’s a book
you don’t dare start at bedtime.”—Sean Chercover “A whizbang of a novel with just the right dose of
smart-ass.”—Chelsea Cain “Breathtakingly fast-paced.”—Harlan Coben “A perfect thriller—smart,
fast, and blazing with nonstop surprises.”—Robert Crais

mcwane science center parking: Vintage Birmingham Signs Tim Hollis, 2008-04-21 Most
people do not stop to realize how many of their fond memories involve advertising signs. Although
these neon spectaculars, billboards, and even signs painted directly onto brick walls were created
expressly to persuade customers to buy products or patronize businesses, many such signs remained
in place for so long that they became beloved landmarks in their own right. For Images of America:
Vintage Birmingham Signs, Tim Hollis has scoured the archives of Birminghams former sign
companies, as well as other private collections, to compile some of the best remembered or most
obscure signs that dotted the urban and suburban landscape. Here readers will again see the Buffalo
Rock bottle pouring its ginger ale into a glass, the Golden Flake clown smiling down at passersby,
the Barbers milk clock at the Five Points South intersection, and many more. Through these vintage
photographs, readers can once again visit such once-thriving destinations as Eastwood Mall, Burger
in a Hurry, and the Kiddieland amusement park.

mcwane science center parking: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2009

mcwane science center parking: Exploring Wild Alabama Kenneth M. Wills, L. J. Davenport,
2016-09-20 The most comprehensive guide available to Alabama's publicly accessible natural
destinations

mcwane science center parking: The Meeting Professional , 1999




mcwane science center parking: Successful Meetings , 2000-07

mcwane science center parking: Loveman's Tim Hollis, 2012-07-31 In an era when local
department stores still thrived, Birmingham shoppers had different stores from which to choose. But
when customers sought more than bargain prices, when they demanded unparalleled quality and
outright luxury, they chose Loveman's. The first store opened in Birmingham in 1887, and the chain
eventually grew to include locations in Huntsville and Montgomery, embracing those from
throughout the state who valued an upscale shopping experience. Weathering the Great Depression,
a devastating fire that destroyed the original location in 1934 and historic civil rights protests in the
early 1960s, Loveman's proved to be an enduring name through many eras of change until finally
closing its doors in 1980. Now, Birmingham historian Tim Hollis chronicles the sterling history of
this celebrated store's commitment to excellence.

mcwane science center parking: Woodall's ... North America Campground Directory ,
2006
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mcwane science center parking: Fodor's the South, 27th Edition Fodor's, 2003 The guide
for all budgets, where to stay, eat, and explore on and off the beaten path.
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