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mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois stands as a vital institution preserving
and showcasing the rich heritage of McLean County and its surrounding areas. Located in
Bloomington, Illinois, this museum offers visitors an in-depth exploration of the region’s cultural,
social, and industrial history through carefully curated exhibits and educational programs. It serves
as a center for community engagement, historical research, and public education, making it a
significant resource for residents and tourists alike. Visitors to the McLean County Museum of
History can expect to find artifacts, photographs, and interactive displays that narrate the story of
the county from its earliest days to the present. This article delves into the museum’s history, its
collections, educational outreach, visitor information, and the role it plays in preserving
Bloomington'’s local history. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of what makes
the McLean County Museum of History a noteworthy destination.
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History of the McLean County Museum of History

The McLean County Museum of History in Bloomington, Illinois, was established to safeguard the
rich historical legacy of McLean County. Founded in the early 20th century, the museum has evolved
over the decades to become a premier institution dedicated to collecting, preserving, and
interpreting the history of the central Illinois region. The museum is housed in a historically
significant building that itself reflects the architectural heritage of Bloomington. Over time, the
institution has expanded its facilities and collections, responding to the growing interest in local
history and the need for a public space devoted to historical education.

Founding and Development

The origins of the McLean County Museum of History date back to community efforts aimed at
preserving local artifacts and documents. Through generous donations and public support, the
museum has grown from a small repository to a comprehensive historical center. The development
of permanent and rotating exhibits has enhanced the museum’s reputation as an educational
resource. The facility’s modern upgrades have made it accessible and inviting for a diverse audience,
including families, scholars, and tourists.



Significance of the Museum Building

The building that houses the McLean County Museum of History is itself an important historical
landmark. Constructed in a style emblematic of Bloomington’s architectural past, the structure
provides visitors with a tangible connection to the region’s development. Preservation of this
building reflects the museum’s commitment not only to its collections but also to the heritage of the
community’s built environment.

Collections and Exhibits

The McLean County Museum of History boasts an extensive collection that documents the diverse
history of Bloomington and McLean County. These collections include artifacts, photographs,
manuscripts, and oral histories that cover various aspects of life in the region. The museum’s
exhibits are designed to engage visitors with the county’s agricultural roots, industrial growth, social
history, and notable local figures.

Permanent Exhibits

Permanent exhibits at the museum provide a chronological and thematic overview of McLean
County’s history. Visitors can explore displays on early settlement, Native American heritage, the
development of transportation networks, and the evolution of local industries. These exhibits feature
authentic artifacts and interpretive panels that create an immersive educational experience.

Temporary and Traveling Exhibits

In addition to permanent displays, the McLean County Museum of History hosts temporary and
traveling exhibits that highlight specialized topics or broader historical themes. These exhibits often
showcase partnerships with other historical organizations and feature curated collections that rotate
periodically, ensuring that repeat visitors have new experiences.

Notable Artifacts

Some of the museum’s most notable artifacts include tools and machinery from local industries,
personal belongings of prominent residents, and archival materials such as letters and photographs.
These items provide a tangible link to the past and enrich the storytelling aspect of the museum’s
mission.

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

The McLean County Museum of History actively engages with the community through a variety of
educational programs aimed at all age groups. These initiatives support local schools, adult learners,
and history enthusiasts, fostering a deeper understanding of the region’s heritage.



School and Youth Programs

The museum offers tailored educational programs for school groups that align with state curriculum
standards. These programs include guided tours, hands-on activities, and workshops designed to
make history accessible and relevant to younger audiences. Field trips to the museum provide
experiential learning opportunities that complement classroom instruction.

Public Lectures and Workshops

Regular public lectures, seminars, and workshops are organized to address various historical topics
and current preservation efforts. These events invite historians, authors, and experts to share
insights, promoting lifelong learning and community dialogue about the past.

Volunteer and Membership Opportunities

Community involvement is encouraged through volunteer programs and membership options.
Volunteers assist with museum operations, research, and event planning, while members receive
benefits such as exclusive previews and newsletters. This engagement helps sustain the museum’s
mission and fosters a sense of ownership among local residents.

Visitor Information and Amenities

Visitors to the McLean County Museum of History in Bloomington, Illinois, will find a welcoming
environment equipped with amenities to enhance their experience. The museum strives to be
accessible and informative for all guests.

Location and Hours

The museum is conveniently located in downtown Bloomington, making it easily accessible by car or
public transportation. Operating hours are designed to accommodate a range of visitors, including
weekends and evenings for special events. Visitors are advised to check current schedules before
planning their visit.

Facilities and Accessibility

The museum building includes climate-controlled exhibit spaces, a research library, and a gift shop
featuring locally themed merchandise. Accessibility features such as wheelchair ramps and elevators
ensure that all guests can enjoy the museum comfortably.

Admission and Group Visits

Admission to the McLean County Museum of History is typically free or offered at a nominal fee,
with special pricing for group tours and educational programs. The museum welcomes reservations



for large groups and provides guided tours upon request, enhancing the visitor experience through
expert interpretation.

Preservation and Research Efforts

The McLean County Museum of History is committed to the preservation of historical materials and
supports scholarly research related to the region. Its efforts extend beyond public exhibits to include
archival management and resource sharing.

Archival Collections

The museum maintains extensive archival collections, including manuscripts, photographs,
newspapers, and maps. These resources are invaluable for researchers, genealogists, and historians
studying McLean County and central Illinois history.

Conservation Practices

Preservation of artifacts and documents is a priority, with trained staff employing conservation
techniques to ensure the longevity of the collections. Proper storage, environmental controls, and
restoration work help protect items from deterioration.

Research Services

The museum offers research assistance to the public, providing access to its collections and
expertise. Scholars and community members can request information or schedule appointments to
conduct in-depth historical research, supporting academic work and personal inquiries alike.

e Early settlement artifacts and Native American heritage
e Industrial and agricultural history collections

e Photographic archives and oral histories

e Educational workshops and public lectures

e Preservation and archival research support

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main exhibits at the McLean County Museum of
History in Bloomington, Illinois?

The McLean County Museum of History features exhibits on local history, including pioneer life, the
growth of Bloomington-Normal, notable residents, and the region's role in transportation and
agriculture.

What are the museum hours and admission fees for the
McLean County Museum of History?

The museum is generally open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 AM to 5 PM, with free admission.
Hours may vary seasonally or for special events, so it is best to check their official website before
visiting.

Does the McLean County Museum of History offer educational
programs or tours?

Yes, the museum offers a variety of educational programs, guided tours, and workshops for schools,
families, and adult learners focused on the history and culture of McLean County.

Where is the McLean County Museum of History located in
Bloomington, Illinois?

The museum is located at 200 North Main Street in downtown Bloomington, Illinois, housed in a
historic former courthouse building.

Are there any special events or temporary exhibits at the
McLean County Museum of History?

The museum regularly hosts special events, temporary exhibits, lectures, and community programs
highlighting various aspects of local history and culture. Visitors can check their website or social
media for current offerings.

Is the McLean County Museum of History accessible for
people with disabilities?

Yes, the McLean County Museum of History is committed to accessibility and provides
accommodations such as wheelchair access and assistive listening devices. Visitors are encouraged
to contact the museum in advance for specific needs.

Can I volunteer or become a member of the McLean County
Museum of History?

Yes, the museum welcomes volunteers and offers membership programs that provide benefits like
event invitations, newsletters, and discounts. Interested individuals can apply through the museum's
website.



Does the McLean County Museum of History have a gift shop?

Yes, the museum features a gift shop with locally made products, books on regional history,
souvenirs, and educational materials.

Additional Resources

1. Echoes of the Prairie: A History of McLean County

This book offers a comprehensive overview of McLean County’s development from its early
settlement days to the present. It highlights significant events, influential figures, and the
transformation of the county’s landscape. Richly illustrated with photographs and maps, it serves as
an essential resource for understanding the local history preserved in the McLean County Museum
of History.

2. Bloomington: The Heart of McLean County

Focusing specifically on Bloomington, this title explores the city’s growth as a cultural and economic
hub in central Illinois. It delves into the architectural heritage, civic leadership, and community
events that have shaped Bloomington’s identity. The book complements the museum’s exhibits by
providing detailed narratives about the city’s past.

3. McLean County Museum of History: Treasures and Tales

This publication showcases some of the most notable artifacts and stories housed within the
museum. Readers get an insider’s look at unique collections, from pioneer tools to vintage
photographs, alongside engaging anecdotes. It’s an ideal companion for visitors and history
enthusiasts interested in the museum’s offerings.

4. Pioneers and Progress: Settling McLean County, Illinois

Exploring the pioneer era, this book chronicles the challenges and triumphs of early settlers in
McLean County. It discusses migration patterns, agricultural development, and community building
during the 19th century. The narrative connects closely with historical exhibits found at the McLean
County Museum of History.

5. Women of McLean County: Stories of Strength and Influence

Highlighting the contributions of women throughout McLean County’s history, this book brings to
light inspiring stories of leadership, activism, and creativity. It covers figures from various
backgrounds who helped shape the social and cultural fabric of the region. The book enriches the
museum’s perspective on local history by emphasizing often overlooked voices.

6. Railroads and Roads: Transportation’s Role in McLean County’s Growth

This title examines how railroads, highways, and other transportation developments fueled economic
and demographic change in McLean County. It includes detailed accounts of railroad companies,
historic routes, and the impact on local communities. The book aligns with museum exhibits that
highlight transportation history.

7. Historic Homes and Landmarks of Bloomington-Normal

Focusing on the architectural heritage of Bloomington and Normal, this book profiles significant
homes, public buildings, and landmarks. It provides historical context and stories behind these
structures, many of which are featured in the museum’s local history collections. Readers gain an
appreciation for preservation efforts in the area.



8. McLean County at War: Military History and Local Heroes

Covering McLean County’s involvement in various American conflicts, this book honors the service
and sacrifice of local veterans. It details personal stories, military units, and the community’s
wartime contributions. The museum’s military artifacts and exhibits are complemented by this rich
narrative.

9. Agriculture and Industry: The Economic Backbone of McLean County

This book explores the evolution of farming, industry, and commerce in McLean County, highlighting
key industries and innovations. It discusses how agriculture and manufacturing shaped the county’s
economy and daily life. The title supports the museum’s economic history displays by providing in-
depth analysis and historical data.
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mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: The Small Museum Toolkit
Cinnamon Catlin-Legutko, Stacy Klingler, 2012 As a small museum staff person, you are responsible
for a lot, including areas outside of your expertise or training. You need a quick reference that
makes the process of becoming a sustainable, valued institution less overwhelming. The Small
Museum Toolkit is a collection of six books that serves as a launching point for small museum staff
to pursue best practices and meet museum standards. These brief volumes address governance,
financial management, human resources, audience relations, interpretation, and stewardship for
small museums and historic sites. --Amazon.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: The Lincoln Miracle Ed Achorn,
2023-02-14 The vivid, behind-the-scenes story of perhaps the most consequential political moment in
American history—Abraham Lincoln’s history-changing nomination to lead the Republican Party in
the 1860 presidential election Illinois lawyer Abraham Lincoln had a record of political failure. In
1858, he had lost a celebrated Senate bid against incumbent Stephen Douglas, his second failed
Senate run, and had not held public office since one term in Congress a decade earlier. As the
Republican National Convention opened in mid-May 1860 in Chicago, powerful New York Senator
William Seward was the overwhelming favorite for the presidential nomination, with notables like
Salmon Chase and Edward Bates in the running. Few thought Lincoln stood a chance—though
stubborn Illinois circuit Judge David Davis had come to fight for his friend anyway. Such was the
political landscape as Edward Achorn’s The Lincoln Miracle opens on Saturday, May 12, 1860.
Chronicling the tense political drama as it unfolded over the next six days, Achorn explores the
genius of Lincoln’s quiet strategy, the vicious partisanship tearing apart America, the fierce battles
raging over racism and slavery, and booming Chicago as a symbol of the modernization transforming
the nation. Closely following the shrewd insiders on hand, from Seward power broker Thurlow Weed
to editor Horace Greeley — bent on stopping his former friend, Seward—Achorn brings alive
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arguably the most consequential political story in America’s history. From smoky hotel rooms to
night marches by the Wide Awakes, the new Republican youth organization, to fiery speeches on the
floor of the giant convention center called The Wigwam, Achorn portrays a political climate even
more contentious than our own today, out of which the seemingly impossible long shot prevailed, to
the nation’s everlasting benefit. As atmospheric and original as Achorn’s previous Every Drop of
Blood, The Lincoln Miracle is essential reading for any Lincoln aficionado as it is for anyone who
cares about our nation’s history.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: Eating Up Route 66 T. Lindsay
Baker, 2022-10-13 From its designation in 1926 to the rise of the interstates nearly sixty years later,
Route 66 was, in John Steinbeck’s words, America’s Mother Road, carrying countless travelers the
2,400 miles between Chicago and Los Angeles. Whoever they were—adventurous motorists or
Dustbowl migrants, troops on military transports or passengers on buses, vacationing families or a
new breed of tourists—these travelers had to eat. The story of where they stopped and what they
found, and of how these roadside offerings changed over time, reveals twentieth-century America on
the move, transforming the nation’s cuisine, culture, and landscape along the way. Author T. Lindsay
Baker, a glutton for authenticity, drove the historic route—or at least the 85 percent that remains
intact—in a four-cylinder 1930 Ford station wagon. Sparing us the dust and bumps, he takes us for a
spin along Route 66, stopping to sample the fare at diners, supper clubs, and roadside stands and to
describe how such venues came and went—even offering kitchen-tested recipes from historic
eateries en route. Start-ups that became such American fast-food icons as McDonald’s, Dairy Queen,
Steak 'n Shake, and Taco Bell feature alongside mom-and-pop diners with flocks of chickens out
back and sit-down restaurants with heirloom menus. Food-and-drink establishments from
speakeasies to drive-ins share the right-of-way with other attractions, accommodations, and
challenges, from the Whoopee Auto Coaster in Lyons, Illinois, to the piles of “chat” (mining waste) in
the Tri-State District of Missouri, Kansas, and Oklahoma, to the perils of driving old automobiles
over the Jericho Gap in the Texas Panhandle or Sitgreaves Pass in western Arizona. Describing
options for the wealthy and the not-so-well-heeled, from hotel dining rooms to ice cream stands,
Baker also notes the particular travails African Americans faced at every turn, traveling Route 66
across the decades of segregation, legal and illegal. So grab your hat and your wallet (you’ll
probably need cash) and come along for an enlightening trip down America’s memory lane—a
westward tour through the nation’s heartland and history, with all the trimmings, via Route 66.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: Liberty Brought Us Here Susan E.
Lindsey, 2020-07-21 Between 1820 and 1913, approximately 16,000 black people left the United
States to start new lives in Liberia, Africa, in what was at the time the largest out-migration in US
history. When Tolbert Major, a former Kentucky slave and single father, was offered his own chance
for freedom, he accepted. He, several family members, and seventy other people boarded the Luna
on July 5, 1836. After they arrived in Liberia, Tolbert penned a letter to his former owner, Ben
Major: Dear Sir, We have all landed on the shores of Africa and got into our houses.... None of us
have been taken with the fever yet. Drawing on extensive research and fifteen years' worth of
surviving letters, author Susan E. Lindsey illuminates the trials and triumphs of building a new life
in Liberia, where settlers were free, but struggled to acclimate themselves to an unfamiliar land,
coexist with indigenous groups, and overcome disease and other dangers. Liberty Brought Us Here:
The True Story of American Slaves Who Migrated to Liberia explores the motives and attitudes of
colonization supporters and those who lived in the colony, offering perspectives beyond the standard
narrative that colonization was driven solely by racism or forced exile.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: Visual Merchandising Louisa
lIarocci, 2017-07-05 Situated at the crossroads of visual culture and consumerism, this essay
collection examines visual merchandising as both a business and an art. It seeks to challenge that
scholarly ambivalence that often celebrates the spectacle but denies the agenda of consumerism.
The volume considers strategies in the imaging of selling from the mid nineteenth century to the
present, in terms of the visual interaction that occurs between the commodity and the consumer and



between body and space. Under the categories of Promotion, Product and Place, contributors to the
volume examine the strategies in the presentation of retail goods and environments that range from
print advertising to product design to store display and architecture. Visual Merchandising: The
Image of Selling is located directly at the nexus of business practice and cultural myth, where the
spectator never loses sight of their status as buyer and the object of desire is always still a
commodity.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: Black Print Unbound Eric Gardner,
2015-08-06 Black Print Unbound explores the development of the Christian Recorder during and just
after the American Civil War. As a study of the African Methodist Episcopal Church newspaper and
so of a periodical with national reach among free African Americans, Black Print Unbound is at once
a massive recovery effort of a publication by African Americans for African Americans, a
consideration of the nexus of African Americanist inquiry and print culture studies, and an
intervention in the study of literatures of the Civil War, faith communities, and periodicals.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: Baseball's Endangered Species Lee
Lowenfish, 2023-04 Named a Best Baseball Book of 2023 by Sports Collectors Digest Scouting has
been called pro baseball's personalized way of renewing itself from year to year and a pathway to
the game's past. It takes a very special person to be a baseball scout: normal family life is out of the
question because travel is a constant companion. Yet for those with the genuine calling for it, there
could be no other life. Hearing the special thwack off the bat that indicates a raw prospect may be
the real deal is the dream that keeps true scouts going. Scouts have the difficult task of not only
discovering and signing new players but envisioning the trajectory of raw talent into the future. But
the place of the traditional scout has become increasingly dire. In 2016 Major League Baseball
eliminated the MLB Scouting Bureau that had been created in the 1970s to augment the regular
scouting staffs of individual teams. On the eve of the 2017 playoffs that saw the Houston Astros
crowned as World Series champions, the team dismissed ten professional scouts and by 2019 halved
the number of all their scouts to less than twenty. More and more teams are replacing their
experienced talent hunters with people versed in digital video and analytics but who have limited
field knowledge of the game, driven by the Moneyball-inspired trend to favor analytics, data, and
algorithms over instinct and observation. In Baseball's Endangered Species Lee Lowenfish explores
in-depth how scouting has been affected by the surging use of metrics along with other changes in
modern baseball business history: expansion of the Major Leagues in 1961 and 1962, the
introduction of the amateur free agent draft in 1965, and the coming of Major League free agency
after the 1976 season. With an approach that is part historical, biographical, and oral history,
Baseball's Endangered Species is a comprehensive look at the scouting profession and the tradition
of hands-on evaluation. At a time when baseball is drenched with statistics, many of them redundant
or of questionable value, Lowenfish explores through the eyes and ears of scouts the vital question
of makeup: how a player copes with failure, baseball's essential, painful truth.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: Midwest Maize Cynthia Clampitt,
2015-02-28 Food historian Cynthia Clampitt pens the epic story of what happened when
Mesoamerican farmers bred a nondescript grass into a staff of life so prolific, so protean, that it
represents nothing less than one of humankind's greatest achievements. Blending history with
expert reportage, she traces the disparate threads that have woven corn into the fabric of our diet,
politics, economy, science, and cuisine. At the same time she explores its future as a source of
energy and the foundation of seemingly limitless green technologies. The result is a
bourbon-to-biofuels portrait of the astonishing plant that sustains the world.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: The Market Makers Peter Scott,
2017 Inter-war Britain saw a boom in 'mass markets' for consumer durables, such as new suites of
furniture, radios, and electrical and gas appliances, while items like refrigerators, telephones, and
automobiles didn't reach the mass market until the 1950s. Peter Scott explores these 'market
makers' and how US innovations influenced British markets.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: The Heartland Kristin L.




Hoganson, 2019 In The Heartland, Kristin L. Hoganson drills deep into the centre of the country,
only to find a global story in the resulting core sample. Deftly navigating the disconnect between
history and myth, she tracks both the backstory of this region and the evolution of the idea of an
unalloyed heart at the centre of the land. A provocative and highly original work of historical
scholarship, The Heartland speaks volumes about pressing preoccupations, among them identity and
community, immigration and trade, and security and global power.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: The Painted Art Journal Jeanne
Oliver, 2018-07-03 Take a mixed-media journey to the very heart of your creativity! The Painted Art
Journal opens doors to your most personal and authentic art yet. Tell your story as only you can,
through a series of guided projects that culminate in a beautiful, autobiographical art journal worthy
of passing along to future generations. Along the way, you will hone your own unique style of artful
storytelling, filled with the images, colors and symbols that resonate most powerfully with you.
Twenty-four inventive, step-by-step prompts help you to: ¢ Set the scene for making art--from
establishing rituals that unlock creativity to curating a personal storyboard. * Draw inspiration from
photos, typography, sketches, childhood memories, quotes and more. * Shape your story with
timelines, gathered-word poetry and simple approaches to portraits. * Express yourself through an
exciting range of mixed-media techniques, using everything from pen and ink, markers and
watercolor to image transfers, printmaking with linocuts, acrylic and collage. A book unlike any
other, The Painted Art Journal is all about digging deeper, honoring your life, and coming away with
a truer understanding of yourself and your art. Each of our stories is so different, lovely and broken
in its own way. --Jeanne Oliver

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: NEH Exhibitions Today National
Endowment for the Humanities. Humanities Projects in Museums and Historical Organizations, 1997

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: NEH Exhibitions Today National
Endowment for the Humanities. Division of Public Programs, 1997

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: Department of the Interior and
related agencies appropriations for 1988 United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Appropriations. Subcommittee on Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 1987

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: A Rare Titanic Family Julie
Hedgepeth Williams, 2012-03-01 Albert and Sylvia Caldwell were one of those rare Titanic families
who lived through the tragedy at sea. Their lucky rescue aboard the Lifeboat 13 is told for the first
time here. But the trip was only one part of a bigger nightmare. The Caldwells has been
Presbyterian missionaries in Bangkok, Siam, but fled in what they described as a desperate journey
around the world to save Sylvia’s health. Fellow missionaries, however, believed that the couple had
plotted to renege on their contract at financial loss to the church. Not even sinking Titanic ended the
hunt for the Caldwells. A Rare Titanic Family follows all the true-life plot twists of a family who
successfully fled aboard the Titanic but never could get out from under the shadow the ship cast
over them.

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: My Time with the Catcher Spy,
Morris Moe Berg Neil Farkas, 2010-10-12 This book contains a scanned handwritten copy of Moe
Berg's notebook that was written in 1960. The notebook contains facts, data and notes regarding the
politics and history of baseball prior to 1960--p. 13

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: The History of McLean County,
Illinois , 1879

mclean county museum of history bloomington illinois: Labor's Heritage , 2000
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