mcwane science center birmingham alabama

mcwane science center birmingham alabama is a premier interactive science museum located in
the heart of Birmingham, Alabama. This center offers an engaging and educational experience for
visitors of all ages, with a wide array of exhibits, live demonstrations, and hands-on activities
focused on science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). As one of the leading science
centers in the southeastern United States, the McWane Science Center emphasizes discovery and
learning through immersive exhibits that appeal to families, school groups, and science enthusiasts
alike. This article explores the history, key exhibits, educational programs, and visitor information to
provide a comprehensive overview of the McWane Science Center Birmingham Alabama. Whether
planning a visit or seeking insight into its offerings, this guide covers everything needed to
understand what makes this science center a cornerstone of STEM education in the region.

e History and Mission of McWane Science Center
e Exhibits and Attractions

e Educational Programs and Outreach

e Visitor Information

e Community Impact and Partnerships

History and Mission of McWane Science Center

The McWane Science Center Birmingham Alabama was established to inspire curiosity and foster a
lifelong passion for science among visitors. Founded in 1998, the center occupies a historic building
in downtown Birmingham, blending the city’s industrial heritage with modern educational initiatives.
The mission of the McWane Science Center is to provide hands-on science experiences that engage
people of all ages in exploring the world around them through interactive exhibits and programs.

Founding and Development

The center was developed through a collaboration of local educators, scientists, and community
leaders who recognized the need for a dedicated science facility in Birmingham. It was created to
serve as both an educational resource and a tourist attraction, promoting STEM literacy and
economic development. Since its opening, the McWane Science Center has expanded its exhibits and
facilities to accommodate growing visitor numbers and evolving scientific interests.

Mission and Vision

The core mission focuses on inspiring discovery and creativity by providing accessible science
education. The vision includes becoming a regional leader in science outreach and an inclusive



environment that welcomes diverse audiences. Through its mission, the center strives to improve
scientific understanding and encourage future generations to pursue science-related careers.

Exhibits and Attractions

The McWane Science Center Birmingham Alabama features a diverse range of exhibits designed to
appeal to a broad audience. These exhibits are interactive, educational, and entertaining,
encouraging visitors to engage directly with scientific concepts and phenomena.

Permanent Exhibits

The center’s permanent exhibits cover various scientific disciplines, including biology, physics,
paleontology, and environmental science. Some of the most popular exhibits include:

e Dinosaur Gallery: Showcasing authentic fossils and life-sized dinosaur models, this exhibit
educates visitors about prehistoric life and paleontology.

o Water Works: An interactive exhibit focused on the science of water, its properties, and its
role in the environment and human life.

e Creatures of Habitat: Featuring live animals and habitats, this exhibit offers insight into
biodiversity and ecosystems.

e Science Quest: A hands-on exhibit area designed especially for younger children to explore
basic scientific principles through play.

Temporary and Traveling Exhibits

In addition to permanent displays, the McWane Science Center regularly hosts temporary and
traveling exhibits. These exhibits bring fresh and timely scientific topics to the public, such as space
exploration, robotics, and health sciences. The rotating nature of these exhibits ensures that repeat
visitors always have new experiences to enjoy.

IMAX Theater

The center includes an IMAX Dome Theater, which offers educational films and documentaries that
complement the exhibits. The large-format films provide immersive experiences on topics ranging
from natural history to cutting-edge technology, enhancing the educational mission of the center.

Educational Programs and Outreach

Education is a fundamental component of the McWane Science Center Birmingham Alabama. The



center offers a wide range of programs tailored to students, educators, and families to promote
STEM learning outside the traditional classroom setting.

School Field Trips

Thousands of students visit the McWane Science Center annually as part of organized school field
trips. These visits are structured to align with state education standards and include guided tours,
hands-on workshops, and interactive lessons that complement classroom curricula.

Summer Camps and Workshops

The center provides summer camps and specialized workshops that focus on various scientific
disciplines. These programs encourage critical thinking, teamwork, and creativity through
experiments, projects, and explorations led by professional educators and scientists.

Teacher Resources and Professional Development

To support educators, the McWane Science Center offers professional development opportunities,
curriculum resources, and onsite training sessions. These resources help teachers integrate
innovative science education techniques into their classrooms.

Visitor Information

Planning a visit to the McWane Science Center Birmingham Alabama involves understanding key
details about location, hours, admission, and available amenities. The center is designed to be
accessible and welcoming to all visitors.

Location and Hours

The McWane Science Center is located in downtown Birmingham, making it easily accessible by car
and public transportation. It is open most days of the week, with extended hours during school
holidays and special events. Visitors are encouraged to check the official schedule before planning
their trip.

Admission and Membership

Admission fees vary depending on age, with discounted rates for children, seniors, and groups. The
center also offers membership programs that provide unlimited access, exclusive event invitations,
and discounts on educational programs. Memberships are an excellent option for frequent visitors
and families.



Amenities and Accessibility

The facility includes amenities such as a gift shop, café, and designated picnic areas. The center is
fully accessible to visitors with disabilities, providing ramps, elevators, and assistive services to
ensure an inclusive experience for all guests.

Community Impact and Partnerships

The McWane Science Center Birmingham Alabama plays a vital role in the community by fostering
scientific literacy and economic growth. It collaborates with schools, universities, businesses, and
cultural institutions to expand its reach and impact.

Local Collaborations

The center partners with local organizations to host science festivals, public lectures, and
community events. These collaborations help promote STEM education throughout the Birmingham
metropolitan area and beyond.

Economic and Cultural Contributions

As a major cultural attraction, the McWane Science Center contributes to Birmingham’s tourism
industry and supports local jobs. Its presence enhances the city’s reputation as a hub for education
and innovation, attracting visitors and residents interested in science and technology.

Volunteer and Internship Opportunities

The McWane Science Center offers numerous volunteer and internship programs, providing
opportunities for community members and students to gain experience in museum operations,
education, and scientific research. These programs help cultivate the next generation of STEM
professionals and museum leaders.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main attractions at McWane Science Center in
Birmingham, Alabama?

The McWane Science Center features interactive exhibits, an IMAX Dome Theater, an aquarium, and
hands-on science activities that cater to visitors of all ages.

What are the operating hours of McWane Science Center?
The McWane Science Center is typically open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 AM to 5 PM, and



Sunday from 12 PM to 5 PM. Hours may vary on holidays or special events.

Is the McWane Science Center suitable for children?

Yes, the McWane Science Center is designed to be family-friendly with numerous interactive exhibits
and educational programs tailored for children and youth.

Are there any special events or programs at McWane Science
Center?

The center hosts a variety of special events, workshops, summer camps, and educational programs
throughout the year. Visitors can check their official website for the latest schedule.

What COVID-19 safety measures are in place at McWane
Science Center?

McWane Science Center follows local health guidelines, which may include mask requirements,
social distancing, timed ticketing, and enhanced cleaning protocols. Visitors should check the
website before their visit.

How can I purchase tickets for the McWane Science Center?

Tickets can be purchased online through the McWane Science Center's official website or at the box
office upon arrival, subject to availability.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring McWane Science Center: A Family Adventure in Birmingham

This book serves as a comprehensive guide for families visiting the McWane Science Center. It
highlights the must-see exhibits, interactive activities, and special events that engage children and
adults alike. Readers will find tips on making the most of their visit, including dining options and
nearby attractions in Birmingham.

2. The Wonders of Science at McWane: Hands-On Learning in Alabama

Focused on the educational aspects, this book delves into the interactive science exhibits that make
McWane Science Center a standout in informal science education. It covers topics from marine
biology to engineering, emphasizing how hands-on learning sparks curiosity and creativity.
Educators and parents will find valuable insights into using the center as a learning resource.

3. McWane Science Center: Birmingham’s Gateway to Discovery

This title chronicles the history and development of the McWane Science Center, illustrating its role
in the Birmingham community. It explores how the center has evolved to include state-of-the-art
exhibits and a world-class aquarium. The book also profiles the founders and key figures behind the
center’s success.

4. Underwater Worlds: The Aquarium at McWane Science Center
Dedicated to the aquarium, this book explores the diverse aquatic life housed within the McWane
Science Center. It explains the ecological importance of freshwater and marine environments



featured in the exhibits. Readers will learn about conservation efforts and the science behind the
aquarium’s maintenance.

5. Engineering Fun: Interactive Exhibits at McWane Science Center

This book highlights the engineering and technology-focused exhibits at McWane Science Center. It
showcases how visitors can engage with robotics, simple machines, and physics demonstrations that
make complex concepts accessible. The book is a resource for educators seeking to inspire interest
in STEM fields.

6. Science and Community: McWane Science Center’s Impact on Birmingham

Examining the center’s broader social impact, this book discusses how McWane Science Center
fosters community engagement and science literacy. It includes stories of outreach programs,
partnerships with schools, and initiatives aimed at underserved populations. The book underlines the
center’s commitment to making science accessible to all.

7. A Day at McWane: A Photo Journey Through the Science Center

Filled with vibrant photographs, this book offers a visual tour of McWane Science Center’s most
popular exhibits and events. It captures the excitement of visitors interacting with displays and
participating in workshops. Ideal for those who want to experience the center’s energy and
atmosphere from afar.

8. Innovations in Science Education: The McWane Model

This book explores the innovative educational strategies employed by McWane Science Center to
engage learners of all ages. It details the development of exhibits that combine play with learning
and the use of technology to enhance visitor experiences. Educators and museum professionals will
find inspiration in the McWane model.

9. Marine Marvels: Exploring Aquatic Life at McWane Science Center

Focusing on marine science, this book delves into the fascinating creatures and ecosystems
represented at McWane’s aquarium. It provides insights into marine biology, conservation
challenges, and the educational programming designed to raise awareness about ocean health. The
book is perfect for marine enthusiasts and young scientists alike.
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biking opportunities. New and expanding venues around the city provide more chances to get
outside and to appreciate the labor and industry that built the city. Explore 35 of Birmingham’s best,
five-star trails, divided into six distinct areas in and around the city. With the expert guidance of
local author Thomas M. Spencer, you’ll find yourself on an Appalachian mountain peak or on the
banks of the Cahaba River, as it broadens to snake through the Coastal Plain. Visit old-growth forest
in the Sipsey Wilderness, or hike down into the “Grand Canyon of the East” at Little River Canyon.
Across this landscape, you'll find a diversity of plant and animal species—some rare and
endangered—rivaling those found anywhere else in North America. Book Features: Descriptions of
35 five-star hiking trails for all levels and interests GPS-based trail maps, elevation profiles, and
detailed directions to trailheads Insight into the history, flora, and fauna of the routes Ratings for
scenery, difficulty, trail condition, solitude, and accessibility for children Lace up, grab your pack,
and hit the trail!

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Creating Connections David Chittenden,
Graham Farmelo, Bruce V. Lewenstein, 2004-05-17 Science museums are in the business of making
science accessible to the public-a public constantly bombarded with new information and research
results. How the public understands this information will affect what they expect and take away
from a museum's exhibits and programs. Creating Connections looks at the public understanding of
research (PUR) and how it affects what science museums do. What are the opportunities and critical
issues in PUR? What strategies are working and what are some pitfalls? What can be learned from
the media's experiences with PUR? Creating Connections will be an invaluable resource for science
museum professionals who want to guide their institutions and their visitors toward a new
understanding of and appreciation for current research.

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Children's Museums Joann Norris,
2009-03-20 In this guidebook to childrens museums in the United States, more than 200
contemporary museums, science centers, and discovery centers are listed along with brief
descriptions and important contact information. All of the museums listed offer educational
programs or activities tailored specifically to children, including permanent childrens displays and
interactive, hands-on exhibits.

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009: Provisions
applying to all divisions of the act , 2009

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Congressional Record United States.
Congress, 2009 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of
the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional
Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates
and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in
Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: A Visitor's Guide to the Literary South
Trish Foxwell, 2013-08-05 Discover and explore the most fabled venues in American letters. Follow
in the footsteps of some of American literature’s most renowned writers: See the hotel in Louisville,
Kentucky, that inspired F. Scott Fitzgerald to pen The Great Gatsby. Step inside the Asheville, North
Carolina, home that became the model for Thomas Wolfe’s Look Homeward Angel. Visit the Florida
lighthouse whose beacon Stephen Crane followed after his shipwreck. Wander along the West Lawn
at the University o Virginia and see the house where Edgar Allan Poe lived. This literary journey will
bring you to these sites and more as you travel throughout the American South. From Virginia to
Louisiana, you will experience the haunts, havens, and homesteads of important writers who lived in,
visited, or were inspired by the South’s fertile soil.

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Stem Cell Research Lillian E. Forman,
2007-08-01 Discusses the controversial viewpoints regarding stem cell research.

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Advancing American Innovation and
Competitiveness United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation, 2011



mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Fading Ads of Birmingham Charles Buchanan,
2012-11-20 The fading advertisements on the walls of Birmingham's buildings paint an illuminating
picture of the men and women who built an industrial boomtown in the first half of the twentieth
century. Advertising expert, artist and writer Charles Buchanan unravels the mysteries behind
Birmingham's ghost signs to reveal glimpses of the past now hidden in plain sight. Featuring
stunning color photography by Birmingham native Jonathan Purvis.

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Pocket Genius: The 50 States DK,
2023-09-19 Discover what makes each US state unique in this ultimate pocket-sized guide to the
amazing cultures, peoples, places, animals, landmarks, and history of each state. Which state in the
USA has about 100,000 glaciers? Which one boasts the largest national park? Which one is called
the Lone Star State? Discover the answers to these intriguing questions and more in this illustrated
reference guide to the 50 states of the USA. Children aged 8-12 can journey across each state in this
fact-filled Pocket Genius book - from Hawaii to Florida - to discover what makes the USA special.
Stop at each state in this guide to learn about the different peoples who live in it, and find out about
its history, geography, natural wonders, animals, cultures, cities, and landmarks. And learn about
Washington, DC, which is unlike any US state, and the different overseas territories. This children's
guide to the US features: - All the history, cultures, people, places, and animals that define each US
state. - Divided chapters based on the regions of the USA, with profile pages on the 50 states,
Washington, DC, and overseas territories of the country. - Catalogue-style pages on the states
feature captions and images on different characteristics of each state, supported by a state map, a
locator showing where it is situated in the country, a panel with data points, and a state flag. -
Information presented in bite-sized chunks for both avid and reluctant readers aged 8-12, supported
by photographs and maps that make it fun to explore each state. Pocket Genius The 50 States
features stunning photographs combined with an illustrated map, helpful stats and data, and simple,
bite-sized chunks of information to let young readers discover each US state at their own pace. This
US states' book for kids also includes a reference section with amazing facts that makes learning fun
and entertaining! The Pocket Genius series is perfect for all children, whether they are young
readers beginning to discover facts about the US states or little geniuses who are experts already!
Complete the Series This fascinating guide is part of the Pocket Genius range of books for children
from DK, so why not check out the other titles in the series, Pocket Genuis Animals, Pocket Genuis
Rocks and Minerals, Pocket Genuis Dinosaurs, Pocket Genuis Space and more!

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Eerie Alabama: Chilling Tales from the Heart
of Dixie Alan Brown , 2019 Known for antebellum mansions and sunny beaches, Alabama also claims
an abundance of fascinating mysteries and legends. The White Thang is a Sasquatch-like creature
that has terrorized Alabamians for generations. For a brief period in the 1980s, Needham gained
national attention because of its crying pecan tree. In 1854, a farmer named Orion Williamson
simply vanished in a field in Selma. From the aquatic beast known as the Coosa River Monster to the
story of the Leprechaun of Mobile, these stories have evolved over generations. Author Alan Brown
presents some of the strangest stories from this collective tradition.

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: The complete travel guide for Alabama ,
At YouGuide™, we are dedicated to bringing you the finest travel guides on the market, meticulously
crafted for every type of traveler. Our guides serve as your ultimate companions, helping you make
the most of your journeys around the world. Our team of dedicated experts works tirelessly to create
comprehensive, up-todate, and captivating travel guides. Each guide is a treasure trove of essential
information, insider insights, and captivating visuals. We go beyond the tourist trail, uncovering
hidden treasures and sharing local wisdom that transforms your travels into extraordinary
adventures. Countries change, and so do our guides. We take pride in delivering the most current
information, ensuring your journey is a success. Whether you're an intrepid solo traveler, an
adventurous couple, or a family eager for new horizons, our guides are your trusted companions to
every country. For more travel guides and information, please visit www.youguide.com

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: The complete camper guide for Alabama
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mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2010 United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Appropriations. Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies, 2009
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mcwane science center birmingham alabama: The Tindalos Asset Caitlin R. Kiernan,
2025-09-23 The Signalman returns in The Tindalos Asset. Her stories saturate the mind with
color...There is simply nothing out there quite like her.— The New York Times on Caitlin R. Kiernan
A rundown apartment in Koreatown. A Los Angeles winter. A strung out, worn out, wrecked and
used government agent is scraped up off the pavement, cleaned up, and reluctantly sent out into
battle one last time. Ellison Nicodemo has seen and done terrible things. She thought her only
remaining quest was for oblivion. Then the Signalman comes calling. He wants to learn if she can
stop the latest apocalypse. Ellison, once a unique and valuable asset, can barely remember why she
ever fought the good fight. Still, you don't say no to the Signalman, and the time has come to face
her fears and the nightmare forces that almost destroyed her. Only Ellison can unleash the hound of
Tindalos. . . At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management
Software (DRM) applied.

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Time Roger Reid, 2011-01-01 Searching for
fossils at the Steven C. Minkin Paleozoic Footprint Site, near Birmingham, Alabama,
fourteen-year-old Jason and his friend Leah uncover a fossil thief and find an old enemy hunting
them.

mcwane science center birmingham alabama: Dinosaur Destinations Jon Kramer,
2016-04-04 When it comes to dinosaurs and other fascinating fossils, the U.S. has it all, from
Tyrannosaurus rex and Triceratops to Stegosaurus and Brachiosaurus. Dinosaur Destinations, by Jon
Kramer, Julie Martinez, and Vernon Morris, will help you find the best dinosaur sites near you and
across the country. Visit a dinosaur dig site or a famous dinosaur track site--and even make your
own cast of fossilized tracks! With details about the nation's best dinosaur-related locales, you'll
learn what fossils have been found at or near each place, what kids will enjoy about each site,
contact information and more. Plus, this field guide to extinct creatures introduces each species and
includes their former range maps and fun facts. Dinosaur Destinations features: The most famous
dinosaur dig sites, track sites and fossil locales in the U.S., including a few that allow visitors to
participate in real dinosaur digs Locations with unique opportunities for dinosaur fans, such as
venues that allow you to touch real dinosaur fossils Fascinating facts about the most famous
dinosaurs and other prehistoric creatures Notable non-dinosaur fossil sites and species, such as
pteranodons, plesiosaurs, mammoths, and more
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McWane Science Center names Templeton CEO (al.com12y) Amy Templeton has been named
CEO of McWane Science Center. Templeton, who previously worked at Birmingham Museum of Art
for 13 years, was selected after a national search that began in April for
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32-million-year-old sea turtle fossil discovered in south Alabama (6don MSN) Mcwane
Science Center recently collected a new fossil that tells us more about the ancient climates of
Alabama and how our
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In photos: 40 Under 40 Class takes on McWane Science Center (The Business Journals3y)
They work hard, but they also know how to have a little fun. All work and no play just isn't the
Birmingham way. We boast a tremendous quality of life where young professionals don't have to sit
in
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New species of fossil shark millions of years old unearthed in Alabama (Washington Timesly)
A shark fossil found in Alabama dating back 65 million years is a new species, the nonprofit McWane
Science Center in Birmingham announced this week. The fossils the center examined were
unearthed
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Birmingham extends partnership with McWane Science Center for student programs
(Hosted on MSN1mon) BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The Birmingham City Council has approved new
funding to extend the city's partnership with the McWane Science Center, ensuring continued
educational opportunities for local students
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Giving Back to Birmingham: SRG Volunteers at McWane Science Center (Kaleido Scopely)
Our Local Student Research Group (LSRG) looked for an outreach opportunity to give back to the
community and promote research. Our community outreach chair, Brice Bennick, and I stumbled
onto a
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2022 Top 40 Under 40: Jamie Justice, Colliers | Alabama (The Business Journals3y) Meet the
new BB] class of 40 Under 40 which includes Jamie Justice. In photos: 40 Under 40 Class takes on
McWane Science Center © 2025 American City Business
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