
mcgill university political science

mcgill university political science is a distinguished program offered by one of Canada’s leading research
universities, known for its rigorous curriculum and innovative research opportunities. This program
provides students with a comprehensive understanding of political theories, international relations, public
policy, and comparative politics. McGill University’s Department of Political Science emphasizes critical
thinking, analytical skills, and empirical research methods to prepare students for careers in academia,
government, international organizations, and the private sector. With a diverse faculty renowned for their
expertise and a vibrant academic community, students benefit from interdisciplinary approaches and global
perspectives. This article explores the key features of the McGill University political science program,
including academic offerings, research opportunities, faculty expertise, and career prospects. The following
sections will provide a detailed overview of what prospective students and researchers can expect from this
prestigious department.

Academic Programs and Curriculum

Research and Faculty Expertise

Student Opportunities and Campus Resources

Career Paths and Alumni Success

Academic Programs and Curriculum

The McGill University political science program offers a diverse range of academic options designed to
equip students with a deep understanding of political systems, theories, and practices. This includes
undergraduate degrees such as the Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, as well as graduate programs like
the Master of Arts and PhD in Political Science. The curriculum is carefully structured to balance
foundational knowledge with specialized study in various subfields.

Undergraduate Program Structure

The undergraduate program in political science at McGill is designed to provide a broad base of knowledge
while allowing students to tailor their studies to specific interests. Core courses cover fundamental topics
such as political theory, comparative politics, international relations, and Canadian politics. Additionally,



students can choose from a range of electives that explore areas like political economy, human rights,
environmental politics, and public policy analysis.

Graduate Studies and Specializations

Graduate programs in political science at McGill emphasize advanced research, critical analysis, and
theoretical development. Master’s students engage in coursework and research projects that deepen their
expertise in subfields such as international security, political philosophy, and governance. The PhD
program supports original research contributions, preparing students for academic careers and leadership
roles in policy analysis.

Interdisciplinary Approach

McGill encourages interdisciplinary study within political science, promoting collaboration with related
departments such as economics, law, sociology, and international development. This approach enriches
students’ understanding of complex political phenomena and enhances their analytical skills.

Research and Faculty Expertise

Research is at the core of McGill University political science, with faculty members leading innovative
projects that contribute to global political scholarship. The department boasts a diverse and accomplished
faculty whose expertise spans multiple subfields and methodological approaches.

Areas of Research Focus

Faculty research interests cover a wide spectrum, including but not limited to:

Comparative politics and democratization

International relations and global governance

Political theory and philosophy

Public policy and administration



Human rights and social justice

Environmental politics and sustainability

Research Centers and Initiatives

McGill’s political science department hosts and collaborates with several research centers and initiatives,
providing students and scholars with opportunities to engage in cutting-edge research. These centers often
organize seminars, conferences, and public lectures that promote intellectual exchange and community
engagement.

Faculty Achievements and Publications

The faculty at McGill are recognized internationally for their scholarly contributions, publishing
extensively in leading academic journals and serving as experts in policy advisory roles. Their work helps
shape contemporary political debates and informs public policy at various levels.

Student Opportunities and Campus Resources

Students enrolled in the McGill University political science program benefit from a wealth of resources and
opportunities designed to enhance their academic and professional development.

Internships and Experiential Learning

McGill encourages political science students to participate in internships with government agencies, non-
governmental organizations, and international institutions. These experiences provide practical skills and
real-world insights into political processes and policymaking.

Student Organizations and Networking

The department supports various student groups and clubs focused on political discussion, debate, and
activism. These organizations foster leadership, networking, and collaboration among students with shared



interests.

Academic Support and Facilities

Students have access to comprehensive academic advising, writing support, and research assistance. The
university’s libraries and digital resources offer extensive collections relevant to political science studies,
aiding in coursework and research projects.

Career Paths and Alumni Success

The McGill University political science program prepares graduates for diverse career trajectories in public
service, international affairs, academia, law, journalism, and beyond. The department’s strong reputation
and expansive network facilitate career placement and advancement.

Common Career Outcomes

Graduates of McGill’s political science program pursue careers in:

Government and public administration

International organizations such as the United Nations

Political consulting and advocacy

Academia and research institutions

Law and legal analysis

Media and communications

Alumni Network and Mentorship



The department maintains a vibrant alumni network that supports current students through mentorship
programs, career workshops, and networking events. This community enhances professional development
and connects graduates with opportunities worldwide.

Continuing Education and Professional Development

McGill encourages lifelong learning, offering opportunities for political science graduates to engage in
continuing education, certificate programs, and professional development courses to stay current with
evolving political landscapes and methodologies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does McGill University offer in political science?
McGill University offers undergraduate (BA), master's (MA), and doctoral (PhD) programs in political
science, covering areas such as comparative politics, international relations, political theory, and public
policy.

Is McGill University's political science program highly ranked?
Yes, McGill University's political science program is well-regarded internationally, consistently ranked
among the top universities in Canada and globally for political science studies.

What research opportunities are available for political science students at
McGill?
Political science students at McGill have access to various research centers, such as the Institute for the
Study of International Development and the Centre for the Study of Democratic Citizenship, offering
opportunities for collaborative research and internships.

Can international students apply to McGill University's political science
program?
Yes, McGill University welcomes international students to its political science programs, with admissions
criteria including academic excellence and English proficiency requirements.



What career paths do McGill political science graduates typically pursue?
Graduates often pursue careers in government, international organizations, non-profits, journalism, law,
academia, and public policy analysis.

Does McGill offer joint or interdisciplinary degrees involving political
science?
Yes, McGill offers interdisciplinary options combining political science with fields like economics, history,
philosophy, and international development.

Are there student organizations related to political science at McGill
University?
Yes, McGill has several student groups such as the Political Science Undergraduate Society and Model
United Nations clubs that engage students in political discussions and events.

What are the admission requirements for the political science graduate
programs at McGill?
Applicants typically need a relevant bachelor's degree with a strong academic record, letters of
recommendation, a statement of purpose, and for some programs, GRE scores or writing samples.

How does McGill's political science department support experiential
learning?
The department offers internships, co-op placements, and community engagement projects to provide
hands-on experience in political and policy environments.

Where can I find more information about McGill University's political
science courses and faculty?
Detailed information is available on McGill University's official website under the Faculty of Arts and the
Department of Political Science section, including course descriptions, faculty profiles, and contact details.

Additional Resources
1. Politics in Canada: Theory and Practice
This comprehensive book explores the Canadian political system with a focus on its institutions, political
behavior, and public policy. It provides insights into federalism, political parties, and electoral systems,



making it a valuable resource for students studying political science at McGill University. The text also
integrates contemporary issues and debates relevant to Canadian politics.

2. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices
Offering a detailed analysis of political systems worldwide, this book helps readers understand the different
structures and processes that shape governance. It covers themes such as democracy, authoritarianism, and
political economy, which are essential for comparative political analysis. The book is widely used in
McGill’s political science courses to foster critical thinking about global political dynamics.

3. International Relations: Theories and Approaches
This text introduces the key theories and methodologies used in the study of international relations,
including realism, liberalism, and constructivism. It discusses the role of states, international organizations,
and non-state actors in global politics. The book is particularly useful for McGill students interested in
understanding the complexities of global diplomacy and conflict.

4. Public Policy in Canada: An Introduction
Focusing on the policy-making process within Canada, this book examines how public policies are
formulated, implemented, and evaluated. It covers various policy areas such as health, environment, and
social welfare, providing a practical framework for analyzing government decisions. McGill political science
students benefit from its clear explanations and case studies.

5. Political Theory: An Introduction
This book offers a broad overview of political philosophy, tracing ideas from classical thinkers to
contemporary theorists. It covers essential concepts such as justice, liberty, equality, and power, which are
fundamental to political science studies at McGill. The text encourages students to engage critically with
normative questions about politics and society.

6. Federalism and Decentralization in Canada
Examining the division of powers between federal and provincial governments, this book discusses the
historical evolution and current challenges of Canadian federalism. It analyzes decentralization trends and
their impact on governance and intergovernmental relations. The material is particularly relevant for
McGill students interested in constitutional politics and public administration.

7. Gender and Politics in Canada
This book explores the intersection of gender and political life in Canada, highlighting issues such as
representation, policy impacts, and feminist political movements. It provides a critical perspective on how
gender shapes political participation and policy outcomes. McGill political science programs use this text to
deepen understanding of diversity and inclusion in politics.

8. Environmental Politics and Policy in Canada
Addressing the political dimensions of environmental issues, this book covers topics such as climate change,
resource management, and sustainability policies. It examines the roles of government, civil society, and
international actors in shaping environmental governance. The book is a key resource for students at



McGill interested in the nexus of politics and environmental challenges.

9. Political Economy: Institutions, Politics, and Policy
This text integrates economic principles with political analysis to explain how institutions and political
forces influence economic policy outcomes. It covers topics such as market regulation, public finance, and
development strategies. McGill political science students use this book to understand the complex
relationship between politics and economics.
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T.V. Paul, 2019-10-01 This book moves scholarly debates beyond the old question of whether or not
international institutions matter in order to examine how they matter, even in a world of power
politics. Power politics and international institutions are often studied as two separate domains, but
this is in need of rethinking because today most states strategically use institutions to further their
interests. Anders Wivel, T.V. Paul, and the international group of contributing authors update our
understanding of how institutions are viewed among the major theoretical paradigms in
international relations, and they seek to bridge the divides. Empirical chapters examine specific
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European Union. The book also points the way to future research. International Institutions and
Power Politics provides insights for both international relations theory and practical matters of
foreign affairs, and it will be essential reading for all international relations scholars and advanced
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Weaver, 2003-04-01 Democratic government is about making choices. Sometimes those choices
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program cut, increased taxes, or new regulatory standards. Citizens will resist such impositions if
they can, or will try to punish governments at election time. The dynamics of loss imposition are
therefore a universal—if unpleasant—element of democratic governance. The Government Taketh
Away examines the repercussions of unpopular government decisions in Canada and the United
States, the two great democratic nations of North America. Pal, Weaver, and their contributors
compare the capacities of the U.S. presidential system and the Canadian Westminster system to
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impose different types of losses: symbolic losses (gun control and abortion), geographically
concentrated losses (military base closings and nuclear waste disposal), geographically dispersed
losses (cuts to pensions and to health care), and losses imposed on business (telecommunications
deregulation and tobacco control). Theory holds that Westminster-style systems should, all things
being equal, have a comparative advantage in loss imposition because they concentrate power and
authority, though this can make it easier to pin blame on politicians too. The empirical findings of
the cases in this book paint a more complex picture. Westminster systems do appear to have some
robust abilities to impose losses, and US institutions provide more opportunities for loss-avoiders to
resist government policy in some sectors. But in most sectors, outcomes in the two countries are
strikingly similar. The Government Taketh Away is essential for the scholar and students of public
policy or comparative policy. It is also an important book for the average citizen who wants to know
more about the complexities of living in a democratic society where the government can give-but
how it can also, sometimes painfully, taketh away.
  mcgill university political science: The SAGE Handbook of Political Science Dirk
Berg-Schlosser, Bertrand Badie, Leonardo Morlino, 2020-02-11 The SAGE Handbook of Political
Science presents a major retrospective and prospective overview of the discipline. Comprising three
volumes of contributions from expert authors from around the world, the handbook aims to frame,
assess and synthesize research in the field, helping to define and identify its current and future
developments. It does so from a truly global and cross-area perspective Chapters cover a broad
range of aspects, from providing a general introduction to exploring important subfields within the
discipline. Each chapter is designed to provide a state-of-the-art and comprehensive overview of the
topic by incorporating cross-cutting global, interdisciplinary, and, where this applies, gender
perspectives. The Handbook is arranged over seven core thematic sections: Part 1: Political Theory
Part 2: Methods Part 3: Political Sociology Part 4: Comparative Politics Part 5: Public Policies and
Administration Part 6: International Relations Part 7: Major Challenges for Politics and Political
Science in the 21st Century
  mcgill university political science: Assessing Justin Trudeau’s Minority Governments
(2019–2025) Collectif Collectif, 2025-04-02T00:00:00-04:00 In 2025, Canadians will have the
opportunity to vote for their next government. This book offers an objective and accessible analysis
of the performance of Justin Trudeau’s minority governments in relation to the promises they made
on a wide range of issues, including reconciliation, immigration, climate, public finances,
international relations, national defense and ethical issues.
  mcgill university political science: Undercurrent Journal: Vol. 10, Issue 1 (Spring/Summer
2013) [Color] Leah Gerber (Editor-in-Chief), 2013-10-24 Undercurrent is the only student-run
national undergraduate journal publishing scholarly essays and articles that explore the subject of
international development. The journal is a refereed publication dedicated to providing a
non-partisan, supportive, yet critical and competitive forum exclusively for undergraduate research,
writing, and editing.
  mcgill university political science: Religion and Societies Carlo Caldarola, 2011-06-01 The
series Religion and Society (RS) contributes to the exploration of religions as social systems – both in
Western and non-Western societies; in particular, it examines religions in their differentiation from,
and intersection with, other cultural systems, such as art, economy, law and politics. Due attention is
given to paradigmatic case or comparative studies that exhibit a clear theoretical orientation with
the empirical and historical data of religion and such aspects of religion as ritual, the religious
imagination, constructions of tradition, iconography, or media. In addition, the formation of religious
communities, their construction of identity, and their relation to society and the wider public are key
issues of this series.
  mcgill university political science: Religion and Political Conflict in Latin America Daniel H.
Levine, 1986 The authors examine popular religion as a vital source of new values and experiences
as well as a source of pressure for change in the church, political life, and the social order as a
whole and deal with the issues of poverty and the role of the poor wit



  mcgill university political science: Research Handbook on Law and Courts Susan M. Sterett,
Lee Demetrius Walker, 2019 The Research Handbook on Law and Courts provides a systematic
analysis of new work on courts as governing institutions. Authors consider how courts have taken on
regulating fundamental categories of inclusion and exclusion, including citizenship rights. Courts’
centrality to governance is addressed in sections on judicial processes, sub-national courts, and
political accountability, all analyzed in multiple legal/political systems. Other chapters turn to
analyzing the worldwide push for diversity in staffing courts. Finally, the digitization of records
changes both court processes and studying courts. Authors included in the Handbook discuss
theoretical, empirical and methodological approaches to studying courts as governing institutions.
They also identify promising areas of future research.
  mcgill university political science: The Best 378 Colleges Princeton Review (Firm), Robert
Franek, 2013-08 A survey of life on the nation's campuses offers detailed profiles of the best colleges
and rankings of colleges in sixty-two different categories, along with a wealth of information and
applications tips.
  mcgill university political science: Research Handbook on Law and Political Systems Robert
M. Howard, Kirk A. Randazzo, Rebecca A. Reid, 2023-11-03 This Research Handbook is a
multi-faceted, comparative analysis of how law and political systems interact around the world.
Chapters include analyses of judicial deference, congressional support, democratic representation,
politicization of courts, public support, and judicialization across multiple jurisdictions in the United
States and abroad. Chapters also investigate transnational courts and the linkages between
international and domestic law and politics.
  mcgill university political science: Assessing Justin Trudeau’s Liberal Government
Collectif Collectif, 2019-07-16T00:00:00-04:00 Twenty renowned academics investigate the fate of
the 353 liberal campaign promises. Foreword by Thomas Mulcair.
  mcgill university political science: The Canadian Election Studies Mebs Kanji, Antoine
Bilodeau, Thomas J. Scotto, 2012-01-01 Why do Canadians vote the way they do? For more than
forty years, the primary objective of the ongoing Canadian Election Studies (CES) has been to
investigate that question. This volume brings together principal investigators of the Studies to
document the history of this impressive collection of surveys, examine what has been learned, and
consider their future. The wide-ranging collection of essays provides useful background and insights
on the relevance of the CES and lends perspective to the debate about where to steer the CES in the
years ahead.
  mcgill university political science: Contested Constitutionalism James B. Kelly,
Christopher P. Manfredi, 2010 Contested Constitutionalism is a critique of Canadian democracy,
judicial power, and the place of Quebec and Aboriginal peoples within the federation, all of which
have been altered by the Charter’s introduction in 1982.
  mcgill university political science: Neoliberal Turkey and its Discontents Fikret Adaman,
Bengi Akbulut, Murat Arsel, 2017-05-30 The 'neoliberal' economic policy of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's AKP Party, which has delivered extraordinary growth in Turkish GDP over the last
decade, has been one of the foundations of the party's popular appeal. Here, a group of experts on
Turkish political economy show how these policies have also had a detrimental impact on the
environment, sustainability and the long-term health of the Turkish economy. Taking the two main
sectors of growth during the past decade-energy and construction-as its primary focus, the book
engages broadly with the political economy of inequality and sustainability in contemporary Turkey.
Ultimately, the authors argue that 'environmental conflicts' in Turkey are not merely about the
environment but intersect with contemporary politics of religion, ethnicity, gender, and class within
the context of top-down, modernising economic development. Neoliberal Turkey and its Discontents
marks an important contribution to debates around the economic growth of Turkey and the future of
the AKP's long-term economic plan.
  mcgill university political science: Political Communication in Canada Alex Marland, Thierry
Giasson, Tamara A. Small, 2014-09-21 Changes in technology and media consumption are



transforming the way people communicate about politics. Are they also changing the way politicians
communicate to the public? Political Communication in Canada examines the way political parties,
politicians, interest groups, the media, and citizens are using new tactics, tools, and channels to
disseminate information, and also investigates the implications of these changes. Drawing on recent
examples, contributors review such things as the branding of the New Democratic Party, how
Stephen Harper’s image is managed, and politicians’ use of Twitter. They also discuss the evolving
role of political journalism, including media coverage of politics and how Canadians use the Internet
for political discussions. In an era when political communication – from political marketing to citizen
journalism – is of vital importance to the workings of government, this timely volume provides
insight into the future of Canadian democracy.
  mcgill university political science: Egypt Government and Business Contacts Handbook
IBP USA, 2011
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