
mckees rocks historical society
mckees rocks historical society is a dedicated organization committed to preserving
and promoting the rich history of McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania. This society plays a crucial
role in safeguarding the cultural heritage, artifacts, and stories that define the
community's past and contribute to its identity. Through a variety of programs, exhibits,
and educational initiatives, the McKees Rocks Historical Society ensures that residents
and visitors alike can explore the area's significant historical milestones. The society's
efforts encompass the collection of historical documents, photographs, and memorabilia
that depict McKees Rocks' evolution from its early days as a bustling industrial town to its
present-day status. This article will provide an in-depth overview of the McKees Rocks
Historical Society, highlighting its mission, activities, and the importance of local
historical preservation. Additionally, it will examine the society's impact on community
engagement and educational outreach. The following table of contents outlines the main
sections covered in this comprehensive article.
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Overview of the McKees Rocks Historical Society
The McKees Rocks Historical Society is a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving
the history and heritage of McKees Rocks and its surrounding areas. Established by local
historians and community members, the society serves as a repository for historical
records, artifacts, and personal stories that chronicle the development of the borough. Its
mission emphasizes education, preservation, and community involvement to foster a
greater appreciation of the region's unique past. The society operates a museum and
archives, providing resources for researchers, genealogists, and anyone interested in local
history. Regular meetings, lectures, and events are held to engage the public and maintain
an active presence within the community.

Mission and Goals
The primary mission of the McKees Rocks Historical Society is to collect, preserve, and
share the history of McKees Rocks. This includes:



Documenting the borough’s industrial and cultural heritage

Preserving historical sites and artifacts

Providing educational programs for all ages

Supporting historical research and publications

Promoting community pride through awareness of local history

Historical Significance of McKees Rocks
McKees Rocks, located near Pittsburgh along the Ohio River, has a rich history shaped by
its strategic location and industrial development. The borough was originally inhabited by
Native American tribes and later became a key site for European settlers. Its proximity to
the river and natural resources led to the establishment of steel mills, railroads, and
manufacturing plants, making it an important industrial hub during the 19th and early
20th centuries. The McKees Rocks Historical Society highlights these historical periods to
illustrate how the borough contributed to regional economic growth and social change.

Early Settlement and Native American Heritage
The area now known as McKees Rocks was originally a significant site for Native
American communities. Archaeological findings and historical records document the
presence of indigenous peoples who utilized the land for hunting, fishing, and trade. The
society preserves artifacts and educates the public about this foundational aspect of
McKees Rocks’ history, acknowledging the cultural importance of the Native American
legacy.

Industrial Growth and Community Development
During the 19th century, McKees Rocks experienced rapid industrialization with the rise
of steel production and transportation infrastructure. The borough became home to
numerous factories, shipyards, and rail lines, attracting immigrants and workers who
shaped the community’s demographic and cultural fabric. The historical society collects
oral histories, photographs, and documents that capture the lives of these early industrial
workers and the evolution of the borough’s neighborhoods.

Collections and Exhibits
The McKees Rocks Historical Society maintains an extensive collection of artifacts,
photographs, documents, and memorabilia that reflect the borough’s diverse history.
These collections serve as valuable resources for understanding McKees Rocks’ past and
are displayed in rotating exhibits at the society’s museum. The exhibits are carefully



curated to highlight significant themes such as industrial heritage, local families,
education, and community achievements.

Artifact Collections
The society’s artifact collection includes tools, machinery parts, household items, clothing,
and personal belongings from various historical periods. These tangible items provide
insight into the daily lives of McKees Rocks residents and the borough’s industrial
operations. Preservation of these artifacts is a priority, with efforts to maintain their
condition and provenance.

Photographic and Document Archives
Photographs and historical documents form a cornerstone of the society’s archival
materials. These archives feature images of historical buildings, community events, and
notable figures, alongside newspapers, maps, and official records. Such materials are
accessible to researchers and form the basis for many of the society’s publications and
presentations.

Community Programs and Educational Outreach
Engagement with the community is central to the McKees Rocks Historical Society’s work.
The organization offers a variety of programs designed to educate residents about local
history and encourage participation in preservation efforts. These initiatives target diverse
audiences, including students, families, and lifelong learners.

Educational Workshops and Lectures
The society regularly hosts workshops, lectures, and presentations on historical topics
relevant to McKees Rocks. These events are often led by historians, authors, and experts
who provide in-depth knowledge and encourage dialogue. Topics range from industrial
history to genealogy and architectural preservation.

School and Youth Programs
Recognizing the importance of educating younger generations, the society collaborates
with local schools to offer curriculum support, field trips, and interactive learning
experiences. These programs aim to instill an appreciation for history and inspire future
stewardship of the borough’s heritage.



Preservation Efforts and Challenges
The preservation of historical sites and artifacts in McKees Rocks involves ongoing
challenges, including funding limitations, environmental factors, and urban development
pressures. The McKees Rocks Historical Society actively participates in advocacy and
restoration projects to safeguard important landmarks and promote sustainable
preservation practices.

Historic Building Conservation
Several historic buildings in McKees Rocks have been identified as critical to the
borough’s heritage. The society works to raise awareness and support restoration efforts
for these structures, many of which face deterioration or potential demolition.
Preservation of architectural history is integral to maintaining the community’s character.

Funding and Resource Management
Securing adequate funding is a constant concern for the society. Grants, donations, and
fundraising events are essential to supporting its preservation and educational initiatives.
The society also relies on volunteers and partnerships with local organizations to maximize
resources and impact.

How to Get Involved
The McKees Rocks Historical Society encourages community members and history
enthusiasts to participate in its mission. Opportunities for involvement include
volunteering, membership, donations, and attending events. Active participation helps
ensure the continued preservation and celebration of McKees Rocks’ unique history.

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers play a vital role in the society’s operations, assisting with museum duties,
event planning, research, and outreach. Those interested can contribute their time and
skills to support various projects and activities.

Membership and Donations
Membership in the McKees Rocks Historical Society offers benefits such as newsletters,
invitations to special events, and opportunities to contribute to preservation efforts.
Financial donations are critical for sustaining the society’s programs and expanding its
collections.



Attending Events and Programs
Participation in the society’s public events, lectures, and exhibitions provides an engaging
way to learn about McKees Rocks history and connect with the community. These events
also serve as platforms for supporting the society’s ongoing work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the McKees Rocks Historical Society?
The McKees Rocks Historical Society is a community organization dedicated to preserving
and promoting the history and heritage of McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania.

Where is the McKees Rocks Historical Society located?
The McKees Rocks Historical Society is located in McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania, typically
operating out of a local historic building or museum space within the borough.

What types of events does the McKees Rocks Historical
Society host?
The society hosts various events such as historical tours, lectures, exhibitions, and
community gatherings to educate the public about the local history and culture.

How can I become a member of the McKees Rocks
Historical Society?
Interested individuals can become members by visiting the society's official website or
contacting them directly to sign up and support their preservation efforts.

Does the McKees Rocks Historical Society offer
educational resources?
Yes, the society offers educational resources including archives, photographs, and
publications that provide valuable information about the history of McKees Rocks for
researchers and the general public.

Additional Resources
1. McKees Rocks: A River Town's Legacy
This book delves into the rich history of McKees Rocks, highlighting its development as a
vital river town in Pennsylvania. It explores the town’s industrial roots, cultural evolution,
and significant events that shaped the community. Illustrated with archival photos and
personal stories, it offers readers a vivid portrait of McKees Rocks through the decades.



2. Steel and Stone: The Industrial Heritage of McKees Rocks
Focusing on the industrial boom, this volume covers the rise of steel mills and related
industries that fueled McKees Rocks' economy. It discusses the lives of workers, the
impact of industry on the town’s growth, and the eventual decline of manufacturing. The
book serves as an important record for understanding the town’s economic and social
transformation.

3. Neighborhoods and Narratives: The People of McKees Rocks
This collection of oral histories and personal anecdotes brings to life the diverse
communities of McKees Rocks. It highlights immigrant experiences, family traditions, and
the social fabric that created a strong sense of place. Readers gain insight into the
everyday lives of residents from past to present.

4. McKees Rocks in the 20th Century: Challenges and Changes
Examining the major challenges faced by the town in the 1900s, including economic shifts,
urban development, and social change. This book provides an analysis of how McKees
Rocks adapted to modern pressures while maintaining its unique identity. It also discusses
local efforts to preserve historical landmarks and community spirit.

5. The McKees Rocks Historical Society: Guardians of Heritage
A detailed history of the McKees Rocks Historical Society itself, this book outlines the
organization's founding, mission, and key projects. It highlights preservation efforts,
educational programs, and community events aimed at keeping the town’s history alive.
The narrative celebrates the dedication of volunteers and historians who champion local
heritage.

6. Landmarks of McKees Rocks: Architecture and Memory
This book showcases the architectural gems of McKees Rocks, from historic homes to
public buildings. It explores the stories behind notable structures and their significance to
the community’s identity. Richly illustrated, the book is a visual tribute to the town’s built
environment.

7. McKees Rocks and the Monongahela River: A Historical Connection
Tracing the relationship between McKees Rocks and the Monongahela River, this book
covers transportation, commerce, and recreation. It highlights how the river shaped the
town’s economy and lifestyle, including the role of docks, ferries, and river festivals. The
work underscores the river’s continuing importance to the community.

8. Education and Empowerment: Schools of McKees Rocks
Focusing on the educational institutions of McKees Rocks, this volume details the history
of schools, teachers, and students. It discusses how education influenced social mobility
and community cohesion over the years. The book includes profiles of notable educators
and alumni who contributed to the town’s development.

9. McKees Rocks Through Wartime: Stories of Service and Sacrifice
This book honors the men and women from McKees Rocks who served in various conflicts,
from World War I to modern engagements. It presents personal letters, photographs, and
veterans’ accounts, illustrating the town’s patriotism and sacrifices. The narrative also
addresses the impact of war on the local community and families.
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  mckees rocks historical society: McKees Rocks and Stowe Township Bernadette Sulzer
Agreen, McKees Rocks Historical Society, 2009 McKees Rocks and Stowe Township, just downriver
from the Point of Pittsburgh, contributed significantly to the growth of steel and transportation in
western Pennsylvania. In 1888, the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, known as the Little Giant,
built a 100-acre maintenance facility in McKees Rocks, igniting the spark to the region's massive
industrial, business, and population explosion. By 1910, the population soared to 15,000, fueled by
the rapid influx of nearly 6,000 immigrants. A landmark event in labor history occurred in July 1909,
when 5,000 foreign workers, representing 16 different nationalities, waged a long and bloody strike
against the Pressed Steel Car Company. McKees Rocks and Stowe Township showcases a region
whose diverse history includes the largest Native American mound in Pennsylvania, visits by George
Washington, floods, and even Al Capone. Today a rich mix of ethnic cultures still flavors the local
neighborhoods, and the accomplishments of homegrown businessmen, musicians, clergy, athletes,
public servants, artists, and educators are recognized and respected throughout western
Pennsylvania and beyond.
  mckees rocks historical society: The Forgotten Flapper Laini Giles, 2016-08-01 A presence
lurks in New York City’s New Amsterdam Theatre when the lights go down and the audience goes
home. They say she’s the ghost of Olive Thomas, one of the loveliest girls who ever lit up the
Ziegfeld Follies and the silent screen. From her longtime home at the theater, Ollie’s ghost tells her
story from her early life in Pittsburgh to her tragic death at twenty-five. After winning a contest for
“The Most Beautiful Girl in New York,” shopgirl Ollie modeled for the most famous artists in New
York, and then went on to become the toast of Broadway. When Hollywood beckoned, Ollie signed
first with Triangle Pictures, and then with Myron Selznick’s new production company, becoming
most well known for her work as a “baby vamp,” the precursor to the flappers of the 1920s. After a
stormy courtship, she married playboy Jack Pickford, Mary Pickford’s wastrel brother. Together they
developed a reputation for drinking, club-going, wrecking cars, and fighting, along with giving each
other expensive make-up gifts. Ollie's mysterious death in Paris’ Ritz Hotel in 1920 was one of
Hollywood’s first scandals, ensuring that her legend lived on.
  mckees rocks historical society: Pittsburgh's Inclines Donald Doherty, 2018 Offering a
panoramic view of present-day Pittsburgh, Monongahela and Duquesne Inclines attract pedestrians
traveling from the river's shore to the top of Mount Washington. These inclines were completed in
1870 and 1877 by real estate speculators hoping to capitalize on undeveloped land at the top of Coal
Hill, a name given due to its many coal mines. Housing in the valleys and other low-lying areas could
not accommodate the influx of new residents following the Civil War. Using technology perfected to
haul coal from mines, the region's first inclined railroads, or funiculars, carried people and goods
and formed a part of the Allegheny Portage Railroad. By 1900, inclines were an integral part of the
city's identity. During the early decades of the 20th century, however, automobiles and trucks made
access to Pittsburgh's hilltops relatively easy. Before the automobile, there were at least 15 inclines
in Pittsburgh. Today, there are two: the Monongahela and Duquesne Inclines.
  mckees rocks historical society: The Forgotten Actresses Collection 1 ("The Forgotten
Flapper," "The It Girl and Me," "Bathing Beauty") Laini Giles, 2020-01-18 The Forgotten
Actresses series combines real-life research with Hollywood Babylon flavor to create a sympathetic
look at some famous Hollywood hard-luck cases. Book One: The Forgotten Flapper - A presence
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lurks in New York City’s New Amsterdam Theatre when the lights go down and the audience goes
home. They say she’s the ghost of OLIVE THOMAS, one of the loveliest girls who ever lit up the
Ziegfeld Follies and the silent screen. From her longtime home at the theater, Ollie’s ghost tells her
story from her early life in Pittsburgh to her tragic death at twenty-five.After winning a contest for
“The Most Beautiful Girl in New York,” shopgirl Ollie modeled for the most famous artists in New
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most well known for her work as a “baby vamp,” the precursor to the flappers of the 1920s. After a
stormy courtship, she married playboy JACK PICKFORD, MARY PICKFORD’s wastrel brother.
Together they developed a reputation for drinking, club-going, wrecking cars, and fighting, along
with giving each other expensive make-up gifts. Ollie's mysterious death in Paris’ Ritz Hotel in 1920
was one of Hollywood’s first scandals, ensuring that her legend lived on. Book Two: The It Girl and
Me- Daisy DeVoe has left her abusive husband, her father has been pinched for bootlegging, and
she's embarrassed by her rural Kentucky roots. But on the plus side, she's climbing the ladder in the
salon of Paramount Pictures, styling hair for actress Clara Bow. Clara is a handful. The It Girl of the
Jazz Age personifies the new woman of the 1920s onscreen, smoking, drinking bootleg hooch, and
bursting with sex appeal. But her conduct off the set is even more scandalous. Hoping to impose a
little order on Clara's chaotic life, Paramount persuades Daisy to sign on as Clara's personal
secretary. Thanks to Daisy, Clara's bank account is soon flush with cash. And thanks to Clara, Daisy
can finally shake off her embarrassing past and achieve respectability for herself and her family. The
trouble begins when Clara's newest fiancé, cowboy star Rex Bell, wants to take over, and he and
Daisy battle for control. Torn between her loyalty to Clara and her love for her family, Daisy has to
make a difficult choice when she ends up in the county jail. Here, Daisy sets the record straight,
from her poverty-stricken childhood to her failed marriage; from a father in San Quentin to her
rollercoaster time with Clara, leaving out none of the juicy details. Book Three: Bathing Beauty-
During Hollywood’s infancy, Marie Prevost is a beautiful Canadian who becomes famous for her
silent film work with Mack Sennett’s Bathing Beauties.Lured away by an offer from Universal
Pictures, she makes more profitable flapper-themed movies, and when her contract ends, she moves
to Warner Brothers, where her star continues to rise. Her triumph in Ernst Lubitsch’s The Marriage
Circle and her marriage to actor Kenneth Harlan mark her as one of filmdom’s biggest stars of the
1920s. But in 1926, a series of tragedies combine to torpedo her career. By the 1930s, with her star
fallen, Marie desperately claws her way back, fighting weight gain and alcohol in her struggle to get
back on top. In Bathing Beauty, Marie tells the story of her rise to fame and her struggle to regain it,
despite all the odds.
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Vanderhall Blackjack with matte black finish and wanted something to protect the paint and I
wouldn't have to worry. I definitely
Graphene Collection - The Graphene Collection, by McKee's 37, is a collection of cutting-edge
products that utilize the latest advancements in chemistry to deliver superior results for the
professional or every-day
N-914 Rinseless Wash - V2 - McKee's 37 N-914 Rinseless Wash replaces the need for 4 separate
detailing chemicals, saving you time and frustration: Rinseless Wash: McKee's 37 N-914 Rinseless
Wash primarily
Graphene Ceramic Coating - I am very disappointed that - at the very least - I’ll have to again
strip these entire cars using all the processes and apply new ceramic coats from someone else on
each all of which is
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