
meaning of social communication

meaning of social communication encompasses the ways in which individuals
convey messages, share information, and interact within society. It involves
the exchange of ideas, emotions, and information through various verbal and
non-verbal channels. Understanding social communication is essential for
grasping how relationships are built, maintained, and influenced in personal,
professional, and cultural contexts. This concept extends beyond simple
conversation to include the social norms, behaviors, and skills that govern
effective interpersonal interactions. The meaning of social communication
also covers the role of media, technology, and societal structures in shaping
communication patterns. This article explores the definition, key elements,
types, and importance of social communication, as well as challenges and
strategies to enhance communication competence in social settings. The
following sections will provide a detailed examination of these aspects to
offer a comprehensive understanding of the topic.

Definition and Components of Social Communication

Types of Social Communication

Importance of Social Communication in Society

Factors Affecting Social Communication

Challenges in Social Communication

Strategies to Improve Social Communication Skills

Definition and Components of Social
Communication
The meaning of social communication refers to the process through which
individuals exchange information, ideas, feelings, and meanings within a
social context. It is a dynamic and interactive process that involves both
sending and receiving messages through various mediums. At its core, social
communication is about understanding and being understood in interpersonal
and group settings.

Key Components of Social Communication
Social communication consists of several essential components that work
together to facilitate effective interaction:



Sender: The individual or group initiating the message.

Message: The content or information being conveyed.

Medium: The channel or method used to transmit the message (e.g., spoken
word, gestures, digital media).

Receiver: The person or audience interpreting the message.

Feedback: The response or reaction from the receiver, indicating
comprehension or emotional reaction.

Context: The social, cultural, and environmental factors that influence
the communication process.

These components interact continuously to create meaningful social exchanges.

Types of Social Communication
Social communication manifests in various forms, each serving different
purposes and occurring in diverse settings. Understanding these types helps
clarify the broad meaning of social communication and its practical
applications.

Verbal Communication
Verbal communication involves the use of spoken or written language to convey
messages. This type is fundamental in everyday conversations, educational
interactions, and professional exchanges. It includes the choice of words,
tone, and clarity to ensure accurate message delivery.

Nonverbal Communication
Nonverbal communication includes gestures, facial expressions, body language,
eye contact, and other physical cues that complement or substitute verbal
messages. It plays a critical role in expressing emotions, attitudes, and
social signals within interactions.

Visual Communication
Visual communication uses symbols, images, charts, and other visual aids to
support or enhance the understanding of messages. In social contexts, visual
communication is often employed in presentations, social media, and
advertising.



Digital Communication
With the rise of technology, digital communication has become a vital type of
social communication. It covers emails, social networking, instant messaging,
and video conferencing, enabling real-time or asynchronous interactions
across distances.

Importance of Social Communication in Society
Understanding the meaning of social communication is crucial due to its
significant impact on individual and collective functioning within societies.
Effective communication fosters relationships, promotes collaboration, and
supports social cohesion.

Building Relationships
Social communication enables individuals to establish connections, share
experiences, and develop trust. It is the foundation for friendships, family
bonds, and professional networks.

Facilitating Collaboration and Problem Solving
In workplaces and communities, clear communication is essential for teamwork,
decision-making, and conflict resolution. It allows different perspectives to
be shared and understood, leading to effective solutions.

Promoting Cultural Understanding
Social communication bridges cultural differences by enabling the exchange of
beliefs, values, and customs. It helps reduce misunderstandings and fosters
respect among diverse groups.

Supporting Mental and Emotional Well-being
Expressing feelings and receiving social support through communication
contributes to psychological health and resilience.

Factors Affecting Social Communication
Several factors influence the effectiveness and clarity of social
communication. Recognizing these elements is essential to grasp the full
meaning of social communication and its complexities.



Cultural Background
Cultural norms and values shape communication styles, language use, and
interpretation of messages. Differences in culture can lead to variations in
social communication patterns.

Social Context
The setting and social environment affect how messages are conveyed and
received. Formal and informal contexts require different communication
approaches.

Language Proficiency
The ability to use and understand language impacts the clarity and success of
communication. Language barriers can hinder social interactions.

Emotional State
Emotions influence tone, body language, and receptivity, affecting the
overall communication process.

Technological Factors
Access to and familiarity with communication technologies can enhance or
limit social communication opportunities.

Challenges in Social Communication
The meaning of social communication also includes recognizing obstacles that
can disrupt or distort interactions. These challenges can arise from
individual, social, or technological sources.

Misinterpretation and Ambiguity
Messages may be misunderstood due to unclear language, nonverbal cues, or
cultural differences, leading to confusion or conflict.

Communication Barriers
Physical barriers, language differences, emotional blocks, and technological
limitations can impede effective communication.



Social Anxiety and Communication Disorders
Some individuals experience difficulties in social communication due to
psychological conditions or developmental disorders, affecting their ability
to interact socially.

Information Overload
Excessive information, especially in digital communication, can overwhelm
individuals and reduce message retention and comprehension.

Strategies to Improve Social Communication
Skills
Enhancing social communication skills is vital for personal development and
successful social interactions. Various strategies target different aspects
of communication to improve clarity, understanding, and connection.

Active Listening
Engaging fully with the speaker by paying attention, asking questions, and
providing feedback ensures messages are accurately received and understood.

Developing Empathy
Understanding and sharing the feelings of others fosters stronger social
bonds and more effective communication.

Improving Nonverbal Communication
Being aware of body language, facial expressions, and tone helps convey
messages more accurately and read others’ cues effectively.

Enhancing Language Skills
Expanding vocabulary, practicing clear articulation, and adapting language to
the audience improve verbal communication.

Utilizing Technology Effectively
Leveraging digital tools appropriately can facilitate smoother and more



accessible social communication, especially across distances.

Managing Emotional Responses
Controlling emotions and responding thoughtfully during interactions prevents
misunderstandings and conflicts.

Practice active listening daily to improve comprehension.1.

Engage in social activities to build empathy and social skills.2.

Observe and mimic positive nonverbal behaviors.3.

Expand vocabulary through reading and conversation.4.

Use digital communication tools mindfully and professionally.5.

Develop emotional intelligence through mindfulness and reflection.6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of social communication?
Social communication refers to the process of exchanging information, ideas,
and feelings between individuals or groups within a society, using verbal and
non-verbal methods to build relationships and share understanding.

How does social communication differ from general
communication?
Social communication specifically focuses on interactions within social
contexts and relationships, emphasizing the social rules and cultural norms
that guide communication, whereas general communication can occur in any
context without necessarily involving social interaction.

Why is social communication important in daily life?
Social communication is important because it helps individuals build
connections, collaborate effectively, resolve conflicts, and understand
social cues, which are essential for personal and professional relationships.



What are some examples of social communication?
Examples of social communication include conversations with friends and
family, group discussions, social media interactions, workplace meetings, and
non-verbal cues like facial expressions and gestures used in social settings.

How does social communication impact mental health?
Effective social communication can enhance mental health by fostering a sense
of belonging and support, while poor social communication can lead to
misunderstandings, isolation, and increased stress or anxiety.

What role does culture play in social communication?
Culture shapes social communication by influencing language, non-verbal
behaviors, communication styles, and social norms, which affect how messages
are sent, received, and interpreted in different social groups.

Can social communication skills be improved?
Yes, social communication skills can be improved through practice, active
listening, empathy development, understanding social cues, and learning
effective verbal and non-verbal communication techniques.

What is the connection between social communication
and social media?
Social media is a platform that facilitates social communication by allowing
individuals to share information, express opinions, and interact with others
across distances, shaping modern social interactions and communication
patterns.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Social Communication: Theories and Practices
This book explores the fundamental theories behind social communication and
how they apply to everyday interactions. It covers the psychological and
sociological perspectives, offering insights into verbal and non-verbal
communication. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how social
communication shapes relationships and societal structures.

2. The Social Brain: How Communication Shapes Human Interaction
Focusing on the neurological basis of social communication, this book delves
into how the brain processes social cues and language. It explains the
connection between cognitive functions and effective communication within
groups. The author highlights the importance of empathy and social cognition
in building meaningful connections.



3. Social Communication in a Digital Age
This title examines the impact of technology on social communication,
particularly through social media and digital platforms. It discusses changes
in communication patterns, challenges like misinformation, and the evolution
of language online. The book offers strategies for maintaining genuine social
interactions in a digitally dominated world.

4. Interpersonal Communication: Building Meaningful Connections
A practical guide to enhancing interpersonal communication skills, this book
emphasizes listening, empathy, and clarity. It illustrates how these skills
contribute to meaningful and effective social exchanges. Through real-life
examples, readers learn to navigate conflicts and foster stronger
relationships.

5. The Meaning of Social Communication in Cultural Contexts
This book explores how social communication varies across different cultures
and societies. It highlights the role of cultural norms, values, and language
in shaping communication styles. Readers gain an appreciation for cross-
cultural communication and strategies to bridge cultural gaps.

6. Language and Social Communication: An Integrated Approach
Focusing on the interplay between language and social interaction, this book
examines how meaning is constructed and conveyed. It covers pragmatics,
semantics, and discourse analysis to provide a deep understanding of
communicative competence. The author also discusses language development and
its role in social integration.

7. Nonverbal Communication and Social Meaning
This book sheds light on the powerful role of body language, facial
expressions, and gestures in social communication. It explains how nonverbal
cues complement or contradict spoken words, influencing interpretation and
interaction. Readers learn to decode and use nonverbal signals effectively in
various social contexts.

8. Communication and Social Identity: Understanding Group Dynamics
Examining the link between communication and social identity, this book
discusses how individuals express and negotiate their identities through
interaction. It covers topics like group membership, stereotypes, and social
influence. The text provides tools to understand and manage identity-related
communication challenges.

9. Effective Social Communication in Organizational Settings
This book addresses the role of communication within organizations and its
impact on teamwork, leadership, and productivity. It offers insights into
formal and informal communication channels and conflict resolution. Readers
learn techniques to enhance clarity, collaboration, and morale in
professional environments.
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  meaning of social communication: Social Communication in Advertising William Leiss,
Stephen Kline, Sut Jhally, Jackie Botterill, 2013-05-13 Now available in a significantly updated third
edition to address new issues such as the Internet and globalization, Social Communication in
Advertising remains the most comprehensive historical study of advertising and its function within
contemporary society. It traces advertising's influence within three key social domains: the new
commodities industry, popular culture, and the mass media that manages the constellation of images
that unifies all three. The third edition includes: * discussion of new technologies and issues, from
the Internet to globalization * updated and expanded examples and illustrations * revisions
throughout to address recent developments in advertising scholarship and the latest trends in
advertising practice
  meaning of social communication: The Social Meanings of Sacrifice in the Hebrew Bible
David Janzen, 2012-08-09 This work uses anthropological theory and field studies to investigate the
social function and meaning of sacrifice. All rituals, including sacrifice, communicate social beliefs
and morality, but these cannot be determined outside of a study of the social context. Thus, there is
no single explanation for sacrifice - such as those advanced by René Girard or Walter Burkert or
late-19th and early-20th century scholars. The book then examines four different writings in the
Hebrew Bible - the Priestly Writing, the Deuteronomistic History, Ezra-Nehemiah, and Chronicles -
to demonstrate how different social origins result in different social meanings of sacrifice.
  meaning of social communication: The Oxford Handbook of Language and Social Psychology
Thomas M. Holtgraves, 2014-09-02 Language pervades everything we do as social beings. It is, in
fact, difficult to disentangle language from social life, and hence its importance is often missed. The
emergence of new communication technologies makes this even more striking. People come to know
one another through these interactions without ever having met face-to-face. How? Through the
words they use and the way they use them. The Oxford Handbook of Language and Social
Psychology is a unique and innovative compilation of research that lies at the intersection of
language and social psychology. Language is viewed as a social activity, and to understand this
complex human activity requires a consideration of its social psychological underpinnings.
Moreover, as a social activity, the use and in fact the existence of language has implications for a
host of traditional social psychological processes. Hence, there is a reciprocal relationship between
language and social psychology, and it is this reciprocal relationship that defines the essence of this
handbook. The handbook is divided into six sections. The first two sections focus on the social
underpinnings of language, that is, the social coordination required to use language, as well as the
manner in which language and broad social dimensions such as culture mutually constitute one
another. The next two sections consider the implications of language for a host of traditional social
psychological topics, including both intraindividual (e.g., attribution) and interindividual (e.g.,
intergroup relations) processes. The fifth section examines the role of language in the creation of
meaning, and the final section includes chapters documenting the importance of the language-social
psychology interface for a number of applied areas.
  meaning of social communication: Handbook of Autism and Pervasive Developmental
Disorders, Volume 2 Fred R. Volkmar, Sally J. Rogers, Rhea Paul, Kevin A. Pelphrey, 2014-02-21 The
latest and most comprehensive resource on autism and related disorders Since the original edition
was first published more than a quarter-century ago, The Handbook of Autism and Pervasive
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Developmental Disorders has been the most influential reference work in the field. Volume 2 of this
comprehensive work includes a wealth of information from the experts in their respective
specialities within the larger field of autism studies: Assessment, Interventions, and Social Policy
Perspectives. Within the three sections found in Volume 2, readers will find in-depth treatment of:
Screening for autism in young children; diagnostic instruments in autism spectrum disorders (ASD);
clinical evaluation in multidisciplinary settings; assessing communications in ASD; and behavioral
assessment of individuals with autism, including current practice and future directions Interventions
for infants and toddlers at risk; comprehensive treatment models for children and youth with ASD;
targeted interventions for social communication symptoms in preschoolers with ASD; augmentative
and alternative communication; interventions for challenging behaviors; supporting mainstream
educational success; supporting inclusion education; promoting recreational engagement in children
with ASD; social skills interventions; and employment and related services for adults with ASD
Supporting adult independence in the community for individuals with high functioning ASD;
supporting parents, siblings, and grandparents of people with ASD; and evidence-based psychosocial
interventions for individuals with ASD Special topic coverage such as autism across cultures; autism
in the courtroom; alternative treatments; teacher and professional training guidelines; economic
aspects of autism; and consideration of alternative treatments The new edition includes the relevant
updates to help readers stay abreast of the state of this rapidly evolving field and gives them a guide
to separate the wheat from the chaff as information about autism proliferates.
  meaning of social communication: Language – Meaning – Social Construction , 2016-09-12
This uniquely interdisciplinary collection of essays derives in part from a two-day international
conference held at Heriot-Watt University in November 1999 and conceived as a critical forum for
the discussion of the concept of interaction. The collection satisfies a continuing need for
interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary research in the humanities and stems from an awareness of
the growing currency of interactionist theories in several fields and the need to make a critical
contribution to such theories and related concepts such as intersubjectivity and dialogism. Rather
than advancing an apologetic view of interaction as something given, the contributors carefully
consider and challenge commonly held epistemological and theoretical assumptions relating to the
interaction concept. Interaction, if it is to be a meaningful concept, must be seen in terms of its
modes (e.g. linguistic, media-based), units (language, logic, communication), objectives
(understanding, consensus, stability) and fields of operation (face-to-face interaction, translation,
social codification). This collection is intended to offer a provisional response to the question posed
by one of its contributors, ‘What does it mean today that communication as the mechanism of social
co-ordination has itself become complex?’. It means that erstwhile certainties of meaning
transmission, stability, duality or dichotomy, identity and difference can be challenged and
theoretically modelled in new contexts. Interdisciplinarity is one means by which to illuminate this
complexity from several sides in the pursuit of theoretical blind spots in the field of critical
communication studies. The book will be of particular interest to researchers and students in
communication theory, linguistics, translation studies, logic, social psychology, discourse studies,
European Studies, philosophy and semiotics.
  meaning of social communication: Social Meanings of News Daniel A. Berkowitz,
1997-03-05 What is news and why does it turn out the way it does? These questions are addressed in
this Reader. Classic news studies representing several methodologies and approaches are presented
to guide students in their initial exploration into the topics. Berkowitz provides an orientation for a
social approach to studying news, departing from the premise that news is a human construction
that gains its characteristics through the social world from which it emerges. The first section of
readings introduces a theoretical background for analyzing the sections that follow. Each of the
eight sections are clearly and concisely introduced by Berkowitz, enabling students to interpret the
salient points from and implications of representative articles in the field.
  meaning of social communication: The Oxford Handbook of Social Cognition Donal E.
Carlston, 2013-09-19 This handbook provides a comprehensive review of social cognition, ranging



from its history and core research areas to its relationships with other fields. The 43 chapters
included are written by eminent researchers in the field of social cognition, and are designed to be
understandable and informative to readers with a wide range of backgrounds.
  meaning of social communication: The Routledge Handbook of Strategic
Communication Derina Holtzhausen, Ansgar Zerfass, 2014-11-20 The Routledge Handbook of
Strategic Communication provides a comprehensive review of research in the strategic
communication domain and offers educators and graduate-level students a compilation of
approaches to and studies of varying aspects of the field. The volume provides insights into ongoing
discussions that build an emerging body of knowledge. Focusing on the metatheoretical,
philosophical, and applied aspects of strategic communication, the parts of the volume cover: •
Conceptual foundations, • Institutional and organizational dimensions, • Implementing strategic
communication, and • Domains of practice An international set of authors contributes to this volume,
illustrating the broad arena in which this work is taking place. A timely volume surveying the
current state of scholarship, this Handbook is essential reading for scholars in strategic
communication at all levels of experience.
  meaning of social communication: A Critical Dictionary of Sociology Raymond Boudon,
François Bourricaud, 1989 This distinguished reference work is much more than a lexicon or
ordinary dictionary. Each essay, complete with bibliographical references, presents a selective and
critical discussion of some issue fundamental to sociology. Synthesizing American, British, French,
and German, taken together these contributions provide a coherent and sophisticated critique of the
sociological tradition.
  meaning of social communication: Tabbner's Nursing Care Gabby Koutoukidis, Rita
Funnell, Karen Lawrence, Jodie Hughson, Kate Stainton, 2009 Tabbner's Nursing Care: Theory and
Practice is the only Australian and New Zealand textbook written specifically for the enrolled nurse
student. The new 5th edition of this best-selling text has been fully revised and updated throughout
to reflect the content of the new National Curriculum. Unit 1 The evolution of nursing Unit 2 The
health care environment Unit 3 Cultural diversity and nursing practice Unit 4 Promoting
psychosocial health in nursing practice Unit 5 Nursing individuals throughout the lifespan Unit 6
The nursing process Unit 7 Assessing health Unit 8 Important component of nursing care Unit 9
Health promotion and nursing care of the individual Appendices.--Provided by publisher.
  meaning of social communication: Developing Through Relationships Alan Fogel,
1993-08 The purpose of this outstanding new book is to explain how individuals develop through
their relationships with others. Alan Fogel demonstrates that creativity is at the heart human
development, arising out of a social dynamic process called co-regulation. He focuses on the act of
communication - between adults, between parents and children, among non-human animals, even
among cells and genes - to create an original model of human development. Fogel weaves together
theory and empirical findings from a variety of disciplines - linguistics, biology, literature, cognitive
and neural science, ethology, anthropology, and psychology - to demonstrate the continuous process
model of communication. He contends that the human mind and sense of self must be seen as
developing out of the processes of communication and relationship-formation between the subject
and other individuals. Rarely has a work of scholarship so elegantly and so persuasively presented a
complex psychological theory and its practical application. Developing through Relationships not
only makes a substantial contribution to developmental psychology but also to the fields of
communication, cognitive science, linguistics, and biology.
  meaning of social communication: Psychological Processes in Deaf Children with Complex
Needs Lindsey Edwards, Susan Crocker, 2008 This book is a concise and authoritative guide for
professionals working with deaf children and their families. It draws on the latest evidence to
explain the impact of hearing impairment and uses case studies to focus on the key issues for
assessment and intervention. It also suggests practical strategies for treatment and development.
  meaning of social communication: Pragmatic Disorders Louise Cummings, 2014-01-10 This
wide-ranging survey of the state of the art in clinical pragmatics includes an examination of



pragmatic disorders in previously neglected populations such as juvenile offenders, children and
adults with emotional and behavioural disorders, and adults with non-Alzheimer dementias. This
book makes a significant contribution to the discussion of pragmatic disorders by exploring topics
which have a fast-rising profile in the field. These topics include disorders in which there are both
pragmatic and cognitive components, and studies of the complex impacts of pragmatic disorders
such as mental health problems, educational disadvantage and social exclusion. This book also
presents a critical evaluation of our current state of knowledge of pragmatic disorders. The author
focuses on the lack of integration between theoretical and clinical branches of pragmatics and
argues that the work of clinicians is all too often inadequately informed by theoretical frameworks.
She attempts to bridge these gaps by pursuing a closer alliance of clinical and theoretical branches
of pragmatics. It is claimed that this alliance represents the most promising route for the future
development of the field. At once a yardstick measuring progress thus far in clinical pragmatics, and
also a roadmap for future research development, this single-author volume defines where we have
reached in the field, as well as where we have to go next.​
  meaning of social communication: Rethinking Communicative Interaction Colin B. Grant,
2003 From government eavesdropping to Internet crime, reality TV to computer-mediated
communication and mobile telephones, the face of communication has fundamentally changed. The
contingencies and complexities of communication can be witnessed in old and new media, in
changing patterns of face-to-face interactions and the pluralization of the self and blurring of the
distinction between the real and virtual. To date, theories of interaction have been slow to
conceptualize communication in terms of its instabilities. Social communication models remain
heavily indebted to an interaction paradigm which is often intuitive, epistemologically conservative
and even a-critical. By contrast, an interdisciplinary programme in communication covers a complex
field which requires the broadest possible range of approaches beyond current disciplinary confines.
This collection seeks to examine some of the implications for our understanding of interaction when
communication is conceptualized as a complex uncertainty.
  meaning of social communication: Organizational Compassion Ace Volkmann Simpson,
Miguel Pina e Cunha, Stewart Clegg, Arménio Rego, Marco Berti, 2024-03-14 Organizational
compassion provides a multitude of benefits at individual, team and organizational levels. These
encompass heightened positive affect, trust, engagement, loyalty, performance, resilience, and
recovery. This important book provides an accessible yet scholarly overview of key academic
findings and theories on organizational compassion. It equips readers with tools for reflection,
awakening and practical application of compassion within the workplace across dyadic, team and
organizational contexts. Historically, compassion work has been largely unacknowledged in official
organizational discourse. Yet, wherever there are human beings, there will be suffering; where there
is human suffering, one can often find human responses infused with kindness and compassion. This
observation holds true across industries, professions, and communities. The book explores the
complexities of organizational compassion, analyzing the factors that enhance organizational
compassion capabilities, as well as those that make compassion falter and fail. The primary aim of
this book is to foster the cultivation of organizational compassion by providing a provocative,
stimulating and engaging foray into the academic study of organizational compassion for readers,
ranging from undergraduate to postgraduate and executive students, as well as reflective
practitioners. In a world marked by suffering and challenges, a research-based understanding and
fostering of compassion at work, offers a path towards a better future.
  meaning of social communication: Quantities of Social Communication Luděk Hřebíček, 1986
  meaning of social communication: Handbook of Communication and Social Interaction
Skills John O. Greene, Brant Raney Burleson, 2003 A comprehensive handbook covering social
interaction skills & skill acquisition, in the context of personal, professional, and public stages. For
scholars & students in interpersonal, group, family & health communication.
  meaning of social communication: Visual Methodologies Gillian Rose, 2016-03-26 Now in its
Fourth Edition, Visual Methodologies: An Introduction to Researching with Visual Materials is a



bestselling critical guide to the study and analysis of visual culture. Existing chapters have been fully
updated to offer a rigorous examination and demonstration of an individual methodology in a clear
and structured style. Reflecting changes in the way society consumes and creates its visual content,
new features include: Brand new chapters dealing with social media platforms, the development of
digital methods and the modern circulation and audiencing of research images More ′Focus′ features
covering interactive documentaries, digital story-telling and participant mapping A Companion
Website featuring links to useful further resources relating to each chapter. A now classic text,
Visual Methodologies appeals to undergraduates, graduates, researchers and academics across the
social sciences and humanities who are looking to get to grips with the complex debates and ideas in
visual analysis and interpretation.
  meaning of social communication: Social Media for Project Management Johan Ninan,
2022-11-17 Explores the uses of social media in project management Investigates the use of social
media by different stakeholders for different purposes Summarize tools that can analyze social
media for making decisions regarding projects
  meaning of social communication: A Theory of Contemporary Rhetoric Richard Andrews,
2013-08-22 A Theory of Contemporary Rhetoric describes, explains, and argues the overarching
theory of contemporary rhetoric. This current view of rhetoric brings together themes in the
communication arts, including political literary criticism; bi- and multi-lingualism; multimodality;
framing as an artistic and sociological device for composition and interpretation; literacy in the
digital age; and the division between fiction and ‘non-fiction’ in language/literature studies. Chapters
explore the implications of rhetoric for particular aspects of the field. Discussions throughout the
book provide illustrations that ground the material in practice. As an overarching theory in the
communication arts, rhetoric is elegant as a theoretical solution and simple as a practical one. It
asks such questions as who is speaking/writing/composing? to whom? why? what is being conveyed?
and how is it being conveyed? Acknowledging the dirth of recent works addressing the theory of
rhetoric, this book aims to fill the existing theoretical gap and at the same time move the field of
language/literature studies forward into new territory. It provides the keynote theoretical guide for a
generation of teachers, teacher educators and researchers in the fields of English as a subject;
English as a second, foreign or additional language; and language study in general.
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