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mechanical blue switch keyboard models have become a staple for typists, gamers, and
professionals seeking a tactile and audible feedback experience. These keyboards utilize mechanical
blue switches, known for their distinctive clicky sound and tactile bump that provides satisfying
feedback with every keystroke. This article explores the features, benefits, and considerations
associated with mechanical blue switch keyboards. It also delves into the technical specifications of
blue switches, compares them with other switch types, and offers guidance on choosing the right
keyboard for various needs. Whether for enhanced typing accuracy or gaming performance,
understanding the unique characteristics of mechanical blue switch keyboards is essential for making
an informed purchase.
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Understanding Mechanical Blue Switch Keyboards

A mechanical blue switch keyboard is a type of mechanical keyboard that incorporates blue switches
beneath each keycap. These switches are characterized by their tactile bump and audible click sound
when a key is pressed. Unlike membrane or rubber dome keyboards, mechanical keyboards use
individual mechanical switches for each key, offering superior durability and responsiveness. The blue
switch is a popular variant within the mechanical switch family, frequently favored for its distinct
typing experience.

What Are Mechanical Blue Switches?

Mechanical blue switches are a specific type of mechanical switch designed to provide tactile
feedback and an audible click. They require a certain actuation force to register a keypress, typically
around 50-60 grams, and have a reset point that supports rapid and precise typing. The audible click
and tactile bump occur near the actuation point, allowing users to know when a keypress has been
successfully registered without bottoming out the key.



History and Popularity

Mechanical blue switches gained popularity through the Cherry MX Blue switch, one of the earliest
and most widely used blue switches in the market. Their distinct sound and feel made them a favorite
among typists and gamers who value feedback during keypresses. Over time, various manufacturers
have developed their own versions of blue switches to cater to different preferences, but the core
characteristics remain consistent.

Key Features of Mechanical Blue Switches

The hallmark features of mechanical blue switches make them easily distinguishable from other
switch types. Understanding these features helps users determine whether a mechanical blue switch
keyboard suits their needs.

Tactile Feedback and Audible Click

One of the defining features of mechanical blue switches is the tactile bump followed by a sharp
audible click. This feedback ensures the user knows precisely when a keypress is registered,
enhancing typing accuracy and speed. The click sound is produced by a mechanism inside the switch,
which provides auditory confirmation with each keystroke.

Actuation Force and Travel Distance

Mechanical blue switches typically require an actuation force of about 50-60 grams, which is
moderate compared to other switch types. The total key travel distance is usually around 4
millimeters, with the actuation point at approximately 2 millimeters. This balance allows for
comfortable typing without excessive force, reducing finger fatigue during extended use.

Durability and Build Quality

Mechanical switches, including blue switches, are known for their durability, often rated for tens of
millions of keystrokes. This longevity surpasses that of membrane keyboards and ensures that
mechanical blue switch keyboards maintain performance over years of heavy use. The high build
quality of these switches also contributes to consistent keystroke registration and reliability.

Advantages of Using a Mechanical Blue Switch



Keyboard

Mechanical blue switch keyboards offer numerous benefits that appeal to various user groups. These
advantages stem from the switch design and overall keyboard construction.

Improved Typing Accuracy and Speed

The tactile bump and audible click provide immediate feedback, reducing typing errors and allowing
for faster keypress recognition. Users can develop muscle memory more efficiently, resulting in
improved typing speed and accuracy over time.

Enhanced User Experience

The satisfying click sound and tactile sensation can make typing more enjoyable, especially for users
who spend long hours at the keyboard. This sensory feedback can reduce the monotony of typing and
increase user satisfaction.

Better Gaming Performance

While some gamers prefer linear switches, many appreciate mechanical blue switch keyboards for
gaming due to their precise actuation and feedback. The tactile bump helps prevent accidental
keypresses, and the audible click confirms inputs during intense gaming sessions.

Longevity and Reliability

Mechanical blue switch keyboards are built to last, often capable of enduring over 50 million
keystrokes per switch. This durability makes them a cost-effective choice for users who require a
dependable keyboard for heavy daily use.

Common Applications and User Profiles

Mechanical blue switch keyboards are suited to specific applications and user types based on their
unique characteristics.

Professional Typists and Writers



The tactile and auditory feedback of blue switches is highly valued by professional typists and writers
who require accuracy and speed. The clear indication of key actuation reduces errors and increases
productivity.

Office and General Use

Users who spend considerable time typing documents, emails, or data entry benefit from the durable
and responsive nature of mechanical blue switch keyboards. The satisfying typing experience can
improve comfort during long work sessions.

Gamers

Although preferences vary, many gamers favor blue switches for their precise feedback and
confirmation sounds. These features help in games that require quick, deliberate keystrokes.

Enthusiasts and Keyboard Hobbyists

Keyboard enthusiasts often choose mechanical blue switch keyboards for customization and the
distinctive typing feel. The popularity of these switches in the mechanical keyboard community
makes them a common choice for builds and modifications.

Comparing Mechanical Blue Switches with Other Switch
Types

Mechanical blue switches are one category among many mechanical switch options. Comparing them
to other switch types helps clarify their position in the market.

Blue Switches vs. Red Switches

Red switches are linear and quiet, lacking the tactile bump and click of blue switches. While red
switches require less force and are preferred by some gamers for rapid key presses, blue switches
provide better feedback for typing accuracy.

Blue Switches vs. Brown Switches

Brown switches offer tactile feedback without the audible click, making them quieter than blue



switches. They provide a middle ground for users who want feedback but prefer less noise, suitable
for shared or office environments.

Blue Switches vs. Black Switches

Black switches are linear and require more actuation force than blue switches, making them heavier
to press. The absence of tactile feedback and noise differentiates black switches, often preferred by
users who like a firm keypress without clicks.

Maintenance and Longevity of Mechanical Blue Switch
Keyboards

Proper maintenance extends the life and performance of mechanical blue switch keyboards.
Understanding care techniques ensures continued satisfaction.

Cleaning and Upkeep

Regular cleaning of keycaps and switches prevents debris buildup that can affect keystroke
responsiveness. Using compressed air and gentle cleaning tools helps maintain switch performance
without damage.

Switch Replacement and Modding

Many mechanical blue switch keyboards feature hot-swappable switches, allowing users to replace or
upgrade switches without soldering. This flexibility supports customization and extends keyboard
lifespan.

Expected Lifespan

Mechanical blue switches typically last for 50 million keystrokes or more, translating to several years
of heavy use. Proper maintenance and careful handling can maximize lifespan and maintain
consistent performance.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

Over time, switches may develop issues such as double typing or unregistered keypresses. Cleaning,



reseating keycaps, or replacing faulty switches are common solutions to these problems.

Regular cleaning prevents dust and grime buildup

Hot-swappable designs facilitate easy switch replacement

Switch lifespan typically exceeds 50 million keystrokes

Address common issues promptly to avoid performance degradation

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a mechanical blue switch keyboard?
A mechanical blue switch keyboard uses blue mechanical switches known for their tactile bump and
audible click sound, providing satisfying feedback for typing.

How do blue mechanical switches differ from other switch
types?
Blue switches have a tactile bump and a distinct click sound upon actuation, unlike red switches
which are smooth and silent, or brown switches which are tactile but quieter.

Are mechanical blue switch keyboards suitable for gaming?
While blue switches provide precise feedback, their loud click sound and higher actuation force may
not be ideal for fast-paced gaming compared to quieter and smoother switches like red or brown.

What are the advantages of using a mechanical blue switch
keyboard?
Advantages include improved typing accuracy due to tactile feedback, satisfying audible clicks, and
durability, making them popular among typists and programmers.

Can I customize the keycaps on a mechanical blue switch
keyboard?
Yes, most mechanical blue switch keyboards support hot-swappable or standard MX-compatible
keycaps, allowing users to customize the look and feel of their keyboard.

Are mechanical blue switch keyboards noisy?
Yes, mechanical blue switches are known for their loud clicking sound, which can be disruptive in



quiet environments or shared spaces.

Additional Resources
1. The Mechanical Blue Switch Keyboard Handbook
This comprehensive guide delves into the world of mechanical keyboards with a special focus on blue
switches. It covers the design, functionality, and tactile feedback of blue switches, helping enthusiasts
understand why they are favored for typing. Readers will also find tips on customizing and
maintaining their keyboards for optimal performance.

2. Typing Tactility: Exploring Blue Switch Keyboards
This book explores the unique tactile and auditory experience offered by blue switch mechanical
keyboards. It includes detailed comparisons with other switch types and discusses the benefits for
typists and gamers. The author also provides advice on selecting the best blue switch keyboard to
match individual preferences.

3. Mechanical Keyboard Mastery: Blue Switch Edition
Focused solely on blue switch keyboards, this title guides readers through everything from switch
mechanics to keycap customization. It is ideal for both beginners and experienced users looking to
deepen their knowledge of blue switches and how they influence typing feel and sound.

4. The Science of Mechanical Blue Switches
This book takes a technical approach, examining the engineering behind blue mechanical switches. It
discusses the materials, actuation force, and switch lifespan, providing readers with a scientific
understanding of why blue switches perform the way they do. Practical insights on testing and
modding blue switches are also included.

5. Customizing Your Mechanical Keyboard with Blue Switches
A practical manual for keyboard enthusiasts wanting to personalize their blue switch keyboards. The
book covers keycap selection, switch lubrication, sound dampening, and lighting modifications. Step-
by-step instructions make it easy for readers to enhance their typing experience.

6. Blue Switch Keyboards for Gamers and Writers
This title examines how blue switch keyboards serve both gamers and writers, highlighting the
advantages and potential drawbacks. It offers guidance on optimizing keyboard settings and choosing
suitable models for different use cases. The book also features interviews with professionals who
prefer blue switches.

7. Mechanical Keyboard Maintenance: Focus on Blue Switches
Maintenance is key to longevity, and this book provides detailed care instructions specifically for blue
switch keyboards. Topics include cleaning techniques, switch replacement, and troubleshooting
common issues. It’s an essential resource for users wanting to keep their keyboards in peak condition.

8. Sound and Feel: The Blue Switch Experience
This book celebrates the distinctive clicky sound and tactile feedback of blue switches. Through
anecdotes and user reviews, it captures why many typists find blue switches satisfying. Sound profiles
and comparison charts help readers appreciate the nuances of different blue switch variants.

9. Building Your First Blue Switch Mechanical Keyboard
Perfect for DIY enthusiasts, this guide walks readers through assembling a mechanical keyboard using



blue switches. It covers component selection, soldering, firmware installation, and testing. Clear
illustrations and tips ensure a smooth build process for those new to keyboard customization.
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  mechanical blue switch keyboard: Mechanical Keyboards Conrad Riker, 101-01-01 Take
Back Control of Your Digital Throne Struggling in a world that mocks your tools as relics? Sick of
flimsy keyboards failing when you need decisive action? Tired of being told your preferences are
toxic while society rewards weakness? Ready to wield gear that mirrors your unbreakable resolve?
This book arms you with: - Why mechanical keyboards outlast trends and reflect masculine
discipline. - How selecting switches parallels leading with unwavering logic. - Science proving men
thrive on tactile precision, not touch-screen fragility. - Transforming your workspace into a fortress
of focus and efficiency. - Shutting down critics who label strength as oppression. - Escaping the
double bind of too masculine versus not man enough. - Joining brothers who refuse to type on silent,
submissive tech. - Forging a legacy where every keystroke echoes authority. If you want to dominate
your desk and silence the doubters, then buy this book today.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: The Keyboard Isaac Berners-Lee, AI, 2025-01-02 The
Keyboard presents a comprehensive exploration of one of computing's most fundamental input
devices, tracing its evolution from mechanical typewriters to modern digital interfaces. This
engaging examination reveals how this seemingly simple device represents a crucial intersection
between human capability and technological advancement, shaping the way we interact with
computers in both professional and personal contexts. The book masterfully weaves together
multiple disciplines, from computer science and ergonomics to psychology and mechanical
engineering, offering readers deep insights into keyboard technology's development. Key topics
include the science behind key placement and ergonomic design, the psychological aspects of typing
and muscle memory, and the impact of different switch technologies on user experience. The
author's technical yet accessible approach makes complex concepts understandable while
maintaining depth and precision in the discussion of mechanical principles and human-computer
interaction. Progressing from technical foundations to practical applications, the book systematically
explores keyboard mechanisms, standardization of layouts, and emerging technologies like
programmable interfaces and virtual keyboards. Through empirical studies and research findings
from major manufacturers, readers gain valuable insights into typing efficiency, ergonomic
considerations, and the future of keyboard interfaces. This systematic approach, supported by
real-world examples and case studies, makes the book particularly valuable for technology
professionals, computer enthusiasts, and anyone interested in understanding the critical role
keyboards play in modern computing.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: How to Build the Perfect Budget Gaming Setup
Leticia Gus, 2025-07-25 Game like a pro—without breaking the bank. This essential guide walks you
through building a powerful, affordable gaming setup tailored to your needs and space. Whether
you’re a beginner, a student on a tight budget, or a console-to-PC switcher, you’ll learn exactly what
to prioritize (and what to skip) when creating a gaming station that delivers performance and
comfort—without draining your wallet. Inside, you’ll discover: The best budget components for PC
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and console setups How to balance performance, visuals, and cost Monitor, keyboard, and mouse
recommendations for all levels Affordable desk, chair, lighting, and cable management ideas Tips for
optimizing space in small rooms or shared apartments DIY upgrades and aesthetic hacks that won’t
cost a fortune How to future-proof your setup and avoid common mistakes Whether you’re into FPS,
MMOs, or cozy indies, this guide helps you design a space that enhances both your gameplay and
your experience.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: Keyboard Switch Science Mei Gates, 2025-01-08 Keyboard
Switch Science offers a comprehensive exploration of the technology behind one of computing's
most fundamental interfaces: the keyboard switch. This authoritative guide examines three core
switch technologies—mechanical, membrane, and optical—revealing how each uniquely converts
physical keystrokes into electronic signals. Through a blend of technical analysis and empirical
research, the book demonstrates how switch selection significantly impacts typing efficiency, user
comfort, and overall device longevity. The book progresses methodically through three main
sections, beginning with mechanical switches and their varied characteristics, including actuation
forces and tactile feedback mechanisms. It then transitions to membrane switches, exploring their
cost-effective design and widespread adoption, before culminating in an examination of cutting-edge
optical switch technology. Throughout each section, readers gain insights into crucial aspects like
the relationship between switch design and typing performance, backed by laboratory testing data
and user experience studies. What sets this resource apart is its interdisciplinary approach,
connecting keyboard switch science to ergonomics, materials science, and electrical engineering.
While maintaining technical accuracy, the content remains accessible through clear diagrams and
real-world examples. For electronics engineers, product designers, and technology enthusiasts, the
book provides practical guidance on switch selection, maintenance procedures, and custom
keyboard builds, while addressing contemporary debates about optimal actuation force and
durability trade-offs.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: The Chimera Code Wayne Santos, 2020-07-23
EVERYTHING'S FOR HIRE. EVEN MAGIC. If you need something done, Cloke’s one of the best; a
mercenary with some unusual talents and an attitude to match. But when she’s hired by a virtual
construct to destroy the other copies of himself, and the down payment is a new magical skill, she
knows this job is going to be a league harder than anything she’s ever done. “A full-throttle magical
cyberpunk superhero thriller” - Peter McLean
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: The Switch Jason Puskar, 2023-11-21 From the telegraph
to the touchscreen, how the development of binary switching transformed everyday life and changed
the shape of human agency The Switch traces the sudden rise of a technology that has transformed
everyday life for billions of people: the binary switch. By chronicling the rapid growth of binary
switching since the mid-nineteenth century, Jason Puskar contends that there is no human activity as
common today as pushing a button or flipping a switch—the deceptively simple act of turning
something on or off. More than a technical history, The Switch offers a cultural and political analysis
of how reducing so much human action to binary alternatives has profoundly reshaped modern
society. Analyzing this history, Puskar charts the rapid shift from analog to digital across a range of
devices—keyboards, cameras, guns, light switches, computers, game controls, even the “nuclear
button”—to understand how nineteenth-century techniques continue to influence today’s pervasive
digital technologies. In contexts that include musical performance, finger counting, machine writing,
voting methods, and immersive play, Puskar shows how the switch to switching led to radically new
forms of action and thought. The innovative analysis in The Switch makes clear that binary inputs
have altered human agency by making choice instantaneous, effort minimal, and effects more
far-reaching than ever. In the process, it concludes, switching also fosters forms of individualism
that, though empowering for many, also preserve a legacy of inequality and even domination.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: Essentials of Assistive Technologies Albert M. Cook,
Janice Miller Polgar, 2011-12-16 Master the assistive strategies you need to make confident clinical
decisions and help improve the quality of life for people with disabilities with this new essentials



text. Based on the Human Activity Assistive Technology (HAAT) model developed by Dr. Cook, the
book provides the most important coverage of the devices, services, and practices that comprise
assistive technology and focuses on the relationship between the human user and the assisted
activity within specific contexts. Case studies, illustrations of assistive devices, review questions, and
well-developed learning objectives help you focus on the most important areas of assistive
technology application. - UNIQUE! OTA focus provides you with the specific information
occupational therapy assistants need to know to implement and utilize assistive technologies. -
Comprehensive coverage includes all areas of assistive technologies. - The AT industry - A historical
perspective on the industry - Relevant legislation - Issues of professional practice - Service delivery
in assistive technologies - General purpose assistive technologies - Specific areas of application for
assistive technologies - And more - Content derived from market leader gives you similar chapters
and organization to the Principles text, but has more of a focus on the practical skills and knowledge
needed for the implementation of AT.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: Physical Security Systems Handbook Michael
Khairallah, 2005-11-07 A practical reference written to assist the security professional in clearly
identifying what systems are required to meet security needs as defined by a threat analysis and
vulnerability assessment. All of the elements necessary to conduct a detailed survey of a facility and
the methods used to document the findings of that survey are covered. Once the required systems
are determined, the chapters following present how to assemble and evaluate bids for the
acquisition of the required systems in a manner that will meet the most rigorous standards
established for competitive bidding. The book also provides recommended approaches for
system/user implementation, giving checklists and examples for developing management controls
using the installed systems. This book was developed after a careful examination of the approved
reference material available from the American Society for Industrial Security (ASIS International)
for the certification of Physical Security Professionals (PSP). It is intended to fill voids left by the
currently approved reference material to perform implementation of systems suggested in the
existing reference texts. This book is an excellent How To” for the aspiring security professional who
wishes to take on the responsibilities of security system implementation, or the security manager
who wants to do a professional job of system acquisition without hiring a professional consultant. *
Offers a step-by-step approach to identifying the application, acquiring the product and
implementing the recommended system. * Builds upon well-known, widely adopted concepts
prevalent among security professionals. * Offers seasoned advice on the competitive bidding process
as well as on legal issues involved in the selection of applied products.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: MacRae's Blue Book , 1990
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: Electronic Design , 1982
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: PC Mag , 1989-12-12 PCMag.com is a leading authority on
technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and services. Our
expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions and get more
from technology.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: Electronics for Computer Technology David Terrell,
2003 New from Delmar Learning, Electronics for Computer Technology is perfect for today's
career-minded students as well as anyone with a keen interest in troubleshooting computer devices,
components and electrical circuits. The first chapter introduces system-level topics, including
representative systems, system notations, functional hierarchies, system connectivity, and
system-level troubleshooting. In subsequent chapters, direct references are made to system
applications in order to put each topic in the context of an overall system. Some software
(programming) topics are addressed, yet emphasis throughout the book is on hardware, including all
of the physical parts of the computer plus various electronic components within the computer.
Electronic devices are also discussed, along with an overview of digital electronics, computers, and
telecommunications. Readers will learn to apply system-level troubleshooting techniques to localize
the detailed troubleshooting effort. Benefits: new system-level thinking and troubleshooting skills



may be used to open doors to employment or as preparation for advanced study of modern industrial
electronics, robotics, or other industrial control systems System Perspective features appear at
strategic points, illustrating how a device or circuit being discussed is actually used in a practical,
functional system such as a computer Circuit Exploration exercises are included in every chapter,
providing opportunities to gain hands-on troubleshooting experience in a lab setting or circuit
simulation environment step-by-step calculator sequences are provided whenever a new type of
calculation is introduced, minimizing the learning curve for novices CD includes pre-created
MultiSIM circuits and Textbook Edition of MultiSIM the behavior of components is discussed and
explained in terms of Ohm's Law, Kirchhoff's Law, and basic circuit principles wherever practical,
making this book ideal for beginners numerical circ
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: PC , 1989-12
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: The Growth and Maintenance of Linguistic
Complexity Östen Dahl, 2004-08-31 This book studies linguistic complexity and the processes by
which it arises and is maintained, focusing not so much on what one can say in a language as how it
is said. Complexity is not seen as synonymous with “difficulty” but as an objective property of a
system – a measure of the amount of information needed to describe or reconstruct it. Grammatical
complexity is the result of historical processes often subsumed under the rubric of
grammaticalization and involves what can be called mature linguistic phenomena, that is, features
that take time to develop. The nature and characteristics of such processes are discussed in detail,
as well as the external and internal factors that favor or disfavor stability and change in language.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: Paradoxes of Gender Judith Lorber, 1994-01-01 In this
pathbreaking book, a well-known feminist and sociologist--who is also the Founding Editor of Gender
& Society--challenges our most basic assumptions about gender. Judith Lorber views gender as
wholly a product of socialization subject to human agency, organization, and interpretation. In her
new paradigm, gender is an institution comparable to the economy, the family, and religion in its
significance and consequences. Drawing on many schools of feminist scholarship and on research
from anthropology, history, sociology, social psychology, sociolinguistics, and cultural studies,
Lorber explores different paradoxes of gender: --why we speak of only two opposite sexes when
there is such a variety of sexual behaviors and relationships; --why transvestites, transsexuals, and
hermaphrodites do not affect the conceptualization of two genders and two sexes in Western
societies; --why most of our cultural images of women are the way men see them and not the way
women see themselves; --why all women in modern society are expected to have children and be the
primary caretaker; --why domestic work is almost always the sole responsibility of wives, even when
they earn more than half the family income; --why there are so few women in positions of authority,
when women can be found in substantial numbers in many occupations and professions; --why
women have not benefited from major social revolutions. Lorber argues that the whole point of the
gender system today is to maintain structured gender inequality--to produce a subordinate class
(women) that can be exploited as workers, sexual partners, childbearers, and emotional nurturers.
Calling into question the inevitability and necessity of gender, she envisions a society structured for
equality, where no gender, racial ethnic, or social class group is allowed to monopolize economic,
educational, and cultural resources or the positions of power.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: English Mechanic and World of Science , 1890
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: English Mechanic and Mirror of Science , 1877
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: Thomas Register of American Manufacturers and Thomas
Register Catalog File , 2002 Vols. for 1970-71 includes manufacturers' catalogs.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: PC Systems, Installation and Maintenance R. P. Beales,
2006-08-11 Written in a straightforward, easy to read style, Rob Beales provides the knowledge and
techniques needed to build, troubleshoot, and maintain personal computer systems. Divided into
three parts, Part 1 forms an introduction to digital computers, leading the reader through the
various parts of a modern PC system, including popular peripherals and networking concepts. Part 2
contains a step-by-step guide on the assembly and configuration of a complete state-of-the-art PC



system, including a section on the use of important Windows 98 / ME / 2000 / XP applications and
components. Part 3 covers preventative, predictive and corrective maintenance, based in typical
current work practice – a major part of the IT practitioner’s work schedule. Case Studies and
practical worked examples are included throughout the text, with additional Case Studies,
specifically aimed to meet the requirements of e-Quals courses on an accompanying website.
Further web resources include key figures from the text available to download in full-colour, with a
wealth of extra material covering Binary / Hex and basic logic functions; ASCII tables; Connector
types and pinouts; Bus slots; RAM slots and further useful website links. Updated throughout in line
with current technologies, the second edition is also designed to cover the latest specifications of
BTEC National and City and Guilds e-Quals (400 and 500) courses, and the A+ certification, in
addition to meeting the needs of the general PC user.
  mechanical blue switch keyboard: PC Magazine , 1991
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