meaning of social problem

meaning of social problem refers to the understanding of issues that affect a significant
number of people within a society, causing disruption, distress, or challenges to social
stability and well-being. Social problems are complex phenomena that involve collective
concerns rather than individual matters, often requiring collective action or policy
intervention. This article explores the various dimensions of social problems, their
definitions, causes, types, and impacts on society. Furthermore, it discusses how social
problems are identified, analyzed, and addressed through sociological perspectives and
public policy measures. By examining the meaning of social problem and its broader
implications, this article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the subject for
students, researchers, and anyone interested in social sciences. The following sections will
cover the definition and characteristics, common types of social problems, underlying
causes, effects on society, and approaches to resolution.

e Definition and Characteristics of Social Problems
e Types of Social Problems

e Causes of Social Problems

e Impact of Social Problems on Society

e Addressing and Resolving Social Problems

Definition and Characteristics of Social Problems

The meaning of social problem is rooted in the recognition of certain conditions or
behaviors that negatively affect a community or society at large. A social problem is not
merely an individual difficulty but an issue that disrupts social norms, values, or the
functioning of social institutions. Sociologists define social problems as conditions that are
perceived to be undesirable and warrant collective concern and action.

Key Characteristics of Social Problems

Social problems share several common characteristics that distinguish them from personal
issues:

¢ Collective Impact: They affect a considerable number of people within a society
rather than isolated individuals.



e Socially Constructed: The definition of what constitutes a social problem may vary
based on cultural, historical, and societal contexts.

e Cause Harm or Disruption: Social problems interfere with social order, individual
well-being, or community harmony.

* Require Collective Response: These issues cannot be resolved by individuals alone
and often necessitate policy or institutional intervention.

* Dynamic Nature: What is considered a social problem can change over time as
societies evolve.

Types of Social Problems

Understanding the meaning of social problem also involves categorizing the diverse issues
that societies face. Social problems span economic, political, cultural, and environmental
dimensions, each with unique challenges and implications.

Common Categories of Social Problems

Some of the most prevalent types of social problems include:

e Poverty and Economic Inequality: Widespread lack of financial resources and
unequal wealth distribution.

¢ Crime and Violence: Activities that threaten public safety and violate laws.

e Discrimination and Social Inequality: Unequal treatment based on race, gender,
ethnicity, or other social categories.

e Health Issues: Public health crises such as epidemics, mental health disorders, and
inadequate healthcare access.

e Environmental Problems: Pollution, climate change, and resource depletion
impacting communities globally.

¢ Education Inequalities: Disparities in educational access and quality.

* Unemployment: Lack of job opportunities affecting economic stability for individuals
and families.



Causes of Social Problems

The meaning of social problem also encompasses an analysis of the root causes that give
rise to these issues. Social problems rarely emerge in isolation; they are typically the result
of complex interactions among social, economic, political, and cultural factors.

Structural Causes

Structural causes refer to systemic issues embedded within the organization of society that
perpetuate social problems:

 Economic Systems: Capitalism, for example, can generate wealth but also create
poverty and inequality.

* Social Stratification: Hierarchical social structures that marginalize certain groups
based on class, race, or gender.

e Political Policies: Legislation and governance that may neglect or disadvantage
particular populations.

e Cultural Norms and Values: Beliefs and practices that justify discrimination or
exclusion.

Individual and Group Behavior

While social problems are collective in nature, individual actions and group dynamics can
contribute to their development:

e Deviant behavior such as crime may arise from social strain or lack of opportunities.
e Prejudice and stereotyping can fuel discrimination and social tensions.

* Health-related behaviors affect the prevalence of diseases and public health crises.

Impact of Social Problems on Society

Social problems have far-reaching effects that can hinder the progress and stability of



communities and nations. Understanding these impacts is essential to grasp the true
meaning of social problem and its significance in social sciences.

Social and Economic Consequences

The consequences of social problems manifest in various ways across different sectors:

e Economic Burden: Poverty, unemployment, and health crises reduce productivity
and increase public expenditure.

e Social Disintegration: Crime and inequality can lead to mistrust, social unrest, and
weakened community bonds.

* Reduced Quality of Life: Individuals affected by social problems often experience
lower life expectancy, poor education, and limited opportunities.

* Political Instability: Widespread social discontent may contribute to protests,
conflicts, and challenges to governance.

Psychological and Cultural Effects

Social problems also influence mental health and cultural dynamics within societies:

e Stress and trauma related to poverty, discrimination, or violence affect individual well-
being.

e Cultural divisions may deepen as social problems exacerbate group inequalities.

e Social problems can alter collective identities and societal values over time.

Addressing and Resolving Social Problems

The meaning of social problem implies not only identification but also the efforts aimed at
mitigation and resolution. Societies adopt various strategies to tackle these complex issues.



Role of Government and Policy

Governments play a critical role in addressing social problems through legislation, social
programs, and public services:

¢ Implementing social welfare policies to reduce poverty and support vulnerable groups.
e Enforcing laws that promote equality and protect human rights.

e Investing in education, healthcare, and infrastructure to improve living conditions.

Community and Organizational Initiatives

Non-governmental organizations, community groups, and private sectors also contribute to
resolving social problems by:

e Raising awareness and educating the public about pressing social issues.
e Providing direct assistance and resources to affected populations.

e Advocating for policy changes and social reforms.

Sociological Research and Education

Academic research and education help deepen the understanding of social problems and
inform effective interventions:

¢ |dentifying patterns and causes through empirical studies.

e Training professionals to work in social services, policy making, and community
development.

e Promoting critical thinking to challenge social norms that perpetuate problems.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of a social problem?

A social problem is an issue that negatively affects a large number of people within a
society and is considered undesirable or harmful by the majority.

How are social problems defined in sociology?

In sociology, social problems are defined as conditions or behaviors that harm society or its
members and require collective action to be resolved.

What distinguishes a social problem from a personal
problem?

A social problem affects a large group or society as a whole, while a personal problem
affects an individual and is not widely shared.

Can the meaning of a social problem vary across
cultures?

Yes, what is considered a social problem can vary between cultures depending on social
norms, values, and beliefs.

Why is it important to understand the meaning of social
problems?

Understanding the meaning helps in identifying causes, effects, and potential solutions to
improve societal well-being.

What are some examples of common social problems?

Examples include poverty, discrimination, crime, unemployment, substance abuse, and
environmental degradation.

How do social problems impact communities?

Social problems can lead to decreased quality of life, social unrest, and economic
challenges for communities.

Who is responsible for addressing social problems?

Addressing social problems typically involves governments, community organizations, and
individuals working together.



Can social problems change over time?

Yes, social problems can evolve as societies change, with some issues becoming more
prominent or new problems emerging.

How do social problems relate to social change?

Social problems often act as catalysts for social change by highlighting inequalities or
dysfunctions that society seeks to address.

Additional Resources

1. The Social Construction of Reality

This seminal book by Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann explores how social problems
are not inherent conditions but are constructed through social processes and interactions. It
delves into how societies create and maintain a shared understanding of reality, including
what constitutes a social problem. The book offers foundational concepts for understanding
the subjective nature of social issues.

2. Social Problems: Continuity and Change

Authored by John Macionis and Ken Plummer, this comprehensive textbook examines
various social problems, such as poverty, crime, and discrimination. It analyzes the causes
and consequences of these issues through sociological theories and empirical research. The
book also discusses how social problems evolve over time and the role of social policies in
addressing them.

3. Understanding Social Problems

Joel Best provides an insightful overview of how social problems are identified, framed, and
addressed in society. The book emphasizes the role of media, public perception, and
political agendas in shaping social problems. It encourages critical thinking about the
complexity and variability of social issues across different contexts.

4. The Meaning of Social Problems

This book explores the symbolic and cultural dimensions of social problems, highlighting
how meanings are assigned and contested in different social groups. It investigates the
impact of language, media, and public discourse on the perception of social issues. The text
is valuable for understanding how social problems are interpreted beyond their objective
conditions.

5. Social Problems and the Quality of Life

Edited by Wilbert E. Moore, this collection addresses the relationship between social
problems and the overall well-being of individuals and communities. It covers topics such as
inequality, health disparities, and environmental challenges. The book stresses the
importance of social context in evaluating the impact of social problems on quality of life.

6. Social Problems: Perspectives and Issues

This book offers a balanced examination of major social problems through multiple
sociological perspectives, including functionalism, conflict theory, and symbolic
interactionism. It provides case studies and statistical data to illustrate how social problems



manifest and affect different populations. The text encourages readers to consider diverse
viewpoints in understanding social issues.

7. The Definition of Social Problems

In this work, the focus is on how social problems are defined by society, including the role
of social movements, interest groups, and policymakers. It discusses the process of
problem recognition, legitimation, and response. The book highlights that social problems
are dynamic and depend heavily on social context and power relations.

8. Social Problems and Social Change

This book examines the interplay between social problems and societal transformation. It
looks at how social issues can act as catalysts for social movements, policy reforms, and
cultural shifts. The text underscores the potential for social problems to lead to positive
change when addressed effectively.

9. Constructing Social Problems

Authored by Malcolm Spector and John I. Kitsuse, this book introduces the social
constructionist approach to social problems. It argues that social problems are created
through claims-making activities by various actors in society. The authors analyze case
studies to demonstrate how social problems emerge, gain attention, and sometimes fade
away.
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meaning of social problem: Thinking About Social Problems Donileen Loseke, 2017-07-05
The new second edition of this distinctive and widely adopted textbook brings into the classroom an
overview of how images of social problems can shape not only public policy and social services, but
also the ways in which we make sense of ourselves and others. It introduces two primary changes.
First, some attention is devoted to the new social movements that emphasize social change through
identity transformation rather than through structural change. Second, the text now also looks more
closely at the importance of emotions in constructing public consciousness of social problems.When
the first edition was published, Teaching Sociology noted, Loseke does a superb job explaining the
relationship between sociology and social problems in a text that is very well research and engaging,
yet with tremendous attention to detail and accuracy... [W]ould provide a solid base for any social
problems class. Contemporary Sociology wrote that the book is engagingly well written in a
personal, unpretentious style, and well informed by the author's knowledge of the professional
literature.

meaning of social problem: Constructing Social Problems Malcolm Spector, John I. Kitsuse,
2017-07-05 There is no adequate definition of social problems within sociology, and there is not and
never has been a sociology of social problems. That observation is the point of departure of this
book. The authors aim to provide such a definition and to prepare the ground for the empirical study
of social problems. They are aware that their objective will strike many fellow sociologists as
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ambitious, perhaps even arrogant. Their work challenges sociologists who have, over a period of fifty
years, written treatises on social problems, produced textbooks cataloguing the nature, distribution,
and causes of these problems, and taught many sociology courses. It is only natural that the authors'
work will be viewed as controversial in light of the large literature which has established a sociology
of a wide range of social problems-the sociology of race relations, prostitution, poverty, crime,
mental illness, and so forth. In the 1970s when the authors were preparing for a seminar on the
sociology of social problems, their review of the literature revealed the absence of any systematic,
coherent statement of theory or method in the study of social problems. For many years the subject
was listed and offered by university departments of sociology as a service course to present
undergraduates with what they should know about the various social pathologies that exist in their
society. This conception of social problems for several decades has been reflected in the substance
and quality of the literature dominated by textbooks. In '‘Constructing Social Problems', the authors
propose that social problems be conceived as the claims-making activities of individuals or groups
regarding social conditions they consider unjust, immoral, or harmful and that should be addressed.
This perspective, as the authors have formulated it, conceives of social problems as a process of
interaction that produces social problems as social facts in society. The authors further propose that
this process and the social facts it produces are the data to be researched for the sociology of social
problems. This volume will be of interest to those concerned with the discipline of sociology,
especially its current theoretical development and growth.

meaning of social problem: Handbook of Social Problems George Ritzer, 2004 Ritzer’s
Handbook of Social Problems offers a comprehensive treatment of today’s major societal issues. The
articles are authored by some of the top scholars in the field and address problem areas that will
capture the interests of students and professors alike. The international coverage is most welcome in
this time of intensifying global inequalities. -Nancy Jurik, Arizona State University The Handbook of
Social Problems: A Comparative International Perspective provides a unique, broadly comparative
perspective on the current state of social problems and deviance in a variety of societies around the
world. Editor George Ritzer, along with leading U.S. and international sociologists, examines the
relationship between social problems and a society’s level of development and affluence. The essays
in this volume focus on four interrelated issues involved in the relationship between social problems
and the level of development and affluence: - Less developed and less affluent societies are more
likely to experience a range of social problems than developed and affluent societies. - Affluence
causes or at least brings with it a series of social problems that do not exist in less affluent societies.
- It is only with affluence that certain things can come to be imagined as social problems, such as
excessive consumption. - The very affluence of a society makes it vulnerable to problems that would
not be social problems in poorer societies. The Handbook explores the theory of the weakness of the
strong--in other words, strong or wealthy nations may have greater vulnerability to some social
problems than less developed or affluent societies. This theory is clearly illustrated in this volume by
the aftermath of September 11, 2001depicting the vulnerability of the U.S. to social problems in
far-removed corners of the world. In addition, the international and comparative essays in this
volume cover other important issues such as the impact of modern technologies on social problems,
ecological problems, global inequality, health as a social problem, and much more. The Handbook of
Social Problems is a vital resource for sociologists and graduate students, as well as an excellent
addition to any academic library.

meaning of social problem: Social Problems Donileen R. Loseke, Joel Best, 2017 This
collection of focused essays is directed at several levels of students of social problems. It is
accessible to the uninitiated, who are not familiar with the constructionist literature, and aimed at
those who are not particularly interested in subtle theoretical and empirical issues of concern to
academics studying social problems from constructionist perspectives. Some readings focus on the
construction of problems by scientists and other professionals; others examine the work of social
activists, mass media, and social service personnel. Among the topics included are studies of social
inequalities and individual deviance; a comparison of the images of social problems in the United



States with those in other countries; and an examination of the importance of politics and power in
constructing public images of social problems. Constructionist perspectives have become the leading
theoretical approach for sociology and allied fields in studying social problems. Yet constructionists'
impact on the teaching of social problems has been far less dramatic. Undergraduate courses on
social problems are often subject to a theoretical barrage of eclectic perspectives. Just as the first
social problems textbooks did almost a century ago, textbooks continue to present a series of
unrelated chapters, each devoted to a particular social problem. Social Problems is an effort at
systematic analysis rather than random thought on the subject. Social Problems presents detailed
case studies demonstrating how constructionist perspectives can actually be applied to understand
particular social problems. While these articles can be read alone, the editors have organized these
selections to correspond with the chapter topics in the second edition of Donileen Loseke's Thinking
about Social Problems, an accessible introduction to constructionist approaches. At the same time,
some instructors who use this edited collection might wish to provide their own mix to the selection
process. Many of the contributions make multiple points and so reasonably could be used to
illustrate other basic texts or classic studies in the field of social problems. Donileen R. Loseke is
professor of sociology at the University of South Florida. Joel Best is professor and chair,
Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice, University of Delaware. He has also served as an
advisory editor for Aldine in the area of social problems.

meaning of social problem: Social Problems in Southern Europe Francisco Entrena-Duran,
Rosa M. Soriano-Miras, Ricardo Duque-Calvache, 2020-08-28 As the European Union continues to
struggle to establish a common agenda on tackling social problems, this compelling book presents a
set of comparative sociological studies in southern European countries from leading scholars
working in the region. It widens the debate by looking at the specific social problems of southern
Europe and highlights the shared trends and critical regional disparities that may improve our
understanding of Mediterranean welfare states.

meaning of social problem: Encyclopedia of Social Problems Vincent N. Parrillo, 2008-05-22
Social problems affect everyone. Because so many actual and potential problems confront us, it is
often difficult to decide which ones affect us most severely. Is it the threat of death or injury during
a terrorist attack? Is it the threat caused by industrial pollution that may poison us or destroy our
physical environment? Or does quiet but viciously damaging gender, age, class, racial, or ethnic
discrimination have the most far-reaching effect? Do the problems of cities affect us if we live in the
suburbs? Do poorer nations” problems with overpopulation affect our quality of life? The
Encyclopedia of Social Problems offers an interdisciplinary perspective into many social issues that
are a continuing concern in our lives, whether we confront them on a personal, local, regional,
national, or global level. With more than 600 entries, these two volumes cover all of the major
theories, approaches, and contemporary issues in social problems and also provide insight into how
social conditions get defined as social problems, and the ways different people and organizations
view and try to solve them. Key Features - Provides as comprehensive an approach as possible to
this multifaceted field by using experts and scholars from 19 disciplines: anthropology, biology,
business, chemistry, communications, criminal justice, demography, economics, education,
environmental studies, geography, health, history, languages, political science, psychology, social
work, sociology, and women's studies - Presents a truly international effort with contributors from 17
countries: Argentina, Australia, Canada, England, France, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, India,
Ireland, Italy, Kenya, New Zealand, Romania, Scotland, Turkey, and the United States - Addresses
social problems that are fairly new, such as computer crimes and identity theft, and others that are
centuries old, such as poverty and prostitution - Examines social problems differently from place to
place and from one era to another - Explains the perspectives and foundations of various social
theories and offers different lenses to view the same reality Key Themes - Aging and the Life Course
- Community, Culture, and Change ‘- Crime and Deviance - Economics and Work - Education - Family
- Gender Inequality and Sexual Orientation - Health - Housing and Urbanization - Politics, Power,
and War - Population and Environment - Poverty and Social Class - Race and Ethnic Relations -



Social Movements - Social Theory - Substance Abuse Readers investigating virtually any social
problem will find a rich treasure of information and insights in this reference work, making it a
must-have resource for any academic library.

meaning of social problem: The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems: A. Javier Trevino,
2018-03-22 The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the United States, the increasing use of
prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by police are just some of the factors
contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems
offers a wide-ranging roster of the social problems currently pressing for attention and amelioration.
Unlike other works in this area, it also gives great consideration to theoretical and methodological
discussions. This Handbook will benefit both undergraduate and graduate students eager to
understand the sociology of social problems. It is suitable for classes in social problems, current
events, and social theory. Featuring the most current research, the Handbook provides an especially
useful resource for sociologists and graduate students conducting research.

meaning of social problem: Controversial Issues and Social Problems for an Integrated
Disciplinary Teaching Delfin Ortega-Sanchez, 2022-09-30 The scientific literature has been showing
that the teaching of controversial topics constitutes one of the most powerful tools for the promotion
of active citizenship, the development and acquisition of critical-reflective thinking skills (Misco,
2013), and education for democratic citizenship (Pollak, Segal, Lefstein, and Meshulam, 2017; Misco
and Lee, 2014). It has also highlighted, however, the complexities, risks and interference of
emotional reactions in learning about sensitive, controversial or controversial historical,
geographical or social issues (Jerome and Elwick, 2019; Reiss, 2019; Ho and Seow, 2015;
Washington and Humphries, 2011; Swalwell and Schweber, 2016). Recent studies have advanced in
the analysis of strategies employed by teacher educators in teaching controversial issues (Nganga,
Roberts, Kambutu, and James, 2019; Pace, 2019), and in the curricular decisions of teachers about
this teaching (Hung, 2019; King, 2009). These developments confirm the appropriateness of
discussing or developing deliberative skills and conversational learning as the most appropriate
strategy for the didactic treatment of controversial issues (Claire and Holden, 2007; Hand, 2008;
Hess, 2002; Oulton, Day, Dillon and Grace, 2004; Oulton, Dillon and Grace, 2004; Myhill, 2007;
Hand and Levinson, 2012; Ezzedeen, 2008). The promotion of discussion on specific social justice
issues has also been approached from the use of controversial or documentary images in teacher
education contexts, in order to question what is happening or has happened in present and past
societies (Hawley, Crowe, and Mooney, 2016; Marcus and Stoddard, 2009). In this context, the aim
of this contributed volume is, on one hand, to understand the discourses and decision-making of
teachers on controversial issues in interdisciplinary educational contexts and their association with
the development of deliberation skills. On the other hand, it seeks to offer studies focused on the
analysis of the levels of coherence between their attitudes, positions and teaching practices for the
teaching and learning of social problems and controversial issues from an integrated disciplinary
perspective.

meaning of social problem: Social Problems in the UK Stuart Isaacs, 2014-09-15 Social
Problems in the UK: An Introduction is the first textbook on contemporary social issues to
contextualise social problems within the disciplines of sociology, social policy, criminology and
applied social science. Drawing on the research and teaching experience of academics in these
areas, this much-needed textbook brings together a comprehensive range of expertise. Social
Problems in the UK discusses the strengthening and changing character of social construction,
providing a new and invigorated way of studying the issues for all social science students. This clear,
accessible textbook guides students in approaching the methodology, theory and research of social
problems, and introduces the key topics in the area: migration and ‘race’ work and unemployment
poverty drugs, violence and policing youth, sub-culture and gangs childhood and education Social
Problems in the UK provides a number of helpful pedagogical features for ease of teaching and
learning, including: case studies; links to data sources; textboxes highlighting examples, key figures
etc.; study questions, and tips on how to undertake literature reviews and use journals and



databases.

meaning of social problem: The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems: Volume 2 A.
Javier Trevino, 2018-03-22 The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the United States, the
increasing use of prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by police are just some
of the factors contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The Cambridge Handbook of
Social Problems offers a wide-ranging roster of the social problems currently pressing for attention
and amelioration. Unlike other works in this area, it also gives great consideration to theoretical and
methodological discussions. This Handbook will benefit both undergraduate and graduate students
eager to understand the sociology of social problems. It is suitable for classes in social problems,
current events, and social theory. Featuring the most current research, the Handbook provides an
especially useful resource for sociologists and graduate students conducting research.

meaning of social problem: The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems: Volume 1 A.
Javier Trevino, 2018-03-22 The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the United States, the
increasing use of prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by police are just some
of the factors contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The Cambridge Handbook of
Social Problems offers a wide-ranging roster of the social problems currently pressing for attention
and amelioration. Unlike other works in this area, it also gives great consideration to theoretical and
methodological discussions. This Handbook will benefit both undergraduate and graduate students
eager to understand the sociology of social problems. It is suitable for classes in social problems,
current events, and social theory. Featuring the most current research, the Handbook provides an
especially useful resource for sociologists and graduate students conducting research.

meaning of social problem: Investigating Social Problems A. Javier Trevino, 2024-05-16
General Editor A. Javier Trevino, working with a panel of experts, thoroughly examines all aspects of
social problems, providing a contemporary and authoritative introduction to the field. Each chapter
is written by a specialist on that particular topic. This unique, contributed format ensures that the
research, examples, and theories described are the most current and relevant available. The text is
framed around three major themes: intersectionality (the interplay of race, ethnicity, class, and
gender), the global scope of many problems, and how researchers take an evidence-based approach
to studying problems.

meaning of social problem: Social Problems and Social Justice Neil Thompson, 2017-09-16
Modern society is beset by a vast range of problems - such as poverty, homelessness and terrorism -
that cause immense suffering for a significant number of people. These social problems both reflect
and contribute to wider inequalities; consequently, in order to develop a true understanding of them,
we must consider the social injustices with which they are inextricably linked. In this
ground-breaking text, Neil Thompson turns his attention to the range of complex issues relating to
social problems and social justice, and the relationship between them. With the help of engaging
features that have become synonymous with his books, Thompson provides a clear exploration of
some key social problems currently challenging us, analysis of the connection between social
problems and social justice, and a review of how social policy initiatives to tackle these issues have
fared to date. Innovative and absorbing, Social Problems and Social Justice is essential reading for
students and practitioners across a wide range of social science disciplines and the social
professions.

meaning of social problem: Social Problems Alex Thio, Jim Taylor, 2011-02-11 This
comprehensive text provides a constructionist/conflict approach to the various kinds of social
problems that relate to deviance, institutions, and globalization. Social Problems consists of 16
chapters divided into 5 parts. Each chapter opens with a vignette that provides the nature and
extent of a social problem, the conflicting views of the problem, various sociological theories of the
problem, global aspects of the problem, social policies for dealing with the problem, and sociological
insights on the problem that students can use to enhance their lives. Each chapter concludes with
key terms, critical thinking questions, and internet resources. Key Features: *Provides an accessible,
engaging writing style designed to help students master core concepts so you can spend less



classroom time explaining basic concepts! *Includes interdisciplinary examples throughout making it
ideal for courses taught out of Criminal Justice or Sociology departments. *Written to reflect the
2010 Census Update, this text is the most up-to-date and relevant resource on the subject. Instructor
Resources include: *Instructor Manual - Includes tips for instructors for creating the course syllabus
and both in-class and online student activities. Additionally, the manual includes answers to the
questions in the student study guide and lecture outlines. *Complete TestBank - includes
multiple-choice and true or false questions, all with answers and page references. Also includes
short-answer questions and essays. *Microsoft? PowerPoint? lecture slides Student Resources will
include a Companion Website featuring: *practice quizzes *chapter outlines & summaries
*interactive flashcards *links to relevant research databases *newsfeed updates

meaning of social problem: Researching Social Problems Amir Marvasti, A. Javier Trevifo,
2019-06-11 This book covers a wide range of contemporary methods for researching social problems
and connects these approaches to the broader substance and theories of social problems. Expository
and discursive in approach, chapters follow a uniform structure, with each offering research
examples and a broad description of the related method and its theoretical context, together with a
how-to guide for applying that method using substantive examples from the field of social problems.
For every method explored, there is a research example that fully reviews and illustrates the
application of the particular method, before giving a full assessment of the method’s strengths and
weaknesses and latest developments. With chapters exploring survey interviews, in-depth
interviews, narrative inquiry, institutional ethnography, participatory action research,
auto-ethnography, Actor-Network Theory, experimental research, visual research methods, and
research ethics, Researching Social Problems will appeal to scholars and students of sociology and
politics working in the fields of research methods and social problems.

meaning of social problem: Social problems and education Ernest Rutherford Groves, 1925

meaning of social problem: The Social Problem in Its Economical, Moral, and Political Aspects
William Graham, 1886

meaning of social problem: Social Problems and Agencies Henry Stanislaus Spalding, 1925

meaning of social problem: Formal Logic, a Scientific and Social Problem Ferdinand Canning
Scott Schiller, 1912

meaning of social problem: Indian Social Problems CN Shankar Rao, This book entitled
'Indian Social Problems: A Sociological Perspective' provides a glimpse of many social problems that
have been haunting the Indian society since years, decades, and even centuries. Though India is fast
developing, it has lots of regional, cultural, linguistic and religious diversities. These diversities are
also reflected in its social problems. This book covers social problems which are general in nature
and common to the whole nation such as population problem, poverty, unemployment, child labour,
urbanization, youth unrest, problems of the aged, family disorganization, corruption, crime and
delinquency, etc. This book is prepared mainly to cater to the needs of the undergraduate and
postgraduate students. Most of the universities in India have prescribed one paper on ‘;Indian Social
Problems' either at the undergraduate or postgraduate level. The book also covers topics that are
included in the syllabi of IAS, NET, SLET, KAS and other national- and state-level competitive
examinations. It also contains lessons that form part of MBA, nursing and fiveyear law courses. Such
students and examinees will definitely find the book highly helpful.
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