
portuguese water dog history

portuguese water dog history traces the origins and development of a unique
breed known for its remarkable swimming ability and working skills. This
breed, native to the coastal regions of Portugal, has a rich heritage tied to
the fishing communities that relied on these dogs for various maritime tasks.
Understanding the Portuguese water dog history involves exploring its early
roles, physical characteristics, and the breed's revival in the modern era.
The breed's intelligence, endurance, and versatility made it indispensable to
fishermen, while its distinctive curly coat and webbed feet adapted it
perfectly to aquatic environments. Over time, the Portuguese water dog has
transitioned from a working companion to a beloved family pet and show dog,
gaining popularity worldwide. This article delves into the breed’s origins,
historical functions, decline, and resurgence, providing a comprehensive
overview of the Portuguese water dog history.
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Origins of the Portuguese Water Dog
The Portuguese water dog’s history begins along the rugged Atlantic coast of
Portugal, where it was primarily bred and developed by fishermen. Its
ancestors are believed to descend from ancient water dogs brought to the
Iberian Peninsula by the Moors and other seafaring peoples. These dogs were
prized for their ability to work in water, herding fish into nets and
retrieving lost gear. The breed’s development was naturally shaped by the
needs of local fishing communities, which required a resilient and
intelligent dog capable of withstanding harsh marine environments.

Ancestral Lineage and Early Development
The precise lineage of the Portuguese water dog is difficult to trace due to
limited historical records; however, it shares similarities with other water
dogs found across Europe, including the Spanish water dog and the Irish water
spaniel. The breed’s ancestors were likely a mix of various water-working
dogs adapted to the Portuguese coastline. Over centuries, selective breeding



for swimming ability, loyalty, and cooperative behavior established the
Portuguese water dog as a distinct breed.

Geographical and Cultural Context
Living primarily in the Algarve and other coastal regions of southern
Portugal, Portuguese water dogs were integrated into the local maritime
culture. These dogs were not merely pets but essential working partners,
contributing to the livelihood of fishing families. Their presence in small
fishing villages and on boats highlights the breed’s close relationship with
Portugal’s seafaring history.

Historical Roles and Functions
Throughout much of its history, the Portuguese water dog served a variety of
crucial roles related to fishing and maritime activities. Its intelligence
and agility made it an invaluable helper in tasks that required both strength
and precision in the water. Understanding these historical functions sheds
light on why the breed developed specific traits and behaviors.

Fishing Assistance
Portuguese water dogs were trained to help fishermen in multiple ways,
including:

Herding fish into nets to facilitate easier catches

Retrieving lost or broken fishing equipment from the water

Carrying messages between boats or from boat to shore

Acting as a lookout for dangers in the water or on the coast

These tasks demanded exceptional swimming skills, obedience, and endurance,
all of which became defining characteristics of the breed.

Working on Fishing Boats
The Portuguese water dog was often present on fishing vessels, where it
assisted in managing nets and helped haul lines. Their webbed feet and
waterproof coats allowed them to navigate the wet and slippery conditions
onboard. Beyond practical functions, the dogs provided companionship to
fishermen during long, arduous days at sea.



Physical Characteristics and Adaptations
The physical features of the Portuguese water dog evolved as adaptations to
the breed’s aquatic environment and demanding work. These characteristics not
only helped the dogs perform their historical roles but also distinguish them
among water dog breeds globally.

Coat Type and Color
The Portuguese water dog’s thick, curly coat is water-resistant, providing
insulation in cold Atlantic waters. This coat typically appears in black,
white, or brown, often with white markings. The curls help trap air and repel
water, enabling the dog to swim efficiently without becoming chilled or
weighed down.

Webbed Feet and Swimming Ability
One of the breed’s most notable adaptations is its webbed feet, which act
like natural flippers, enhancing swimming speed and maneuverability. The
powerful tail, often described as “otter-like,” serves as a rudder in the
water, allowing for precise directional control and balance.

Size and Build
Portuguese water dogs are medium-sized, muscular, and agile. Their build
supports endurance and strength needed for prolonged swimming and working
tasks. The breed’s robust bone structure and well-developed muscles
contribute to its ability to perform demanding physical activities.

Decline and Near Extinction
Despite its historical importance, the Portuguese water dog faced a
significant decline during the 20th century. Changes in fishing technology
and the modernization of maritime industries reduced the need for canine
assistance, leading to a sharp decrease in the breed’s population.
Additionally, urbanization and shifting cultural practices contributed to the
breed’s near extinction.

Impact of Technological Advances
The introduction of motorized boats, advanced fishing gear, and modern
communication methods diminished the practical roles once performed by
Portuguese water dogs. As fishermen no longer required dogs to assist with
nets or retrieve equipment, breeding and maintaining the dogs became less



common.

Population Decline and Threats
By the mid-20th century, Portuguese water dogs were at risk of disappearing
altogether. Their numbers had dwindled significantly, confined mostly to a
few rural areas in Portugal. The breed’s survival depended on dedicated
efforts to preserve and revive it.

Breed Revival and Modern Recognition
The resurgence of the Portuguese water dog began in the latter half of the
20th century, led by breeders and enthusiasts committed to saving the breed.
Their work involved establishing breed standards, promoting awareness, and
encouraging responsible breeding practices. Today, the Portuguese water dog
is recognized internationally and enjoys popularity as both a working dog and
companion animal.

Conservation Efforts and Breed Clubs
In the 1970s, a group of Portuguese breeders, led by prominent figures such
as Vasco Bensaude, launched initiatives to protect and restore the breed.
These efforts included:

Documenting breed lineage and characteristics

Organizing breed clubs and associations

Promoting the breed in dog shows and trials

Educating the public about the breed’s heritage and abilities

These measures helped stabilize the Portuguese water dog population and
reintroduce it to new regions worldwide.

Recognition by Kennel Clubs
The Portuguese water dog gained official recognition by major kennel clubs,
including the American Kennel Club (AKC) in 1985. This recognition
facilitated the breed’s inclusion in competitive events and increased its
visibility among dog enthusiasts. The breed’s versatility, intelligence, and
hypoallergenic coat have contributed to its growing popularity beyond
Portugal, particularly in North America and Europe.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Portuguese Water Dog?
The Portuguese Water Dog originated in the coastal regions of Portugal, where
it was bred to assist fishermen by herding fish into nets, retrieving lost
gear, and acting as a courier between boats.

How long has the Portuguese Water Dog been around?
The Portuguese Water Dog has been around for several centuries, with its
history tracing back to at least the 15th century, although some believe its
ancestors existed even earlier.

What roles did Portuguese Water Dogs historically
perform?
Historically, Portuguese Water Dogs served as working dogs for fishermen,
helping to herd fish, retrieve nets, carry messages between boats, and rescue
people who fell overboard.

How did the Portuguese Water Dog nearly become
extinct?
The Portuguese Water Dog nearly became extinct in the mid-20th century due to
the decline of traditional fishing methods and industrialization, which
reduced the need for their services.

Who was responsible for saving the Portuguese Water
Dog breed?
A Portuguese man named Vasco Bensaude is credited with saving the Portuguese
Water Dog breed in the 1930s by collecting and breeding remaining dogs to
revive the population.

What are the distinctive physical features of the
Portuguese Water Dog?
Portuguese Water Dogs have curly or wavy waterproof coats, webbed feet, and a
robust, athletic build, all traits that helped them perform their tasks in
water environments.

How has the Portuguese Water Dog’s role changed over
time?
While originally bred as working fishermen’s dogs, Portuguese Water Dogs are



now popular as family pets, therapy dogs, and show dogs, admired for their
intelligence and hypoallergenic coat.

Did any famous people help popularize the Portuguese
Water Dog?
Yes, the breed gained significant attention when the Obama family chose a
Portuguese Water Dog named Bo as their pet during Barack Obama’s presidency,
boosting its popularity worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins of the Portuguese Water Dog
This book delves into the rich history of the Portuguese Water Dog, tracing
its roots back to the fishermen of the Algarve region in Portugal. It
explores how the breed was developed to assist in fishing tasks such as
herding fish and retrieving nets. The book also highlights the cultural
significance of the breed within Portuguese coastal communities.

2. Working Waves: The Portuguese Water Dog’s Role in Maritime History
Focusing on the breed’s working life, this book details the various maritime
duties performed by Portuguese Water Dogs throughout history. It includes
anecdotes from fishermen and historical records that illustrate the breed’s
intelligence, agility, and loyalty. The narrative also discusses the decline
and resurgence of the breed in modern times.

3. From Fishermen to Families: The Evolution of the Portuguese Water Dog
This title examines the transition of the Portuguese Water Dog from a working
fishery companion to a beloved family pet. It covers the breed’s
characteristics, temperament, and adaptability, explaining why it has become
popular worldwide. The book also addresses breed preservation efforts and
contemporary breeding standards.

4. The Portuguese Water Dog: A Comprehensive Breed History
A thorough and scholarly account of the breed, this book compiles historical
data, genetic studies, and breed club records. Readers gain insight into the
Portuguese Water Dog’s lineage, physical traits, and how it compares to other
water dog breeds. The author also discusses the impact of famous Portuguese
Water Dogs in popular culture.

5. Legends of the Sea: Folklore and Stories of the Portuguese Water Dog
This collection explores the myths, legends, and folk stories surrounding the
Portuguese Water Dog in Portuguese coastal communities. It includes
traditional tales passed down through generations that emphasize the breed’s
bravery and intelligence. The book also provides historical context for these
stories and their role in local culture.

6. Breeding the Portuguese Water Dog: History and Techniques
Focusing on the breeding practices that have shaped the Portuguese Water Dog,



this book covers the historical methods used by fishermen and modern breeders
alike. It highlights the challenges of maintaining the breed’s health,
temperament, and working abilities. The text also discusses influential
breeders and breed clubs that have contributed to the dog’s preservation.

7. Portuguese Water Dogs in the New World: Immigration and Adaptation
This book chronicles the journey of the Portuguese Water Dog from Portugal to
other countries, particularly the United States. It looks at how the breed
adapted to new environments and roles beyond its original fishing duties. The
narrative includes stories of notable dogs and their owners who helped
popularize the breed internationally.

8. The Working Dog by the Sea: Daily Life of Portuguese Fishermen and Their
Dogs
Providing a vivid portrayal of daily life in coastal Portugal, this book
emphasizes the partnership between fishermen and their Portuguese Water Dogs.
It includes firsthand accounts and photographs documenting the dogs’ tasks
and training. The book offers a unique perspective on the breed’s integral
role in traditional fishing communities.

9. Rescue and Revival: The Portuguese Water Dog’s Road to Recognition
Detailing the breed’s near extinction in the mid-20th century, this book
tells the story of the efforts to rescue and revive the Portuguese Water Dog.
It highlights the role of key individuals, such as breeders and enthusiasts,
who worked to establish breed standards and gain official recognition. The
book concludes with the breed’s status today and ongoing conservation
efforts.
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  portuguese water dog history: The New Complete Portuguese Water Dog Kathryn Braund,
2008-04-21 The Portuguese Water Dog's storybook return from the brink of extinction is faithfully
documented in this first new edition of the breed's bible. There is also a wealth of guidance on care,
puppies, showing, performance events and more -- and, oh those photos.
  portuguese water dog history: Portuguese Water Dogs Jill C. Wheeler, 2010-01-01 This book
introduces young readers to the Portuguese water dog. In engaging, easy-to-read text readers
examine the history, physical attributes, development, and behavior of the breed. Coat, color, size,
and care instructions are also covered. Beautiful, full-color photos allow students to see Portuguese
water dogs in a variety of situations. An index and glossary are also included. Checkerboard Library
is an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.
  portuguese water dog history: The Ultimate Portuguese Water Dog Big Guide Book James
Troy, 2025-09-01 Your Complete Roadmap to Raising, Training, and Caring for the Portuguese
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Water Dog The Portuguese Water Dog is more than just an intelligent, curly-coated companion, it is
a spirited, energetic, and deeply affectionate breed that thrives with purpose and attention. Known
for their history as hardworking fishing dogs along the coast of Portugal, they bring boundless
energy, sharp intelligence, and a loyal temperament into modern homes. But behind those soulful
eyes and playful antics lies a breed with very specific needs that generic dog guides simply do not
address. This book dives into the heart of what it truly means to live with a Portuguese Water Dog.
You will discover exactly how to manage their famously high energy levels, prevent destructive
behaviors caused by boredom, and train them using methods that channel their intelligence without
overwhelming their sensitive nature. Whether you are housebreaking a stubborn puppy, working on
reliable recall, or curbing excessive barking, you will find solutions tailored specifically for this
breed. Health and care are covered with the same depth, from understanding conditions such as hip
dysplasia and progressive retinal atrophy to maintaining proper ear care, managing allergies, and
preventing dental issues common in the breed. You’ll also learn how to keep their distinctive curly or
wavy coat in top condition through regular grooming, clipping, and coat management, essential
knowledge for avoiding matting and skin irritation. Because the Portuguese Water Dog is happiest
when mentally and physically engaged, this guide also explores the best activities and exercises to
meet their needs, from water work and agility to advanced obedience and daily family play. This isn’t
just about keeping your dog fit, it’s about enriching their life and strengthening the unique bond
between you and your Portuguese Water Dog. This is the most comprehensive and practical
resource available for anyone serious about providing the life a Portuguese Water Dog deserves.
With this guide in hand, you’ll be equipped to raise a confident, healthy, and well-adjusted
companion who will reward you with unwavering loyalty and joy for years to come.
  portuguese water dog history: Living with a Portuguese Water Dog Sylvia Mennear,
2009-11-24 This book will make you laugh and cry. A family that has lived with a Portuguese Water
Dog for 24 total years, their Love - Hate Relationship with the PWD has made it a fun book for
reading for any age. This was a rare breed dog back in 1972, but they were slowly brought back into
society when it looked like they would be extinct. So many of the PWD owners have had similar
experiences that this family has had with their dogs. If you love dogs, you will love to read about this
breed that so many people have never heard of before. Also includes informative information on
anyone wanting to buy A Portuguese Water Dog.
  portuguese water dog history: Portuguese Water Dogs Are the Best! Elaine Landau,
2009-09-01 Portuguese water dogs have boundless energy, and they're loyal and loving too. Learn
all about this breed, from its keen smarts and good-looking coat to its hisotry as a fishing dog in
Portugal.
  portuguese water dog history: Dog breeds A to Z part 3 Diaa, 2025-05-20 Discover the rich
history and fascinating characteristics of over 60 dog breeds in this comprehensive guide! Whether
you're a seasoned dog owner or considering your first puppy, The Ultimate Guide to Dog Breeds is
the perfect companion to help you choose the best breed for your family. From loyal German
Shepherds to playful Golden Retrievers, each breed comes with its unique personality, physical
traits, and training needs. This book covers everything from breed origins and temperaments to
training tips and health care, helping you provide the best care for your furry friend. Learn the
history of each breed Explore key physical traits and behavioral characteristics Discover tips for
successful training and proper care Understand common health issues specific to each breed Packed
with essential insights and practical advice, this guide is perfect for anyone looking to understand
the diverse world of dogs. Whether you're interested in small companion dogs like the Chihuahua or
larger working breeds like the Siberian Husky, this book offers something for every dog lover. The
breeds covered in this part of the book Papillon Parson Russell Terrier Guide Pekingese Pembroke
Welsh Corgi Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Plott Hound Pointer (SYN: English Pointer). Polish
Lowland Sheepdog Pomeranian Poodle Portuguese Water Dog Pug Puli Pyrenean Shepherd Redbone
Coonhound Rhodesian Ridgeback Rottweiler Saint Bernard Saluki Samoyed Schipperke Scottish
Deerhound Scottish Terrier Sealyham Terrier Shetland Sheepdog Shiba Inu Shih Tzu Siberian Husky



Silky Terrier Skye Terrier. Smooth Fox Terrier Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Spinone Italiano
Staffordshire Bull Terrier Standard Schnauzer Sussex Spaniel Swedish Vallhund Tibetan Mastiff
Tibetan Spaniel Tibetan Terrier Toy Fox Terrier. Vizsla Welsh Springer Spaniel Welsh Terrier West
Highland White Terrier Whippet Wire Fox Terrier Wirehaired Pointing Griffon Xoloitzcuintli
Yorkshire Terrier
  portuguese water dog history: PORTUGUESE WATER DOG BOOK From Novice To Expert
Ownership Wilson Gedeon, 2024-02-27 From Novice to Expert Ownership, your comprehensive
handbook for nurturing a happy, healthy, and well-rounded companion. Authored by Wilson Gedeon,
this book equips both novice and experienced dog owners with invaluable insights into every facet of
Portuguese Water Dog ownership, from understanding their history and temperament to mastering
care, training, and beyond. Within these pages, you'll embark on a journey through the fascinating
origins of the Portuguese Water Dog, tracing their lineage as skilled working canines for Portuguese
fishermen. Gain a deep understanding of their unique qualities, temperament, and characteristics
that set them apart. Prepare yourself and your home for your new partner with expert guidance on
creating a dog-friendly environment and selecting the perfect Portuguese Water Dog puppy or
rescue. Dive into early puppy training methods designed to establish a solid foundation and address
breed-specific behavioral issues with confidence. Explore essential topics such as nutrition, health
care, and grooming to ensure your Portuguese Water Dog thrives throughout every stage of life.
Learn the importance of physical activity and discover enjoyable pursuits that cater to their instincts
and preferences, including agility training and water sports. Forge a strong bond with your canine
companion through effective communication and trust-building exercises, while gaining insight into
interpreting their body language and meeting their needs. Delve into the breed's history as working
dogs and explore modern-day applications, from rehabilitation work to search and rescue missions.
Embark on adventures and travels together, discovering new places and activities that enrich both
of your lives. As your Portuguese Water Dog ages, learn to navigate the unique challenges of senior
care with compassion and understanding, ensuring a lifetime of love and companionship. The
Ultimate Guide to Raising a Portuguese Water Dog: From Novice to Expert Ownership is more than
just a book-it's your roadmap to becoming a knowledgeable and devoted owner, ready to embark on
an incredible journey with your beloved companion. Dive in and prepare for a lifetime of
unforgettable adventures with your Portuguese Water Dog! Order now!!!
  portuguese water dog history: The Complete Guide to Poodles Jean Luclere, 2013-12-12
Whether you own a Poodle, or are considering it, dog owners agree that this is the must have
owner's manual. Poodle dogs are extremely rewarding companions that develop loyal bonds with
their owners. The breed dates back to ancient times, and to this day they are most well-known for
their unwavering protective nature and ability to serve as guard dogs. This comprehensive owners
guide provides you with the most critical information, resources, and training strategies needed to
successfully raise and care for your Poodle. From choosing the right puppy, to caring for your
Poodle, the information within this guide will serve as your go to resource for years to come.
Highlights from the The Complete Guide To Poodle: ü The Right and Wrong Reasons for Buying a
Poodle ü Breed Overview and Ownership Expectations ü How the Poodle Adoption Process Really
Works ü All About Poodle Puppies ü Preparing Your Home for a Poodle ü How to Keep Your Dog
Healthy, Safe, and Happy ü Common Health Problems ü Caring for Poodle Health Issues ü Exercise
& Activity Expectations ü Working & Showing Your Poodle ü Training for Guard Dogs, Therapy
Dogs, Herding Dogs, & More ü The Aging Process and Life Expectations Hundreds of Tips and
Answers to Frequently Asked Questions As with all dog breeds, there are many advantages and
disadvantages to owning a Poodle. From the day you bring home your new puppy, or adopt, you will
be bombarded with questions and concerns. It is critical that you have all of the required proper
care information available, at any time, so that you do not make any costly errors or put your new
best friend into danger. The importance of proper training and care, from the start, cannot be
understated. The worst problems in Poodle ownership almost always start early. Be proactive, learn
everything there is to know about Poodle ownership, and get started on the right track. No stone



was left unturned in this manual, which easily surpasses the few mediocre alternatives on the
market. From the puppy days to the later years, new and sometimes difficult decisions are required
from Poodle owners. This manual will help you make the correct decision, based on medical and
training best practices, so that you never go to sleep worried about your pet's health or mood. Since
there are so few Poodle care books available, many owners turn to the internet for advice. This can
be a huge mistake as every dog has different needs and expectations. The training process, diet, or
exercise needs for one dog, may endanger the life of your dog. Ultimately, this guide will prepare
you for the vast array of purchasing, adoption, training, healthcare, and expectation-related
information that will confront you at one time or another. The Complete Guide To Poodles includes
photographs, and nearly a dozen chapters full of useful information for your Poodle. Additionally, the
manual includes a very helpful table of contents so that you can easily and accurately find the
important information you are looking for. The manual is designed to help first-time dog owners and
experienced individuals alike, with ease and clarity. Purchase the The Complete Guide to Poodles
today and save yourself from costly mistakes that could create financial disasters, poor long-term
behavior, and increased stress in both you and your dog's living environment. A well-prepared owner
makes for a happy, and healthy dog. Be Prepared to Care Take care of yourself and your Poodle Jean
  portuguese water dog history: Proud Portuguese Water Dogs Katherine Hengel, 2010-09
Let¿s learn about dogs! This title takes the popular canine breed Portuguese Water Dogs and
colorfully presents their facial features, body basics, personalities and more! This book also includes
a checklist to help early to fluent readers decide what kind of dog is right for them. Illustrations
reveal interesting details about the history and legends surrounding the breed. Readers both young
and old will find this informative book fun and fascinating! Proud Portuguese Water Dogs is
excellent for school, library or at home use. Super SandCastle is an imprint of ABDO Publishing
Company.
  portuguese water dog history: About Dogs Nicolae Sfetcu, 2014-05-02 Dog anatomy,
breeding, breeds, equipment, health, law, monuments, organizations, related professions and
professionals, shows and showing, sports, training and behavior, types, working dogs. Dogs in
popular culture, famous dogs, fictional dogs, films. The dog is a canine mammal of the Order
Carnivora. Dogs were first domesticated from wolves at least 12,000 years ago but perhaps as long
as 150,000 years ago based on recent genetic fossil evidence and DNA evidence. In this time, the
dog has developed into hundreds of breeds with a great degree of variation. This guide details the
dog anatomy, breeding, breeds, equipment, health, law, monuments, organizations, related
professions and professionals, shows and showing, dog sports, training and behavior, dog types,
working dogs, as well as dogs in popular culture, famous dogs, fictional dogs, films about dogs, dogs
as pets, and many other related aspects.
  portuguese water dog history: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress,
Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging
Policy, 2013
  portuguese water dog history: Planet Dog Sandra Choron, Harry Choron, 2005 C.1 ST. AID B
& T. 09-18-2007. $14.95.
  portuguese water dog history: Vogel and Motulsky's Human Genetics Michael Speicher,
Stylianos E. Antonarakis, Arno G. Motulsky, 2009-11-26 The fourth edition of this classical reference
book can once again be relied upon to present a cohesive and up-to-date exposition of all aspects of
human and medical genetics. Human genetics has become one of the main basic sciences in
medicine, and molecular genetics is increasingly becoming a major part of this field. This new
edition integrates a wealth of new information - mainly describing the influence of the molecular
revolution - including the principles of epigenetic processes which together create the phenotype of
a human being. Other revisions are an improved layout, sub-division into a larger number of
chapters, as well as two-colour print throughout for ease of reference, and many of the figures are
now in full colour. For graduates and those already working in medical genetics.
  portuguese water dog history: How to Clean a Fish Esmeralda Cabral, 2023-05-16 How To



Clean a Fish is an inviting family travel story about an extended stay in Portugal, full of food and
cooking adventures, language barriers and bureaucracy, and that irresistible need to connect with
the culture of our birth. After immigrating to Canada as a young child, Esmeralda Cabral remembers
the initial shock--the weather, the wide and empty streets--and the immediate longing, saudade, to
return to her homeland. That longing changed over time but never completely left. Cabral and her
Canadian-born family had visited Portugal as tourists, but were now returning as residents for eight
months, bringing along their Portuguese Water Dog, Maggie. Cabral has a deep desire to pass on
her heritage to her children. By exploring the intricacies of adapting to a culture that is at once
familiar and foreign, she reveals that the search for identity and belonging is a universal story. How
to Clean a Fish will appeal to travellers and foodies, those curious about Portuguese culture, and to
anyone who has moved from one place to another and is searching for their own version of 'home.'--
  portuguese water dog history: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress.
Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2009
  portuguese water dog history: Huskies, Mastiffs, and Other Working Dogs Tammy Gagne,
2016-08 Informative text and vivid photos introduce readers to various working dog breeds--
  portuguese water dog history: P-Z Library of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy,
1990
  portuguese water dog history: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress.
Office for Subject Cataloging Policy, 1990
  portuguese water dog history: Farm Dogs Janet Vorwald Dohner, 2016-10-04 Gain a deeper
understanding of your canine friends through these in-depth breed profiles that showcase how
working dogs think. From familiar breeds like the Border Collie, Corgi, and Dachshund to the
lesser-known Akbash, Puli, and Hovawart, Janet Vorwald Dohner describes 93 breeds of livestock
guardian dogs, herding dogs, terriers, and traditional multipurpose farm dogs, highlighting the tasks
each dog is best suited for and describing its physical characteristics and temperament. She also
offers an accessible history of how humans bred dogs to become our partners in work and beyond,
providing a thorough introduction to these highly intelligent, independent, and energetic breeds.
  portuguese water dog history: Encyclopedia of Dog Breeds Caroline Coile Ph.D., 2015-08-01
The perfect dog book for dog lovers! Encyclopedia of Dog Breeds is the definitive guide for
information on purebreed history, health, and pet care. Updated with the latest information on
canine breeds recognized by the American Kennel Club, this lavishly illustrated volume has an
all-new design and features a treasure trove of information for dog lovers, owners, breeders, and
prospective buyers. From discussions of breed evolution to individual breed profiles, this incredible
resource includes: Profiles on more than 175 different dog breeds—including 27 new breeds
Information on the categories specified by the AKC—Sporting Group, Hound Group, Working Group,
Terrier Group, Toy Group, Non-Sporting Group, and Herding Group Tips for choosing a breed that's
compatible with your lifestyle and needs Advice for dog training and puppy training Each breed's
health problems, longevity, exercise needs, compatibility with children, and more! Full of striking
photographs, essential information, and valuable advice, this is a comprehensive, invaluable guide
for dog people.
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