
positivism and post positivism in
research
positivism and post positivism in research represent two fundamental philosophical
approaches that guide the methodology, epistemology, and interpretation of scientific
inquiry. These paradigms influence how researchers formulate hypotheses, collect data,
and interpret findings within various academic disciplines. Positivism, rooted in the belief
that reality can be objectively measured and understood through empirical observation,
contrasts with post positivism, which acknowledges the limitations of absolute objectivity
and incorporates critical reflection on the research process. This article explores the core
principles, differences, and applications of positivism and post positivism in research,
providing a comprehensive understanding of their roles in shaping scientific knowledge.
Additionally, the discussion addresses the evolution from positivist to post positivist
thought and how this shift impacts contemporary research practices. To facilitate clarity,
the article is organized into sections covering definitions, historical context,
methodological implications, and practical examples.
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Understanding Positivism in Research

Definition and Core Principles
Positivism in research is a philosophical stance asserting that knowledge is derived from
logical and mathematical treatments and sensory experience. It emphasizes that the social
world can be studied using the same scientific methods applied to the natural world. The
core principles of positivism include objectivity, empirical observation, and the belief that
reality exists independently of human perception. Positivist researchers prioritize
hypothesis testing, measurement, and verification through observable data, striving to
produce generalizable and replicable results.



Historical Development
The origins of positivism can be traced back to the 19th century with thinkers like Auguste
Comte, who advocated for a scientific approach to society. This paradigm dominated the
social and natural sciences for much of the 20th century, influencing research designs
characterized by quantitative methods and experimentation. Positivism's insistence on
empirical evidence and the scientific method laid the groundwork for rigorous and
systematic inquiry.

Exploring Post Positivism in Research

Definition and Fundamental Concepts
Post positivism emerged as a critique and refinement of positivism, recognizing the
limitations of absolute objectivity and the influence of researcher bias. It maintains a
commitment to scientific inquiry but adopts a more critical stance towards the nature of
knowledge. Post positivists argue that reality cannot be fully apprehended because it is
inherently complex and contextual. This paradigm advocates for a more reflexive
approach, incorporating both quantitative and qualitative methods to capture multiple
perspectives.

Philosophical Foundations and Influences
Post positivism draws from critical realism and pragmatism, emphasizing that while an
objective reality exists, human understanding of it is always partial and fallible. Influential
philosophers such as Karl Popper introduced the concept of falsifiability, which shifted the
focus from verification to the refutation of hypotheses. This philosophical shift has
encouraged researchers to acknowledge uncertainties and incorporate methodological
pluralism in their studies.

Differences Between Positivism and Post
Positivism

Ontological and Epistemological Contrasts
The primary distinction between positivism and post positivism lies in their views on
reality (ontology) and knowledge (epistemology). Positivism assumes a single, observable
reality that can be measured objectively. In contrast, post positivism accepts a reality that
is complex and not entirely accessible, emphasizing that all observations are theory-laden
and influenced by context. Epistemologically, positivism relies on direct observation and
measurement, while post positivism advocates for a more critical and interpretive
approach.



Approach to Research Validity and Bias
Positivist research seeks to eliminate bias through standardized methods and controlled
experiments, aiming for neutrality. Post positivism, however, recognizes that complete
objectivity is unattainable and promotes transparency about potential biases. It
encourages methodological triangulation and validation techniques that account for
researcher influence and contextual factors.

Methodological Implications of Both Paradigms

Research Design and Data Collection
Positivist research designs typically involve quantitative methods such as surveys,
experiments, and statistical analysis. These approaches prioritize numerical data that can
be objectively measured and analyzed. In contrast, post positivist research often employs
mixed methods, combining quantitative data with qualitative techniques like interviews,
case studies, and ethnography to gain a deeper understanding of phenomena.

Data Analysis and Interpretation
Within positivism, data analysis focuses on hypothesis testing, statistical significance, and
generalizability. Post positivism encourages critical interpretation, acknowledging the
influence of context and researcher perspective. This paradigm supports iterative analysis,
reflexivity, and the integration of multiple data sources to build a more comprehensive
understanding.

List of Key Methodological Differences

Positivism emphasizes quantitative data; post positivism values mixed methods.

Positivism assumes researcher neutrality; post positivism acknowledges bias.

Positivist analysis seeks verification; post positivist analysis allows falsification and
reinterpretation.

Positivism focuses on generalizability; post positivism stresses context-specific
insights.

Positivism relies on standardized procedures; post positivism encourages
methodological flexibility.



Applications and Examples in Contemporary
Research

Use of Positivism in Scientific and Social Studies
Positivism remains influential in fields requiring precise measurement and control, such as
natural sciences, psychology, and epidemiology. Studies involving clinical trials, large-
scale surveys, and experimental designs often adopt positivist principles to ensure
reliability and validity. For example, public health research measuring disease prevalence
typically relies on positivist methodologies.

Post Positivism in Complex and Socially Constructed
Phenomena
Post positivism is particularly valuable in disciplines dealing with complex social
phenomena, where context and human experience are central. Education research,
organizational studies, and sociology often use post positivist frameworks to explore
multiple realities and subjective meanings. For instance, a study examining educational
reform might integrate quantitative achievement data with qualitative interviews to
capture diverse stakeholder perspectives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is positivism in research?
Positivism is a research philosophy that asserts knowledge should be derived from
observable and measurable facts obtained through empirical evidence and scientific
methods.

How does post-positivism differ from positivism?
Post-positivism recognizes that absolute truth can never be fully attained and emphasizes
critical realism, suggesting that while objective reality exists, our understanding of it is
always imperfect and influenced by context.

What are the key assumptions of positivism?
Positivism assumes that reality is objective and can be measured, that knowledge is
gained through sensory experience and logical analysis, and that research should be
value-free and replicable.



Why is post-positivism considered more flexible than
positivism?
Post-positivism allows for the incorporation of qualitative data and acknowledges
researcher bias, complexity, and the influence of social factors, making it more adaptable
to different research contexts than the rigid framework of positivism.

In what types of research is positivism commonly
applied?
Positivism is commonly applied in quantitative research methods, such as experiments and
surveys, where hypotheses are tested through statistical analysis and objective
measurement.

How does post-positivism influence mixed methods
research?
Post-positivism supports mixed methods research by valuing both quantitative and
qualitative data, recognizing the limitations of each approach, and striving for a more
comprehensive understanding of complex phenomena.

What are some criticisms of positivism in contemporary
research?
Criticisms of positivism include its over-reliance on quantification, neglect of subjective
experiences, inability to capture complex social realities, and its assumption that
researcher bias can be completely eliminated.

Additional Resources
1. Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life
This book explores the foundations of positivism in the context of sociological research. It
discusses how positivist principles guide the collection and analysis of empirical data to
explain social phenomena. The author critically examines the strengths and limitations of
positivism in understanding complex social realities.

2. Post-Positivism and Its Critics
This volume addresses the evolution from positivism to post-positivism in the philosophy of
science and research methodologies. It provides a comprehensive overview of post-
positivist thought, emphasizing the recognition of theory-laden observation and the role of
critical realism. The book also engages with critiques and alternative perspectives,
fostering a deeper understanding of scientific inquiry.

3. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches by John W.
Creswell
Creswell’s widely used text introduces various research paradigms, including positivism
and post-positivism. The book explains how these paradigms influence research design



and data interpretation. It is a practical guide for students and researchers seeking to
align their research questions with appropriate methodological approaches.

4. Philosophy of Social Science: The Methods, Ideologies, and Social Theory of Sociology
This book delves into the philosophical underpinnings of social science research,
contrasting positivist and post-positivist approaches. It explores how these paradigms
shape methodological choices and theoretical frameworks in sociology. The text offers
critical insights into debates over objectivity and subjectivity in social research.

5. Foundations of Social Research: Meaning and Perspective in the Research Process
Offering a clear introduction to research philosophies, this book covers positivism and
post-positivism in detail. It discusses the implications of these paradigms for the
interpretation of data and the construction of knowledge. The author emphasizes the
importance of reflexivity and the role of the researcher in shaping research outcomes.

6. Scientific Method in Practice
This book provides an accessible overview of the scientific method, highlighting the
transition from strict positivist approaches to more flexible post-positivist perspectives. It
discusses how hypotheses are formulated, tested, and revised in light of evidence. The text
is valuable for understanding how scientific inquiry adapts to complex research
environments.

7. Critical Realism: An Introduction to Roy Bhaskar’s Philosophy
Focusing on critical realism, a key post-positivist philosophy, this book explains its
contributions to research methodology. It contrasts critical realism with positivism,
emphasizing the notion of an independent reality that is only imperfectly understood. The
author provides practical examples of applying critical realism in social science research.

8. Interpretation and Method: Empirical Research Methods and the Interpretive Turn
This book examines the shift from positivist to interpretive and post-positivist research
methods. It highlights the importance of context, meaning, and researcher reflexivity in
qualitative research. The text is a useful resource for understanding the philosophical and
methodological diversity in contemporary social science.

9. Philosophy of Research: Understanding Contemporary Approaches
This comprehensive book surveys key research paradigms, including positivism, post-
positivism, constructivism, and critical theory. It explains how these paradigms influence
the formulation of research questions, data collection, and analysis. The author aims to
equip researchers with the knowledge to make informed methodological choices in their
work.
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  positivism and post positivism in research: The SAGE Handbook of Tourism Studies Tazim
Jamal, Mike Robinson, 2009-07-01 The strongest overview I have encountered of the scope and the
current state of research across all the fields involved in advancing our understanding of tourism.
For its range of topics, depth of analyses, and distinction of its contributors, nothing is comparable. -
Professor Dean MacCannell, University of California, Davis The breadth of vision and sweep of
accounts is remarkable, and range of topics laudable... a rare combination of the authoritative, the
challenging and stimulating. - Professor Mike Crang, Durham University Tourism studies developed
as a sub-branch of older disciplines in the social sciences, such as anthropology, sociology and
economics, and newer applied fields of study in hospitality management, civil rights and transport
studies. This Handbook is a sign of the maturity of the field. It provides an essential resource for
teachers and students to determine the roots, key issues and agenda of tourism studies, exploring:
The evolution and position of tourism studies The relationship of tourism to culture The ecology and
economics of tourism Special events and destination management Methodologies of study Tourism
and transport Tourism and heritage Tourism and postcolonialism Global tourist business operations
Ranging from local to global issues, and from questions of management to the ethical dilemmas of
tourism, this is a comprehensive, critically informed, constructively organized overview of the field.
It draws together an inter-disciplinary group of contributors who are among the most celebrated
names in the field and will be quickly recognized as a landmark in the new and expanding field of
tourism studies.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Mixed Methods Research for Improved
Scientific Study Baran, Mette Lise, Jones, Janice Elisabeth, 2016-03-17 The clear division between
quantitative and qualitative research methods becomes problematic when students begin conducting
extensive research for the first time, often as part of a master’s thesis or dissertation. In order to
handle such complexities in the selection of research methods, a Mixed Methods Research (MMR)
approach is one proposed solution. Mixed Methods Research for Improved Scientific Study seeks to
demonstrate how mixed methods research designs can address a wide array of scientific questions
across disciplines. Focusing on essential concepts and methods for a hybrid approach to quantitative
and qualitative research methods for real-world implementation, this publication is ideally designed
for students and researchers interested in refining their research skills as well as educators seeking
to integrate research methods coursework into the graduate curriculum.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Qualitative Communication Research Methods
Thomas R. Lindlof, Bryan C. Taylor, 2002-09-11 The Second Edition of Qualitative Communication
Research Methods offers updated comprehensive coverage of such topics as naturalistic inquiry,
interpretive paradigm, ethnomethodology, symbolic interactionism, sampling and linearity, with new
studies in the areas of culture analysis and cyberspace ethnography. Numerous examples of work in
the field illustrating how studies are designed, carried out, written, evaluated, and applied to theory
make this an interesting and accessible text.
  positivism and post positivism in research: The Routledge Encyclopedia of Research
Methods in Applied Linguistics A. Mehdi Riazi, 2016-01-13 The Routledge Encyclopedia of Research
Methods in Applied Linguistics provides accessible and concise explanations of key concepts and
terms related to research methods in applied linguistics. Encompassing the three research
paradigms of quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods, this volume is an essential reference for
any student or researcher working in this area. This volume provides: A–Z coverage of 570 key
methodological terms from all areas of applied linguistics; detailed analysis of each entry that
includes an explanation of the head word, visual illustrations, cross-references to other terms, and
further references for readers; an index of core concepts for quick reference. Comprehensively
covering research method terminology used across all strands of applied linguistics, this
encyclopedia is a must-have reference for the applied linguistics community.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Research and Evaluation in Education and
Psychology Donna M. Mertens, 2005 The Second Edition continues and expands upon the approach



that made the first edition an international bestseller. It includes sections and chapters on: the
analysis of methodological advances in conducting research in culturally complex communities;
coverage of electronic resources now available to researchers and evaluators; an additional
emphasis on program evaluation; and, a new chapter on mixed methods research. Each chapter
carefully explains a step of the research process from literature review to analysis and reporting.
Additionally, sample studies and abstracts are included in each chapter to illustrate the concepts
discussed in that section of the book.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Advancements in Research Methodology
SATYASRI AKULA, 2025-03-05 This Book, Advancements in Research Methodology, aims to provide
researchers with a clear and structured approach to conducting effective research. By exploring the
latest advancements in methodologies, this book simplifies complex processes, making research
more accessible and impactful. It serves as a guiding resource to empower scholars in navigating
their research journey with confidence and clarity.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Postpositivism and Educational Research D. C.
Phillips, Nicholas C. Burbules, 2000-03-22 This volume presents in a forthright and lively way, an
account of the philosophical position generally identified as 'Postpositivistic' that undergirds much of
mainstream research in education and the related social sciences. The discussion throughout is
informed by recent developments in philosophy of science. Authors D. C. Phillips and Nicholas C.
Burbules cite a number of interesting examples from the educational research and evaluation
literature to illustrate the value of a scientific approach. Many educational researchers aspire to
carry out rigorous or disciplined inquiry aimed at producing accurate (and generally 'truthful')
accounts of educational phenomena and the causal psychological or social processes that lay behind
them. However, many recent critics have argued that it is a mistake to believe that research can
yield theories, or advance claims that are true, objective, and value-neutral. In other words, that
researchers always work within frameworks that embody important (and often questionable)
assumptions about values and the nature of human knowledge. This book argues that , while there is
much to be learned from recent critiques, traditional scientific values and assumptions are not
outmoded. The authors show students how to implement and benefit from the scientific method in
ways that take into account recent critiques.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Contemporary Research Methods in
Hospitality and Tourism Fevzi Okumus, S. Mostafa Rasoolimanesh, Shiva Jahani, 2022-04-13
Contemporary Research Methods in Hospitality and Tourism delivers a comprehensive collection of
chapters including new insights for traditional paradigms, approaches, and methods, as well as more
recent developments in research methodology in the context of tourism and hospitality.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Qualitative Research for Quantitative
Researchers Helen Kara, 2022-01-12 Approaching qualitative research for the first time and unsure
how to get started? This book captures what you need to know to jump into effective qualitative or
mixed methods research. The book gets you up to speed on the specifics of qualitative research,
while showing how it complements quantitative research and how to draw on and hone your existing
skills to conduct impactful research. It covers the whole research process, from explaining what
theories are for and planning your research design, through gathering and working with your data,
to developing good practice in research reporting and dissemination. The book also: • Showcases
the value of qualitative research, helping you understand its relevance, credibility and validity. •
Grapples with how to decolonise your approach, do research in an ethical and inclusive way, and
debias your thinking. • Challenges you to rethink how you conduct research and choose the most
appropriate methods for your project. Giving you a fuller understanding of methods and
methodologies to benefit your work regardless of the approach you choose, this book encourages
you to discover the joy of qualitative research.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Social Work Research Methods Teresa
Morris, 2006-01-13 This is the first book to expand social work research methods to include
alternative models, and integrate these methodologies into general social work practice. Morris also



describes research methods for post positivism, critical theory, and constructivism in a
straightforward and accessible style.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Qualitative Research Practice Jane Ritchie, Jane
Lewis, Carol McNaughton Nicholls, Rachel Ormston, 2013-11-19 Why use qualitative methods? What
kinds of questions can qualitative methods help you answer? How do you actually do rigorous and
reflective qualitative research in the real world? Written by a team of leading researchers associated
with NatCen Social Research (the National Centre for Social Research) this textbook leads students
and researchers through the entire process of qualitative research from beginning to end - moving
through design, sampling, data collection, analysis and reporting. In this fully revised second edition
you will find: A practical account of how to carry out qualitative research which recognises a range
of current approaches and applications A brand new chapter on ethics A brand new chapter on
observational research Updated advice on using software when analysing your qualitative data New
case studies which illustrate issues you may encounter and how problems have been tackled by
other researchers. This book is an ideal guide for students, practitioners and researchers faced with
the challenges of doing qualitative research in both applied and academic settings in messy real-life
contexts.
  positivism and post positivism in research: The SAGE Dictionary of Qualitative
Management Research Richard Thorpe, Robin Holt, 2007-12-19 ′This comprehensive work extends
general ideas, concepts, and techniques of qualitative research into the realm of management
research...This is a crucial reference tool for anyone conducting research in this field of study′ -
CHOICE With over 100 entries on key concepts and theorists, the Dictionary of Qualitative
Management Research provides full coverage of the field, explaining fundamental concepts and
introducing new and unfamiliar terms. This book provides: - Definitions - Examples in the field of
management studies - Criticisms and possible future directions Engagingly written by specialists in
each area, this dictionary will be the definitive and essential companion to established textbooks and
teaching materials in qualitative management research.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Multiple Case Narrative Asher She?edi,
2005-01-01 This book introduces a methodology for the construction of a comprehensive narrative
description and narrative-based theory from the study of multiple populations. The book has two
parallel foci. On the one hand, it is a conceptual treatise, focusing on the principles of the Multiple
Case Narrative. On the other hand, it also has a practical �how-to� focus with a step-by-step guide to
conducting a Multiple Case Narrative. The book is accessible and comprehensive and addresses both
those in the field as well as those with little background in the methodologies of narrative study and
qualitative research.This book is also relevant to those who are interested in other qualitative
varieties like single and collective narrative inquiry, single and collective case study, as well as
ethnography, because each of the procedures and techniques described here can be easily utilized
for conducting other types of qualitative research.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Understanding Nursing and Healthcare
Research Patricia Cronin, Michael Coughlan, Valerie Smith, 2014-12-01 This book focuses on
enabling students to understand what research is, why it is relevant in healthcare and how it should
be applied in practice. It takes the reader step by step through the research process, from choosing
research questions through to searching the literature, analysing findings and presenting the final
piece of work. Key features of the book are: Tips for the best practice when reading and critiquing
research. Activities to test your knowledge. Key points which highlight the important topics. A
companion website which includes a critical appraisal tool to use when assessing papers, multiple
choice questions and free SAGE journal articles for students. Seminar plans and PowerPoint slides
are provided to support lecturers in their teaching. It is essential reading for all undergraduate
students of nursing, midwifery and healthcare.
  positivism and post positivism in research: NTA UGC NET/JRF/SET Teaching & Research
Aptitude Paper 1 2021 Farah Sultan, Mridula Sharma, Varun Bali, Neetu Gaikwad, Dr. R. Jain,
2021-02-14 1. The whole syllabus of General Paper -1 is divided into 10 Sections 2. Every topic is



well explained. 3. Every Chapter of each unit consists of Previous Years’ Solved Paper 4. More than
3000 MCQs are designed exactly on the lines of paper. 5. Previous Years’ Solved Papers [2020-2019]
are provided to give hints and base for preparation. 6. 5 Practice Sets are given for the self
-assessment to track the level preparedness. Every year, approx. 10 lakh candidates register for NTA
UGC exam to become a lecturer or researcher in various fields. If you are keen to pursue a career in
the lectureship, then appearing in NTA UGC NET Exam will be the best decision. The newly updated
and well revised ‘NTA UGC NET/SET/JRF Teaching and Research Aptitude Paper 1’ has been
designed under the guidance of many subject experts, following the content according to the latest
syllabus & pattern of the exam. Dividing the entire syllabus under 10 Units, discussing and
elaborating each chapter in easy understanding language supported with Examples, Flowcharts,
Figures, Diagrams, etc. Other than theory, it has ample number of questions with; more than 3000
Chapterwise/Unitwise MCQs for complete practice, Chapter/Unitwise Previous Years’ Papers
(2014-2019), 5 Practice Sets are given with Online Practice and 2020-2019 Solved Papers are
provided with detailed explanations. This book for General English Paper 1 gives a complete account
of Teaching and Research Aptitude to score maximum in this compulsory paper. TOC Solved Paper
December 2020 [shift- I], Solved Paper December 2020 [Shift –II], Solved Paper June 2018, Solved
Paper December 2019, Solved Paper July 2018, Unit 1 Teaching Aptitude, Unit 2 Research Aptitude,
Unit 3 Comprehension, Unit 4 Communication, Unit 5 Mathematical Reasoning and Aptitude, Unit 6
Logical Reasoning, Unit 7 Data Interpretation, Unit 8 Information and Communication Technology,
Unit 9 People, Development and Environment, Unit 10 Higher Education System, Practice Sets (1-5).
  positivism and post positivism in research: Applying Research In Social Work Practice
Corby, Brian, 2006-10-01 ch studies.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Crafting Qualitative Research Questions
Elizabeth (Betsy) A. Baker, 2021-12-11 The essence of research design is the ability to articulate
your research question. This book dissects the anatomy of a qualitative research question, outlines
the role of paradigms in research design, describes strategies to use the anatomy as a design
heuristic, and provides sample cases that track the decisions two researchers made while
formulating a qualitative question. The book concludes with advice on how to move from the
research question to the proposal.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Research Methods in Tourism, Hospitality and
Events Management Paul Brunt, Susan Horner, Natalie Semley, 2017-09-27 In Research Methods in
Tourism, Hospitality and Events Management, the authors use a step-by-step approach to guide
students through the whole research process, from initial ideas, through to writing up and
presenting the findings. Coverage of the Internet and the digital environment as a space to carry out
research has been included, and the use of technology in analysis such as SPSS, NVivo and Qualtrics
is covered alongside the more traditional ‘by-hand’ methods. Hints, tips, exercises as well as
end-of-chapter case studies demonstrate real challenges and practical examples from a variety of
settings to help students understand how to manage and present their own research. The book is
complemented by examples of tourism destinations from Spain, Switzerland, Italy and India, and a
selection of PowerPoint slides for lecturers. Suitable for undergraduate and foundation degree
students undertaking a research project in Tourism, Hospitality or Events Management.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Qualitative Research in Business &
Management Michael D Myers, 2008-11-03 What are the key issues that concern Qualitative
Research in Business and Management? In this advanced textbook, the author brings a wealth of
insight to the research process. Combining the abstract and theoretical considerations with those of
a practical nature, like those involved with interviewing for data, or for the final stage of writing up,
Myers establishes an expansive resource for those involved in qualitative research that will aid them
from start to finish. In this book the reader will be provided with the resources to: - Understand the
underlying philosophies of qualitative research in business and management. - Be aware of a variety
of qualitative research methods - Gain insight into examples of the previous use of qualitative
methods in Business and Management. - Analyse and critically evaluate research in, including



discussion of using qualitative data analysis software. - Carry out their own research in business and
management. - Write up their research for publication. This book will be an indispensable resource
both to those just embarking on their research as well as existing researchers in business and
management.
  positivism and post positivism in research: Business Research Pieter W. Buys, Merwe
Oberholzer, 2023-03-14 This book focuses on research methodologies that apply to business
research, particularly for researchers and managers embarking thereon to support managerial
decision-making in the industry. In doing so, the book's objective is to guide business researchers in
identifying, defining, and applying rigorous academic methodologies that will enable them to
formulate, design, and execute effective research that answers their specific management problems.
Such guidance can empower organizational managers to understand that business research can
contribute to practical solutions to actual problems experienced in the industry. In addition, by
emphasizing the integrative nature between (1) academic research and (2) experienced industry
problems, it becomes possible to foster an awareness of such research's potential impact on
organizational performance management, sustainability, and resilience. With that, attention is given
to narrowing the gap between theory and practice, which requires that fundamentals of scientific
research be adhered to while maintaining the delicate balance between a practice-friendly guide to
pragmatically sound and academically rigorous business research.
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