
positive youth development training
positive youth development training is an essential approach designed to foster the holistic
growth and well-being of young people. This training focuses on equipping educators, youth workers,
and community leaders with strategies and tools to support youth in developing positive skills,
attitudes, and behaviors. By emphasizing strengths rather than deficits, positive youth development
training promotes resilience, leadership, and healthy decision-making among adolescents. The
training incorporates evidence-based practices that encourage youth engagement, social-emotional
learning, and community involvement. This article explores the fundamental concepts of positive
youth development training, its core principles, effective implementation methods, and the benefits it
provides to both youth and professionals. Additionally, it highlights key components that make such
training impactful and sustainable in diverse settings. The following sections will delve into these
topics in detail to provide a comprehensive understanding of positive youth development training.
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Understanding Positive Youth Development Training
Positive youth development training is a specialized educational process that focuses on nurturing the
inherent strengths and potential of young people. Unlike traditional approaches that concentrate on
preventing problems or correcting negative behaviors, this training emphasizes the promotion of
positive qualities and competencies. It prepares facilitators to support youth in developing critical life
skills such as communication, problem-solving, and goal-setting. The training also involves
understanding adolescent development, cultural competence, and strategies for fostering supportive
environments.

Definition and Scope
Positive youth development (PYD) training encompasses a set of practices and principles aimed at
encouraging youth to thrive across multiple dimensions — emotional, social, cognitive, and physical.
It involves a strengths-based framework that views young people as resources to be developed,
rather than problems to be solved. Training often covers topics such as leadership development,
community engagement, and fostering a sense of purpose and belonging.



Target Audience
This training is designed primarily for professionals and volunteers who work directly with youth
including teachers, counselors, coaches, social workers, and youth program coordinators. By
enhancing their capacity to facilitate positive interactions and create supportive environments, these
individuals can significantly impact youth outcomes. Additionally, community organizations, schools,
and government agencies frequently utilize PYD training to align their youth services with best
practices.

Core Principles of Positive Youth Development
The foundation of positive youth development training rests on several core principles that guide
effective practice. These principles emphasize the importance of fostering healthy relationships,
providing opportunities for meaningful participation, and supporting youth autonomy. Understanding
these principles is critical for trainers and practitioners to design programs that truly empower young
people.

Strengths-Based Approach
The strengths-based approach is central to PYD, focusing on identifying and cultivating the existing
talents and capabilities of youth. Instead of concentrating on deficits or problems, this approach
encourages positive reinforcement and skill-building to help young people reach their full potential.

Holistic Development
Positive youth development training promotes a holistic view of youth growth, addressing physical,
emotional, social, and cognitive needs. This comprehensive approach ensures that all aspects of a
young person’s life are considered, facilitating balanced and sustainable development.

Supportive Environments
Creating supportive environments is another key principle. These environments provide safe,
nurturing spaces where youth feel valued and respected. Such settings encourage positive
relationships with peers and adults, which are crucial for healthy development.

Encouraging youth voice and leadership

Providing opportunities for skill development

Fostering a sense of belonging and community



Implementing Positive Youth Development Training
Effective implementation of positive youth development training requires careful planning, skilled
facilitation, and ongoing evaluation. Programs must be tailored to the specific needs of the youth
population and the context in which they operate. The following subtopics explore best practices for
delivering impactful training.

Curriculum Design and Content
A well-structured curriculum is fundamental to successful PYD training. It should include modules on
adolescent development, communication skills, cultural responsiveness, and strategies for promoting
youth leadership. Interactive activities, case studies, and role-playing can enhance participant
engagement and learning retention.

Training Methods and Techniques
Utilizing diverse training methods is vital to accommodate different learning styles. Effective
techniques include group discussions, experiential learning, mentorship, and reflective exercises.
Incorporating technology and multimedia resources can also enrich the training experience.

Monitoring and Evaluation
Regular monitoring and evaluation help ensure that the training achieves its intended outcomes.
Collecting feedback from participants and assessing changes in knowledge, attitudes, and practices
allows for continuous improvement. Data-driven adjustments increase the effectiveness and
sustainability of PYD programs.

Benefits of Positive Youth Development Training
Positive youth development training offers a multitude of benefits for both youth and the adults who
work with them. By fostering supportive relationships and encouraging skill development, PYD
training contributes to healthier, more engaged, and resilient young people.

Enhanced Youth Outcomes
Studies have shown that youth involved in programs guided by PYD principles exhibit improved
academic performance, higher self-esteem, and reduced risky behaviors. The training equips
facilitators to create environments that promote these positive outcomes.

Professional Growth for Practitioners
Professionals who undergo PYD training gain valuable skills in youth engagement, cultural
competence, and program development. This growth enhances their effectiveness and job



satisfaction, leading to better retention and more impactful youth services.

Community Impact
Positive youth development training has ripple effects within communities. Youth who develop
leadership skills and a sense of civic responsibility often contribute positively to their neighborhoods,
fostering safer and more vibrant communities.

Essential Components of Effective Training Programs
Successful positive youth development training programs share several essential components that
ensure their efficacy and relevance. Attention to these elements supports the delivery of high-quality
training that meets the needs of diverse populations.

Qualified Trainers
Trainers with expertise in adolescent development, cultural sensitivity, and adult education
techniques are crucial. Their knowledge and facilitation skills directly influence the quality of the
training experience.

Inclusive and Culturally Responsive Content
Training materials should reflect the diversity of the youth served, acknowledging cultural,
socioeconomic, and individual differences. This inclusivity promotes respect and relevance, increasing
participant engagement.

Practical Application and Support
Providing opportunities for trainees to practice new skills and receive coaching enhances learning
transfer. Follow-up support, such as peer networks or refresher sessions, helps sustain the
implementation of PYD principles in real-world settings.

Engage expert facilitators with youth development experience1.

Customize content to reflect local community contexts2.

Incorporate interactive and experiential learning methods3.

Offer ongoing mentorship and resources for trainers and practitioners4.

Evaluate program effectiveness and integrate continuous feedback5.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is positive youth development training?
Positive youth development training is an educational approach that focuses on building the
strengths, skills, and competencies of young people to help them thrive and become successful
adults.

Why is positive youth development training important?
It is important because it promotes healthy development, reduces risky behaviors, and empowers
youth to contribute positively to their communities and society.

What are the key components of positive youth development
training?
Key components include fostering a sense of belonging, encouraging skill-building, promoting positive
relationships, and supporting youth leadership and decision-making.

Who can benefit from positive youth development training?
Youth workers, educators, community leaders, and anyone involved in mentoring or supporting young
people can benefit from this training to better engage and support youth.

How does positive youth development training impact youth
outcomes?
It improves self-esteem, academic achievement, social skills, and resilience, while decreasing
involvement in risky behaviors and improving overall well-being.

What methods are commonly used in positive youth
development training?
Common methods include interactive workshops, experiential learning activities, mentoring
programs, and community service projects that engage youth in meaningful ways.

Additional Resources
1. Positive Youth Development: Theory, Research, and Applications
This comprehensive book explores the foundational theories and research behind positive youth
development (PYD). It provides practical applications for educators, counselors, and youth workers
seeking to foster the strengths and potential within young people. The text covers various
developmental assets, resilience, and the role of supportive environments in youth growth.

2. Developing Youth Leadership: A Guide to Positive Youth Development
Focused on cultivating leadership skills among young people, this book offers strategies to empower



youth as active contributors to their communities. It highlights the importance of mentorship, skill-
building activities, and creating opportunities for youth voice and decision-making. Readers gain
insights into designing programs that promote confidence and responsibility.

3. Strength-Based Approaches to Youth Development
This book emphasizes the strengths and capabilities of young individuals rather than their deficits. It
presents frameworks and case studies that illustrate how positive psychology principles can be
applied in youth programs. The author advocates for a shift in perspective to support youth in
overcoming challenges and achieving success.

4. Building Resilience in Children and Teens: Giving Kids Roots and Wings
Centered on resilience, this resource provides evidence-based techniques to help youth navigate
adversity and thrive. It discusses the role of family, schools, and communities in fostering emotional
strength and coping skills. Practical activities and real-life examples make it a valuable tool for youth
development practitioners.

5. Engaging Youth in Positive Community Change
This book explores methods for involving young people in meaningful community service and civic
engagement. It outlines the benefits of participatory approaches that build leadership, social
responsibility, and a sense of belonging. The text also addresses challenges and solutions in
sustaining youth involvement in community projects.

6. The Power of Positive Youth Development: Cultivating Growth and Potential
Offering a holistic view, this book delves into the psychological, social, and educational aspects of
PYD. It discusses best practices for creating supportive environments that enhance youth well-being
and achievement. The author integrates research findings with practical guidance for program
development and evaluation.

7. Mentoring for Positive Youth Development
This book highlights the critical role mentors play in fostering positive outcomes for young people. It
provides frameworks for effective mentoring relationships, including goal setting, communication, and
cultural competence. Case studies demonstrate how mentoring can influence academic success, self-
esteem, and life skills.

8. Youth Development in Diverse Communities
Addressing the unique needs of youth from various cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds, this
book offers inclusive strategies for PYD. It emphasizes cultural sensitivity, equity, and the importance
of community partnerships. Readers learn how to design programs that respect diversity and promote
social justice.

9. Creating Safe and Supportive Environments for Youth
This practical guide focuses on establishing safe physical and emotional spaces conducive to positive
youth development. It covers topics such as bullying prevention, trauma-informed care, and building
trust. The book is a valuable resource for educators, youth workers, and policymakers committed to
youth well-being.

Positive Youth Development Training
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  positive youth development training: Approaches to Positive Youth Development Rainer
K Silbereisen, Richard M Lerner, 2007-08-21 Scientific research and science-guided practice based
on the promotion of an individual′s strengths constitutes a radical shift in a new and growing area of
study within the field of human development. Its trademark term is `positive youth development′.
This approach to human development is based on the idea that, in addition to preventing problems,
science and practice should promote the development of competencies, skills, and motivation in
order to enhance individuals′ developmental pathways. Approaches to Positive Youth Development,
is based on this concept and brings together authors from across Europe and America who are
leaders in their respective fields. The main focus of the book, beyond a clarification of the
paradigmatic foundations, concerns the major contexts of adolescents and young adults, namely,
neighbourhoods and leisure locales, school and family, and the major themes of healthy psychosocial
development, namely, competences and knowledge, prosocial behaviour, transcending problems of
delinquency, civic engagement, identity, agency, and spirituality.
  positive youth development training: Positive Youth Development , 2011-09-14 Each
chapter provides in-depth discussions and this volume serves as an invaluable resource for
Developmental or educational psychology researchers, scholars, and students. - Includes chapters
that highlight some of the most recent research in the area of Positive Youth Development - Each
chapter provides in-depth discussions - An invaluable resource for developmental or educational
psychology researchers, scholars, and students
  positive youth development training: Positive Youth Development through Sport Nicholas L.
Holt, Meghan H. McDonough, 2024-06-26 Cutting through the political rhetoric about the power of
sport as a tool for social change and personal improvement, this book offers insight into how and
why participating in sport can be good for children and young people. Still the only book to focus on
the role of sport in positive youth development (PYD), it brings together high-profile contributors
from diverse disciplines to critically examine the ways in which sport can be used to promote youth
development. Now in a fully updated, revised, and expanded third edition, Positive Youth
Development through Sport covers a wider range of disciplines including sport psychology,
development psychology, physical education, sport development, and sport sociology. With every
chapter asking why, what, so what, and what next, the book introduces the theoretical basis and
historical context of PYD, quantitative and qualitative methods for assessing PYD in sport, and the
potential of PYD in sport across different ages and abilities. This edition includes brand-new
chapters on PYD in schools, in Indigenous populations, and across the lifespan, as well as new
material on evaluating PYD programs and new case studies of PYD around the world. This is
invaluable reading for all students, researchers, educators, practitioners, programmers, and policy
makers with an interest in youth sport.
  positive youth development training: Handbook of Positive Youth Development
Radosveta Dimitrova, Nora Wiium, 2021-10-22 This handbook examines positive youth development
(PYD) in youth and emerging adults from an international perspective. It focuses on large and
underrepresented cultural groups across six continents within a strengths-based conception of
adolescence that considers all youth as having assets. The volume explores the ways in which
developmental assets, when effectively harnessed, empower youth to transition into a productive
and resourceful adulthood. The book focuses on PYD across vast geographical regions, including
Europe, Asia, Africa, Middle East, Australia, New Zealand, North America, and Latin America as well
as on strengths and resources for optimal well-being. The handbook addresses the positive
development of young people across various cultural contexts to advance research, policy, and
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practice and inform interventions that foster continued thriving and reduce the chances of
compromised youth development. It presents theoretical perspectives and supporting empirical
findings to promote a more comprehensive understanding of PYD from an integrated,
multidisciplinary, and multinational perspective.
  positive youth development training: Putting positive youth development into practice , 2007
  positive youth development training: Equipping Quality Youth Development Professionals
William B. Kearney, William H. Quinn, Robert J. Barcelona, 2014-02-04 Whether you are a seasonal
volunteer, group leader or full-time professional, you need practical advice on how to provide young
people with the tools they need to succeed. Equipping Quality Youth Development
Professionals—E-QYP for short—provides best practices to help young people ages six to eighteen
reach their potential. It also offers age-appropriate ideas that you can translate to your specific child
and youth program. E-QYP is a handy reference for individuals, as well as a powerful volunteer and
staff development tool when adopted by organizations. It also serves as a great supplement to
college textbooks on child and youth development. With easy-to-read information and sample
activities that really work, this guide can help you help the young people in your life. “Youth
agencies serve huge numbers of kids in the United States, but few youth workers have specific
knowledge about youth development, and agency budgets tend to have few dollars for staff training.
Although the training and credentialing of all youth workers remains an aspiration, workers with and
without training need ready access to research-based knowledge and practices. Equipping Quality
Youth Development Professionals provides both. Whether read as a whole or accessed for
just-in-time information, Equipping Quality Youth Development Professionals is a timely, valuable,
and much-needed resource.” —Irv Katz, president and CEO, National Human Services Assembly and
National Collaboration for Youth
  positive youth development training: Mobilizing Adults for Positive Youth Development
E. Gil Clary, Jean E. Rhodes, 2006-09-24 Perhaps no other challenge is more pressing in creating
“developmentally - tentive community and society” (the theme of this book series) than mobilizing
adultstoplayactive,constructiverolesinthelivesofchildrenandadolescents.In a society that too easily
defaults to designing programs as cure-alls for meeting young people’s needs, particular attention
must be paid to understanding and mobilizing the kind of positive, relational energy that prepares
each successive generation to assume its place in society. Although programs and institutions
certainlyplayimportantroles,thekeyliesinthepersonalcommitment,invol- ment, and investment of
adults in young people’s lives. In Mobilizing Adults for Positive Youth Development: Strategies for
Closing the Gap between Beliefs and Behaviors, E. Gil Clary and Jean E. Rhodes have ass- bled the
insights of leading scholars from multiple disciplines and contexts for engaging a broad cadre of
adults as allies for youth development. As the editors
write,thequestionguidingthebookis,“Howcanwemosteffectivelyencourage adults, both individually
and collectively, to begin to behave differently with - spect to the young people of a community, to do
so consistently, and to do so in a variety of ways?” What is being proposed, then, is nothing less than
a social movement that engages individuals, small groups, neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, faith
communities, and broader social institutions in attending to the well-being and healthy development
of young people.
  positive youth development training: Positive Youth Development Mary E. Arnold, Theresa
M. Ferrari, 2025-07-07 This book presents positive youth development research in
easy-to-understand concepts that have direct and clear application to youth development practice.
Using the 4-H Thriving Model as an example, it discusses key areas of youth development research,
such as developmental settings, learning and development, and youth thriving, in the context of their
relevance to effective youth development practice. Each chapter examines a particular aspect of
youth development research, providing a succinct summary of the topic, detailing implications for
youth development practice, and offering guidance for translating the research into practice.
Contributors introduce the need for high-quality, science-based youth development programs, the
importance of high-quality youth development settings, critical facets of youth thriving, and the



benefits of such programs to society writ large. Key areas of coverage include: The science of
learning and development as well as the role of learning and meaning making Positive youth
development program models and high-quality youth program settings Youth belonging and equity
in youth programming Developmental relationships, challenge and growth mindset, and prosocial
development as well as purpose, hope, and identity Transcendent awareness, emotional regulation,
and self-regulation and goal setting Positive Youth Development is an essential resource for all
professionals, clinicians, and practitioners as well as researchers, educators, and graduate students
in developmental psychology, child and adolescent psychiatry, school psychology, clinical social
work, public health, education, and all related disciplines.
  positive youth development training: Development and Evaluation of Positive Adolescent
Training through Holistic Social Programs (P.A.T.H.S.) Daniel T.L. SHEK, Rachel C. F. Sun,
2013-06-28 This book outlines the development, implementation and evaluation of a project entitled
“P.A.T.H.S. to Adulthood: A Jockey Club Youth Enhancement Scheme, with P.A.T.H.S. denoting
Positive Adolescent Training through Holistic Social programmes. This pioneer project was
conducted in Hong Kong between 2005 and 2012 with more than 210,000 participants. Its goal was
to help students meet various challenges in their path to adulthood, with a focus on their
psychosocial competencies, developmental assets and the promotion of healthy peer relationships.
The project was initiated by The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust in collaboration with the
Government’s Social Welfare Department, Education Bureau and five universities in Hong Kong.
Edited by the researchers of the project, Development and Evaluation of Positive Adolescent
Training through Holistic Social Programs explores the nature of positive youth development (PYD),
the application of PYD constructs to youth programs and implementation issues. Using multiple
strategies, the book evaluates the overall effectiveness of the P.A.T.H.S. school-based programme
and reveals that stakeholders had positive perceptions of the project, its implementers and benefits.
Students in the program showed better positive development and displayed lower levels of
substance abuse and delinquent behaviour than students in the control schools. The book also
details lessons learned, emergent issues, future directions as well as insights into the development
of positive youth development programs particularly in Chinese communities. Development and
Evaluation of Positive Adolescent Training through Holistic Social Programs will appeal to all
educators, administrators, psychologists, social workers and allied profeesionals looking to promote
whole-person development in their students, especially those with in interest in education in China.
  positive youth development training: The Winning Hand Workbook Jerry Fest, 2016-01-05
Positive Youth Development is an approach to working with young people that supports their innate
capacity for resiliency and promotes healthy development. Based on a body of research indicating
that certain positive influences (Protective Factors) in young people's environments contribute to
their success and help them overcome challenges in their lives, this approach is increasingly being
integrated into all youth work fields, from education to juvenile justice, as well as becoming a
required approach by many funding sources. The challenge for youth work professionals and
organizations is access to timely and adequate training. For the individual, training may be difficult
to find, and organizations may find training to be time-consuming and expensive -- particularly
considering staff turnover and the need to provide training as an on-going option. The Winning Hand
Workbook addresses these issues by providing quality training in the Youth Development approach
in an easy to access, on-demand format. Based on the live presentation Youth Development: A
Winning Hand, The Winning Hand Workbook provides a solution to your personal and/or
organizational training needs.
  positive youth development training: Promoting Positive Youth Development Edmond P.
Bowers, G. John Geldhof, Sara K. Johnson, Lacey J. Hilliard, Rachel M. Hershberg, Jacqueline V.
Lerner, Richard M. Lerner, 2015-07-13 This book presents the results of the longitudinal 4-H Study
of Positive Youth Development. The volume discusses how self-regulation and contextual resources
(e.g., strong relationships with parents, peers, and the community) can be fostered in young people
to contribute to the enhancement of functioning throughout life. Each chapter examines a particular



aspect of youth thriving, and offers findings on either the bases or the role of positive development
in a variety of outcomes, from reduced risk of emotional problems and harmful behaviors to
increased participation in the community. Contributors introduce a contemporary model of positive
development for diverse youth, provide examples of effective youth development programs, and
suggest applications for informing the next generation of policies and practices. Among the featured
topics: The regulation of emotion in adolescence. School engagement, academic achievement, and
positive youth development. Peer relationships and positive youth development. Identity
development in adolescence and the implications for youth policy and practice. Promoting
adolescent sexual health in youth programming. A positive youth development approach to bullying.
Researchers in developmental psychology as well as practitioners in educational or youth
development programs or policies will gain from Promoting Positive Youth Development a new
appreciation of the central role of young people's strengths, and initiatives to build effective youth
programs. “This volume is destined to become the handbook for anyone interested in the
bourgeoning field of positive youth development. Based on ground breaking, longitudinal research
from top researchers in the field, Promoting Healthy Development for America’s Youth presents a
rich, theoretically grounded understanding of the landscape today’s youth and programs. The
contributors provide clear, data-driven guidance regarding the types of programs and settings that
are most beneficial to young people.” Jean E. Rhodes, Ph.D. Frank L. Boyden Professor Department
of Psychology University of Massachusetts, Boston
  positive youth development training: Core Staff Training Components for a Positive
Youth Development Program Quality Jeantyl Norze, 2024-01-09 Program quality is the program
characteristics, indicators, and implementation practices that stakeholders mutually agreed upon.
These program quality components are interlinked. Therefore, it is critical to help youth
practitioners think through the logical connection among the components of program quality. This
can be partly achieved through professional development, which equips practitioners with
competencies necessary to perform their tasks. As a result, a staff training model was designed to
corroborate the work that has been done in the positive youth development field with the aim of
achieving program quality using a systematic review method. This staff training model comprises
four components: child/youth development, social ecological theory, program management, and
program theory. This factorial structure of this model was assessed using exploratory factor analysis
and confirmatory analysis using the responses from the Positive Youth Development Program
Quality Competency Questionnaire (PYDPQCQ). The analyses yielded a valid, reliable 42- item, 6
factor solution. Additionally, the existence of a social support system for the youth development
professionals was described using frequency, percentage and social network analysis. The members
of the social support system was mainly the participants' colleagues. The members of the social
support system including the participants formed four main social communities. The social
communities together appeared to form a sphere with the members of the social support system on
the surface.
  positive youth development training: Building Healthy Communities for Positive Youth
Development Michael J. Nakkula, Karen C. Foster, Marc Mannes, Shenita Bolstrom, 2010-07-23 It
is a great pleasure to offer this volume from Michael J. Nakkula, Karen C. Foster, Marc Mannes, and
Shenita Bolstrom as the latest in the Search Institute Series on Developmentally Attentive
Community and Society. Its importance to the series and this ?eld of inquiry and practice is readily
evident in its title, Building Healthy Communities for Positive Youth Development. Since the early
1990s, Search Institute has invited and encouraged communities of all shapes and sizes to use its
framework of Developmental Assets and principles of asset building to create strong, vibrant, and
welcoming communities for children and youth. We have operated largely at the grassroots level,
encouraging innovation and adaptation around a shared vision, rather than proposing a program or
model for replication. We seek to learn as much from the communities as they learn from us. This
book offers in-depth case studies of what happened in eight diverse c- munities that took up our
invitation. In them, we see a wide array of strategies and approaches that, on the surface, seem to



have little coherence. But, as Nakkula and colleagues found, underlying each of these distinct efforts
was a deep commitment to transforming the social norms of community life to more effectively
attend to young people’s healthy development throughout the ?rst two decades of life. There have
been many ambitious efforts aimed at comprehensive community change on behalf of young people.
  positive youth development training: Positive Youth Development, Mental Health, and
Psychological Well-Being in Diverse Youth Nora Wiium, Laura Ferrer-Wreder, Jennifer
E.Lansford, Lene Arnett Jensen, 2023-06-15 In this Research Topic, our aim is to examine how
personal resources related to competencies, skills, and self-perception as well as environmental,
contextual, and relational features of the social contexts of diverse youth, directly or indirectly are
important to mental health and psychological well-being. As previous research on young people has
mainly focused on youth’s weaknesses rather than their strengths, our use of Positive Youth
Development (PYD) in working with culturally diverse youth and their well-being in this Research
Topic is novel. We invite contributions from researchers that were initially presented their papers in
a meeting that was held by research partners of the Cross-National Project on Positive Youth
Development (CN-PYD), and who represent an international and multidisciplinary panel of experts
on PYD. The CN-PYD was initiated in 2014 at the University of Bergen and has an ongoing data
collection that involves approximately 10,000 minority and majority youth and emerging adults (ages
16 to 29) living in Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, New Zealand, and South America. CN-PYD uses a
strengths-based approach to the conceptualization of youth as resources and agentic, which is in
opposition to the view of the developmental period of adolescence as being a period inherently
fraught with problems and risks. The goal of the cross-national project is to assess personal
strengths and contextual resources, considering how these resources come together to facilitate
youth thriving and to document how young people make positive and valued contributions to
themselves and others. We also advance research on the complex interplay between personal and
contextual resources and their connections with risk behaviors and problems, in essence, taking a
perspective of the whole child, both in terms of strengths and problems.
  positive youth development training: The Youth Development Handbook Stephen F
Hamilton, Mary Agnes Hamilton, 2003-10-09 What are the types of environments in which youth
thrive? How do we cultivate such environments to promote optimal development and positive
behavior in youth? The Youth Development Handbook: Coming of Age in American Communities
provides youth and development practitioners access to current theory and research in the field of
youth development, including illustrations of good practice, original case studies, and a contextual
approach to such topics as youth participation and diversity. The Youth Development Handbook is
designed for scholars and researchers in applied developmental science as well as practitioners and
policy makers who implement youth development initiatives. The book is also recommended for use
in graduate courses on youth development in the fields of Psychology, Human Development &
Family Studies, and Education.
  positive youth development training: Equipping Quality Youth Development Professionals
William B. Kearney, 2014-02 In the past thirty-six years working with child and youth programs from
the local to the federal level in the private, not-for-profit, and public sectors, I have observed more
than a thousand child and youth programs. ... As I visit program sites, I have often seen the same
scenario play out over and over again. Well-intentioned volunteers and eager new staff want to work
with and contribute to the lives of young people, but they don't get the training, support, or
resources they need to succeed. They do not have understanding of child and youth development,
and how to use these principles as they work with young people. So often, organizations don't have
the budgets and resources to provide the needed level of child and youth development training and
practice for new staff and volunteers.
  positive youth development training: Positive Youth Development in Global Contexts of
Social and Economic Change Anne C. Petersen, Silvia H. Koller, Frosso Motti-Stefanidi, Suman
Verma, 2016-12-19 Pt. 1. Positive youth development in diverse contexts during economic change --
pt. 2. Interventions to support and promote positive adaptation and development -- pt. 3. Research,



interventions, and policy needs.
  positive youth development training: Flourishing in Contexts and Cultures Gregory Arief
D. Liem, Dennis M. McInerney, 2023-07-01 The youth of today is confronted with a myriad of
challenges of living in a world that has never been more volatile, uncertain, complex, and
ambiguous. These multifaceted challenges compromise their well-being. Fostering the well-being of
young people across sociocultural boundaries, rather than of the select groups of privileged
individuals, is a timely and worthy endeavor and should not take a back seat. The advent of Positive
Education, which is an educational paradigm that emphasizes the goal of developing both cognitive
abilities and well-being skills in students and young people in general, has offered a promising
generic approach to promoting the well-being of young people. The twin goals of Positive Education
are indeed aligned with two major views of well-being: eudaimonia highlighting the importance of
one’s engaged pursuit of meaningful goals, and hedonia stressing the importance of one’s positive
emotion and life satisfaction in one’s well-being. Their combination – that wellness is achieved when
a person is feeling good and functioning well – has often been termed ‘flourishing’. Unfortunately,
scholarly discussions on sociocultural influences on flourishing or well-being and ways of promoting
it have been scarce. This volume addresses such a gap in a rigorous and timely manner.
International scholars from culturally diverse backgrounds put together their thoughts and ideas in
their respective chapter contributions that, collectively, invite us to mindfully take into account
youth’s sociocultural and sociodemographic backgrounds in promoting their flourishing. This book,
which embodies the ‘who’, ‘what’, when, ‘where’, and ‘how’ of youth well-being, will be extremely
insightful and useful for scholars and researchers as well as policy makers and practitioners
(teachers, interventionists, counsellors, youth mentors) who seek to promote the well-being of young
people in their respective contexts and beyond.
  positive youth development training: Changing Lives , 1995
  positive youth development training: Risk, Resilience, and Positive Youth Development
Jeffrey M. Jenson, 2013 In this innovative book, elements of risk and resilience, positive youth
development, and organizational collaboration are used to develop a comprehensive intervention
framework, the Integrated Prevention and Early Intervention (IPEI) Model.
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