post secondary education meaning

post secondary education meaning refers to all forms of education that occur after the
completion of high school or secondary school. This stage of education is crucial for individuals
seeking advanced knowledge, specialized skills, or professional qualifications that extend beyond the
general curriculum offered in secondary education. Understanding the post secondary education
meaning is essential for students, educators, and policymakers as it encompasses various educational
paths such as vocational training, community college programs, undergraduate degrees, and
graduate studies. This article explores the definition, types, benefits, and global perspectives of post
secondary education, providing a comprehensive overview of its significance in today’s educational
landscape. Additionally, it addresses the common terminology and the role of post secondary
education in career development and lifelong learning. The following sections will delve into these
aspects in detail.

Definition and Scope of Post Secondary Education

Types of Post Secondary Education

Importance and Benefits of Post Secondary Education

Post Secondary Education and Career Development

 Global Perspectives on Post Secondary Education

Definition and Scope of Post Secondary Education

Post secondary education meaning encompasses all educational programs and learning experiences
that occur after the completion of secondary school or high school. This level of education is designed
to provide students with more specialized knowledge and skills that prepare them for specific careers
or further academic pursuits. It includes a wide array of institutions such as community colleges,
vocational schools, universities, and professional training centers. The scope of post secondary
education varies by country but generally includes any formal education beyond grade 12 or its
equivalent.

Distinction from Secondary Education

Secondary education typically covers the high school years, focusing on foundational knowledge
across various subjects. In contrast, post secondary education meaning involves advanced study,
often with a focus on a particular field or profession. This distinction is important because post
secondary education usually requires a higher level of academic commitment and specialization,
offering certificates, diplomas, associate degrees, bachelor’s degrees, and beyond.



Educational Levels within Post Secondary Education

Post secondary education can be broken down into several levels, each serving different educational
and professional goals:

e Certificate and Diploma Programs: Short-term programs focusing on technical or vocational
skills.

¢ Associate Degrees: Typically two-year degrees offered by community colleges.
e Bachelor’s Degrees: Four-year undergraduate degrees from universities.

» Graduate and Professional Degrees: Advanced degrees such as master’s, doctorates, and
professional certifications.

Types of Post Secondary Education

The post secondary education meaning includes diverse types of educational institutions and
programs designed to meet various student needs and career objectives. Understanding these types
helps clarify the options available after secondary school.

Vocational and Technical Education

Vocational education focuses on practical skills and training for specific trades or professions. These
programs are often shorter in duration and emphasize hands-on experience. Examples include
training for electricians, plumbers, medical technicians, and culinary arts professionals. Vocational
schools and technical colleges are common providers of this type of post secondary education.

Community Colleges

Community colleges offer associate degrees and certificate programs that provide both academic and
vocational training. They often serve as a more affordable and accessible option for students planning
to transfer to four-year universities or enter the workforce directly. Community colleges play a
significant role in the post secondary education landscape by bridging secondary education and
advanced degrees.

Universities and Four-Year Colleges

Universities and four-year colleges provide bachelor’s degrees and are the primary institutions for
academic and professional education. They offer a wide range of disciplines, research opportunities,
and advanced studies. Many also provide graduate programs, including master’s and doctoral
degrees, which represent the highest levels of post secondary education.



Importance and Benefits of Post Secondary Education

Understanding the post secondary education meaning also involves recognizing its importance and
the numerous benefits it offers individuals and society. Post secondary education is a key factor in
economic development, social mobility, and personal growth.

Economic Advantages

Higher levels of education often correlate with better employment opportunities, higher salaries, and
greater job stability. Individuals with post secondary education typically have access to careers that

require specialized knowledge and skills, which tend to offer better compensation and advancement
potential.

Personal and Social Benefits

Post secondary education promotes critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and intellectual
development. It also fosters social skills and networks that can be invaluable throughout one’s career
and personal life. Additionally, higher education contributes to informed citizenship and community
engagement.

Addressing Skill Gaps

Post secondary education helps address skill shortages in the labor market by equipping students
with up-to-date knowledge and practical expertise. This alignment with industry needs is essential for
economic competitiveness and innovation.

Post Secondary Education and Career Development

The role of post secondary education in career development is pivotal, as it serves as a foundation for
professional qualifications, skills acquisition, and lifelong learning opportunities.

Pathways to Employment

Many professions require specific post secondary credentials, such as nursing licenses, engineering
degrees, or teaching certifications. Post secondary education institutions often provide career
services, internships, and cooperative education programs to facilitate the transition from education
to employment.

Continuous Learning and Advancement

Post secondary education is not limited to initial degrees; it includes continuing education and
professional development that enable workers to adapt to changing job markets and technologies.
This lifelong learning approach supports career advancement and resilience.



Skills Development

Beyond academic knowledge, post secondary education emphasizes the development of soft skills
such as communication, teamwork, and leadership, which are critical for career success in any field.

Global Perspectives on Post Secondary Education

The post secondary education meaning and structure vary worldwide, influenced by cultural,
economic, and policy factors. Examining these differences provides insight into global educational
trends and challenges.

Different Educational Systems

Countries have diverse post secondary education systems, ranging from highly centralized models to
decentralized frameworks with multiple pathways. For example, some nations emphasize vocational
training as an integral part of post secondary education, while others focus more on academic
university education.

Access and Equity

Globally, access to post secondary education remains uneven, with disparities based on
socioeconomic status, geography, and gender. Efforts to increase inclusivity and affordability are
ongoing challenges for many countries.

International Recognition and Mobility

As globalization advances, the recognition of post secondary qualifications across borders has
become increasingly important. International agreements and standardized frameworks, such as the
Bologna Process in Europe, facilitate student mobility and degree recognition worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does post secondary education mean?

Post secondary education refers to any form of education that occurs after completing high school,
including college, university, vocational training, and other forms of higher education.

How is post secondary education different from secondary
education?

Secondary education typically covers high school level studies, while post secondary education
includes all educational pursuits after high school, such as undergraduate and graduate studies,



technical schools, and certification programs.

Why is post secondary education important?

Post secondary education is important because it provides advanced knowledge and skills, enhances
career opportunities, increases earning potential, and contributes to personal and professional
growth.

What types of institutions offer post secondary education?

Institutions offering post secondary education include universities, community colleges, vocational
schools, technical institutes, and online education platforms.

Is post secondary education necessary for all careers?

Not all careers require post secondary education; some trades and professions rely on
apprenticeships, certifications, or on-the-job training, but many fields such as medicine, law, and
engineering require post secondary degrees.

Additional Resources

1. The Meaning of Higher Education: Expanding Horizons and Transforming Lives

This book explores the fundamental purposes of post-secondary education beyond vocational
training. It delves into how higher education fosters critical thinking, personal growth, and civic
responsibility. The author argues that universities play a key role in shaping democratic societies and
promoting cultural understanding.

2. Rethinking College: The Role of Higher Education in the 21st Century

Focusing on contemporary challenges, this book examines how post-secondary institutions must
evolve to meet the needs of today's students and workforce. It discusses the balance between
practical skills and liberal arts education, emphasizing the importance of adaptability and lifelong
learning. The text also addresses issues of access, equity, and the changing landscape of higher
education.

3. Purpose and Promise: Understanding the Value of Post-Secondary Education

This work highlights the social and economic benefits of obtaining a college or university degree. It
provides evidence on how education contributes to individual well-being and societal progress. The
author discusses different models of higher education and their impact on students' future
opportunities.

4. Beyond the Classroom: The Transformative Power of University Education

Exploring the experiential aspects of post-secondary education, this book emphasizes learning
outside traditional lectures. It covers internships, community engagement, and extracurricular
activities as vital elements that add meaning to the college experience. The narrative stresses how
these experiences shape identity, ethics, and professional development.

5. Higher Education and the Search for Meaning
This philosophical examination tackles the question of what it means to be educated in a higher
education setting. The author discusses the interplay between knowledge acquisition, personal



development, and societal expectations. The book invites readers to consider how universities can
nurture meaningful lives in an increasingly complex world.

6. Degrees of Purpose: Navigating the Meaning of College Education

This book offers a guide for students and educators to understand and articulate the broader
significance of a college degree. It addresses common misconceptions and highlights diverse
educational paths and outcomes. The author also explores how purpose-driven education can
motivate student success and fulfillment.

7. Educating for the Future: The Meaning of Post-Secondary Learning in a Changing World
Focusing on global trends, this book analyzes how post-secondary education must respond to
technological advances and societal shifts. It discusses the skills and mindsets necessary for future
challenges, such as critical thinking, creativity, and intercultural competence. The text encourages
institutions to rethink curricula and pedagogical approaches.

8. The Heart of Higher Education: Cultivating Meaning and Engagement

This book centers on student engagement and the search for meaning within the academic journey. It
explores strategies to create inclusive and inspiring learning environments that connect students to
their studies and communities. The author highlights the importance of purpose-driven teaching and
mentorship.

9. Post-Secondary Education and Social Meaning: A Cultural Perspective

Examining post-secondary education through the lens of culture and society, this book investigates
how education reflects and shapes social values. It explores the role of universities as cultural
institutions that contribute to identity formation and social cohesion. The author discusses the
implications of globalization and diversity on educational meaning.
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post secondary education meaning: Access to Post-Secondary Education: Does Class
Still Matter? Andrea D. Rounce, 2004 Defining Access Access to post-secondary education has
received more attention in the past few years, with the Canadian Government, in particular,
undertaking a number of Recognizing the studies of who does and does not attend post- importance
of an secondary institutions. [...] While these are all important factors in understanding access to
post-secondary education, this review of the literature will focus primarily on the socio-economic
status (or class) of individuals and their families in the attempt to provide a broader understanding
of how class relates to post-secondary participation. [...] The body of the review will address three
elements of access to post-secondary education: 1) planning to attend a post-secondary institution;
2) socio-economic status and attending a post-secondary institution, including accessing professional
degree programmes; and 3) socio-economic status and completing a post-secondary education. [...]
By reviewing the literature on access to post-secondary education, it is hoped that it will be possible
to understand some of the factors influencing decisions to attend, attendance, and completion of
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post-secondary education. [...] According to researchers using the 1999 Survey of Approaches to
Educational Planning, less than one-fifth of families with incomes of less than $30,000 were saving
for the post-secondary education of their children, while about two-thirds of those with incomes of
more than $80,000 were doing so (Corak et al, 2003; Junor & Usher, 2002).3 Parents with higher
levels of education are more likely both.

post secondary education meaning: Postsecondary Education in British Columbia Robert
Cowin, 2018-11-15 The historical literature about postsecondary education in British Columbia, as in
many jurisdictions, is fragmented, paying unequal attention to public colleges and universities,
vocational colleges, apprenticeship, continuing education, and private institutions. Robert Cowin
synthesizes these pieces, providing a comprehensive overview of the emergence and evolution of the
provincial postsecondary system. He then defines three distinct theoretical lenses - social justice,
human capital formation, and marketization - and applies each in turn to an analysis of five
significant transitions. This dynamic systems approach, in which Cowin examines interactions across
sectors, allows him to delineate the cumulative and complementary ways in which sectors have
affected one another. Postsecondary Education in British Columbia provides a thoughtful critical
analysis of the role of social justice, human capital, and the market in the development of the
institutional arrangements - the distribution of institutions by size, mission, type, and location - and
policies that have shaped contemporary education in the province.

post secondary education meaning: Improving Equity in Postsecondary Education Judith
M. Gappa, 1977

post secondary education meaning: Measuring the Value of a Postsecondary Education
Ken Norrie, Mary Catharine Lennon, 2013-03-02 Measuring the Value of a Postsecondary Education
is an insightful collection of essays that respond to current and pressing questions in the field of
higher education: What do we mean by quality of education? What do courses and programs promise
to deliver, and do they succeed? What do we know about improving learning outcomes, and is
reform possible? Comprised of papers presented at a conference of experts convened by the Higher
Education Quality Council of Ontario in 2011, the book begins by evaluating pioneering initiatives in
Europe, and follows this with reports on efforts to measure and evaluate learning outcomes.
Drawing on over two decades of work by international agencies, governments, and foundations in
identifying and evaluating learning outcomes in higher education, Measuring the Value of a
Postsecondary Education encourages educational institutions to draw on this evidence in revising
course and program offerings. Bringing together international leaders and innovators in the field,
this book is an important analysis of progress in enhancing learning quality and directions for future
reform. Contributors include Jeana Abromeit (Alverno College), Roger Benjamin (Council for Aid to
Education), Ken Dryden (Canadian politician), Michael Gallagher (Group of Eight), Virginia
Hatchette (Postsecondary Education Quality Assessment Board), Jillian Kinzie (Indiana University),
Diane Lalancette (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development), Holiday Hart
McKiernan (Lumina Foundation), Robert Wagenaar (University of Groningen), and Lorne A.
Whitehead (University of British Columbia).

post secondary education meaning: The Virtual Delivery and Virtual Organization of
Post-secondary Education Daniel Carchidi, 2024-11-01 How virtual post-secondary educational
organisations (popularly called virtual universities) function is the central subject in this new book
based on a comparative study of five U.S based institutions.

post secondary education meaning: Descriptive summary of 1995-96 beginning

postsecondary students, 3 years later with an essay on students who start at less-than-4-year
institutions ,

post secondary education meaning: Planning for Postsecondary Education in California
California Postsecondary Education Commission, 1977

post secondary education meaning: Strategies for Postsecondary Education Peter Scott,
2018-10-11 Originally published in 1975, Strategies for Postsecondary Education looks at how
postsecondary education absorbs an increasing proportion of education budgets in developed



countries. The book analyses the inequalities in the American postsecondary education system and
compares its performance with France and the United Kingdom. The traditional concept of higher
education with its preference for the college sector is now being challenged by the notion of
postsecondary education which embraces the community colleges and preparatory schools in the
United States and the polytechnics in Great Britain. The book argues that the development of the
non-collegiate sector, including further education outside a formal educational context, will extend
the range of educational opportunity and make much better use of limited resources.

post secondary education meaning: United States Code United States, 2012

post secondary education meaning: Journal of the House of Representatives of the United
States United States. Congress. House, 2010 Some vols. include supplemental journals of such
proceedings of the sessions, as, during the time they were depending, were ordered to be kept
secret, and respecting which the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken off by the order of the
House.

post secondary education meaning: Financing Opportunity for Post-secondary Education in
the U.S., 1990

post secondary education meaning: United States Code 2006 Edition United States Congress,
2010

post secondary education meaning: Education and Division of Labour A. Visalberghi,
2012-12-06 The Steering Committee for the Plan Europe 2000, Project 1: Education, invited the
working group to analyse the problems of technical and vocational education projected over the next
30 years, both at se condary school and at university level. This report summarises the findings of
approximately two years' research and discussion by the group, coordinated by the undersigned. It
is in fact a combined report, although one chapter - the eighth is devoted specifically to university
problems. This we consider to be amply justified by the nature of the subjects discussed: it is
difficult to make a clear-cut distinction between solutions on the secondary level and solutions on
the post-secondary level, especially when they are projected into the future. The group organised its
work as follows: it consulted the literature to the extent possible and sought replies to a
comprehensive analytical questionnaire from a wide sample of experts in different countries (the
composition of the sample is described in the opening section of Appendix A); it arranged many
meetings with qualified persons for discussions, as well as visits by individuals or small groups to
training institutions in several European countries to meet experts in this field and it took part in
national and international congresses and conferen ces on technical and/or vocational training and
associated problems.

post secondary education meaning: The Best Available Evidence Paul Newton, David
Burgess, 2016-07-15 In The Best Available Evidence: Decision-Making for Educational Improvement,
the editors and contributing authors explore the intricacies of working with data and evidence for
the purpose or organizational development in educational institutions. A broad theme that runs
throughout this book is the need for policy makers and practitioners to be informed and critical
consumers of educational research. The chapters in this volume explore quantitative, qualitative,
narrative, and practitioner research approaches and explore the implications for evidence use in
educational improvement efforts. Many current texts provide an instrumental resource for
educational leaders for use in designing road maps for improvement. As such, these texts offer a
perspective based on assumptions that educational personnel are the recipients of predetermined
knowledge and evidence, and it is the task of instructors and teachers to implement received
knowledge of “best practice”. In this book, we suggest that teachers, instructors, educational
leaders, and policy makers are equally engaged in the creation of knowledge and the establishment
of improvement objectives. Further, we address questions concerning what constitutes
improvement, how practitioners and policy makers can assess the utility and veracity of evidence,
and how evidence might be considered in productive and ethical ways. This volume is intended for a
broad readership of teachers, post-secondary instructors, graduate students, educational leaders,
and policy makers. Finally, this book will combine K-12 perspectives on educational improvement



with perspectives from the research on post-secondary improvement.

post secondary education meaning: The Social Meaning of Children and Fertility Change in
Europe Anne Lise Ellingsaeter, An-Magritt Jensen, Merete Lie, 2013-03-05 Low fertility in Europe
has given rise to the notion of a ‘fertility crisis’. This book shifts the attention from fertility decline to
why people do have children, asking what children mean to them. It investigates what role children
play in how young adults plan their lives, and why and how young adults make the choices they do.
The book aims to expand our comprehension of the complex structures and cultures that influence
reproductive choice, and explores three key aspects of fertility choices: the processes towards
having (or not having) children, and how they are underpinned by negotiations and ambivalences
how family policies, labour markets and personal relations interact in young adults’ fertility choices
social differentiation in fertility choice: how fertility rationales and reasoning may differ among
women and men, and across social classes Based on empirical studies from six nations - France,
Scandinavia, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Germany and Italy (representing the high and low end of
European variation in fertility rates) - the book shows how different economic, political and cultural
contexts interact in young adults' fertility rationales. It will be of interest to students and scholars of
sociology, anthropology, demography and gender studies.

post secondary education meaning: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1998

post secondary education meaning: Indigenous Identity Formation in Chilean
Education Andrew Webb, 2021-09-09 This book offers rich sociological analysis of the ways in
which educational institutions influence indigenous identity formation in Chile. In doing so, Webb
explores the mechanisms of new racism in schooling and demonstrates how continued forms of
exclusion impact minority groups. By drawing on qualitative research conducted with Mapuche
youth in schools in rural and urban settings, and in private state-subsidised and public schools, this
volume provides a comprehensive exploration of how national belonging and indigeneity are
articulated and experienced in institutional contexts. Close analysis of student and teacher
narratives illustrates the reproduction of historically constructed ethnic and racial criteria, and
demonstrates how these norms persist in schools, despite apparently progressive attitudes toward
racism and colonial education in Chile. This critical perspective highlights the continued prevalence
of implicit racism whereby schooling produces culturally subjective and exclusionary norms and
values. By foregrounding contemporary issues of indigenous identity and education in Chile, this
book adds important scholarship to the field. The text will be of interest to researchers, academics,
and scholars in the fields of indigenous education, sociology of education, and international and
comparative education.

post secondary education meaning: United States Code United States, 1994

post secondary education meaning: Oversight and Reauthorization of Action Agency, 1979
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Select
Education, 1980 To authorize appropriations for programs under the domestic Volunteer Service Act
of 1979, to amend such act to facilitate the improvement of programs carried outthereunder, to
authorize urban volunteer programs, and for other purposes.

post secondary education meaning: Appropriations, Budget Estimates, Etc United States.
Congress, 2000
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