post test american literature through
the eighteenth century

post test american literature through the eighteenth century marks a significant
phase in the development of American literary tradition. This period encompasses the
formative years of American writing, reflecting the cultural, social, and political changes
that shaped the early United States. From colonial narratives and Puritan sermons to
revolutionary pamphlets and early poetic expressions, American literature through the
eighteenth century reveals the evolving identity and values of a nascent nation.
Understanding this era requires a thorough examination of its major authors, genres, and
historical contexts. This article provides a comprehensive overview of post test american
literature through the eighteenth century, highlighting key themes and influential works.
The discussion will also explore the impact of European literary influences and the
emergence of distinctively American voices. The following sections will guide readers
through the essential components of this literary epoch.

e Historical Context of American Literature Through the Eighteenth Century
e Major Literary Genres and Forms

e Prominent Authors and Their Contributions

e Thematic Developments in Eighteenth-Century American Literature

e Legacy and Influence on Later American Literature

Historical Context of American Literature
Through the Eighteenth Century

The historical backdrop of post test american literature through the eighteenth century is
crucial for understanding its content and significance. This era coincides with the colonial
period, the American Revolution, and the early years of the United States as an
independent nation. Literature from this time reflects the struggles and aspirations of
colonists who were negotiating their identities in relation to both European traditions and
the realities of the New World.

Colonial America was marked by diverse cultural influences, including English, Dutch,
French, and Native American traditions. Religious motivations, especially Puritanism,
played a central role in shaping early writings. The rise of print culture and
pamphleteering facilitated the spread of revolutionary ideas and fostered a growing sense
of American nationalism. By the late eighteenth century, literature began to express
themes of liberty, democracy, and individual rights, mirroring the political transformation
of the time.



Major Literary Genres and Forms

The literary output of post test american literature through the eighteenth century
encompasses a variety of genres and forms, each serving different purposes and
audiences. These genres include sermons, diaries, captivity narratives, poetry, political
pamphlets, and early novels. The diversity of forms reflects the multifaceted nature of
colonial and revolutionary American society.

Sermons and Religious Writings

Religious texts were among the most prevalent forms of literature during this period.
Sermons often addressed moral and spiritual concerns while reinforcing communal values.
Prominent ministers used the pulpit as a platform to influence social behavior and political
attitudes.

Captivity Narratives

Captivity narratives recount the experiences of colonists captured by Native Americans.
These stories were popular and served to justify colonial expansion and portray Native
Americans in a particular light. They combined adventure with moral lessons and were
frequently used for propagandistic purposes.

Political Pamphlets and Revolutionary Literature

The revolutionary period saw a surge in politically charged pamphlets, speeches, and
essays. These writings were instrumental in mobilizing public opinion and articulating the
ideals of independence and republicanism. Pamphleteers like Thomas Paine became iconic
figures in American literary history.

Poetry and Early Fiction

Poetry during this era often reflected religious themes, nature, and emerging nationalist
sentiment. While early American fiction was limited, it began to develop toward the
century’s end, planting seeds for a uniquely American literary tradition.

Prominent Authors and Their Contributions

Several authors stand out in the study of post test american literature through the
eighteenth century for their influential works and lasting impact on the literary canon.
Their writings offer insight into the intellectual and cultural currents of their time.



Anne Bradstreet

Anne Bradstreet is recognized as one of the first significant poets in colonial America. Her
poetry combines personal reflection with Puritan values, addressing themes such as faith,
family, and the human condition. Bradstreet’s work helped establish a foundation for
American poetic expression.

Jonathan Edwards

As a leading Puritan preacher and theologian, Jonathan Edwards’ sermons exemplify the
religious fervor of the era. His famous sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”
illustrates the intense spiritual climate and rhetorical style that influenced American
religious literature.

Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin’s diverse literary contributions include essays, autobiographical works,
and satirical pieces. His writings reflect Enlightenment ideals and practical wisdom,
shaping American identity and values through humor and reasoned argument.

Thomas Paine

Thomas Paine’s pamphlets, especially “Common Sense,” played a pivotal role in
galvanizing colonial resistance against British rule. His clear, persuasive prose exemplifies
the power of literature as a tool for political change during the revolutionary period.

Thematic Developments in Eighteenth-Century
American Literature

The themes explored in post test american literature through the eighteenth century
reveal the evolving concerns and aspirations of early Americans. These themes often
intersect with historical events and cultural shifts.

Religion and Morality

Religious devotion and moral instruction dominate much of the literature from this period.
Writers grappled with questions of salvation, sin, and divine providence, reflecting the
Puritanical influence on colonial society.

Freedom and Independence

The quest for political and personal freedom emerges as a central theme, especially during



and after the American Revolution. Literature celebrated the ideals of liberty and
republicanism while critiquing tyranny and oppression.

Nature and the New World

Descriptions of the American landscape and reflections on nature contributed to a growing
sense of place and identity distinct from Europe. Nature often symbolized purity,
opportunity, and the divine in early American writing.

Identity and Nationhood

Writings from the eighteenth century increasingly explore questions of American identity,
emphasizing collective values and the creation of a new national culture. This theme laid
the groundwork for the development of a unique American literary voice.

Legacy and Influence on Later American
Literature

The foundations laid by post test american literature through the eighteenth century
profoundly influenced subsequent generations of American writers. The themes, genres,
and stylistic approaches developed during this period informed the growth of a distinct
literary tradition.

Early American literature’s emphasis on individual rights, democratic ideals, and spiritual
introspection continued to resonate in the nineteenth century and beyond. The Puritan
legacy, revolutionary rhetoric, and engagement with the natural world became enduring
motifs. Moreover, the evolution of print culture and literary networks established during
this time facilitated the emergence of a robust American literary market.

e Establishment of American literary identity
e Influence on Romanticism and Transcendentalism
e Continuation of political and social themes

e Foundation for American realism and regionalism

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the defining characteristics of American



literature through the eighteenth century?

American literature through the eighteenth century is characterized by religious themes,
Puritan influences, colonial experiences, and early enlightenment ideas focusing on
reason, morality, and social order.

Who were some prominent authors in American
literature up to the eighteenth century?

Prominent authors include Anne Bradstreet, Edward Taylor, Jonathan Edwards, and
Benjamin Franklin, each contributing to early American poetry, sermons, and prose.

How did Puritan beliefs influence American literature in
the eighteenth century?

Puritan beliefs shaped American literature by emphasizing themes of sin, redemption,
divine providence, and moral instruction, often reflected in sermons, poetry, and diaries.

What role did the Enlightenment play in shaping
eighteenth-century American literature?

The Enlightenment introduced ideas of reason, scientific inquiry, individual rights, and
skepticism of authority, which influenced writers like Benjamin Franklin and Thomas
Paine, encouraging political and philosophical writings.

How did colonial experiences impact the themes of early
American literature?

Colonial experiences brought themes of survival, exploration, identity, and interactions
with Native Americans, emphasizing a sense of place and the challenges of the New
World.

What is the significance of Benjamin Franklin’s writings
in eighteenth-century American literature?

Benjamin Franklin’s writings, including his autobiography and Poor Richard’s Almanack,
are significant for their practical wisdom, humor, and promotion of Enlightenment ideals
like self-improvement and civic responsibility.

How did the American Revolution influence literature
during the late eighteenth century?

The American Revolution inspired patriotic writings, political pamphlets, and speeches
that emphasized liberty, democracy, and national identity, seen in works by authors like
Thomas Paine and Phillis Wheatley.



What literary forms were most common in American
literature through the eighteenth century?

Common literary forms included sermons, poetry, diaries, almanacs, political pamphlets,
and autobiographies, reflecting both religious and secular concerns of the period.

Additional Resources

1. The Early American Puritans: Literature and Legacy

This book explores the foundational texts of American literature written by Puritans and
other early settlers. It examines how religious beliefs and colonial experiences shaped the
themes and styles of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century writings. The book also
considers the influence of Puritanism on the development of American identity and literary
tradition.

2. Colonial Voices: Literature from America’s Early Settlements

Focusing on the diverse voices from early American colonies, this collection highlights
letters, diaries, sermons, and poetry from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. It
provides insights into the social, political, and cultural dynamics of colonial life. The book
contextualizes these writings within the broader framework of American literary history.

3. Enlightenment and Revolution: American Literature in the Eighteenth Century

This volume examines the impact of Enlightenment thought on American writers leading
up to and during the Revolutionary period. It covers key figures such as Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Paine, and Phillis Wheatley, analyzing their contributions to political and
philosophical discourse. The book also discusses how literature helped forge a new
national consciousness.

4. Voices of Resistance: Native and African American Literatures Before 1800
Highlighting often-overlooked perspectives, this book collects writings by Native
Americans and African Americans in the colonial era. It explores themes of resistance,
identity, and survival in the face of colonization and slavery. The work broadens the
understanding of early American literature beyond Eurocentric narratives.

5. The Early American Novel: Beginnings and Breakthroughs

This study traces the emergence of the novel in America during the eighteenth century. It
analyzes early fictional works that reflect colonial life, social issues, and moral questions.
The book situates these novels within both American and British literary traditions,
showing their role in shaping American storytelling.

6. Rhetoric and Revolution: Political Oratory and Pamphlets of Colonial America
Focusing on the power of persuasive writing, this book surveys the political speeches,
pamphlets, and essays that fueled revolutionary sentiment. It highlights the rhetorical
strategies employed by key figures to mobilize public opinion. The book emphasizes
literature’s practical role in the historical context of American independence.

7. Women Writers of Early America: Voices from the Margins
This book brings attention to women authors whose works contributed to early American
literature but were often marginalized. It includes poetry, diaries, and essays that reveal



women’s experiences and perspectives in a male-dominated society. The collection
showcases the diverse roles women played in shaping literary culture.

8. Spiritual Narratives: Religion and Literature in Colonial America

Examining the interconnection between faith and writing, this book delves into spiritual
autobiographies, sermons, and hymns from the colonial period. It illustrates how religious
belief permeated literary expression and daily life. The book also discusses the evolution
of religious thought as reflected in early American texts.

9. Print Culture and Literary Networks in Eighteenth-Century America

This work investigates the development of print technology, book distribution, and literary
communities in colonial America. It explores how print culture facilitated the spread of
ideas and the creation of a shared literary identity. The book highlights the social and
economic factors influencing literary production and consumption before 1800.
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History is a tough exam to prepare for—after all, there's a lot of history to remember! Written by the
experts at The Princeton Review, Cracking the SAT U.S. History Subject Test arms you to take on
the exam and achieve your highest possible score. Techniques That Actually Work. ¢ Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically
* Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to Know for a High
Score. ¢ Expert subject reviews for every test topic * Up-to-date information on the SAT U.S. History
Subject Test » Score conversion tables for accurate self-assessment Practice Your Way to Perfection.
« 3 full-length practice tests (2 in the book and 1 online) with detailed answer explanations ¢
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sections

post test american literature through the eighteenth century: American Literature as
World Literature Jeffrey R. Di Leo, 2017-12-28 For better or worse, America lives in the age of
“worlded” literature. Not the world literature of nations and nationalities considered from most
powerful and wealthy to the least. And not the world literature found with a map. Rather, the
worlded literature of individuals crossing borders, mixing stories, and speaking in dialect. Where
translation struggles to be effective and background is itself another story. The “worlded” literature
of the multinational corporate publishing industry where the global market is all. The essays in this
collection, from some of the most distinguished figures in American studies and literature, explore
what it means to consider American literature as world literature.



post test american literature through the eighteenth century: Feminist Perspectives on
Law and Literature Laura Schmitz-Justen, Laura A. Zander, Hanna Luise Kroll, Laura Wittmann,
2025-04-21 The interdisciplinary study of law and literature can help us better understand
intersectionality, and vice versa: intersectional feminist perspectives are extremely valuable in the
study of law and literature. Of course, neither feminist nor intersectional approaches are new in and
of themselves: for decades, literary scholarship has studied the impact of particular constellations of
gender, race, and class when it comes to representations of women in literary texts and has
succeeded in shaking monolithic and stereotypical notions of womanhood. However, research at the
intersection of law, literature and feminism has so far been limited and insular. Bringing together
more than twenty international researchers from related disciplines, this volume is the first to bring
questions of intersectional feminism to the forefront of law and literature scholarship. From
reproductive and (trans-)gender justice in law and literature to feminist practices that intervene in
judicial discourse, this volume brings into focus a wide range of cultural and legal phenomena in
which gender and the law intersect in literary texts. The volume’s commitment to intersectionality
fittingly extents to its very make up: the contributors were selected to represent a diverse range of
positions in terms of their gender, career stage and nationality.

post test american literature through the eighteenth century: Through Other Continents
Wai Chee Dimock, 2008-10-20 What we call American literature is quite often a shorthand, a
simplified name for an extended tangle of relations. This is the argument of Through Other
Continents, Wai Chee Dimock's sustained effort to read American literature as a subset of world
literature. Inspired by an unorthodox archive--ranging from epic traditions in Akkadian and Sanskrit
to folk art, paintings by Veronese and Tiepolo, and the music of the Grateful Dead--Dimock
constructs a long history of the world, a history she calls deep time. The civilizations of
Mesopotamia, India, Egypt, China, and West Africa, as well as Europe, leave their mark on American
literature, which looks dramatically different when it is removed from a strictly national or
English-language context. Key authors such as Thoreau, Margaret Fuller, Ezra Pound, Robert
Lowell, Gary Snyder, Leslie Silko, Gloria Naylor, and Gerald Vizenor are transformed in this light.
Emerson emerges as a translator of Islamic culture; Henry James's novels become long-distance kin
to Gilgamesh; and Black English loses its ungrammaticalness when reclassified as a creole tongue,
meshing the input from Africa, Europe, and the Americas. Throughout, Dimock contends that
American literature is answerable not to the nation-state, but to the human species as a whole, and
that it looks dramatically different when removed from a strictly national or English-language
context.
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