post war development of north korea

post war development of north korea has been a complex and multifaceted process shaped by political
ideology, economic priorities, and international relations. Following the devastation of the Korean War
(1950-1953), North Korea embarked on a path of reconstruction and industrialization under a
centralized, authoritarian regime. The country's post-war development focused heavily on
strengthening its military capabilities, building a self-reliant economy, and fostering a rigid social
structure guided by Juche ideology. This article explores the stages of North Korea's recovery and
growth, the policies implemented to rebuild infrastructure, the challenges faced in economic
modernization, and the influence of external factors such as foreign aid and diplomatic isolation.
Understanding the post war development of North Korea provides insight into the nation's current
political and economic landscape. The following sections outline the historical context, economic
strategies, social policies, and international relations that have defined North Korea's trajectory since

the end of the Korean War.

 Historical Context and Immediate Post-War Reconstruction
e Economic Development Strategies and Industrialization

¢ Social and Political Structure Consolidation

¢ Challenges and Setbacks in Post-War Development

¢ International Relations and Their Impact on Development



Historical Context and Immediate Post-War Reconstruction

The post war development of North Korea began against the backdrop of extensive devastation
caused by the Korean War. The conflict left much of the nation's infrastructure in ruins, with cities,
transportation networks, and industrial facilities severely damaged. In response, the government

prioritized rapid reconstruction and mobilized resources to rebuild critical infrastructure.

Rebuilding Infrastructure and Industry

North Korea's leadership, under Kim ll-sung, implemented centralized planning for the reconstruction
process. Priority was given to restoring heavy industry, transportation systems such as railways and
roads, and energy production capabilities. The Soviet Union and China provided significant aid during
this period, supplying technical assistance, machinery, and raw materials essential for rebuilding

efforts.

Establishment of a Command Economy

Following the war, North Korea adopted a command economy model aimed at controlling all aspects
of production and distribution. The government nationalized industries and collectivized agriculture,
focusing on self-sufficiency and minimizing reliance on foreign powers. This model shaped the

trajectory of North Korea's economic policies in subsequent decades.

Economic Development Strategies and Industrialization

The post war development of North Korea is characterized by ambitious industrialization efforts,
especially during the 1950s and 1960s. The country sought to transform from an agrarian society into
a heavily industrialized state, emphasizing sectors such as steel production, mining, and machinery

manufacturing.



First Five-Year Plan and Heavy Industry Focus

North Korea launched its First Five-Year Plan in 1957, which prioritized heavy industry and
infrastructure expansion. The plan aimed to increase production capacity and develop key industrial
complexes. This phase witnessed the construction of large factories, hydroelectric power plants, and

the expansion of transportation networks.

Self-Reliance and Juche ldeology

Economic policies during the post war development period were heavily influenced by the Juche
ideology, promoting self-reliance and independence. This principle guided efforts to reduce

dependency on foreign imports by developing domestic industries and agricultural output.

Key Sectors in Industrial Growth

¢ Steel and iron production

e Coal mining and energy generation

¢ Machinery and weapons manufacturing

e Chemical and textile industries

Social and Political Structure Consolidation

The post war development of North Korea also involved the consolidation of a tightly controlled social
and political system. The regime established mechanisms to maintain ideological control and support

economic objectives.



Centralized Political Control

After the war, Kim ll-sung solidified his leadership through the Korean Workers' Party, instituting a one-
party state with pervasive surveillance and control over society. Political purges and campaigns

reinforced loyalty and eliminated opposition.

Social Policies and Education

The government invested in expanding education and promoting socialist values to align the population
with state objectives. Literacy programs, ideological education, and mass mobilization campaigns were

key components of social development strategies.

Collectivization of Agriculture

Agricultural collectivization efforts aimed to increase food production and integrate rural populations
into the socialist economy. Farms were organized into cooperatives, and mechanization was gradually

introduced to improve efficiency.

Challenges and Setbacks in Post-War Development

Despite initial successes, North Korea's post war development faced significant challenges that

hindered sustainable growth and modernization.

Economic Isolation and Resource Limitations

The emphasis on self-reliance, combined with limited natural resources and technological gaps,
created obstacles for economic advancement. The country struggled to keep pace with global

economic trends and technological innovation.



Famine and Agricultural Failures

Periodic agricultural shortfalls and famines, particularly in the 1990s, exposed vulnerabilities in the food
production system. These crises were exacerbated by natural disasters, inefficient farming methods,

and the breakdown of external support after the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Military Prioritization and Economic Trade-offs

Heavy allocation of resources to military development and the nuclear program limited investment in

civilian industries and infrastructure, creating long-term economic strains.

International Relations and Their Impact on Development

The post war development of North Korea has been significantly affected by its relationships with

neighboring countries and the international community.

Dependence on Soviet and Chinese Support

During the early post-war decades, North Korea relied heavily on aid and technical assistance from the
Soviet Union and China. These alliances facilitated reconstruction and industrialization but also tied

North Korea's economy to the fluctuating dynamics of the Cold War.

Diplomatic Isolation and Sanctions

North Korea's pursuit of nuclear weapons and aggressive foreign policy led to international sanctions
and diplomatic isolation, limiting trade opportunities and access to foreign investment. This isolation

constrained economic development and forced the regime to maintain strict internal controls.



Recent Efforts at Limited Economic Reform

In recent years, North Korea has experimented with limited market-oriented reforms and special
economic zones to attract foreign investment and boost economic activity. However, these efforts

remain constrained by political considerations and international pressures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main challenges North Korea faced in post-war
development?

After the Korean War, North Korea faced significant challenges including widespread infrastructure
destruction, economic instability, food shortages, and the need to rebuild its industrial base from the

ground up.

How did North Korea's government approach economic reconstruction
after the war?

North Korea's government implemented a centrally planned economy focused on heavy industry and
rapid industrialization, supported by aid and technical assistance from the Soviet Union and China.

What role did foreign aid play in North Korea's post-war development?

Foreign aid, primarily from the Soviet Union and China, was crucial in North Korea's reconstruction
efforts, providing machinery, raw materials, financial support, and technical expertise during the 1950s

and 1960s.

How did North Korea's post-war economic policies differ from South



Korea's?

North Korea adopted a centralized, state-controlled economic model emphasizing heavy industry and
self-reliance, whereas South Korea pursued a market-oriented economy focusing on light industry,

export-led growth, and foreign investment.

What impact did the Juche ideology have on North Korea's
development after the war?

Juche, emphasizing self-reliance and independence, shaped North Korea's development policies by
promoting economic and military self-sufficiency, leading to reduced reliance on foreign aid and

increased focus on domestic resources.

How did the Korean War affect North Korea's demographic and social
structure?

The war caused massive casualties and displacement, disrupting social structures, leading to
population loss, and necessitating extensive social rebuilding alongside economic reconstruction

efforts.

What were the long-term effects of the post-war development
strategies on North Korea's economy?

North Korea achieved early industrial growth and infrastructure rebuilding but later faced economic
stagnation due to rigid central planning, isolation, resource misallocation, and diminishing foreign

support, impacting its long-term economic sustainability.

Additional Resources

1. Building the Hermit Kingdom: North Korea's Post-War Reconstruction

This book offers an in-depth examination of North Korea's efforts to rebuild its infrastructure and



economy following the devastation of the Korean War. It explores the strategies employed by the
government to achieve rapid industrialization and self-reliance. The author also discusses the social

and political challenges faced during this tumultuous period.

2. From Ruins to Regime: The Political Economy of North Korea after 1953

Focusing on the intersection of politics and economics, this book analyzes how North Korea
established its centralized economy after the war. It details the role of Soviet and Chinese aid, the
implementation of collectivization, and the development of the military-industrial complex. The narrative

sheds light on the regime’s efforts to maintain control amid reconstruction.

3. North Korea’s Post-War Society: Transformation and Control

This work delves into the social changes in North Korea following the Korean War, highlighting how
the government reshaped society through ideological education and social policies. It covers land
reforms, class restructuring, and the establishment of a surveillance state. The book provides insights

into how social control mechanisms evolved alongside economic rebuilding.

4. The Korean War's Aftermath: Economic Development in North Korea

This book examines the economic trajectory of North Korea after the Korean War, emphasizing
industrial growth, agricultural policies, and trade relations. It assesses the successes and shortcomings
of the Juche ideology in practical economic terms. The author uses statistical data and firsthand

accounts to illustrate the country’s development path.

5. Reconstruction and Resistance: North Korea’s Post-War Challenges

Highlighting both achievements and obstacles, this book discusses the challenges North Korea faced
during its post-war reconstruction, including resource shortages, political purges, and international
isolation. It also analyzes internal resistance and how the regime managed dissent. The book offers a

balanced perspective on the complexities of rebuilding a war-torn nation.

6. The Role of Foreign Aid in North Korea’s Post-Korean War Development
This title focuses on the crucial role played by foreign assistance, particularly from China and the

Soviet Union, in North Korea’s early redevelopment. It explores the dynamics of aid dependency and



how it influenced political alignments and economic policies. The book provides a detailed account of

the international context shaping North Korea’s reconstruction.

7. Industrialization and Ideology: North Korea’s Path after the Korean War

Examining the link between ideology and industrial policy, this book explains how Juche and socialist
principles directed North Korea’s post-war industrialization efforts. It discusses the establishment of
heavy industry sectors and the promotion of technological self-sufficiency. The narrative sheds light on

the ideological motivations behind economic decisions.

8. North Korea’s Agricultural Reforms and Rural Development Post-1953

Focusing on the rural sector, this book investigates land redistribution, collectivization, and agricultural
productivity initiatives undertaken after the Korean War. It assesses the impact of these reforms on
peasant life and food security. The author also considers environmental and logistical factors affecting

rural development.

9. The Evolution of North Korea’s Military-Industrial Complex in the Post-War Era

This book explores the expansion of North Korea’s military and defense industries following the
Korean War. It analyzes how military priorities shaped economic planning and resource allocation. The
text also considers the implications of militarization for the country’s international relations and internal

stability.
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and diaries. It introduces the personalities and approaches Japan’s postwar leaders and statesmen
took in dealing with a rapidly changing world and the challenges they faced. Importantly, the book
also discusses the evolution of Japan’s presence on the international stage and the important - if
underappreciated role - Japan has played. The book examines the many issues which Japan has had
to confront in this important period: from the occupation authorities in the latter half 1940s, to the
crisis-filled 1970s; from the post-Cold War decade to the contemporary war on terrorism. The book
examines the effect of the changing international climate and domestic scene on Japan's foreign
policy; and the way its foreign policy has been conducted. It discusses how the aims of Japan’s
foreign relations, and how its relationships with its neighbours, allies and other major world powers
have developed, and assesses how far Japan has succeeded in realising its aims. It concludes by
discussing the current state of Japanese foreign policy and likely future developments.

post war development of north korea: Power and the Elite in North Korea Jae-Cheon Lim,
2024-04-23 This book explores how political power has shaped the elite and their development in
North Korea by examining changes of the elite, their interactions, and specific elite figures, based on
the transformation of the power structure and characteristics of the North Korean regime since
August 1945. As a socialist state where the party guides the state, the ruling core is the party cadre
in North Korea. This book distinguishes the development of the North Korean power into five
periods: power structuration of the Soviet forces (1945 to the late 1940s), socialist oligarchic power
(Iate 1940s to mid-1950s), limited personal power (mid-1950s to late 1960s), personal power (late
1960s to mid-1970s) and patrimonial power (mid-1970s to the present). In parallel with the power
factor, it also analyses four distinct generations, sorted based on their birth cohort and each cohort’s
shared experience in its early youth, to explain their political development. As an examination of the
composition and internal dynamics of the North Korean elite, particularly those in the Korean
Workers’ Party Central Committee, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of North
Korea and Asian politics.

post war development of north korea: North Korea and the Geopolitics of Development
Kevin Gray, Jong-Woon Lee, 2021-04-15 Gray and Lee focus on three geopolitical 'moments' that
have been crucial to the shaping of the North Korean system: colonialism, the Cold War, and the rise
of China, to examine how the emergence and subsequent development of the North Korean political
economy was fundamentally shaped by broader processes of geopolitical contestation.

post war development of north korea: North Korea’s Mundane Revolution Andre Schmid,
2024-01-30 When the crucial years after the Korean War are remembered today, histories about
North Korea largely recount a grand epic of revolution centering on the ascent of Kim Il Sung to
absolute power. Often overshadowed in this storyline, however, are the myriad ways the Korean
population participated in party-state projects to rebuild their lives and country after the devastation
of the war. North Korea's Mundane Revolution traces the origins of the country's long-term
durability in the questions that Korean women and men raised about the modern individual, housing,
family life, and consumption. Using a wide range of overlooked sources, Andre Schmid examines the
formation of a gendered socialist lifestyle in North Korea by focusing on the localized processes of
socioeconomic and cultural change. This style of New Living replaced radical definitions of gender
and class revolution with the politics of individual self-reform and cultural elevation, leading to a
depoliticization of the country's political culture in the very years that Kim Il Sung rose to power.

post war development of north korea: North Korea’s New Diplomacy Virginie Grzelczyk,
2024-07-19 In this second edition of North Korea’s New Diplomacy, author Virginie Grzelczyk shows
how North Korea has managed to weather an uncertain political future and catastrophic economic
system since the end of the Cold War. Emerging as a state that has successfully developed and
tested missiles and nuclear weapons, North Korea has consolidated the Kim family dynasty through
the appointment of Kim Jong Un as Pyongyang’s latest strongman. The author provides an
up-to-date, empirically rich account of new diplomatic recognitions, military partnerships,
knowledge trade, coping mechanisms to offset international sanctions, import and export partners,
foreign investment practices and engagement within the Global South. With new and updated text



throughout, the book gives a detailed picture of a state that constantly becoming a more complex
and relevant actor in the 21st century diplomatic world.

post war development of north korea: The Future of North Korea Tsuneo Akaha,
2013-04-15 This volume explores the possibility of North Korea's'soft-landing' as the most desirable
outcome on the Korean Peninsula. The collection of essays by noted students of Asian security
examines the perspectives and interests of North and South Korea, the United States, China, Russia
and Japan regarding North Korea's future, including the possibility of its neutrality.

post war development of north korea: Temporal Identities and Security Policy in
Postwar Japan Ulv Hanssen, 2019-06-13 Through a discourse analysis of Japanese parliamentary
debates, this book explores how different understandings of Japan’s history have led to sharply
divergent security policies in the postwar period, whilst providing an explanation for the
much-debated security policy changes under Abe Shinzo. Analyzing the ways identities can be
constructed through ‘temporal othering,” as well as ‘spatial othering,” this book examines the rise of
a new form of identity in Japan since the end of the Cold War, one that is differentiated not from
prewar and wartime Japan, but from postwar Japan. The champions of this identity, it argues, see
the postwar past as a shameful period, characterized by self-imposed military restrictions, and thus
the relentless chipping away of these limitations in recent years is indicative of how dominant this
identity has become. Exploring how these military restrictions have shifted from being a symbol of
pride to a symbol of shame, this book demonstrates the concrete ways in which the past can both
enable and constrain policy. Temporal Identities and Security Policy in Postwar Japan will be
invaluable to students and scholars of Japanese politics and foreign policy, as well as international
relations more generally.

post war development of north korea: Japan's Postwar History Gary D. Allinson, 2004 The
second edition of the book that provides a unique integrated analysis of Japan's social, political, and
economic history from 1932 until the present day.

post war development of north korea: Understanding North Korea Jongwoo Han, Jung
Tae-hern, 2013-12-04 Why does North Korea want to possess nuclear capabilities? In order to find
the answer to this question, we must have an accurate understanding of the history and structure of
the North Korean regime. So far, we have only formed conjectures and predictions regarding North
Korea based on our own perspectives; we now need to deal with and consider North Korea “as is” to
reach viable solutions to the issues North Korea presents. This volume contains analyses of the most
salient, critical issues pertinent to understanding the North Korean regime, penned by
representative Korean scholars of North Korea. As such, the book examines the historical formation
of North Korea, the identities of those power elite, and the relative stability (or instability, as the
case may be) of the new regime under Kim Jong-un. Also an important aspect to consider is the
possibility of socio-economic change in North Korea. Though North Korea has remained relatively
static vis-a-vis its political and military systems, it is in the process of becoming rapidly marketized,
having continued various attempts to modify its economic policy. In the social realm, said economic
shift has elicited the polarization of the disparate classes and the expansion of individualism. Such
social transformations, obscured by the easily visible political reality of North Korea, can provide
solid grounds for determining the future of the North Korea regime. Moreover, it is imperative that
we accurately understand the motivation behind North Korea’s intention to develop nuclear
weapons—namely, the expansion of deterrence. We must recognize the reasons for the North
Korean hostility toward the United States from the very beginning of the DPRK formation and the
North Korean fixation on nuclear weapons development. Further, we need to understand the nature
of relations between China and North Korea—relations on which the international community has
focused since North Korea began its nuclear testing—as well as the history and structure of relations
between North and South Korea. Only when we accurately understand North Korea can we reach
solutions to the North Korean nuclear issue. The studies in this volume by Korean scholars will
reveal the veiled background of the visible phenomena and thereby help the readers to correctly
understand the North Korean behaviors hitherto misunderstood (or even those that were impossible



to understand).

post war development of north korea: Encyclopedia of the Developing World Thomas M.
Leonard, 2013-10-18 A RUSA 2007 Outstanding Reference Title The Encyclopedia of the Developing
World is a comprehensive work on the historical and current status of developing countries.
Containing more than 750 entries, the Encyclopedia encompasses primarily the years since 1945
and defines development broadly, addressing not only economics but also civil society and social
progress. Entries cover the most important theories and measurements of development; relate
historical events, movements, and concepts to development both internationally and regionally
where applicable; examine the contributions of the most important persons and organizations; and
detail the progress made within geographic regions and by individual countries.

post war development of north korea: The Korean Diaspora in Post War Japan Myung Ja
Kim, 2017-05-30 The indistinct status of the Zainichi has meant that, since the late 1940s, two ethnic
Korean associations, the Chongryun (pro-North) and the Mindan (pro-South) have been vying for
political loyalty from the Zainichi, with both groups initially opposing their assimilation in Japan.
Unlike the Korean diasporas living in Russia, China or the US, the Zainichi have become sharply
divided along political lines as a result. Myung Ja Kim examines Japan's changing national policies
towards the Zainichi in order to understand why this group has not been fully integrated into Japan.
Through the prism of this ethnically Korean community, the book reveals the dynamics of alliances
and alignments in East Asia, including the rise of China as an economic superpower, the security
threat posed by North Korea and the diminishing alliance between Japan and the US. Taking a
post-war historical perspective, the research reveals why the Zainichi are vital to Japan's state policy
revisionist aims to increase its power internationally and how they were used to increase the
country's geopolitical leverage.With a focus on International Relations, this book provides an
important analysis of the mechanisms that lie behind nation-building policy, showing the conditions
controlling a host state's treatment of diasporic groups.

post war development of north korea: A History of Postwar Japan Simon Avenell, 2025-08-31
This sweeping history tells the story of contemporary Japan from its defeat in the Asia-Pacific War in
1945 until the early decades of the new millennium. How did the Japanese people deal with the
collapse of its empire and the American-led occupation? What factors played into Japan’s remarkable
economic recovery and stunning affluence? How did democracy develop under the new pacifist
constitution and long-term conservative rule? And how did Japanese society and culture reflect the
extraordinary demographic transformations of the era? After a concise recap of events prior to 1945,
historian Simon Avenell traces the country’s early postwar recovery, its striking economic growth,
the political and social struggles of the citizenry, the legacies of colonial empire and militarism, the
profound demographic changes wrought by urbanization and affluence, the impact of regional and
global entanglements, and the flowering of postwar culture. The content chapters are augmented by
an introduction exploring the diverse historical interpretations of the era and its major themes,
along with an epilogue pondering the prospects for Japan’s postwar condition at our contemporary
moment. The lively narrative is supported by a wealth of images, charts, tables, primary sources,
and cutting-edge research. Drawing on recent historiography, the book presents Japan’s postwar
history both as a distinctive phase in the country’s modern experience, as well as an era with deep
connections to developments before 1945. A History of Postwar Japan will appeal to a broad
readership, including students and general readers who want a comprehensive and compelling
narrative of Japan’s contemporary history.

post war development of north korea: A Concise History of Modern Korea Michael ]. Seth,
2010 This comprehensive and balanced history of modern Korea explores the social, economic, and
political issues it has faced since being catapulted into the wider world at the end of the nineteenth
century. Placing this formerly insular society in a global context, Michael J. Seth describes how this
ancient, culturally and ethnically homogeneous society first fell victim to Japanese imperialist
expansionism, and then was arbitrarily divided in half after World War II. Seth traces the postwar
paths of the two Koreas with different political and social systems and different geopolitical




orientations as they evolved into sharply contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising
start, became one of the few postcolonial developing states to enter the ranks of the first world, with
a globally competitive economy, a democratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic
culture. By contrast, North Korea became one of the world's most totalitarian and isolated societies,
a nuclear power with an impoverished and famine-stricken population. Considering the radically
different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas, Seth assesses the insights
they offer for understanding not only modern Korea but the broader perspective of world history.

post war development of north korea: Department of Defense Authorization for
Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1993 and the Future Years Defense Program United States. Congress.
Senate. Committee on Armed Services, 1992

post war development of north korea: Korea North Economic & Development Strategy
Handbook Volume 1 Startegic Information and Developments IBP USA, 2013-08 2011 Updated
Reprint. Updated Annually. Korea North Economic & Development Strategy Handbook

post war development of north korea: The Dynamics of Asian Economic Development
Hitoshi Hirakawa, Ferdinand C. Maquito, 2024-12-10 One feature of this book is the clarification of
the development mechanism of Asia as a regional economy for over half a century, based on an Asian
Economy Within the Global Economy approach that goes beyond the single-country analytical
framework. The development of emerging economies has caught the world's attention: from the
Newly Industrializing Countries or Newly Industrializing Economies of the 1980s to the BRICs
entering this century. General economics cannot clarify the internal mechanism of the changing of
newly industrialized economies led by Asia. This book clarifies such regional development structure
by focusing on the direct investments of multinational firms and the importance of gradual changes
of specific policies adopted by newly industrialized economies. Moreover, the book concretely deals
with the US-China trade war and China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as a problem of Asian
economies. In so doing, the book not only perceives the structural change of the global economy as a
structural change from a US-centric global economy of the twentieth century to a China-centric one,
but also focuses on the birthing of a new growth frontier in the world economy, under a crisis
brought about by a war for hegemony between the US and China. The investment initiative through
China's BRI has prompted the investment competition between Japan and the US, which has made
even stronger the possibility of giving birth to a new economic frontier in Afro-Eurasia. Another
feature is the consideration of various issues that confront Asian countries in their search for
economic development, using the Philippines as a case study. The analysis of the study points to the
importance of a “shared growth” perspective, which is based on an Asian development model, and
discusses the challenge of overcoming the issues of the economic development model within the
region. At the same time, this book studies the significance and new issues, as a region, of the
economy and overseas policies of attention-drawer China.

post war development of north korea: Pacific Affairs , 1968 Includes book reviews and
bibliographies.

post war development of north korea: Asia's Turning Point Ivan Tselichtchev, Philippe
Debroux, 2012-11-26 Asia was probably the biggest economic sensation of the post-war decades. The
breathtaking success of Japan was followed by a remarkable rise of four tigers, then ASEAN founder
states and then China. The Asian miracle became a commonly accepted definition of this success. In
the late 1970s and especially 80s it became clear that the balance of power in the world had
changed. Politicians, businessmen, scholars began to talk about the new Asia Pacific age and Asian
economic model, different from and, maybe, even superior to Western capitalism. However, in
1997-98 the Asian economic crisis came and made the region a sick man. Six years before that
Japan, the regional powerhouse entered more than a decade-long period of stagnation. The miracle
was over. However, the crisis was overcome within a surprisingly short period of time. Naturally, the
question arises: What now? What is going on in the region after the miracle and after the crisis?
What is today's face of Asian capitalism and how should we view its performance? Readers
interested in regional developments will find a lot of literature about miracle decades and crisis




years. However, few analysts have addressed the challenging questions addressed in this book. The
authors vividly show that Asian capitalism is undergoing a radical structural transformation. These
changes are directly affecting its key institutions: governments, companies, labor relations, etc. As a
result Asian economic systems are becoming much closer to the Western-style, especially
Anglo-Saxon capitalism, though the region retains some important specific features, especially
regarding business culture. This book is a must for business people worldwide, for all those who
study the region in colleges and business schools, for people engaged in various international
activities and, finally, for all those who want learn more about our world at the dawn of the new
century.

post war development of north korea: A History of Korea Michael J. Seth, 2010-10-16 In
this comprehensive yet compact book, Michael J. Seth surveys Korean history from Neolithic times
to the present. He explores the origins and development of Korean society, politics, and its still
little-known cultural heritage from their inception to the two Korean states of today. Telling the
remarkable story of the origins and evolution of a society that borrowed and adopted from abroad,
Seth describes how various tribal peoples in the peninsula came together to form one of the world's
most distinctive communities. He shows how this ancient, culturally and ethnically homogeneous
society was wrenched into the world of late-nineteenth-century imperialism, fell victim to Japanese
expansionism, and then became arbitrarily divided into two opposed halves, North and South, after
World War II. Tracing the past seven decades, the book explains how the two Koreas, with their
deeply different political and social systems and geopolitical orientations, evolved into sharply
contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising start, became one of the few postcolonial
developing states to enter the ranks of the first world, with a globally competitive economy, a
democratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture. North Korea, by contrast,
became one of the world's most totalitarian and isolated societies, a nuclear power with an
impoverished and famine-stricken population. Seth describes and analyzes the radically different
and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas, formerly one tight-knit society.
Throughout, he adds a rich dimension by placing Korean history into broader global perspective and
by including primary readings from each era. All readers looking for a balanced, knowledgeable
history will be richly rewarded with this clear and concise book.

post war development of north korea: Korea North Diplomatic Handbook Volume 1
Important Information, Developments, Contacts IBP USA, 2013-08 Korea North Diplomatic
Handbook - Strategic Information and Developments
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