power wheelchair assessment

power wheelchair assessment is a critical process that ensures individuals
with mobility impairments receive the most suitable powered mobility device
to enhance their independence and quality of life. This comprehensive
evaluation considers various factors such as physical abilities, lifestyle
needs, environmental considerations, and medical history. Proper power
wheelchair assessment not only improves user safety and comfort but also
maximizes functionality and long-term satisfaction. Healthcare professionals,
including physical therapists, occupational therapists, and rehabilitation
specialists, typically conduct these assessments. This article explores the
essential components of power wheelchair assessment, the benefits, the
evaluation process, and important considerations for both clinicians and
users. Understanding these aspects can help optimize the selection and
customization of power wheelchairs, leading to better mobility outcomes.
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Understanding Power Wheelchair Assessment

A power wheelchair assessment is a systematic evaluation designed to
determine the most appropriate powered mobility device for an individual.
This process is essential because power wheelchairs vary widely in their
features, capabilities, and configurations. The assessment aims to match the
user's physical and functional needs with the specifications of the
wheelchair, ensuring optimal performance and safety. It involves a
multidisciplinary team approach, often including therapists, physicians, and
assistive technology specialists. This coordinated effort ensures
comprehensive analysis of all factors impacting wheelchair use, including
medical conditions, physical limitations, and environmental demands.



Purpose of Power Wheelchair Assessment

The primary goal of a power wheelchair assessment is to identify the best
mobility solution tailored to the user. This involves evaluating the user’s
ability to operate the device safely and effectively, their seating and
positioning needs, and their daily activity requirements. Additionally, the
assessment helps to prevent future complications such as pressure sores,
joint deformities, and fatigue by recommending appropriate support and
adjustment features. It also serves as a foundation for training the user in
wheelchair operation and maintenance.

Who Conducts the Assessment?

Typically, power wheelchair assessments are performed by healthcare
professionals trained in mobility and assistive technology. These may include
physical therapists, occupational therapists, rehabilitation engineers, and
sometimes physicians specializing in physical medicine and rehabilitation.
Their expertise ensures that all clinical and technical aspects are
thoroughly considered during the evaluation.

Key Components of the Assessment

A comprehensive power wheelchair assessment covers multiple domains to
capture the full spectrum of the user’s needs. These components work together
to provide a holistic understanding of the individual’s mobility challenges
and goals.

Physical and Functional Evaluation

This includes assessing muscle strength, range of motion, motor control, and
coordination. It also involves evaluating the user’s ability to transfer
independently, operate controls, and maintain balance and posture while
seated. The assessment of upper extremity function is particularly important
for determining joystick or alternative control options.

Seating and Positioning Needs

Proper seating and positioning prevent discomfort and secondary
complications. The assessment examines posture, pressure distribution, spinal
alignment, and the need for support surfaces such as cushions, backrests, and
lateral supports. This ensures the user’s comfort and reduces the risk of
pressure ulcers.



Environmental and Lifestyle Considerations

Understanding where and how the wheelchair will be used is vital. This
includes evaluating home accessibility, community environments,
transportation needs, and recreational activities. The assessment considers
factors such as maneuverability through doorways, terrain types, and the need
for portability or specialized features.

Medical and Cognitive Factors

Medical history, including diagnoses, comorbidities, and skin integrity,
influences wheelchair selection and configuration. Cognitive and perceptual
abilities are also assessed to determine safe operation and the need for
adaptive controls or caregiver assistance.

The Evaluation Process

The power wheelchair assessment follows a structured sequence to ensure
comprehensive data collection and appropriate device recommendations.

Initial Interview and History Taking

The process begins with gathering information about the user’s medical
background, lifestyle, mobility goals, and previous wheelchair experience.
This step helps identify priorities and potential challenges early in the
evaluation.

Physical Examination and Functional Testing

Clinicians perform detailed examinations and functional tests to measure
strength, coordination, endurance, and control capabilities. This phase may
include trialing different control methods and seating options to assess
compatibility and comfort.

Trialing Equipment

Whenever possible, users are given the opportunity to trial various power
wheelchair models and configurations. This hands-on experience helps refine
the selection based on real-world performance and user feedback.

Documentation and Prescription

After gathering all necessary information, clinicians document the findings



and formulate a prescription that specifies the recommended wheelchair type,
controls, seating system, and accessories. This documentation is crucial for
insurance approval and vendor communication.

Training and Follow-Up

Following delivery, users receive training on wheelchair operation, safety,
and maintenance. Follow-up appointments assess adaptation and address any
issues, allowing for adjustments to optimize user satisfaction.

Benefits of a Thorough Power Wheelchair
Assessment

Conducting a detailed power wheelchair assessment offers multiple benefits
that enhance user outcomes and overall satisfaction.

e Improved Mobility and Independence: Tailoring the wheelchair to the
user’s needs maximizes functional mobility and autonomy.

e Enhanced Safety: Proper control selection and seating reduce the risk of
accidents and injuries.

* Prevention of Secondary Complications: Appropriate seating and
positioning minimize pressure sores and musculoskeletal deformities.

e Cost-Effectiveness: Selecting the correct device initially reduces the
need for costly modifications or replacements.

e Personalized User Experience: Customization options cater to individual
preferences and lifestyle demands.

Common Challenges and Considerations

Despite its importance, power wheelchair assessment can present challenges
that must be addressed to achieve optimal outcomes.

Complex Medical Conditions

Users with progressive neurological disorders or multiple comorbidities may
require frequent reassessments and adjustments as their condition evolves.



Insurance and Funding Issues

Obtaining approval and coverage for customized power wheelchairs can be
complex and time-consuming, often requiring detailed documentation and
justification.

Environmental Barriers

Physical barriers in home or community settings may limit the effectiveness
of certain wheelchair types, necessitating environmental modifications or
alternative solutions.

User Training and Adaptation

Learning to operate a power wheelchair effectively can be challenging,
especially for first-time users or those with cognitive impairments,
highlighting the importance of comprehensive training and support.

Technological Advancements in Power Wheelchairs

Recent innovations have expanded the capabilities and customization options
available in power wheelchairs, further emphasizing the importance of a
thorough assessment to leverage these advancements.

Smart Controls and Interfaces

Advanced control systems such as sip-and-puff, head arrays, and eye-tracking
technology enable users with limited motor function to operate wheelchairs
effectively.

Enhanced Battery and Motor Technology

Improved battery life and motor efficiency extend travel range and reduce
maintenance requirements, benefiting users with active lifestyles.

Modular Seating Systems

New seating technologies offer dynamic pressure relief and customizable
support to address complex postural needs and improve comfort.



Tips for Preparing for a Power Wheelchair
Assessment

Proper preparation can facilitate a smooth and effective power wheelchair
assessment process.

1. Gather Medical Records: Compile relevant medical history, including
diagnoses, previous mobility equipment, and therapy notes.

2. Identify Daily Activities: Make a list of common activities and
environments where the wheelchair will be used.

3. Note Challenges: Document any current difficulties with mobility,
transfers, or seating comfort.

4. Consider Support Needs: Determine whether caregiver assistance will be
involved in wheelchair operation.

5. Prepare Questions: Formulate any questions or concerns to discuss with
the assessment team.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a power wheelchair assessment?

A power wheelchair assessment is a comprehensive evaluation conducted by
healthcare professionals to determine an individual's need for a power
wheelchair, considering factors like mobility, physical abilities,
environment, and lifestyle.

Who typically performs a power wheelchair
assessment?

Power wheelchair assessments are usually performed by occupational
therapists, physical therapists, or rehabilitation specialists trained in
mobility aids and assistive technology.

What factors are considered during a power
wheelchair assessment?

Factors include the patient's physical strength, range of motion, seating and
postural needs, daily activities, home and community environments, and the
type of terrain they will navigate.



Why is a power wheelchair assessment important
before obtaining a wheelchair?

The assessment ensures that the selected power wheelchair meets the user's
specific needs for comfort, functionality, safety, and independence,
preventing improper wheelchair fit and potential health complications.

How long does a typical power wheelchair assessment
take?

A typical power wheelchair assessment can take anywhere from 1 to 3 hours,
including interviews, physical evaluations, trial of different wheelchair
models, and discussions about user goals and preferences.

Additional Resources

1. Power Mobility Assessment: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of assessment techniques for power
wheelchair users. It covers clinical evaluations, environmental
considerations, and user-centered approaches to ensure optimal mobility
solutions. Healthcare professionals will find practical tools and case
studies to enhance their assessment skills.

2. Clinical Assessment of Power Wheelchair Users

Focusing on the clinical side, this text provides detailed protocols for
assessing physical, cognitive, and sensory abilities related to power
wheelchair use. It integrates ergonomic and postural considerations to help
clinicians customize wheelchair settings for individual needs. The book also
emphasizes interdisciplinary collaboration.

3. Evaluating Power Wheelchair Function and Performance

This resource delves into methods for measuring the functional capabilities
and performance outcomes of power wheelchair users. It includes standardized
assessment tools and outcome measures to track progress and effectiveness.
Rehabilitation specialists will benefit from practical guidelines and
research-backed strategies.

4. Assistive Technology Assessment for Power Wheelchair Users

Covering a broad spectrum of assistive technologies, this book highlights how
to assess and integrate power wheelchairs with other supportive devices. It
discusses user preferences, technology compatibility, and adaptive solutions
to improve independence. The authors present case examples demonstrating
innovative assessment practices.

5. Postural Assessment and Positioning in Power Wheelchair Users

This publication emphasizes the importance of posture and seating assessments
in power wheelchair evaluations. It outlines techniques to prevent pressure
sores, enhance comfort, and improve functional reach. Clinicians will find



detailed protocols for assessing and adjusting seating systems.

6. Environmental and Functional Assessment for Power Wheelchair Mobility
This book addresses the assessment of environmental factors affecting power
wheelchair users, such as home and community accessibility. It guides
professionals in conducting functional assessments that consider terrain,
obstacles, and user goals. The text encourages a holistic approach to
mobility planning.

7. Power Wheelchair Prescription and Assessment: Best Practices

Aimed at clinicians involved in wheelchair prescription, this book
synthesizes best practices in assessment and device selection. It covers user
evaluation, trialing, and follow-up to ensure appropriate power wheelchair
provision. Evidence-based recommendations help optimize patient outcomes.

8. Advanced Assessment Techniques in Power Wheelchair Evaluation

This advanced-level text offers specialized assessment methods including
cognitive screening, driving simulation, and technology integration for power
wheelchair users. It is designed for experienced practitioners seeking to
refine their evaluation skills. The book includes the latest research and
innovative assessment tools.

9. Functional Independence and Power Wheelchair Assessment

Highlighting the relationship between assessment and functional independence,
this book explores how power wheelchair evaluations impact daily living
activities. It discusses goal-setting, user motivation, and adaptive
strategies to maximize autonomy. Rehabilitation teams will find valuable
insights into personalized care planning.
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your desktop. Then, right click on the file and select “extract all” before opening. © 2010 | 276
pages

power wheelchair assessment: Wheelchair Skills Assessment and Training R. Lee Kirby,
2016-11-18 This book provides a wide spectrum of readers with comprehensive but easily
understandable protocols for the assessment and training of wheelchair skills. The Wheelchair
Research Team at Dalhousie University and the Capital District Health Authority in Halifax (lead by
the author) have focused on wheelchair safety and performance for three decades, as exemplified
through the Wheelchair Skills Program. This is considered the top such program in the world. This
new book is largely based on this program which has been accessed and utilized by over 75,000
people in 177 countries since 2007.

power wheelchair assessment: Computer Simulation as an Assessment Tool for Power
Wheelchair Mobility Daryl Austern, 1991

power wheelchair assessment: Seating and Wheeled Mobility Michelle L. Lange, Jean L.
Minkel, 2024-06-01 Seating and Wheeled Mobility: A Clinical Resource Guide presents clinical
assessment considerations when working with a person with a disability who may need wheelchair
seating for postural support, skin integrity, or a wheelchair base to best meet dependent or
independent mobility needs. Michelle L. Lange and Jean Minkel have designed this text to support
occupational and physical therapists, complex rehabilitation technology suppliers, and even
third-party payers who are interested in wheelchair seating and mobility assessment and
applications. Seating and Wheeled Mobility provides a wide spectrum of information from
foundational information for those practitioners who are new to the field to in-depth,
population-specific information for practitioners who perhaps have not worked with a particular
population in the past. Information sharing, opportunities for demonstration and trial, and patience
on the part of the clinician working with the person with a disability are all critical precursors to the
actual process of making equipment recommendations. Seating and Wheeled Mobility is divided into
sections, each addressing a different area of clinical practice. The first section is an in-depth
presentation of the assessment process and the critical understanding of pressure management
needed by the clinical team when working with a client population who rely on wheeled mobility.
The second section focuses on postural support. Also included is a completely updated method to
measure and describe the seated person and related support surfaces needed when recommending a
device. The third section lays the foundation for clinical decision making around the assessment for
and application of the most appropriate wheeled mobility device. The fourth section provides
in-depth clinical applications for each category of mobility devices. Also addressed is proper
documentation to assist in the funding of these devices. The fifth section provides population-specific
information regarding the clinical application of position, pressure management, and functional
mobility as it applies to the pediatric, geriatric, and bariatric populations, as well as persons with
both degenerative and complex neuromuscular impairments. The last section presents additional
considerations when working with persons who are aging with a disability, environmental
assessments, transportation, and the application of standards. Seating and Wheeled Mobility: A
Clinical Resource Guide provides the depth and breadth of the clinical practice of wheelchair seating
and mobility to both those who are new to the field, as well as seasoned professionals.

power wheelchair assessment: Braddom's Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation E-Book
David X. Cifu, 2015-08-02 The most-trusted resource for physiatry knowledge and techniques,
Braddom'’s Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation remains an essential guide for the entire
rehabilitation team. With proven science and comprehensive guidance, this medical reference book
addresses a range of topics to offer every patient maximum pain relief and optimal return to
function. In-depth coverage of the indications for and limitations of axial and peripheral joints
through therapies enables mastery of these techniques. Optimize the use of ultrasound in diagnosis



and treatment. A chapter covering PM&R in the international community serves to broaden your
perspective in the field. Detailed illustrations allow you to gain a clear visual understanding of
important concepts. New lead editor - Dr. David Cifu - was selected by Dr. Randall Braddom to
retain a consistent and readable format. Additional new authors and editors provide a fresh
perspective to this edition. Features comprehensive coverage of the treatment of concussions and
military amputees. Includes brand-new information on rehabilitating wounded military personnel,
the latest injection techniques, speech/swallowing disorders, head injury rehabilitation, and the
rehabilitation of chronic diseases. New chapters on pelvic floor disorders and sensory impairments
keep you at the forefront of the field. Reader-friendly design features an updated table of contents
and improved chapter approach for an enhanced user experience. Expert Consult eBook version
included with purchase. This enhanced eBook experience gives access to the text, figures, over
2,500 references, 51 videos, and 750 self-assessment questions on a variety of devices.

power wheelchair assessment: Braddom's Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation David X. Cifu,
MD, 2015-08-20 The most-trusted resource for physiatry knowledge and techniques, Braddom's
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation remains an essential guide for the entire rehabilitation team.
With proven science and comprehensive guidance, this medical reference book addresses a range of
topics to offer every patient maximum pain relief and optimal return to function. In-depth coverage
of the indications for and limitations of axial and peripheral joints through therapies enables mastery
of these techniques. Optimize the use of ultrasound in diagnosis and treatment. A chapter covering
PM&R in the international community serves to broaden your perspective in the field. Detailed
illustrations allow you to gain a clear visual understanding of important concepts. New lead editor -
Dr. David Cifu - was selected by Dr. Randall Braddom to retain a consistent and readable format.
Additional new authors and editors provide a fresh perspective to this edition. Features
comprehensive coverage of the treatment of concussions and military amputees. Includes brand-new
information on rehabilitating wounded military personnel, the latest injection techniques,
speech/swallowing disorders, head injury rehabilitation, and the rehabilitation of chronic diseases.
New chapters on pelvic floor disorders and sensory impairments keep you at the forefront of the
field. Reader-friendly design features an updated table of contents and improved chapter approach
for an enhanced user experience. Expert Consult eBook version included with purchase. This
enhanced eBook experience gives access to the text, figures, over 2,500 references, 51 videos, and
750 self-assessment questions on a variety of devices.

power wheelchair assessment: Spinal Cord Injuries - E-Book Sue Ann Sisto, Erica Druin,
Martha Macht Sliwinski, 2008-01-28 From a hospital admittance to discharge to outpatient
rehabilitation, Spinal Cord Injuries addresses the wide spectrum of rehabilitation interventions and
administrative and clinical issues specific to patients with spinal cord injuries. Comprehensive
coverage includes costs, life expectancies, acute care, respiratory care, documentation, goal setting,
clinical treatment, complications, and activities of daily living associated with spinal cord patients. In
addition to physical therapy interventions and family education components, this resource includes
content on incidence, etiology, diagnosis, and clinical features of spinal cord injury. - Case Studies
with clinical application thinking exercises help you apply knowledge from the book to real life
situations. - Thoroughly referenced, evidence-based content provides the best evidence for
treatment based on the most current research. - Tables and boxes throughout each chapter organize
and summarize important information for quick reference. - Clinical Note boxes provide at-a-glance
access to helpful tips. - Over 500 clinical photos, line drawings, radiographs, and more bring
important concepts to life. - Highly respected experts in spinal cord injury rehabilitation, editors Sue
Ann Sisto, Erica Druin, and Martha Sliwinski, provide authoritative guidance on the foundations and
principles of practice for spinal cord injury. - Companion DVD includes video clips of the techniques
described throughout the book that demonstrate how to apply key concepts to practice.

power wheelchair assessment: Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation Edelle Field-Fote,
2009-03-26 One of the world’s leading authorities in spinal cord injury, and a participant in the
Human Brain Project brings you an evidenced-based guide to the state-of-the-art in spinal cord



rehabilitation. She has assembled an expert team of clinicians, each with expertise in the content
areas they address. Their work encompasses all of the new scientific knowledge and technological
advances practitioners need to know to determine the most effective rehabilitation interventions for
each patient and to attain maximum restoration of function in individuals with SCI.

power wheelchair assessment: Engineering-Medicine Lawrence S. Chan, William C. Tang,
2019-05-15 This transformative textbook, first of its kind to incorporate engineering principles into
medical education and practice, will be a useful tool for physicians, medical students, biomedical
engineers, biomedical engineering students, and healthcare executives. The central approach of the
proposed textbook is to provide principles of engineering as applied to medicine and guide the
medical students and physicians in achieving the goal of solving medical problems by engineering
principles and methodologies. For the medical students and physicians, this proposed textbook will
train them to “think like an engineer and act as a physician”. The textbook contains a variety of
teaching techniques including class lectures, small group discussions, group projects, and individual
projects, with the goals of not just helping students and professionals to understand the principles
and methods of engineering, but also guiding students and professionals to develop real-life
solutions. For the biomedical engineers and biomedical engineering students, this proposed textbook
will give them a large framework and global perspective of how engineering principles could
positively impact real-life medicine. To the healthcare executives, the goal of this book is to provide
them general guidance and specific examples of applying engineering principles in implementing
solution-oriented methodology to their healthcare enterprises. Overall goals of this book are to help
improve the overall quality and efficiency of healthcare delivery and outcomes.

power wheelchair assessment: Assistive Technology Alain Pruski, Harry Knops, 2005 Points
towards the difficulty encountered in research and development carried out by laboratories to reach
the users. This book aims at alerting developers so that they pay attention to the outcome of their
work. Inventive research and technologies which have a high potential in the field of Assistive
Technology are described in this publication.

power wheelchair assessment: Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development ,
1996

power wheelchair assessment: Rehabilitation R & D Progress Reports , 1996

power wheelchair assessment: O'Sullivan & Schmitz's Physical Rehabilitation George Fulk,
Kevin Chui, 2024-03-22 Select the most appropriate evaluation procedures Develop patient goals
Implement your plan of care This book is every Physical Therapy Student’s Bible. “If...you purchase
this book during your first semester of PT school, it will help you immensely! Don't wait until Neuro
PT to purchase this book. Use this book as a guide for every PT class from Integumentary to
Pediatrics to Neuroanatomy!”—Online Reviewer A must-have for all PT's, PTA's and PT/PTA
students... “Basically Wikipedia for physical therapy only has a lot more specific information
pertaining to client/patient care and doesn't require a computer.”—Alex N., Online Reviewer Five
Stars. “This book is very comprehensive and contains almost everything you need to know for the
NPTE exam.”—Laura M., Online Reviewer Rely on this comprehensive, curriculum-spanning text and
reference now and throughout your career! You'll find everything you need to know about the
rehabilitation management of adult patients... from integrating basic surgical, medical, and
therapeutic interventions to how to select the most appropriate evaluation procedures, develop
rehabilitation goals, and implement a treatment plan.

power wheelchair assessment: Assistive Technologies- E-Book Janice Miller Polgar, Pedro
Encarnacao, Emma Smith, Albert M. Cook, 2024-10-18 Master the assistive strategies you need to
make confident clinical decisions and help improve the quality of life for people with disabilities.
Based on the Human Activity Assistive Technology (HAAT) model developed by Albert Cook, Sue
Hussey, and Janice Polgar, Assistive Technologies: Principles and Practice, 6th Edition, provides
detailed coverage of the broad range of devices, services, and practices that comprise assistive
technology. This text offers a systematic process for ensuring the effective application of assistive
technologies — and focuses on the relationship between the human user and the assisted activity



within specific contexts. New to this edition is updated and expanded content on autonomous
features of wheelchairs and vehicles, electronic aids to daily living, robotics, sustainability issues
related to assistive technology, and much more. - NEW! Enhanced readability and navigation
streamline content with a user-friendly layout for a smoother reading experience and quick
reference - NEW! Enhanced focus on clinical reasoning and clinical decision-making processes in
assistive technology service delivery - NEW! Updated information on autonomous features of
wheelchairs and vehicles, electronic aids to daily living (including mainstream products), and
robotics - NEW! Integration of global resources and guidelines on assistive technology and
wheelchair provision, including the WHO/UNICEF Global Report on Assistive Technology and the
WHO Wheelchair Provision Guidelines - NEW! Expanded content on global and sustainability issues
related to the provision/development of assistive technology products and service delivery - NEW!
Enhanced ebook version, included with every new print purchase, allows access to all the text,
figures, and references, with the ability to search, customize content, make notes and highlights,
and have content read aloud - Human Activity Assistive Technology (HAAT) framework locates
assistive technology within common, everyday contexts for more relevant application - Explicit
applications of the HAAT model in each of the chapters on specific technologies and more emphasis
on the interactions among the elements make content even easier to understand - Focus on clinical
application guides application of concepts to real-world situations - Study questions and chapter
summaries in each chapter help assessment of understanding and identification of areas where more
study is needed - Coverage of changing assistive technology needs throughout the lifespan
emphasizes how assistive technology fits into different stages of people's lives and contributes to
their full participation in society - Principles and practice of assistive technology provide the
foundation for effective reasoning - Ethical issues content offers vital information to guide assistive
technology service delivery

power wheelchair assessment: Journal of Rehabilitation R & D, 2004

power wheelchair assessment: Preparing for The Occupational Therapy Assistant
National Board Exam: 45 Days and Counting Dizazzo-Miller, 2017-08-30 Preparing for the
Occupational Therapy Assistant Board Exam: 45 Days and Counting provides a comprehensive
overview for occupational therapy assistant students preparing to take the Certified Occupational
Therapy Assistant (COTA) exam. Each new print copy includes Navigate 2 Preferred Access that
unlocks a complete eBook, Study Center, Homework and Assessment Center, Navigate 2 TestPrep
with over 500 practice questions.

power wheelchair assessment: Adult Physical Conditions Amy J. Mahle, Amber L. Ward,
2022-03-01 The go-to resource for class, clinical, and practice...now in full color! A team of noted
OTA and OT leaders and educators deliver practical, in-depth coverage of the most common adult
physical conditions and the corresponding evidence-based occupational therapy interventions. The
authors blend theory and foundational knowledge with practical applications to OTA interventions
and client-centered practice. This approach helps students develop the critical-thinking and
clinical-reasoning skills that are the foundation for professional, knowledgeable, creative, and
competent practitioners. New & Updated! Content that incorporates language from the 4th Edition
of the Occupational Therapy Practice Framework and aligns with the latest ACOTE standards New &
Updated! Full-color, contemporary photographs that reflect real clients and OT practitioners in
diverse practice settings New Chapters! Occupational Justice for Diverse and Marginalized
Populations, Motor Control and Neurotherapeutic Approaches, Sexual Activity and Intimacy,
Dementia: Understanding and Management, and The Influence of Aging on Occupational
Performance “Evidence-Based Practice,” highlights recent research articles relevant to topics in
each chapter, reinforcing the evidence-based perspective presented throughout the text. “Putting It
All Together: Sample Treatment and Documentation” uses evaluation, treatment, and documentation
based on one relevant case from each diagnosis chapter to connect what students are learning in the
classroom and the lab to real-world, skilled, client-centered care. “Technology & Trends” highlights
new and relevant technology or treatment trends and also shows how common technologies may be



used in unique ways. Client examples provide context for how the conditions impact function and
how to consider the person when doing an intervention. “Case Studies” based on real-life examples
illustrate important learning points and feature questions to develop critical-thinking and
problem-solving skills. Review questions at the end of each chapter assess progress, knowledge, and
critical thinking while offering practice with certification-style questions.

power wheelchair assessment: Assistive Technologies and Environmental Interventions in
Healthcare Lynn Gitlow, Kathleen Flecky, 2019-08-08 Providing a holistic and client-centered
approach, Assistive Technologies and Environmental Interventions in Healthcare explores the
individual’s needs within the environment, examines the relationship between disability and a
variety of traditional and cutting-edge technologies, and presents a humanistic discussion of
Technology-Environment Intervention (TEI). Written by a multidisciplinary team of authors, this text
introduces readers to a variety of conceptual practice models and the clinical reasoning
perspectives. It also provides insight into how designers go about solving human-tech problems,
discusses best practices for both face-to-face and virtual teams, and looks at the psychological,
sociocultural, and cognitive factors behind the development and provision of assistive technologies.
Examines a wide range of technologies and environmental interventions Demonstrates how a better
understanding of the complexity of human interaction with both the physical and social environment
can lead to better use of technology Explores the future of technology and research in TEI Complete
with a range of learning features such as keywords, case studies and review questions, this book is
ideal for undergraduate and graduate students in occupational therapy and other related health
professions, as well as those undertaking certification and board examinations.

power wheelchair assessment: The Rehabilitation Specialist's Handbook Serge H Roy, Steven
L Wolf, David A Scalzitti, 2012-12-21 The 4th Edition of the gold standard of rehabilitation resources
is now in full color and thoroughly revised and updated to reflect the art and science of practice
today! A compendium of frequently used, but rarely memorized information organized for easy
reference, it covers an extraordinary breadth of topics—from the full range of basic scientific
information (neuroanatomy and clinical neurology, osteology and clinical orthopedics, general
anatomy, cardiac and pulmonary anatomy) to the treatments and methods used in modern
rehabilitation practice.
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