power in movement social movements and
contentious politics

power in movement social movements and contentious politics represents a critical area of
study within political sociology and social theory, focusing on how collective actions challenge,
negotiate, and transform existing power structures. This concept explores the dynamic interplay
between social movements and the political environment in which they operate, emphasizing how
power is exercised, contested, and redistributed through contentious politics. Understanding power
in movement social movements and contentious politics provides insight into the mechanisms by
which marginalized groups assert influence and pursue social change. This article delves into the
theoretical frameworks, key actors, strategies, and outcomes that define this field. It also highlights
the role of resources, framing, and political opportunity structures in shaping movements’ capacities
to wield power effectively.

e Theoretical Foundations of Power in Social Movements
e Mechanisms of Power in Contentious Politics

e Actors and Strategies in Power Dynamics

e Resource Mobilization and Framing Processes

e Political Opportunity Structures and Movement Success

e Case Studies of Power in Movement Social Movements

Theoretical Foundations of Power in Social Movements

The study of power in movement social movements and contentious politics is grounded in several
theoretical traditions that explain how collective action interacts with political authority and social
structures. Central theories include resource mobilization theory, political process theory, and new
social movement theory. These frameworks examine the sources, distribution, and exercise of power
within social movements and their broader political contexts. Power is not only viewed as
domination or coercion but also as the ability to shape agendas, influence narratives, and create
alternative social realities. Understanding these foundations is essential for analyzing how
movements emerge, sustain themselves, and impact political outcomes.

Resource Mobilization Theory

Resource mobilization theory emphasizes the importance of material and non-material resources
such as money, labor, organizational infrastructure, and social networks in enabling social
movements to exert power. According to this perspective, movements are rational actors that
strategically gather and deploy resources to maximize their political influence and challenge



dominant power holders.

Political Process Theory

Political process theory focuses on the interaction between social movements and the political
environment, highlighting the significance of political opportunities, threats, and constraints. This
approach views power in movement social movements and contentious politics as contingent on the
openness of political systems and the ability of movements to exploit favorable conditions for
change.

New Social Movement Theory

New social movement theory expands the concept of power beyond traditional economic and
political dimensions to include cultural and identity-based struggles. It underscores the role of
discourse, collective identity, and symbolic power in shaping social movements and contentious
politics in post-industrial societies.

Mechanisms of Power in Contentious Politics

Contentious politics involves collective challenges to established authorities, and power plays a
central role in these interactions. Power in movement social movements and contentious politics
manifests through various mechanisms that enable or constrain collective action. These mechanisms
include coercion, persuasion, discursive framing, and institutional engagement. Each mechanism
represents a different mode through which social movements influence political processes and
outcomes.

Coercive Power

Coercive power refers to the use or threat of force by state or non-state actors to suppress or control
social movements. It includes police repression, legal sanctions, and surveillance aimed at limiting
the capacity of movements to mobilize and sustain pressure on authorities.

Persuasive Power

Persuasive power involves the ability of social movements to shape public opinion, mobilize
supporters, and influence policymakers through rhetoric, moral appeals, and framing strategies.
This type of power relies on legitimacy and credibility to garner widespread support and effect
change.

Discursive Power

Discursive power is the capacity to define meanings, set agendas, and construct social realities
through language, symbols, and narratives. Social movements often use discursive power to



challenge dominant ideologies and promote alternative visions of society.

Institutional Power

Institutional power refers to the engagement of social movements within formal political structures
such as legislatures, courts, and bureaucracies to achieve policy change. Movements may seek to
gain representation, influence decision-making, or use legal mechanisms to assert their demands.

Actors and Strategies in Power Dynamics

The exercise of power in movement social movements and contentious politics involves diverse
actors employing a range of strategies to advance their goals. Understanding the roles of these
actors and their strategic choices is crucial to comprehending how power is contested and
negotiated in social conflicts.

Movement Organizations and Leaders

Organizations and leaders play a pivotal role in mobilizing resources, coordinating actions, and
articulating collective goals. They are central actors in shaping the direction and effectiveness of
social movements’ power struggles.

State Actors and Institutions

State actors, including governments, law enforcement, and judicial bodies, represent institutional
power that movements seek to challenge or collaborate with. Their responses to social movements
significantly influence the dynamics of contentious politics.

Allies and Opponents

Movements often seek alliances with sympathetic groups, political parties, or international actors to
bolster their power. Conversely, opponents such as counter-movements and interest groups seek to
undermine or neutralize movement efforts.

Strategies for Exercising Power

Common strategies employed by social movements in contentious politics include:
e Protests and demonstrations to visibly challenge authority
» Lobbying and negotiation within political institutions

e Media campaigns to shape public discourse



e Legal challenges to contest unjust laws or policies

¢ Direct action and civil disobedience to disrupt the status quo

Resource Mobilization and Framing Processes

Resource mobilization and framing are two critical processes that determine how effectively social
movements can wield power in movement social movements and contentious politics. These
processes enable movements to organize, communicate, and legitimize their claims in the political
arena.

Mobilizing Resources

Effective mobilization of resources, including financial support, human capital, and organizational
capacity, is essential for sustaining collective action. Access to resources enhances a movement’s
ability to maintain visibility, coordinate activities, and respond to repression.

Framing and Collective Identity

Framing involves constructing interpretive schemas that resonate with potential supporters and
broader publics. Through framing, movements define problems, attribute blame, propose solutions,
and motivate participation. Collective identity formation strengthens group cohesion and
commitment to the movement’s goals.

Types of Frames

1. Diagnostic frames: Identify the problem and assign responsibility.
2. Prognostic frames: Suggest solutions and strategies.

3. Motivational frames: Call to action and justify participation.

Political Opportunity Structures and Movement
Success

Political opportunity structures refer to the external environment that influences the likelihood of
social movement success. These structures encompass the openness of political institutions, the
stability of political alignments, the presence of elite allies, and the state’s capacity and propensity
for repression.



Openness of Political Systems

Political systems that allow for institutionalized participation provide movements with channels to
effect change through negotiation and policy advocacy. Closed or authoritarian systems often
compel movements to rely on more contentious tactics.

Alliances and Elite Support

Support from political elites or influential organizations can enhance a movement’s power and
access to decision-making arenas. Such alliances may facilitate policy wins and greater legitimacy.

State Repression and Movement Adaptation

State repression can undermine movement power by deterring participation and disrupting
organization. However, it can also provoke backlash and increase solidarity among movement
participants, sometimes strengthening contentious politics.

Case Studies of Power in Movement Social Movements

Examining historical and contemporary case studies illustrates the practical manifestations of power
in movement social movements and contentious politics. These examples reveal how movements
have navigated challenges, leveraged opportunities, and influenced political transformations.

The Civil Rights Movement in the United States

The Civil Rights Movement exemplified the strategic use of nonviolent protest, framing, and
institutional engagement to confront systemic racial discrimination. Its success hinged on mobilizing
resources, gaining media attention, and exploiting political opportunities during the mid-20th
century.

The Arab Spring Uprisings

The Arab Spring demonstrated the power of digital communication, mass mobilization, and
contentious politics in authoritarian contexts. Despite varied outcomes, these movements showcased
the potential and limitations of power in movement social movements confronting entrenched
regimes.

Environmental Movements and Climate Activism

Contemporary environmental movements utilize framing strategies centered on scientific evidence
and intergenerational justice, combined with diverse tactics such as protests, legal actions, and
international advocacy. These movements highlight the evolving nature of power in global
contentious politics.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of power in social movements?

Power in social movements refers to the capacity of individuals or groups to influence political,
social, or economic change. It shapes the ability of movements to mobilize resources, frame issues,
and challenge existing authorities.

How do social movements exercise power in contentious
politics?

Social movements exercise power in contentious politics by organizing collective action, leveraging
symbolic and material resources, framing grievances, and applying pressure on institutions through
protests, strikes, or advocacy.

What types of power are commonly analyzed in the study of
social movements?

Researchers often analyze coercive power (force or threat), institutional power (formal authority),
discursive power (control over narratives), and network power (social connections) within social
movements.

How does resource mobilization theory explain power in social
movements?

Resource mobilization theory explains power as the ability of social movements to acquire and
deploy resources such as money, labor, and media attention effectively to advance their goals.

In what ways do social movements challenge established
power structures?

Social movements challenge established power structures by disrupting normal political processes,
exposing injustices, demanding policy changes, and creating alternative social norms through
collective action.

What is the significance of framing in the power dynamics of
social movements?

Framing is significant because it shapes how social issues are understood by both participants and
the broader public, influencing perceptions of legitimacy and mobilizing support, thus enhancing the
movement’s power.

How does digital technology affect power relations in



contemporary social movements?

Digital technology amplifies social movements' power by facilitating rapid communication,
expanding outreach, enabling decentralized organization, and increasing visibility, which can disrupt
traditional power hierarchies.

Additional Resources

1. Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics by Sidney Tarrow

This foundational book explores the dynamics of social movements and their role in shaping political
power. Sidney Tarrow examines how collective action emerges, the strategies movements use to
mobilize resources, and the interaction between movements and political institutions. The book
provides a comprehensive framework for understanding contentious politics across different
contexts.

2. Contentious Politics by Charles Tilly and Sidney Tarrow

A key text in the study of social movements, this book analyzes how contentious politics—organized
challenges to authority—arise and evolve. The authors discuss various forms of contention, including
protests, revolutions, and political violence, highlighting the role of social networks and political
opportunities. It is essential for understanding the mechanisms behind collective action.

3. Theda Skocpol and Social Revolutions: A Critical Introduction by Doug McAdam and Sidney
Tarrow

This book critically engages with Theda Skocpol’s theory of social revolutions, emphasizing the
power dynamics and structural factors that lead to revolutionary movements. It connects macro-level
social changes with grassroots mobilization, showing how state breakdowns and class struggles
interact. The text situates social revolutions within the broader spectrum of contentious politics.

4. Social Movements, 1768-2012 by Charles Tilly

In this extensive historical analysis, Charles Tilly traces the evolution of social movements over
centuries, focusing on their tactics, organization, and impact on political power. The book highlights
patterns of contentious politics and the role of identity and culture in shaping movement goals. It is
valuable for understanding long-term trends in collective action.

5. Power in Protest: Social Movements and Contentious Politics in the Middle East by Joel Beinin and
Frédéric Vairel

This volume examines the unique dynamics of social movements and contentious politics in the
Middle East, a region marked by authoritarian regimes and rapid social change. The contributors
analyze how activists navigate repression and utilize power to challenge political systems. The book
sheds light on regional specificities while connecting to broader theories of power and protest.

6. Repertoires and Cycles of Contention by Doug McAdam, Sidney Tarrow, and Charles Tilly

This influential work delves into the concept of repertoires—the set of protest tactics available to
social movements—and how these evolve over time in cycles of contention. The authors explore how
changing political contexts influence movement strategies and power relations. The book is crucial
for understanding the temporal dynamics of social movements.

7. The Power of Movement: How Social Movements Shape Political Change by Francesca Polletta
Francesca Polletta investigates the narratives and storytelling techniques used by social movements
to build power and legitimacy. The book shows how framing and collective identity contribute to



mobilization and influence political outcomes. It offers an in-depth look at the cultural dimensions of
power in contentious politics.

8. From Mobilization to Revolution by Charles Tilly

This classic text analyzes the processes by which social mobilization can escalate into revolutionary
upheavals. Tilly discusses the interplay between collective action, state responses, and political
opportunities that shape the trajectory of contentious politics. The book is a foundational resource
for understanding the escalation of social movements into transformational change.

9. Power and Protest: Global Social Movements in the 21st Century edited by Sarah A. Soule and
Susan Olzak

This edited volume brings together case studies of contemporary social movements worldwide,
examining how power is contested and negotiated in diverse political contexts. The contributors
explore issues such as globalization, digital activism, and transnational networks. The book provides
a broad and current perspective on power in movement politics today.
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power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Power in Movement
Sidney Tarrow, 1998-05-13 Unlike political or economic institutions, social movements have an
elusive power, but one that is no less real. From the French and American revolutions through the
democratic and workers' movements of the nineteenth century to the totalitarian movements of
today, movements exercise a fleeting but powerful influence on politics and society. This study
surveys the history of the social movement, puts forward a theory of collective action to explain its
surges and declines, and offers an interpretation of the power of movement that emphasises its
effects on personal lives, policy reforms and political culture. While covering cultural, organisational
and personal sources of movements' power, the book emphasises the rise and fall of social
movements as part of political struggle and as the outcome of changes in political opportunity
structure.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Power in Movement
Sidney G. Tarrow, 2011-02-04 Social movements have an elusive power but one that is altogether
real. From the French and American revolutions to the post-Soviet, ethnic and terrorist movements
of today, contentious politics exercises a fleeting but powerful influence on politics, society and
international relations. This study surveys the modern history of the modern social movements in the
West and their diffusion to the global South through war, colonialism and diffusion, and it puts
forward a theory to explain its cyclical surges and declines. It offers an interpretation of the power
of movements that emphasizes effects on the lives of militants, policy reforms, political institutions
and cultural change. The book focuses on the rise and fall of social movements as part of contentious
politics in general and as the outcome of changes in political opportunities and constraints, state
strategy, the new media of communication and transnational diffusion.
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power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Power in Movement
Sidney Tarrow, 2022-08-11 A fully updated edition of this classic study, now covering movements
including the Arab Spring and the 2021 Capitol attack.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Power in Movement
Sidney G. Tarrow, 2014-05-14 This study of social movements explains their power by developing a
theory of collective action.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: The Social Movement
Society David S. Meyer, Sidney G. Tarrow, 1998 Scholars consider ways in which the social
movement has changed as a politics and how it changes the societies in which it occurs. This volume
contains revealing perspectives on the effectiveness of social protest.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Strangers at the Gates
Sidney Tarrow, 2012-03-26 This book contains the products of work carried out over four decades of
research in Italy, France and the United States, and in the intellectual territory between social
movements, comparative politics, and historical sociology. Using a variety of methods ranging from
statistical analysis to historical case studies to linguistic analysis, the book centers on historical
catalogs of protest events and cycles of collective action. Sidney Tarrow places social movements in
the broader arena of contentious politics, in relation to states, political parties and other actors.
From peasants and communists in 1960s Italy, to movements and politics in contemporary western
polities, to the global justice movement in the new century, the book argues that contentious actors
are neither outside of nor completely within politics, but rather they occupy the uncertain territory
between total opposition and integration into policy.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Laskar Jihad Noorhaidi
Hasan, 2018-05-31 An in-depth study of the militant Islamic Laskar Jihad movement and its links to
international Muslim networks and ideological debates. This analysis is grounded in extensive
research and interviews with Salafi leaders and activists who supported jihad throughout the
Moluccas.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Waves of Social
Movement Mobilizations in the Twenty-First Century Rasim Ozgﬁr Donmez, Nahide Konak,
2015-02-26 Based on case studies, this book analyzes a recent wave of social movement and protests
in the twenty-first century. It has two overarching broadly defined themes: first, to identify
commonalities across the social movements and protests in terms of strategies, desire, hopes as well
as the main factors in the decline of the movements. And second, to underline the significance of the
general economic, social, and political conditions in which these protests arose. Although there are
specific national and local context-specific reasons for the protests observed in different countries,
the gradual integration of the post-war neo-liberal hegemonic world order is the fundamental
overarching structural factor behind these protests. From Turkey to Spain, Greece to Mexico, and
the Netherlands to the U.S., this book observes that the “outsiders” of the system resist against the
oppression of the neo-liberal world system.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Negotiating Political
Power in Turkey Elise Massicard, Nicole Watts, 2013 This book examines how individuals and
groups within particular political parties in Turkey gain influence and control over party resources
and decision-making; and, relatedly, to examine party relationships with non-party
actors--particularly social groups and identities - to study how parties, and groups within parties,
interact with, gain strength from, and compete with non-party players in their quest for control over
local and national political landscapes.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Power and Transnational
Activism Thomas Olesen, 2010-12-03 This book focuses on global activism and uses a power
perspective to provide an in-depth and coherent analysis of both the possibilities and limitations of
global activism. Bringing together scholars from IR, sociology, and political science, this book offers
new and critical insights on global activism and power. It features case studies on the following
social and political issues: China and Tibet, HIV/AIDS, climate change, child labour, the WTO,



women and the UN, the global public sphere, regional integration, national power, world social
forums, policing, media power and global civil society. It will be of interest to students and scholars
of globalization, global sociology and international politics.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Bowling Alone: Revised
and Updated Robert D. Putnam, 2001-08-01 Once we bowled in leagues, usually after work -- but
no longer. This seemingly small phenomenon symbolizes a significant social change that Robert
Putnam has identified in this brilliant volume, Bowling Alone, which The Economist hailed as a
prodigious achievement. Drawing on vast new data that reveal Americans' changing behavior,
Putnam shows how we have become increasingly disconnected from one another and how social
structures -- whether they be PTA, church, or political parties -- have disintegrated. Until the
publication of this groundbreaking work, no one had so deftly diagnosed the harm that these broken
bonds have wreaked on our physical and civic health, nor had anyone exalted their fundamental
power in creating a society that is happy, healthy, and safe. Like defining works from the past, such
as The Lonely Crowd and The Affluent Society, and like the works of C. Wright Mills and Betty
Friedan, Putnam's Bowling Alone has identified a central crisis at the heart of our society and
suggests what we can do.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: The Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Politics Carles Boix, Susan Carol Stokes, 2007 The Oxford Handbooks of Political
Science is a ten-volume set of reference books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews
of the state of political science. Each volume focuses on a particular part of the discipline, with
volumes on Public Policy, Political Theory, Political Economy, Contextual Political Analysis,
Comparative Politics, International Relations, Law and Politics, Political Behavior, Political
Institutions, and Political Methodology. The project as a whole is under the General Editorship of
Robert E. Goodin, with each volume being edited by a distinguished international group of
specialists in their respective fields. The books set out not just to report on the discipline, but to
shape it. The series will be an indispensable point of reference for anyone working in political
science and adjacent disciplines.The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics offers a critical
survey of the field of empirical political science through the collection of a set of chapters written by
47 top scholars in the discipline of comparative politics. Part I includes chapters surveying the key
research methodologies employed in comparative politics (the comparative method; the use of
history; the practice and status of case-study research; the contributions of field research) and
assessing the possibility of constructing a science of comparative politics. Parts II to IV examine the
foundations of political order: the origins of states and the extent to which they relate to war and to
economic development; the sources of compliance or political obligation among citizens; democratic
transitions, the role of civic culture; authoritarianism; revolutions; civil wars and contentious
politics. Parts V and VI explore the mobilization, representation and coordination of political
demands. Part V considers why parties emerge, the forms they take and the ways in which voters
choose parties. It then includes chapters on collective action, social movements and political
participation. Part VI opens up with essays on the mechanisms through which political demands are
aggregated and coordinated. This sets the agenda to the systematic exploration of the workings and
effects of particular institutions: electoral systems, federalism, legislative-executive relationships,
the judiciary and bureaucracy. Finally, Part VII is organized around the burgeoning literature on
macropolitical economy of the last two decades.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Women, Gender, and
Politics Mona Krook, Sarah Childs, 2010-03-18 Six areas of research of the subjects of women,
gender and politics are debated: social movements, political parties, elections, political
representation, public policy, and the state.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Sustainable
Development and Environmental Stewardship Satinder Dhiman, 2023-06-14 This book builds on
recent advances in the theory of sustainable development and links it with environmental
stewardship in a dialectical manner, as envisioned by global scholars in this emerging field.




Environmental stewardship deals with practical issues of ecosystem management and governance to
address changes in socio-ecological systems to sustain the supply and availability of ecosystem
services by society. It means reducing our total footprint on the planet, not just carbon footprint.
Truly global in scope, this volume is a humble offering of more than 12 scholars and practitioners
from around the world to the exciting adventure of sustainable development and eco-stewardship.
Featuring topics such as climate change, organizational sustainability, green innovation, and urban
governance, this book is useful for policy makers, managers of NGOs, and sustainability researchers
in developing engaging strategies for a more sustainable planet.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Protest Politics Today
Devashree Gupta, 2023-05-03 Social movements play a vital and increasingly visible role in modern
politics. Headline-grabbing demonstrations against authoritarian governments, police brutality,
economic inequality, and other grievances suggest that, around the world, social movements are
seen as powerful catalysts of change. In democracies as well as autocracies, rich countries as well as
poor, citizens turn repeatedly to protest as a way of addressing a range of perceived social ills. In
this engaging and accessible book, Devashree Gupta offers a thorough introduction to the study of
social movements in these diverse settings, examining their structures and operations to identify the
ways in which political and social contexts shape how movements behave and what impacts they
have. Drawing on multiple theoretical approaches and contemporary case studies, Gupta explores
how movements think and act strategically, learning from past interactions with authorities and the
experiences of other movements, to find innovative ways to challenge the status quo. With
suggestions for further reading and questions for class discussion throughout, Protest Politics Today
will be essential reading for students of social movements and contentious politics across the world.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Mexicano and Latino
Politics and the Quest for Self-Determination Armando Navarro, 2015-01-08 This book examines the
current status of Mexicano and Latino politics in the United States. Political scientist and community
activist Armando Navarro maintains that both represent a dysfunctional and failed mode of politics,
attributable to their system maintenance and mainstream ideological orientation and approach. As
colonial agents, they protect both a United States that is decaying and declining and the
degenerative liberal capitalist system. Navarro argues that the United States is not a representative
democracy; but in fact, is a “White Corpocratic Dictatorship” controlled by Capital, which is evolving
into a Fascist State. The book provides an in-depth analysis and contention that Mexicanos and
Latinos in Aztlan (Southwest) are an “occupied and internal colonized people.” It argues they are the
“Palestinians and Kurds” of the United States. His supposition is sustained by the book’s profiles of
Mexicano political history, demography, socioeconomics, electoral politics, immigration, and the
Triad Crisis (e.g., Second Great Depression, Global Economic Crisis, and Global Capitalist Crisis).
Each chapter provides the justification and case for Navarro’s two unique alternative change
models, applicable to today’s bankrupt and failed Mexicano and Latino Politics in the twenty-first
century. The preferred model is “Aztlan’s Politics of a Nation-Within-a-Nation (APNWN),” which is
based on the models of the Mormon Nation of Utah and that of French Quebec. Navarro, therefore,
calls for the reformation of the United States’ liberal capitalist system by way of social democracy
for the empowerment of Mexicanos and Latinos. His second model is “Aztlan’s Politics of
Separatism” (APS), which offers two strategic options, (1) Aztlan (Southwest) becoming a separate
and sovereign nation-state or (2) its reannexation and re-integration with Mexico. Navarro outlines a
“plan of action” for building a New Movement designed to attain APNWN or APS. In addition,
several ominous forecasts are made, such as the United States being in a state of decline and no
longer a hegemonic superpower due to the rise of a multi-polar world. Moreover, Navarro attributes
the United States’ decline to the inherent contradictions of global capitalism. His sobering message
is that if the current economic conditions are left unchanged, this will produce an “End of Times”
scenario—the unleashing of the “Four Horseman of the Apocalypse.”

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: The Handbook of Political
Sociology Thomas Janoski, Robert R. Alford, Alexander M. Hicks, Mildred A. Schwartz, 2005-05-23




This Handbook provides a complete survey of the vibrant field of political sociology. Part I explores
the theories of political sociology. Part II focuses on the formation, transitions, and regime structure
of the state. Part III takes up various aspects of the state that respond to pressures from civil
society.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: Power and Protest at an
American University Ellen Carnaghan, Kathryn E. Kuhn, 2020-10-27 This book examines the
successful no-confidence movement led by faculty at Saint Louis University in 2013 in an effort to
unseat the university president, considering the reasons for success when similar movements often
fail. Through a series of chapters written by faculty from many disciplines at the university, it uses a
particular episode of faculty protest to shed light on wider issues concerning the circumstances in
which faculty are likely to be motivated to protest, the institutional frameworks that make protest
possible and the strategies that get results. As such, it will appeal to scholars of social movements
with interests in protest and mobilization in the field of education.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: The Bersih Movement and
Democratisation in Malaysia Khoo Ying Hooi, 2020-12-10 Beginning in 2005 as a small electoral
reform initiative, the Coalition for Clean and Fair Elections, known as Bersih, became the most
prominent social movement in Malaysia. Based on participant observation approach and first-hand
interviews with key actors, this book examines how Bersih became a movement that aggregated the
collective grievance of Malaysians and brought Malaysian sociopolitical activism to a new level. This
book makes a major contribution to the scholarly work on social movement theories in the Southeast
Asian context and to the growing literature on social movements and democratization.

power in movement social movements and contentious politics: The History of Disruption
Mehmet Dosemeci, 2024-12-31 Challenging our understanding of social struggles as movements,
Mehmet Dosemeci traces a 300-year counter-history of struggle predicated on disruption Why do we
think of social struggles as movements? Have struggles been practiced otherwise, not as motion but
as interruption, occupation, disturbance, arrest? Looking at three hundred years of Atlantic social
struggle kinetically, Mehmet Dosemeci questions the axiomatic association that academics and
activists have made between modern social struggles and the category of movement. Dosemeci
argues that this movement politics has privileged some forms of historical struggle while obscuring
others and, perhaps more damningly, reveals the complicity of social movements in the very forces
they oppose. Dosemeci’s story begins with the eighteenth-century establishment of a transatlantic
regime of movement that coerced goods and bodies into violent and ceaseless motion. He then
details the long history of resistance to this regime, interweaving disparate social struggles such as
food riots, Caribbean maroon communities, Atlantic pirates, secret societies and syndicalism, the
student New Left, Black Power, radical feminism, Operaismo, and the Zapatistas into a history of
politics as disruption. Dosemeci convincingly argues that this history is key to understanding the
resurgence of disruptive politics in the twenty-first century and offers valuable guidance for future
struggles seeking to overturn an ever-intensifying regime of movement.
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