practice with parallel structure

practice with parallel structure is essential for clear, effective writing that maintains rhythm and
balance within sentences. This grammatical technique involves using the same pattern of words to
show that two or more ideas have equal importance. Mastering parallel structure enhances readability
and strengthens communication by creating sentences that flow smoothly and emphasize ideas
consistently. This article explores the definition and importance of parallel structure, common
mistakes to avoid, practical exercises for improvement, and tips for applying it in different writing
contexts. By understanding and practicing parallel structure, writers can significantly improve the
clarity and impact of their prose. The following sections provide a comprehensive guide to help refine
skills and ensure consistent use of parallelism.

e Understanding Parallel Structure
e Common Parallel Structure Errors
e Practice Exercises for Parallel Structure

e Applying Parallel Structure in Writing

Understanding Parallel Structure

Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, is a grammatical principle that requires matching the
form of words, phrases, or clauses within a sentence. It ensures that elements in a series or list follow
the same grammatical pattern, which improves sentence clarity and cohesion. This concept is not
only important for stylistic reasons but also for maintaining the logical flow of ideas. Parallelism often
involves balancing verb forms, noun phrases, adjectives, or prepositional phrases to create symmetry
in sentences.

Definition and Importance

Parallel structure means using components in a sentence that are grammatically similar or identical in
form. This technique helps readers understand relationships between ideas and enhances the rhythm
of writing. For example, the sentence “She likes reading, writing, and jogging” demonstrates
parallelism by using gerunds consistently. Without parallel structure, sentences can become
confusing or awkward, making the content harder to follow.

Examples of Parallel Structure

Correct use of parallel structure can be found in various sentence constructions. Examples include:

¢ He enjoys swimming, biking, and running.



e The job requires attention to detail, the ability to meet deadlines, and strong communication
skills.

e She wanted not only to win the race but also to set a new record.

Each example maintains consistency in grammatical form, contributing to clarity and elegance.

Common Parallel Structure Errors

Improper use of parallel structure often results in sentences that are awkward or difficult to
understand. Recognizing these errors is critical for effective writing. Common mistakes include mixing
verb forms, inconsistent use of phrases, and incorrect comparisons.

Mixed Verb Forms

A frequent error occurs when verbs in a list or series do not match in tense or form. For instance, the
sentence “She likes to swim, biking, and to run” is incorrect due to inconsistent verb forms. The
correct parallel structure would be “She likes swimming, biking, and running” or “She likes to swim, to
bike, and to run.” Consistency in verb forms enhances readability and professionalism.

Inconsistent Phrases or Clauses

Another typical mistake is mixing different types of phrases or clauses within a sentence. For
example, “The manager asked for a report, to meet the deadline, and that the team be punctual”
lacks parallelism. A parallel revision could be “The manager asked for a report, requested meeting the
deadline, and emphasized punctuality.” Maintaining the same grammatical structure across elements
avoids confusion.

Faulty Comparisons

Parallel structure is especially important in comparisons. Incorrect comparisons can distort meaning
and confuse readers. For example, “She is better at math than writing essays” could be
misinterpreted. A parallel and clearer version is “She is better at math than at writing essays.” Proper
parallelism ensures that comparisons are clear and logical.

Practice Exercises for Parallel Structure

Consistent practice with parallel structure helps internalize this essential writing skill. Engaging in
targeted exercises allows writers to identify errors and apply corrections effectively. Below are several
exercises designed to improve proficiency in parallelism.



Identifying Errors

Practice identifying parallel structure errors in sentences. For example, review the sentence “He likes
dancing, to swim, and biking” and spot the inconsistency. The correct form would be “He likes
dancing, swimming, and biking” or “He likes to dance, to swim, and to bike.” Regular identification
sharpens awareness of grammatical patterns.

Rewriting Sentences

Rewrite sentences to ensure parallelism. Consider the sentence “The project requires planning, to
organize resources, and delegate tasks.” A parallel revision is “The project requires planning,
organizing resources, and delegating tasks.” Rewriting exercises reinforce the habit of checking and
correcting parallel structure.

Constructing Parallel Sentences

Create sentences using parallel structure with different grammatical elements, such as verbs, nouns,
and adjectives. For example:

1. List three activities using gerunds.
2. Write a sentence with a series of adjectives.

3. Form a sentence comparing two ideas using parallel clauses.

These exercises foster a better understanding of how to apply parallelism in various contexts.

Applying Parallel Structure in Writing

Effective writing across multiple formats benefits from the consistent use of parallel structure.
Whether crafting essays, reports, or presentations, applying parallelism enhances clarity and
persuasiveness.

In Academic and Professional Writing

Parallel structure is vital in academic essays, research papers, and professional documents. It helps
organize information logically and presents arguments with clarity. For example, thesis statements
and topic sentences often employ parallelism to outline key points. Using parallel structure in lists and
comparisons strengthens the overall coherence of written work.

In Speeches and Presentations

Speakers frequently use parallel structure to create memorable and impactful messages. Repetition



of grammatical patterns can emphasize key ideas and make speeches more engaging. For instance,
famous rhetorical devices like anaphora rely on parallelism to reinforce themes and persuade
audiences effectively.

Tips for Consistent Use

Maintaining parallel structure requires careful editing and attention to detail. Useful tips include:

Read sentences aloud to detect awkwardness.

Check lists and series for consistent grammatical forms.

Use parallel structure especially in comparisons and correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or,
neither/nor, not only/but also).

Revise sentences that mix verb forms, phrases, or clauses.

By applying these strategies, writers can ensure their writing remains clear, balanced, and
professional.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is parallel structure in writing?

Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, is the use of the same grammatical form or pattern in a
series of related words, phrases, or clauses to create balance and clarity in writing.

Why is practicing parallel structure important?

Practicing parallel structure improves the readability and flow of sentences, making writing clearer,
more persuasive, and easier to understand.

Can you give an example of a sentence without parallel
structure and then correct it?

Non-parallel: She likes jogging, to swim, and biking. Corrected: She likes jogging, swimming, and
biking.

What are common areas where parallel structure is used?

Parallel structure is commonly used in lists, comparisons, correlative conjunctions (both/and,
either/or), and paired ideas within sentences.



How can | practice parallel structure effectively?

You can practice parallel structure by identifying sentences with mixed patterns, rewriting them to
maintain consistent grammatical forms, and doing exercises that focus on lists, comparisons, and
conjunctions.

Are there tools or resources to help check parallel structure in
writing?

Yes, many grammar checking tools like Grammarly and Hemingway Editor can highlight issues with
parallel structure, and there are also specific worksheets and exercises available online for practice.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Parallel Structure: A Practical Guide for Writers

This book offers clear explanations and numerous exercises to help writers understand and apply
parallel structure effectively. It covers the basics of parallelism, common errors, and advanced
techniques to enhance clarity and rhythm in writing. Ideal for students, educators, and professionals
looking to improve their grammar skills.

2. Parallelism in English: Exercises and Examples

Focused specifically on parallel structure, this workbook provides targeted practice through a variety
of sentence-level and paragraph-level exercises. It includes detailed answer keys and explanations to
help learners recognize and correct faulty parallelism. Perfect for learners at all levels aiming to polish
their writing style.

3. The Power of Parallelism: Enhancing Writing with Balanced Sentences

This title explores how parallel structure can be used not only for grammatical correctness but also for
stylistic impact. It discusses how balanced sentences improve readability and persuasion in both
creative and academic writing. The book combines theory with practical exercises to reinforce
learning.

4. Grammar Essentials: Parallel Structure Practice for Success

Designed for students preparing for standardized tests, this book provides concise lessons on
parallelism alongside practice questions modeled after exam formats. It emphasizes the importance
of parallel structure in achieving clear and effective communication. Helpful tips and strategies
support learners in mastering the concept quickly.

5. Parallel Structure Made Easy: Step-by-Step Exercises for Writers

This user-friendly guide breaks down the concept of parallel structure into manageable steps, making
it accessible to writers of all skill levels. Each chapter includes explanations followed by practice
exercises to reinforce understanding. The book also addresses common pitfalls and how to avoid
them.

6. Writing with Rhythm: Parallel Structure in Sentences and Paragraphs

Exploring the musicality and flow that parallelism brings to writing, this book combines linguistic
insights with practical exercises. Readers learn how to create engaging and harmonious sentences
through balanced grammatical structures. Suitable for writers wanting to elevate their prose style.



1. Effective Writing: Parallel Structure Practice for Academic Success

Targeted at college students, this workbook emphasizes the role of parallel structure in academic
writing, including essays, research papers, and presentations. It provides examples from scholarly
texts and offers exercises to practice constructing parallel elements. The book aims to enhance both
clarity and professionalism in student writing.

8. Parallel Structure in Practice: From Sentences to Paragraphs

This comprehensive resource guides learners through applying parallel structure beyond sentences,
extending to paragraphs and longer texts. It includes exercises that focus on maintaining consistency
and balance throughout a piece of writing. Ideal for advanced learners and educators seeking in-
depth practice material.

9. Clear and Concise: Parallel Structure for Better Communication

Focusing on clarity and brevity, this book shows how parallel structure helps eliminate ambiguity and
improve the flow of ideas. It offers practical exercises that develop the ability to write with precision
and impact. Suitable for business professionals, writers, and students aiming to communicate more
effectively.
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preparing for the GMAT * Register for one-year access to GMAT online center * For test takers who
want to break 700—and nail Integrated Reasoning—this is the definitive resource. Kaplan
guarantees that if you study with the GMAT Premier 2017 online resources and book, you will score
higher on the GMAT.

practice with parallel structure: Writing from the Core Dona Young, 2009-09 Writing from
the Core is more than a handbook: it is a roadmap that leads to correct and effective writing. -An
effective writing style begins with well-written sentences: sentences that speak to the reader clearly
and concisely. - Structure and style cross paths at the sentence core: gain control of the sentence
core, and you also gain control of your editing and revising skills. - In fact, once you can edit and
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seasons on ABC, from

PRACTICE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster practice suggests an act or method
followed with regularity and usually through choice

PRACTICE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary PRACTICE definition: 1. action rather
than thought or ideas: 2. used to describe what really happens as opposed to what. Learn more
PRACTICE Definition & Meaning | What's the difference between practice and practise? In
British English (and many other international varieties of English), the spelling practice is used
when the word is a noun, while

Practice - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | Practice can be a noun or a verb, but either way
it's about how things are done on a regular basis. You can practice shotput every day because your
town has a practice of supporting track-and

practice - Dictionary of English the action or process of performing or doing something: to put a
scheme into practice; the shameful practices of a blackmailer. the exercise or pursuit of a profession
or occupation, esp.

Practice - definition of practice by The Free Dictionary 1. a usual or customary action or
proceeding: it was his practice to rise at six; he made a practice of stealing stamps

Practice vs. Practise: Correct Usage and Grammar Explained The words “practice” and
“practise” are closely related, but their usage depends on whether you are using American or British
English. Understanding their definitions and

Is It Practise or Practice? | Meaning, Spelling & Examples Practise and practice are two
spellings of the same verb meaning “engage in something professionally” or “train by repetition.”
The spelling depends on whether you're using

PRACTICE | meaning - Cambridge Learner's Dictionary practice noun (WORK) a business in
which several doctors or lawyers work together, or the work that they do: a legal / medical practice
in practice
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