
symbolism of the moon in literature
symbolism of the moon in literature has captivated writers and readers for centuries,
serving as a multifaceted emblem that enriches narratives with deeper meaning and
emotional resonance. The moon’s representation varies widely across cultures and literary
traditions, often embodying themes such as mystery, change, femininity, and the
unconscious mind. Its cyclical phases provide a natural metaphor for transformation,
renewal, and the passage of time, while its luminous presence in the night sky evokes
feelings of solitude, romance, and sometimes foreboding. Exploring the symbolism of the
moon in literature reveals how authors employ this celestial body to enhance thematic
depth, character development, and mood. This article delves into the historical context,
cultural interpretations, and specific literary uses of lunar symbolism, followed by an
examination of the moon’s role in various genres and notable works. The following sections
provide a comprehensive overview of these aspects.

Historical and Cultural Context of Lunar Symbolism

Common Themes Associated with the Moon in Literature

The Moon as a Symbol in Different Literary Genres

Notable Literary Works Featuring Moon Symbolism

Techniques Authors Use to Convey Lunar Symbolism

Historical and Cultural Context of Lunar
Symbolism
The symbolism of the moon in literature is deeply rooted in ancient myths, religious beliefs,
and cultural traditions. Across civilizations, the moon has been revered as a powerful
cosmic entity influencing human behavior and natural phenomena. Understanding these
historical and cultural foundations provides essential insight into its literary significance.

Mythological Origins
Many ancient cultures personified the moon as a deity or spiritual force. In Greek
mythology, Selene is the goddess of the moon, while in Roman mythology, she is known as
Luna. These mythological figures often embody qualities such as femininity, mystery, and
cyclical renewal. Lunar myths frequently explain natural cycles, such as the phases of the
moon and tides, linking these phenomena to human fate and emotions.



Cultural Variations in Lunar Symbolism
The moon’s symbolism varies significantly among cultures. In East Asian traditions, the
moon is associated with immortality, enlightenment, and harmony, exemplified in the Mid-
Autumn Festival celebrating the harvest and family reunion. In contrast, Indigenous
American cultures often view the moon as a guardian of time and growth. These diverse
interpretations influence how authors from different backgrounds incorporate lunar
symbolism into their works.

Common Themes Associated with the Moon in
Literature
The symbolism of the moon in literature encompasses a broad range of themes that
resonate with human experience. Writers utilize the moon to evoke complex ideas and
emotions, enriching their storytelling.

Transformation and Change
The moon’s phases—from new to full and back—serve as a natural metaphor for
transformation, cycles, and the passage of time. Literature often uses the moon to
symbolize personal growth, emotional shifts, or the inevitability of change. This theme is
prevalent in coming-of-age stories, tales of redemption, and narratives exploring the human
condition.

Femininity and Fertility
The moon is frequently linked to femininity due to its connection with menstrual cycles and
female deities. It symbolizes fertility, intuition, and the mysterious aspects of womanhood.
Literary works exploring gender, identity, and the sacred feminine often incorporate lunar
imagery to reinforce these concepts.

Mystery and the Unconscious
The moon’s nocturnal presence makes it a symbol of the unknown, dreams, and the
subconscious mind. Authors employ the moon to create an atmosphere of mystery or to
represent hidden desires and fears. Gothic and psychological literature especially benefit
from this symbolism, using the moon to amplify tension and intrigue.

Loneliness and Solitude
The solitary glow of the moon in the night sky frequently evokes feelings of isolation and
introspection. Writers use the moon to highlight characters’ emotional solitude or
existential contemplation. This theme is common in poetry and reflective prose.



The Moon as a Symbol in Different Literary
Genres
The symbolism of the moon in literature is adapted to suit the unique conventions and
thematic concerns of various genres, enhancing narrative impact through targeted imagery
and motifs.

Romance and Poetry
In romantic literature and poetry, the moon often symbolizes love, beauty, and longing. Its
soft, silvery light creates an intimate setting for expressions of passion and desire. Poets
use the moon as a metaphor for an unattainable or idealized beloved, or to evoke the
ephemeral nature of love.

Gothic and Horror Literature
The moon’s association with darkness and the supernatural makes it a potent symbol in
gothic and horror genres. Full moons often herald transformations, such as werewolf
metamorphoses, and amplify eerie or sinister atmospheres. The moon’s light can also
reveal hidden truths or unleash primal instincts.

Fantasy and Mythological Fiction
In fantasy and myth-inspired literature, the moon frequently holds magical or prophetic
significance. It may govern mystical forces, serve as a guiding light for heroes, or represent
the balance between opposing realms, such as light and dark or human and divine.

Modern and Contemporary Literature
Contemporary authors often reinterpret the symbolism of the moon in innovative ways,
exploring themes of alienation, environmental change, or technological advancement. The
moon may appear as a symbol of hope or despair, reflecting modern existential concerns.

Notable Literary Works Featuring Moon
Symbolism
The symbolism of the moon in literature is vividly illustrated in numerous classic and
modern works, where lunar imagery plays a central or supporting role in thematic
development.



William Shakespeare’s Plays
Shakespeare frequently used the moon as a symbol in his plays. In "A Midsummer Night’s
Dream," the moon represents the passage of time and the realm of dreams and magic. It
also highlights the contrast between reality and illusion, a recurring theme in his works.

Emily Dickinson’s Poetry
Emily Dickinson’s poems often employ the moon to evoke solitude, mystery, and
introspection. Her precise and evocative use of lunar imagery deepens the emotional
impact of her reflections on life and death.

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s "The Great Gatsby"
In "The Great Gatsby," the moon symbolizes unattainable dreams and the passage of time.
Its recurring presence underscores the novel’s themes of idealism, disillusionment, and the
elusive nature of the American Dream.

Haruki Murakami’s Novels
Haruki Murakami’s contemporary works often incorporate the moon as a symbol of the
subconscious and alternate realities. The moon’s mysterious qualities complement his
exploration of surreal and psychological themes.

Techniques Authors Use to Convey Lunar
Symbolism
Authors utilize a variety of literary techniques to embed the symbolism of the moon in their
narratives, enhancing thematic richness and reader engagement.

Imagery and Descriptive Language
Vivid imagery and sensory details help convey the moon’s symbolic significance.
Descriptions of the moon’s light, color, and phases create mood and highlight thematic
elements such as mystery, serenity, or foreboding.

Metaphor and Simile
The moon is frequently used as a metaphor or simile to draw comparisons that deepen
readers’ understanding of characters, emotions, or situations. For example, a character’s
transformation might be likened to the waxing or waning moon.



Symbolic Juxtaposition
Authors often place the moon in contrast with other symbols, such as the sun, darkness, or
water, to emphasize dualities like light versus dark, conscious versus unconscious, or life
versus death.

Repetition and Motif
The recurring presence of the moon throughout a literary work can establish it as a motif,
reinforcing central themes and creating cohesion. Repetition of lunar references can
underscore cycles, inevitability, or emotional states.

Character Association
Sometimes the moon is closely linked to specific characters, symbolizing their traits,
internal conflicts, or destinies. This technique provides insight into characterization and
foreshadows narrative developments.

Imagery and descriptive language to create mood

Metaphors and similes linking characters or themes to the moon

Symbolic contrasts with other natural elements

Use of repetition to establish the moon as a motif

Association of the moon with character development

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the moon commonly symbolize in literature?
The moon commonly symbolizes mystery, change, femininity, and the passage of time in
literature.

How is the moon used to represent emotions in literary
works?
The moon often represents emotions such as melancholy, longing, or romantic feelings,
reflecting its changing phases and ethereal glow.



Why is the moon associated with femininity in
literature?
The moon is associated with femininity because of its cyclical nature, which parallels the
menstrual cycle, and its connection to goddesses in various mythologies.

How does the moon symbolize transformation in
literature?
The moon's phases from new to full and back symbolize transformation, growth, and cycles
of renewal in literary narratives.

In what ways is the moon used to convey mystery or
the supernatural?
The moon, especially a full or blood moon, is often linked to supernatural events, magic, or
hidden knowledge, enhancing the mysterious atmosphere in literature.

Can the moon symbolize loneliness or isolation in
literary contexts?
Yes, the moon is sometimes used to symbolize loneliness or isolation, as it shines alone in
the night sky, evoking solitude or introspection.

How does the symbolism of the moon differ across
cultures in literature?
Different cultures attribute various meanings to the moon; for instance, it may represent
immortality in Chinese literature, while in Western literature, it often symbolizes romance
or madness.

What role does the moon play in poetry as a symbol?
In poetry, the moon frequently serves as a metaphor for beauty, change, or emotional
depth, providing vivid imagery and symbolic resonance.

How is the moon used to reflect the passage of time in
literary works?
The moon's regular cycles mark the passage of time, seasons, or significant periods, often
used in literature to indicate change or the progression of events.

Why do authors choose the moon as a symbol rather
than the sun?
Authors often choose the moon to symbolize subtlety, mystery, or introspection,



contrasting with the sun's associations with clarity, strength, and consciousness.

Additional Resources
1. The Moon and Its Symbolism in World Literature
This book explores the multifaceted symbolism of the moon across various cultures and
literary traditions. It delves into how the moon represents themes such as femininity,
mystery, change, and the subconscious. By analyzing classic and contemporary texts, the
author reveals the moon’s enduring influence on storytelling and poetic imagery.

2. Lunar Imagery: The Moon as a Literary Motif
Focusing on the recurring motif of the moon in literature, this work examines its use from
ancient myths to modern novels. It discusses how the moon often symbolizes cycles,
transformation, and the passage of time. The book includes detailed literary analyses and
comparisons between different genres and periods.

3. Moonlight and Metaphor: The Moon in Poetic Expression
A deep dive into poetry that features the moon as a central symbol, this book highlights
how poets use lunar imagery to evoke emotion and meaning. It covers a range of poets
from Romantic to contemporary, illustrating the moon’s role in themes of love, loss, and
enlightenment. The author also discusses the interplay between moonlight and mood in
poetic devices.

4. Phases of the Moon: Symbolism and Storytelling
This book investigates how the changing phases of the moon are employed symbolically to
reflect human experiences and narrative structures. It considers the moon’s waxing and
waning as metaphors for growth, decline, and renewal in literature. Various genres,
including folklore, fantasy, and drama, are examined to showcase the moon’s versatile
symbolism.

5. The Lunar Archetype: Moon Symbolism in Myth and Literature
Exploring the archetypal significance of the moon, this text connects mythological
representations with literary uses. It discusses how the moon embodies universal themes
such as intuition, madness, and the feminine principle. The book offers a comparative
approach, highlighting similarities and differences across cultures and epochs.

6. Under the Silver Light: Moon Symbolism in Gothic Literature
This book focuses on the moon’s role within the gothic literary tradition, where it often
enhances themes of mystery, horror, and the supernatural. The author analyzes how the
moonlight creates atmosphere and influences character psychology in gothic novels and
poems. It provides insight into the moon’s function as a symbol of hidden fears and desires.

7. Moonlit Paths: The Moon as a Guide in Literary Journeys
Examining the motif of the moon as a guiding force, this book explores narratives in which
the moon leads characters through physical or spiritual journeys. It discusses the
symbolism of moonlight as illumination and revelation in literature. From epic quests to
personal transformations, the moon’s light is shown as a beacon of hope and insight.

8. The Dark Side of the Moon: Lunar Symbolism in Modern Fiction
This work investigates how contemporary fiction reinterprets traditional lunar symbolism to



address modern themes such as identity, alienation, and technology. It highlights novels
where the moon represents both a source of comfort and a symbol of isolation. The book
also explores how sci-fi and speculative fiction expand the moon’s symbolic meanings.

9. Celestial Bodies: The Moon and Its Symbolic Resonance in Literature
Covering a broad spectrum of literary works, this book situates the moon within the larger
context of celestial symbolism. It explores how the moon interacts with other celestial
bodies symbolically to enrich literary themes. The author provides a comprehensive
analysis of the moon’s resonance in human imagination and artistic expression throughout
history.
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  symbolism of the moon in literature: Beyond the Silver Veil: The Moon's Unseen
Influence Pasquale De Marco, Delve into the captivating world of lunar influence with Beyond the
Silver Veil: The Moon's Unseen Influence, an illuminating exploration of the moon's profound impact
on our planet and human lives. This comprehensive guide unveils the hidden connections between
the moon and Earth, revealing its profound influence on tides, weather patterns, and even human
behavior. Journey through the annals of history and culture to discover the moon's role in ancient
myths, legends, and religious beliefs. Explore the moon's astrological significance and its connection
to personal growth and emotional well-being. Discover the mystical and spiritual practices
associated with the moon, including meditation, rituals, and energy work. Unravel the scientific
mysteries of the moon, from its geological composition and surface features to its gravitational pull
and orbital mechanics. Learn about the moon's unique geological features, including vast craters,
towering mountains, and intriguing lava plains. Gain insights into the moon's formation and
evolution, and explore the latest scientific discoveries that shed light on its origins and history.
Embark on a virtual tour of the moon's enigmatic landscapes, uncovering the secrets of lunar
craters, exploring the Apollo landing sites, and examining the moon's rocks and minerals. Discover
the mysteries of lunar cycles and their impact on Earth's tides, weather patterns, and biological
processes. Delve into the moon's role in plant growth, animal behavior, and human health. Peer into
the future of lunar exploration and discover the transformative potential of lunar resources,
including helium-3, water, and minerals. Explore the possibilities of lunar settlements and
industrialization, and envision the moon as a gateway to deeper space exploration. Beyond the Silver
Veil is an indispensable resource for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the moon's influence
on our planet and our lives. With its captivating blend of scientific knowledge, historical insights,
and cultural perspectives, this book invites readers to embark on an extraordinary journey of
discovery, unlocking the secrets of the moon and its profound impact on our world.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: The Hero Journey in Literature Evans Lansing Smith,
1997 This book provides an overview of the hero journey theme in literature, from antiquity to the
present, with a focus on the imagery of the rites of passage in human life (initiation at adolescence,
mid-life, and death). This is the only book to focus on the major works of the literary tradition,
detailing discussions of the hero journey in major literary texts. Included are chapters on the
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literature of Antiquity (Sumerian, Egyptian, Biblical, Greek, and Roman), the Middle Ages (with
emphasis on the Arthurian Romance), the Renaissance to the Enlightenment (Shakespeare, Milton,
Marvell, Pope, Fielding, the Arabian Nights, and Alchemical Illustration), Romanticism and
Naturalism (Coleridge, Selected Grimm's Tales, Bront%, Bierce, Whitman, Twain, Hawthorne, E.T.A.
Hoffman, Rabindranath Tagore), and Modernism to Contemporary (Joyce, Gilman, Alifa Rifaat,
Bellow, Lessing, Pynchon, Eudora Welty).
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Mapping the Origins of Figurative Language in
Comparative Literature Richard Trim, 2021-10-05 This book investigates the origins of figurative
language in literary discourse within a cognitive framework. It represents an interface between
linguistics and literature and develops a 6-tier theoretical model which analyses the different factors
contributing to the creation of figurative words and expressions. By examining features ranging from
language structure to figurative thought, cultural history, reference, narrative and the personal
experience of authors, it develops a global overview of the processes involved. Due to its particularly
innovative characteristics in literature, the theme of death is explored in relation to universal
concepts such as love and time. These aspects are discussed in the light of well-known authors in
comparative literature such as D.H. Lawrence, Simone De Beauvoir, Hermann Hesse and Jorge Luis
Borges. The origins can involve complex conceptual mappings in figures of speech such as metaphor
and symbolism. They are often at the roots of an author’s personal desires or represent the search
for answers to human existence. This approach offers a wide variety of new ideas and research
possibilities for postgraduate and research students in modern languages, linguistics and literature.
It would also be of interest to academic researchers in these disciplines as well as the general public
who would like to delve deeper into the relevant fields.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: China, Or Illustrations of the Symbols, Philosophy,
Antiquities ... and Literature of the Chinese Samuel Kidd, 1841
  symbolism of the moon in literature: The Narrative Symbol in Childhood Literature Joanne
M. Golden, 2013-02-06 No detailed description available for The Narrative Symbol in Childhood
Literature.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Sacred Tropes: Tanakh, New Testament, and Qur'an as
Literature and Culture Roberta Sabbath, 2009-09-30 Contemporary sacred text scholarship has been
stimulated by a number of intersecting trends: a surging interest in religion, sacred texts, and
inspirational issues; burgeoning developments in and applications of literary theories; intensifying
academic focus on diverse cultures whether for education or scholarship. Although much has been
written individually about Tanakh, New Testament, and Qur’an, no collection combines an
examination of all three. Sacred Tropes interweaves Tanakh, New Testament, and Qur’an essays.
Contributors collectively and also often individually use mixed literary approaches instead of the
older single theory strategy. Appropriate for classroom or research, the essays utilize a variety of
literary theoretical lenses including environmental, cultural studies, gender, psychoanalytic,
ideological, economic, historicism, law, and rhetorical criticisms through which to examine these
sacred works.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Miscellaneous Studies in English Literature Faisal
Al-Doori, 2020-07-16 This book is a collection of selected papers which have been delivered at
numerous international conferences. They are classified into two main categories: poetry and prose.
The first section deals with poetry of the Pre-Romantic, Romantic, modern, and contemporary eras,
while the section on prose concerns the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: The Problematic of Self in Modern Chinese
Literature Kirk A. Denton, 1998 Centered around the figures of Hu Feng, a leftist literary theorist
who promoted subjectivism, and his disciple Lu Ling, known for his psychological fiction, this study
explores theoretical and fictional responses to the problematic of self at the heart of the experience
of modernity in 20th-century China.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Moonlight's Grace Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-11
Moonlight's Grace is an illuminating journey into the enchanting world of lunar wisdom, unveiling



the profound influence of the moon on our lives. Within these pages, you'll discover the secrets of
harnessing lunar energy for personal growth, emotional well-being, and spiritual fulfillment. From
the enigmatic allure of the new moon to the transformative power of the full moon, Moonlight's
Grace delves into the intricacies of lunar cycles, revealing how they shape our moods, behaviors, and
intuition. Uncover the secrets of harnessing lunar energy for emotional well-being, enhancing
psychic abilities, and finding balance in the ever-changing tides of life. Unravel the mysteries of
lunar astrology, unveiling the archetypal energies associated with each moon sign and the
significance of lunar nodes and aspects. Explore how the moon's placement in different houses
influences our personality traits and life experiences. Gain insights into the profound impact of the
moon on our relationships, revealing the dynamics of lunar compatibility and the art of navigating
lunar cycles for harmonious interactions. Moonlight's Grace illuminates the profound connection
between the moon and our health, unveiling the moon's influence on sleep patterns, menstrual
cycles, and overall well-being. Discover how to harness lunar energy for healing, self-care, and
rejuvenation. Learn the art of creating personalized lunar rituals for manifestation, healing, and
spiritual growth. Explore the profound symbolism of the moon in art, literature, and mythology,
uncovering the rich tapestry of lunar deities and myths across cultures. Discover lunar meditations,
mantras, and shamanic practices that harness the moon's energy for spiritual transformation and
enlightenment. Moonlight's Grace is a comprehensive guide to understanding the profound influence
of the moon on our lives. Through its pages, you'll gain a deeper connection to the natural rhythms
of the universe, unlocking the secrets of lunar wisdom for personal growth, emotional well-being,
and spiritual fulfillment. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  symbolism of the moon in literature: British Literature - 19th Century Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2023-06-23 Studies Victorian-era prose, poetry, and social commentary.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Lunar Mysteries Felicia Dunbar, AI, 2025-02-26 Lunar
Mysteries explores the profound impact of the Moon on human culture, religion, and artistic
expression throughout history. The book uncovers how ancient civilizations perceived the Moon not
just as a celestial body, but as a potent symbol of cyclical change, renewal, and even a divine entity.
From influencing early agricultural practices and timekeeping to shaping religious rituals and
mythological narratives, the Moon's presence is deeply interwoven with humanity's understanding of
existence. Did you know that lunar calendars dictated the timing of sacred sites and festivals in
numerous cultures? The book journeys through the scientific properties of the Moon and their early
observations, before delving into specific themes. It examines lunar deities in ancient mythologies,
explores the Moon's influence on religious rituals and festivals, and analyzes lunar imagery and
symbolism in literature, from epic poetry to modern novels. By contrasting lunar myths and rituals
across diverse societies like ancient Mesopotamia, pre-Columbian America, and Oceania, Lunar
Mysteries reveals both commonalities and striking differences in how the Moon has been perceived.
Ultimately, the book highlights the Moon's enduring appeal and its continuing influence on
contemporary society, making it a valuable resource for those interested in the intersection of
science, religion, and cultural history.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Northrop Frye on Twentieth-century Literature
Northrop Frye, 2010-01-01 This volume brings together Northrop Frye's criticism on
twentieth-century literature, a body of work produced over almost sixty years. Including Frye's
incisive book on T.S. Eliot, as well as his discussions of writers such as James Joyce, W.B. Yeats,
Wallace Stevens, and George Orwell, the volume also contains a recently discovered review of C.G.
Jung's book on the synchronicity principle and a previously unpublished introduction to an anthology
of twentieth-century literature. Frye's insightful commentaries demonstrate that he was as astute a
critic of the literature of his own time as he was of the literature of earlier periods. Glen Robert Gill's
introduction delineates the development of Frye's criticism on twentieth-century literature, puts it in
historical and cultural context, and relates it to his overarching theory of literature. This definitive
volume in the Collected Works will be a welcome addition to the libraries of Frye specialists and of
scholars and students of twentieth-century literature in general.--BOOK JACKET.



  symbolism of the moon in literature: A Dictionary of the Bible Dealing with Its
Language, Literature, and Contents, Including the Biblical Theology: Extra volume,
containing articles, indexes, and maps James Hastings, John Alexander Selbie, Andrew Bruce
Davidson, Samuel Rolles Driver, Henry Barclay Swete, 1906
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Whispers of the Midnight City Pasquale De Marco, In
the bewitching embrace of the night, cities come alive with an irresistible allure, and Whispers of
the Midnight City beckons you into this mysterious world. This captivating tome is a tribute to the
enigmatic beauty of urban landscapes after dark. Within its pages, you will uncover secrets that
thrive under the moonlit sky, explore haunted corners, and traverse hidden realms, all while delving
into the rich tapestry of urban legends and myths. **Whispers of the Midnight City** begins by
unraveling **The Enigmatic City**, a realm where cityscapes transform into mesmerizing vistas of
shadows and stories. With each turn of the page, you'll find yourself immersed in **Shadows in
Moonlight**, discovering the magic of moonlit nights and the profound impact of the moon on
cultures worldwide. As you journey through **Urban Tales and Whispers**, you'll encounter ghost
stories that echo through centuries and explore the psychology of fear within bustling urban
environments. Prepare to be entranced by **The Nighttime Wanderers**, where the city's vibrant
nightlife and hidden wonders come to life. From the pulsating energy of entertainment districts to
the artistry of nighttime photography, this chapter illuminates the city in ways you've never
imagined. In **Mysteries of the Midnight Hour**, delve into the unknown, where unsolved mysteries
and cryptic symbols captivate the imagination. Wander through night markets filled with curiosities
and oddities, and experience the intrigue that awakens after dusk. **Urban Legends Unveiled**
takes you on an investigative journey, peeling back the layers of famous urban myths. Explore the
psychology of belief, the birth of legends, and modern urban myths in the digital age. Each
revelation challenges what you thought you knew about the cities that never sleep. Whispers of the
Midnight City culminates in **Midnight Reverie**, a contemplative exploration of dreamscapes,
stargazing, and philosophical musings under the moonlit sky. Join us on this spellbinding adventure
as we uncover the essence of the midnight cityscape. Whispers of the Midnight City is not just a
book; it's a portal to the secrets that thrive in the silence of the night. Get ready to lose yourself in
the enchanting narratives, the haunting echoes, and the whispered tales that dance on the edge of
reality. Let the night reveal its mysteries and embrace the allure of the unknown.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Chamber's Journal of Popular Literature, Science
and Arts , 1892
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Chambers's Journal of Popular Literature, Science
and Arts , 1892
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Literature in the Age of Celestial Discovery Judy A.
Hayden, 2016-04-08 The reconfiguration and relinquishing of one's conviction in a world system long
held to be finite required for many in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries a compromise in one's
beliefs and the biblical authority on which he or she had relied - and this did not come without
serious and complex challenges. Advances in astronomy, such as the theories of Copernicus, the
development of the telescope, and Galileo's discoveries and descriptions of the moon sparked
intense debate in Early Modern literary discourse. The essays in this collection demonstrate that this
discourse not only stimulated international discussion about lunar voyages and otherworldly
habitation, but it also developed a political context in which these new discoveries and theories
could correspond metaphorically to New World exploration and colonization, to socio-political
unrest, and even to kingship and regicide.
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Academy; a Weekly Review of Literature, Learning,
Science and Art , 1883 The Poetical gazette; the official organ of the Poetry society and a review of
poetical affairs, nos. 4-7 issued as supplements to the Academy, v. 79, Oct. 15, Nov. 5, Dec. 3 and 31,
1910
  symbolism of the moon in literature: Academy and Literature Charles Edward Cutts Birch
Appleton, Charles Edward Doble, James Sutherland Cotton, Charles Lewis Hind, William Teignmouth



Shore, Alfred Bruce Douglas, Ellis Ashmead-Bartlett, Thomas William Hodgson Crosland, 1907
  symbolism of the moon in literature: General Introduction to Persian Literature J.T.P. Bruijn,
2008-10-31 Persian literature is the jewel in the crown of Persian culture. It has profoundly
influenced the literatures of Ottoman Turkey, Muslim India and Turkic Central Asia and been a
source of inspiration for Goethe, Emerson, Matthew Arnold and Jorge Luis Borges among others. Yet
Persian literature has never received the attention it truly deserves.A History of Persian Literature
answers this need and offers a new, comprehensive and detailed history of its subject. This
18-volume, authoritative survey reflects the stature and significance of Persian literature as the
single most important accomplishment of the Iranian experience. It includes extensive, revealing
examples with contributions by prominent scholars who bring a fresh critical approach to bear on
this important topic.The first volume offers an indispensable entree to Persian literature's long and
rich history, examining themes and subjects that are common to many fields of Persian literary
study. This invaluable introduction to the subject heralds a definitive and ground-breaking new
series.
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