table in sign language

table in sign language is a fundamental concept within American Sign Language
(ASL) and other sign languages used globally to facilitate communication
about everyday objects. Understanding how to express common nouns Llike
“table" enhances both vocabulary and conversational skills for sign language
learners and users. This article delves into the various ways to sign
"table," the importance of context in sign language, and the cultural
relevance of such signs. Additionally, it explores related vocabulary,
instructional tips for mastering the sign, and the distinctions across
different sign languages. By gaining insight into the sign for "table,"
learners can improve their fluency and comprehension in sign language
communication. The following sections provide a structured overview of these
topics to guide readers effectively.

Understanding the Sign for Table in ASL

Variations and Contextual Usage

Related Vocabulary in Sign Language

Learning Tips and Techniques for Signing Table

Differences Across Sign Languages

Understanding the Sign for Table in ASL

The sign for "table" in American Sign Language is a widely recognized gesture
that visually represents the object. Typically, this sign involves using both
hands to mimic the shape or form of a table, which helps in conveying the
concept clearly. Sign language relies heavily on visual representation, so
the sign for "table" is intuitive and easy to learn. Understanding this
foundational sign is essential for building a broader vocabulary and engaging
in everyday conversations. The sign also reflects the spatial and physical
properties of a table, which enhances memory retention and comprehension.

How to Perform the Table Sign

To perform the sign for "table," place both hands flat and parallel to each
other with palms facing down, typically at waist level. The hands are
positioned to resemble the tabletop and legs, creating a three-dimensional
impression of a table. This motion is straightforward yet effective in
communicating the concept. The simplicity of the sign makes it accessible for
beginners and useful in practical communication scenarios. Consistent



practice of this sign allows for smooth and natural signing.

Historical Background and Development

The sign for "table" has evolved alongside the development of ASL and other
sign languages. Its formation is influenced by the need to visually represent
common objects in a way that is universally understandable among signers.
Historically, signs for objects like furniture have been designed to be
iconic, meaning they resemble the physical characteristics of the objects
they represent. This approach aids in learning and preserves the cultural
aspects of sign language communities.

Variations and Contextual Usage

While the basic sign for "table" is consistent, variations exist depending on
the context and dialect within different sign language communities.
Contextual factors can influence the way the sign is executed, such as the
size of the table being described or specific attributes like a dining table
versus a worktable. Signers may modify the motion or hand placement to convey
additional information about the table. It is important to recognize these
nuances to ensure accurate and effective communication.

Contextual Modifications

Signers may alter the sign for "table" by adjusting the size or shape of
their hand movements to indicate different types of tables or related
concepts. For example, a larger motion might indicate a big table, while a
smaller or more compact gesture could represent a small or coffee table.
These modifications rely on the signer’s ability to use spatial awareness and
visual cues to communicate effectively. Understanding these variations is
critical for interpreting meaning accurately in conversations.

Regional and Dialectal Differences

Sign languages vary from region to region, and American Sign Language is no
exception. Different communities may have unique signs or slight variations
for "table," reflecting cultural and regional influences. These differences
underscore the diversity within the Deaf community and the importance of
learning signs in context. Awareness of these dialectal variations helps
signers adapt and communicate more inclusively.

Related Vocabulary in Sign Language

Expanding vocabulary related to "table" enhances overall communication and



understanding in sign language. Related signs include furniture items,
household objects, and verbs connected to the use of a table. Learning
related vocabulary supports more complex sentence construction and
descriptive abilities. This section highlights key related terms to
complement the sign for "table."

Common Related Signs

Chair: Often signed by mimicking the act of sitting or the shape of a
chair.

e Desk: Similar to the table sign but may include gestures indicating a
work environment.

e Eat/Dinner: Signs that relate to activities commonly performed at a
table.

e Furniture: Broader category sign encompassing tables, chairs, and other
household items.

e Kitchen: A location sign that often involves objects like tables and
counters.

Incorporating Related Signs into Sentences

Combining the sign for "table" with related vocabulary allows for more
nuanced communication. For example, a signer may describe placing an object
on the table or asking about the availability of a table in a particular
room. Mastery of these combinations enhances fluency and the ability to
convey detailed information effectively.

Learning Tips and Techniques for Signing Table

Mastering the sign for "table" and its related vocabulary requires consistent
practice and exposure. Various learning techniques can aid in retention and
execution, including repetition, visualization, and contextual practice. This
section provides practical advice for learners to improve their signing
skills efficiently.

Practice Strategies

e Repetition: Regularly practicing the sign helps reinforce muscle memory
and confidence.



* Use in Sentences: Practice incorporating the sign for "table" into full
sentences to understand its grammatical role.

e Visual Learning: Watching experienced signers and instructional videos
can improve accuracy.

e Interactive Practice: Engaging in conversations with fluent signers aids
real-life application.

e Flashcards: Using flashcards with images and descriptions to memorize
related vocabulary.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Some learners may struggle with the spatial positioning or fluidity of the
sign for "table." To overcome these challenges, it is beneficial to practice
in front of a mirror and seek feedback from experienced signers or
instructors. Additionally, breaking down the sign into smaller components
before combining them helps in gradual mastery.

Differences Across Sign Languages

While the focus has been on American Sign Language, it is important to
recognize that the sign for "table" varies internationally. Different sign
languages have unique signs influenced by their cultural and linguistic
backgrounds. Understanding these differences promotes cross-cultural
communication and respect for diverse Deaf communities.

British Sign Language (BSL) and Others

In British Sign Language, the sign for "table" differs from ASL, often
involving different handshapes or movements. Other sign languages, such as
Auslan (Australian Sign Language) or French Sign Language (LSF), have their
distinct versions as well. Learning these variations is essential for
interpreters and individuals who communicate across language boundaries.

Impact on Interpretation and Communication

Interpreters and learners must be aware of these differences to avoid
miscommunication. Cross-linguistic knowledge allows for smoother
interpretation and fosters inclusivity in diverse settings. When working with
multiple sign languages, clarifying the intended sign system is crucial for
effective communication.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign 'table' in American Sign Language
(ASL)?

To sign 'table' in ASL, place both hands flat with palms down and fingertips
touching, then tap the backs of your hands together twice.

Is the sign for 'table' the same in British Sign
Language (BSL) as in ASL?

No, the sign for 'table' differs between BSL and ASL. In BSL, 'table' is
signed by placing one hand flat and tapping the side of the other hand's
fingers on top, while ASL uses tapping the backs of both flat hands together.

Can the sign for 'table' in sign language represent
a desk or any flat surface?

Yes, the sign for 'table' generally represents a flat surface and can be used
to indicate a table, desk, or similar flat surfaces depending on context.

Are there regional variations in signing the word
'table' in sign language?

Yes, sign language varies by region and country, so the sign for 'table' can
differ based on local sign language dialects or variations.

How can beginners learn the sign for 'table'’
effectively?

Beginners can learn the sign for 'table' by watching instructional videos,
attending sign language classes, and practicing the hand motions regularly to
build muscle memory.

Is the sign for 'table' considered a one-handed or
two-handed sign?

The sign for 'table' in ASL is a two-handed sign, involving both hands flat
and tapping the backs together.

Can the sign for 'table' be combined with other
signs to form phrases or sentences?

Yes, the sign for 'table' can be combined with other signs, such as 'sit,'
‘eat,' or 'meeting,' to form phrases like 'sit at the table' or 'table



meeting' in sign language.

Additional Resources

1. “Signing Tables: An Introduction to Table-Related Signs in ASL”

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to American Sign Language signs
related to tables and table settings. It covers basic vocabulary, including
different types of tables, common objects found on tables, and phrases used
in dining and furniture contexts. Ideal for beginners, it combines
illustrations with step-by-step instructions to make learning accessible and
engaging.

2. “ASL for Home and Dining: Mastering Table Signs”

Focused on practical communication, this book helps learners master signs
used in home and dining environments, with a special emphasis on tables. It
includes conversational examples, cultural insights, and tips for effective
communication in family or social settings. The book is useful for both
students and interpreters aiming to enhance their vocabulary related to
everyday life.

3. “Tables and Furniture in Sign Language: A Visual Dictionary”

This visual dictionary is dedicated to furniture-related signs, with a
detailed section on tables of various types and their uses. High-quality
photographs and illustrations demonstrate each sign clearly, accompanied by
descriptions that explain nuances and variations. It serves as a handy
reference for sign language learners, educators, and interpreters.

4. “The Language of Tables: Sign Language for Dining and Meetings”

Designed for professionals and social communicators, this book explores the
vocabulary and phrases associated with tables in dining and meeting contexts.
It provides situational dialogues and tips on body language to enhance
communication effectiveness. The book is perfect for learners who want to
navigate formal and informal table-related interactions confidently.

5. “Sign It at the Table: Communicating with Deaf Family and Friends”

This heartfelt guide focuses on using sign language around the table during
family meals and gatherings. It emphasizes signs that facilitate inclusive

communication, making mealtime more enjoyable and interactive. Readers will
find practical advice, cultural notes, and engaging activities suitable for
all ages.

6. “Teaching Table Signs: A Curriculum for ASL Educators”

Aimed at teachers and instructors, this curriculum provides structured
lessons on table-related signs and associated vocabulary. It includes
objectives, teaching strategies, and assessment tools designed to help
students grasp the concepts effectively. The book supports educators in
creating dynamic and interactive learning experiences.

7. “Everyday Tables in ASL: Vocabulary and Usage”
This book highlights everyday table-related vocabulary in American Sign



Language, focusing on practical usage in daily life. It covers a range of
table types, objects placed on tables, and related actions, offering
contextual examples. The approachable format makes it ideal for self-learners
and casual signers.

8. “Table Manners and Signs: Politeness in ASL Communication”

Exploring the intersection of sign language and etiquette, this book teaches
signs related to table manners and polite interactions during meals. It
addresses cultural differences and social norms to foster respectful
communication. Readers will learn how to use signs to express gratitude,
requests, and apologies at the table.

9. “Interactive Sign Language Workbook: Tables and Furniture Edition”

This workbook provides interactive exercises and activities centered around
tables and furniture vocabulary in sign language. Designed for hands-on
learning, it includes quizzes, matching games, and practice dialogues to
reinforce knowledge. Suitable for learners of all levels, it encourages
active participation and retention.
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table in sign language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas,
2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.

table in sign language: A Phonological Grammar of Kenyan Sign Language Hope E.
Morgan, 2022-07-05 This grammar of Kenyan Sign Language (KSL) phonology adds to a sparse
literature on the units of categorical form in the world’s sign languages. At the same time, it brings
descriptive and theoretical research on sign language phonology into better alignment by
systematically evaluating current models of sign language phonology for each of the main
parameters - handshape, location, and movement - against the KSL data. This grammar also makes
a methodological contribution by using a unique dataset of KSL minimal pairs in the analysis,
demonstrating that minimal pairs are not as infrequent in sign languages as previously thought. The
main content of the book is found in five chapters on handshape, location, core articulatory
movement, manner of movement, and other distinctive features (e.g., orientation, mouth actions).
The book also contains two large appendices that document the phonological evidence for each of
the 44 handshapes and 37 locations. This book will be a key reference for descriptive and typological
studies of sign phonology, as well as a helpful resource for linguists interested in understanding the
similarities and differences between current models of sign phonology and identifying promising
avenues for future research.

table in sign language: Current Directions in Turkish Sign Language Research Engin
Arik, 2014-07-18 This book aims to contribute to our knowledge of Turkish Sign Language (TiD), and
sign language linguistics in general. TID is a relatively old signed language, and is, at present,
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believed to be historically unrelated to other signed languages. Linguistic studies on this language
started in the early 2000s. There has been growing academic interest and an increasing body of
work on TID within the past decade, enhancing the need for this this book, which brings together
chapters covering a variety of topics, such as the history of deaf education and TiD, issues regarding
language documentation, a phonological study of fingerspelling, reciprocals, interrogatives, reported
utterances, expressions of spatial relations including their acquisitions, and expressions of multiple
entities. This book was supported in part by the TUBITAK Research Fund, Project No. 111K314. This
edited volume serves as a useful resource for newcomers to the field, gives new momentum to future
research on TID, and offers unique perspectives in investigating sign languages in general. Finally,
the intention is that the conversations within this volume will open up new discussions not only
within sign linguistics, but also in other related fields such as cognitive science.

table in sign language: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis Cokely,
1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL
stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.

table in sign language: Knack American Sign Language Suzie Chafin, 2009-08-04 Knack
American Sign Language combines 400 full-color photos and topic-specific information in a
step-by-step layout, it covers everything from letters and numbers to the nuances of sign-language
conversation.

table in sign language: British Sign Language Margaret Deuchar, 2013-06-17 This first
linguistic study of British Sign Language is written for students of linguistics, for deaf and hearing
sign language researchers, for teachers and social workers for the deaf. The author cross-refers to
American Sign Language, which has usually been more extensively studied by linguists, and
compares the two languages.

table in sign language: Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language
Scott K. Liddell, 2003-03-13 In sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward
things or can be meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. This obligatory part of fluent
grammatical signing has no parallel in vocally produced languages. This book focuses on American
Sign Language to examine the grammatical and conceptual purposes served by these directional
signs. It guides the reader through ASL grammar, the different categories of directional signs, the
types of spatial representations signs are directed toward, how such spatial conceptions can be
represented in mental space theory, and the conceptual purposes served by these signs. The book
demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and gesture in the service of constructing
meaning. These results also suggest that our concept of 'language’ has been much too narrow and
that a more comprehensive look at vocally produced languages will reveal the same integration of
gestural, gradient, and symbolic elements.

table in sign language: American Sign Language for Beginners: Jonathan K. Hari, 2025-06-24
American Sign Language for Beginners Unlock the world of nonverbal communication with this
comprehensive guide to American Sign Language (ASL). Whether you're looking to connect with the
Deaf community, expand your communication skills, or explore a rich and expressive language, this
book provides the perfect starting point for learners of all levels. Inside This Book, You'll Discover:
Introduction to American Sign Language The ASL Alphabet: Fingerspelling Made Easy Basic
Greetings and Common Phrases Numbers and Counting in ASL Family, Friends, and Relationships
Vocabulary Deaf Culture and Etiquette Tips for Practicing ASL Daily This book goes beyond
memorizing signs—it delves into the grammar, structure, and cultural significance of ASL, making
your learning journey both practical and immersive. Each chapter is designed to help you build
confidence in signing, so you can engage in meaningful conversations with ease. If you've ever



wanted to learn a new language in a visual and engaging way, this book is your gateway to fluency.
Scroll Up and Grab Your Copy Today!

table in sign language: American Sign Language and Sign Systems Ronnie Bring Wilbur, 1979

table in sign language: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, Bencie Woll,
2012-08-31 Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the linguistic
investigation of spoken languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely, questions that
sign language linguists consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked them yet -
should also be asked of spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to provide a
concise and comprehensive overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It includes
44 chapters, written by leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language typology,
sign language grammar, psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, sociolinguistics, and language
documentation and transcription. Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them
accessible to linguists who are not familiar with sign language linguistics.

table in sign language: Linguistic Legitimacy and Social Justice Timothy Reagan,
2019-02-28 This book examines the nature of human language and the ideology of linguistic
legitimacy - the common set of beliefs about language differences that leads to the rejection of some
language varieties and the valorization of others. It investigates a broad range of case studies of
languages and dialects which have for various reasons been considered 'low-status' including:
African American English, Spanglish, American Sign Language, Yiddish, Esperanto and other
constructed languages, indigenous languages in post-colonial neo-European societies, and Afrikaans
and related language issues in South Africa. Further, it discusses the implications of the ideology of
linguistic legitimacy for the teaching and learning of foreign languages in the US. Written in a clear
and accessible style, this book provides a readable and pedagogically useful tool to help readers
comprehend the nature of human language, and the ways in which attitudes about human language
can have either positive or negative consequences for communities and their languages. It will be of
particular interest to language teachers and teacher educators, as well as students and scholars of
applied linguistics, intercultural communication, minority languages and language extinction.

table in sign language: Sign Language Research Ceil Lucas, 1990 The second international
conference on sign language research, hosted by Gallaudet University, yielded critical findings in
vital linguistic disciplines -- phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, language acquisition
and psycholinguistics. Sign Language Research brings together in a fully synthesized volume the
work of 24 of the researchers invited to this important gathering. Scholars from Belgium to India,
from Finland to Uganda, and from Japan to the United States, exchanged the latest developments in
sign language research worldwide. Now, the results of their findings are in this comprehensive
volume complete with illustrations and photographs.

table in sign language: Smart Cyber Physical Systems Ramesh Chandra Poonia, Sugam
Sharma, Ibrahim A. Hameed, Kamal Upreti, 2025-07-13 This book discusses the outcome of the
ICSCPS 2024 conference proceedings which provide a comprehensive exploration of Smart
Cyber-Physical Systems (CPS), delivering deep into the intersection of the physical and digital
worlds. The book is a must-read for researchers, engineers, students, and professionals seeking to
understand and harness the power of CPS in today's technology-driven landscape. This conference's
main topics encompass CPS's foundational principles, from mathematical modeling and control
theory to real-time systems and cyber-security. It unravels the intricacies of sensors and actuators,
shedding light on their design and applications in various domains. With a focus on communication
and networks, readers will gain insights into the critical aspects of data exchange and connectivity
in CPS, including wireless communication, IoT integration, and network security.

table in sign language: Nonmanuals in Sign Language Annika Herrmann, Markus
Steinbach, 2013-06-20 In addition to the hands, sign languages make extensive use of nonmanual
articulators such as the body, head, and face to convey linguistic information. This collected volume
focuses on the forms and functions of nonmanuals in sign languages. The articles discuss various
aspects of specific nonmanual markers in different sign languages and enhance the fact that



nonmanuals are an essential part of sign language grammar. Approaching the topic from empirical,
theoretical, and computational perspectives, the book is of special interest to sign language
researchers, typologists, and theoretical as well as computational linguists that are curious about
language and modality. The articles investigate phenomena such as mouth gestures, agreement,
negation, topicalization, and semantic operators, and discuss general topics such as language and
modality, simultaneity, computer animation, and the interfaces between syntax, semantics, and
prosody.Originally published in Sign Language & Linguistics 14:1 (2011)

table in sign language: Discovering the Silent Dance: Exploring the Linguistics of
American Sign Language Pasquale De Marco, Unlock the secrets of a language that transcends
words and speaks through graceful movements of the hands and body. Discovering the Silent Dance:
Exploring the Linguistics of American Sign Language invites you to embark on a captivating journey
into the heart of American Sign Language (ASL), a vibrant and expressive language that has
enriched the lives of Deaf communities across the United States for generations. In this meticulously
crafted exploration, we delve deep into the world of ASL linguistics. From its intriguing history and
evolution to the nuances of its syntax, phonology, and semantics, every chapter unveils a new layer
of understanding. Our journey begins with the roots of ASL, tracing its path through time and
celebrating its resilience as a living language. We venture into the intricate dance of ASL
morphology, where signs take shape with elegance and precision. Discovering the Silent Dance
celebrates the diversity of ASL, shedding light on regional variations and the artistry of Deaf
storytelling, poetry, drama, and comedy. Delve into the fascinating role of space in ASL, where
signing is as much about where you sign as how you sign. Explore the fascinating interplay between
ASL and English in bilingual communities and the promising future of sign language technology.
This book is not just for linguists but for anyone intrigued by the beauty of visual language. Whether
you are a member of the Deaf community, a student of linguistics, or simply curious about the world
of sign language, you'll find Discovering the Silent Dance to be an engaging and enlightening
companion. Through its pages, you'll come to appreciate ASL not just as a mode of communication
but as a cultural treasure. Discovering the Silent Dance is your gateway to a world where words
need no sound, and every gesture tells a story. Join us in celebrating the intricate linguistic tapestry
of American Sign Language and uncover the poetry of the silent dance that speaks volumes. If you
like this book, write a review!

table in sign language: The Phonology of Shanghai Sign Language Jisheng Zhang, Yanhong
Wu, Shengyun Gu, Feng Yang, Yin’er Zhu, Jeroen van de Weijer, 2024-09-02 Applying the framework
of the Prosodic Model to naturalistic data, this book presents a systematic study of the phonological
structure of Shanghai Sign Language (SHSL). It examines the handshape inventory of SHSL in terms
of its underlying featural specifications, phonetic realization and phonological processes such as
assimilation, epenthesis, deletion, coalescence, non-dominant hand spread and weak drop. The
authors define the role of the prosodic hierarchy in SHSL and analyze the linguistic functions of
non-manual markers. This systematic investigation not only contributes to our understanding of
SHSL itself, but also informs typological research on sign languages in the world.

table in sign language: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research, Volume 2 Susan
D. Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1991-06-25 The recent recognition of sign languages as legitimate human
languages has opened up new and unique ways for both theoretical and applied psycholinguistics
and language acquisition have begun to demonstrate the universality of language acquisition,
comprehension, and production processes across a wide variety of modes of communication. As a
result, many language practitioners, teachers, and clinicians have begun to examine the role of sign
language in the education of the deaf as well as in language intervention for atypical,
language-delayed populations. This collection, edited by Patricia Siple and Susan D. Fischer, brings
together theoretically important contributions from both basic research and applied settings. The
studies include native sign language acquisition; acquisition and processing of sign language
through a single mode under widely varying conditions; acquisition and processing of bimodal
(speech and sign) input; and the use of sign language with atypical, autistic, and mentally retarded



groups. All the chapters in this collection of state-of-the-art research address one or more issues
related to universality of language processes, language plasticity, and the relative contributions of
biology and input to language acquisition and use.

table in sign language: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle, James Kyle, Bencie Woll, 1988-02-26 The
discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf community is very recent indeed. This book
provides a study of the communication and culture of deaf people, and particularly of the deaf
community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists, linguists and
professionals working with deaf people about the rich language the deaf have developed for
themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands and of the eyes, of abstract
communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the history of
sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the language acquisition of deaf
children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come into existence, change
over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken languages
and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign language learning from a
psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a consideration of the
applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious field of education. There is
still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community, but the authors have
succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers can build, from which
professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people, and from which
hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their children's world.

table in sign language: The Signs of Language Revisited Karen Emmorey, Harlan L. Lane,
2013-04-15 The burgeoning of research on signed language during the last two decades has had a
major influence on several disciplines concerned with mind and language, including linguistics,
neuroscience, cognitive psychology, child language acquisition, sociolinguistics, bilingualism, and
deaf education. The genealogy of this research can be traced to a remarkable degree to a single pair
of scholars, Ursula Bellugi and Edward Klima, who have conducted their research on signed
language and educated scores of scholars in the field since the early 1970s. The Signs of Language
Revisited has three major objectives: * presenting the latest findings and theories of leading
scientists in numerous specialties from language acquisition in children to literacy and deaf people; *
taking stock of the distance scholarship has come in a given field, where we are now, and where we
should be headed; and * acknowledging and articulating the intellectual debt of the authors to
Bellugi and Klima--in some cases through personal reminiscences. Thus, this book is also a document
in the sociology and history of science.

table in sign language: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research, Volume 1 Susan D.
Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1990-11-19 Only recently has linguistic research recognized sign languages
as legitimate human languages with properties analogous to those cataloged for French or Navajo,
for example. There are many different sign languages, which can be analyzed on a variety of
levels—phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics—in the same way as spoken
languages. Yet the recognition that not all of the principles established for spoken languages hold
for sign languages has made sign languages a crucial testing ground for linguistic theory. Edited by
Susan Fischer and Patricia Siple, this collection is divided into four sections, reflecting the
traditional core areas of phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Although most of the
contributions consider American Sign Language (ASL), five treat sign languages unrelated to ASL,
offering valuable perspectives on sign universals. Since some of these languages or systems are only
recently established, they provide a window onto the evolution and growth of sign languages.
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ASL Language Table (Princeton University2y) American Sign Language Table @Frist 7:30pm every
Thursday All are welcome! We hope to promote and encourage, amongst its members and the
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