
take care of business nina simone lyrics

take care of business nina simone lyrics represent a significant piece in understanding the
artistry and message of one of the most influential musicians in American history. Nina Simone’s
music is renowned for its deep emotional resonance, powerful storytelling, and social commentary.
The phrase "take care of business" in relation to her lyrics encapsulates themes of self-
empowerment, responsibility, and resilience, which often permeate her work. This article delves into
the meaning behind these lyrics, explores their cultural context, and examines how they fit within
Nina Simone’s broader discography. Additionally, the article discusses the lyrical content, musical
style, and the impact of this work on audiences and artists alike. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of why "take care of business" in Nina Simone’s lyrics remains relevant and inspiring
today.
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Understanding the Lyrics of "Take Care of Business"

The phrase "take care of business" in Nina Simone’s lyrics is more than a casual expression; it
embodies a call to action and self-determination. The lyrics encourage listeners to be proactive, to
handle their responsibilities with determination, and to overcome obstacles through personal
agency. Nina Simone’s poignant delivery and unique phrasing enhance the significance of these
words, inviting reflection on the importance of accountability in both personal and social contexts.

Literal and Figurative Meaning

Literally, "take care of business" suggests managing one's affairs or duties effectively. Figuratively,
it symbolizes empowerment, resilience, and the pursuit of justice, themes that Nina Simone
frequently addressed in her work. The lyrics often serve as a motivational mantra, urging individuals
to take control of their lives and circumstances despite challenges.



Key Lines and Their Significance

Several lines within the lyrics highlight the urgency and determination needed to "take care of
business." Phrases emphasizing strength, perseverance, and focus reveal the depth of Nina Simone’s
commitment to encouraging self-reliance and social responsibility. These key lines resonate strongly
with audiences navigating adversity.

Thematic Analysis of Nina Simone’s Message

Nina Simone’s exploration of themes such as empowerment, social justice, and personal
responsibility is central to understanding the phrase "take care of business" within her lyrics. These
themes reflect her broader mission as an artist who used music as a platform to inspire change and
to speak truth to power.

Empowerment and Self-Determination

The lyrics convey a powerful message of empowerment, urging listeners to take charge of their lives
and destinies. This theme aligns with Nina Simone’s own life story and activism, where self-
determination was both a personal philosophy and a call to her audience.

Social and Political Undertones

Beyond personal empowerment, the lyrics often carry social and political undertones, addressing
systemic issues and encouraging collective action. "Take care of business" becomes a metaphor for
fighting injustice and advocating for equality, consistent with Simone’s role as a civil rights activist.

Nina Simone’s Musical Style and Influence

Understanding the musical backdrop of "take care of business nina simone lyrics" requires
examining Nina Simone’s distinctive style, which blends jazz, blues, classical, and soul. Her ability to
convey complex emotions through her voice and piano playing enhances the impact of her lyrics.

Fusion of Genres

Nina Simone’s music defies easy categorization, merging different genres to create a sound that is
uniquely hers. This fusion allows the lyrics to resonate on multiple levels, appealing to diverse
audiences and adding layers of meaning to the message to "take care of business."



Vocal Delivery and Emotional Expression

Simone’s vocal delivery is marked by its emotional intensity and nuance, which brings depth to the
lyrics. Her phrasing, tone, and dynamics emphasize the urgency and sincerity behind the call to
action embedded in the song.

Contextual Background and Historical Significance

The phrase "take care of business" in Nina Simone’s repertoire must be understood within the
historical and cultural context of the periods during which she was active. Her music often reflected
the struggles and aspirations of the African American community amid the civil rights movement and
societal transformation.

Era of Social Change

Nina Simone’s career spanned decades marked by significant social upheaval. The lyrics advocating
to "take care of business" were not only personal but also resonated with broader societal calls for
justice, equality, and empowerment.

Influence of Personal Experiences

Simone’s personal experiences with discrimination, activism, and artistic expression profoundly
influenced her songwriting. The determination to "take care of business" mirrors her own resilience
and commitment to using her platform for change.

Impact and Legacy of "Take Care of Business" Lyrics

The lasting impact of the message encapsulated in "take care of business nina simone lyrics" is
evident in how it continues to inspire artists, activists, and listeners worldwide. The lyrics serve as a
timeless reminder of the power of music to motivate and mobilize.

Influence on Contemporary Artists

Many contemporary musicians and performers cite Nina Simone’s work as foundational to their
artistry. The themes of empowerment and responsibility in her lyrics have been echoed and
reinterpreted across genres and generations.



Resonance with Modern Audiences

The call to "take care of business" remains relevant as a motivational and social message. Modern
audiences find inspiration in the lyrics’ emphasis on agency and resilience amid ongoing social and
personal challenges.

Empowerment through music and lyrics

Promotion of social justice and equality

Inspiration for activism and personal growth

Enduring appeal across diverse demographics

Integration into cultural and educational discussions

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind 'Take Care of Business' by Nina
Simone?
The song 'Take Care of Business' by Nina Simone emphasizes self-reliance and empowerment,
urging listeners to handle their responsibilities and challenges confidently.

Are the lyrics of 'Take Care of Business' by Nina Simone
available online?
Yes, the lyrics to 'Take Care of Business' by Nina Simone can be found on various lyric websites and
platforms dedicated to her music.

Who wrote the lyrics for 'Take Care of Business' performed by
Nina Simone?
The song 'Take Care of Business' was written by Nina Simone herself, showcasing her talent as both
a singer and songwriter.

What genre does 'Take Care of Business' by Nina Simone
belong to?
'Take Care of Business' by Nina Simone falls under the genres of jazz, blues, and soul, reflecting her
distinctive musical style.



How does 'Take Care of Business' reflect Nina Simone's
activism?
The song's lyrics encourage taking control and responsibility, which aligns with Nina Simone's
broader themes of empowerment and social justice in her activism.

Is 'Take Care of Business' a popular song in Nina Simone's
discography?
While not as widely known as some of her hits, 'Take Care of Business' is appreciated by fans for its
strong message and soulful delivery.

Can I find live performances of 'Take Care of Business' by
Nina Simone?
Yes, there are live recordings and videos of Nina Simone performing 'Take Care of Business'
available on platforms like YouTube and music streaming services.

How do the lyrics of 'Take Care of Business' inspire listeners?
The lyrics motivate listeners to be proactive, confident, and resilient in facing life's challenges,
encouraging a mindset of personal accountability and strength.

Additional Resources
1. "The Life and Lyrics of Nina Simone"
This book delves into the powerful words and soulful music of Nina Simone, exploring the themes
and messages behind her iconic songs like "Take Care of Business." It provides readers with an
insightful look into her life, struggles, and the social issues she championed through her music. The
author analyzes the lyrical depth and emotional intensity that made Simone a voice for civil rights
and personal empowerment.

2. "Songwriting as Activism: Nina Simone’s Legacy"
Focusing on Nina Simone's role as a musical activist, this book examines how her lyrics served as a
tool for social change. It breaks down songs including "Take Care of Business," highlighting how
Simone used her platform to address injustice and inspire resilience. Readers will find a blend of
musicology and history that connects Simone’s artistry to broader cultural movements.

3. "Empowerment Through Music: Lessons from Nina Simone"
This book explores how Nina Simone's empowering lyrics, such as those in "Take Care of Business,"
continue to inspire confidence and self-reliance. It offers practical advice and motivational insights
drawn from her music, encouraging readers to embrace strength in adversity. The narrative also
touches on the importance of self-care and determination in personal and professional life.

4. "Nina Simone: The Voice of a Generation"
Highlighting Nina Simone's impact on music and society, this biography details her journey from
classical pianist to legendary jazz and soul singer. The book pays special attention to her lyrical



themes, including those in "Take Care of Business," showcasing how she blended personal
experience with universal messages. It’s a tribute to her enduring influence on artists and activists
alike.

5. "Lyrics and Legacy: Understanding Nina Simone’s Artistry"
This analytical work focuses on the poetic and musical qualities of Nina Simone’s lyrics, with "Take
Care of Business" as a case study. The author explores how Simone’s words reflect her complex
identity and socio-political views. The book is ideal for readers interested in the intersection of
music, poetry, and history.

6. "Take Care of Business: The Nina Simone Approach to Success"
Inspired by the song, this book translates Nina Simone’s message into practical strategies for
achieving success in business and life. It discusses themes of perseverance, passion, and
authenticity drawn from Simone’s lyrics and life story. Readers can learn how to apply her bold
attitude to overcome obstacles and lead with confidence.

7. "The Feminine Power in Nina Simone’s Music"
Examining the feminist undertones in songs like "Take Care of Business," this book explores how
Nina Simone challenged gender norms through her music. It highlights her role as a trailblazer for
women’s empowerment in the male-dominated music industry. The text also discusses how her lyrics
continue to resonate with listeners seeking strength and independence.

8. "Cultural Conversations: Nina Simone and Social Justice"
This book situates Nina Simone’s lyrics in the context of the civil rights movement and ongoing
social justice efforts. It analyzes "Take Care of Business" among other songs to illustrate how
Simone communicated messages of resistance and hope. Readers interested in music as a form of
protest will find this book deeply enriching.

9. "From Lyrics to Legacy: The Enduring Impact of Nina Simone"
Tracing the lasting influence of Nina Simone’s work, this book considers how her songs, including
"Take Care of Business," have inspired generations of musicians and activists. It explores the
cultural and emotional power of her lyrics and the ways they continue to shape conversations about
identity and justice. The book is a celebration of Simone’s artistic genius and social commitment.
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  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Nina Simone David Brun-Lambert, 2009 'I will die
at 70 because afterwards there is nothing but pain.' And sure enough Nina Simone was 70 years old
when she died in the South of France after a lifetime's quest for serenity, which forever eluded her.
Born Eunice Kathleen Waymon in North Carolina at the tail-end of the Great Depression, she was a
precocious child with dreams of becoming the first black classical soloist, but was rejected by an
elite New York conservatoire − she always believed it was because of the colour of her skin. She
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began performing jazz, blues and classical songs in a bar to fund her studies, taking the stage name
Nina Simone in 1954 to prevent her mother finding out she was playing 'the devil's music'. In 1958
her rendition of the Gershwin standard 'I Loves You Porgy' became her only US Top 40 hit, and her
subsequent debut album Little Girl Blue was a success. Her passionate belief in racial equality and
civil rights saw her become increasingly radicalised in the 1960s, addressing the issue on record and
on stage in songs such as 'Mississippi Goddam' and her version of 'Strange Fruit'. She went into
self-imposed exile from America in 1970, settling in Barbados and then France. Nina Simone
recorded over 40 albums, wrote some of the best-known popular songs in the canon and gave
concerts described as quasi-religious experiences. This is the first biography to tell her whole
extraordinary story. David Brun-Lambert is a highly regarded French writer and broadcaster.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Princess Noire Nadine Cohodas, 2012-02-01 Born
Eunice Waymon in Tryon, North Carolina, Nina Simone (1933-2003) began her musical life playing
classical piano. A child prodigy, she wanted a career on the concert stage, but when the Curtis
Institute of Music rejected her, the devastating disappointment compelled her to change direction.
She turned to popular music and jazz but never abandoned her classical roots or her intense
ambition. By the age of twenty six, Simone had sung at New York City's venerable Town Hall and
was on her way. Tapping into newly unearthed material on Simone's family and career, Nadine
Cohodas paints a luminous portrait of the singer, highlighting her tumultuous life, her innovative
compositions, and the prodigious talent that matched her ambition. With precision and empathy,
Cohodas weaves the story of Simone's contentious relationship with audiences and critics, her
outspoken support for civil rights, her two marriages and her daughter, and, later, the sense of
alienation that drove her to live abroad from 1993 until her death. Alongside these threads runs a
more troubling one: Simone's increasing outbursts of rage and pain that signaled mental illness and
a lifelong struggle to overcome a deep sense of personal injustice.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress.
Copyright Office, 1968
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Catalog of Copyright Entries, Third Series ,
1967 The record of each copyright registration listed in the Catalog includes a description of the
work copyrighted and data relating to the copyright claim (the name of the copyright claimant as
given in the application for registration, the copyright date, the copyright registration number, etc.).
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Texas Blues Alan B. Govenar, 2008-10-09 Texas
Blues allows artists to speak in their own words, revealing the dynamics of blues, from its
beginnings in cotton fields and shotgun shacks to its migration across boundaries of age and race to
seize the musical imagination of the entire world. Fully illustrated with 495 dramatic, high-quality
color and black-and-white photographs—many never before published—Texas Blues provides
comprehensive and authoritative documentation of a musical tradition that has changed
contemporary music. Award-winning documentary filmmaker and author Alan Govenar here builds
on his previous groundbreaking work documenting these musicians and their style with the stories
of 110 of the most influential artists and their times. From Blind Lemon Jefferson and Aaron
“T-Bone” Walker of Dallas, to Delbert McClinton in Fort Worth, Sam “Lightnin’” Hopkins in East
Texas, Baldemar (Freddie Fender) Huerta in South Texas, and Stevie Ray Vaughan in Austin, Texas
Blues shows the who, what, where, and how of blues in the Lone Star State.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: The Art and Business of Songwriting Larry D.
Batiste, 2024 In this valuable resource guide for both beginners and professionals, veteran
songwriter, producer, arranger, vocalist, music director, and educator Larry D. Batiste shares
practical advice and tips from his decades of experience in ways that are bound to help all readers
improve their songwriting skills. Through this book, readers will learn the craft of professional
songwriting, including the ins-and-outs of song structure, lyric and melody writing, and the essential
elements of a hit song. From the start, Batiste incorporates exercises to help songwriters strike upon
ideas for song titles, concepts, and stories that will appeal to their audience. He also discusses
critical business aspects of songwriting, such as copyrighting, publishing, royalties, networking, and



digital media. In addition to the fundamentals, the reader will learn how to build their songwriting
career, generate income, build an online community and fanbase, release music independently,
expertly place their songs, and navigate the world of digital music. Throughout the book are
interviews with iconic songwriters and producers such as Peter Asher, Lamont Dozier, and Narada
Michael Walden, as well as independent recording artists, including Fantastic Negrito, a winner of
multiple Grammy Awards, and Meklit Hadero. Understanding the artistic and business aspects of
songwriting is essential for a successful career in the music industry. The Art and Business of
Songwriting can be applied to every genre of popular music and is written to encourage, motivate,
and unlock the idiosyncrasies of the business for music professionals as much as for beginners.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series Library
of Congress. Copyright Office, 1967
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1967
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Billboard , 1965-08-14 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Francine's Spectacular Crash and Burn Renee
Swindle, 2025-04-15 Francine Stevenson's chance encounter with a ten-year-old who shows up at
her doorstep after her mother's sudden death spirals into an adventure for the ages Francine
Stevenson gets more than she bargained for when she rescues ten-year-old Davie from a group of
bullies clamoring to snatch his beloved iPad. From that day forward the puzzlingly direct boy
continues to show up at her door until the two develop a unique understanding. Their Pixar movie
nights and Davie’s random Steve Jobs factoids slowly work to soothe the ache of her mother’s recent
passing. When Francine learns Davie is in foster care, she decides to introduce herself to his foster
parents who she can’t help but judge for allowing the kid to spend evenings with a literal stranger.
To Francine’s surprise Davie’s foster mother is none other than Jeanette, her fiery high school crush.
Their reintroduction forces Francine to face her severely single reality. And hearing her dreaded old
nickname brings up long-buried issues she never dreamed of confronting. Tired of being used by the
women she meets on dating apps, Francine grows closer to the very-married Jeanette, until all her
other priorities begin to cloud over, and Davie is only on the periphery of her mind. After a
consecutive string of bad choices, Francine is left wondering how to free herself from an incredibly
hot but toxic entanglement, as she works to become the kind of person Davie can depend on. What
follows is a tumultuous journey of self-discovery told by one of the zaniest voices in fiction. A tale of
found family and hijinks, Francine’s Spectacular Crash and Burn will wiggle deep into even the most
resistant hearts.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Stereo Review , 1971
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: The New Rolling Stone Album Guide Nathan
Brackett, Christian David Hoard, 2004 Publisher Description
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Hi Fi/stereo Review , 1966-07
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Billboard , 1942-08-01 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: The New York Times Magazine , 2008
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Ebony , 2003-01 EBONY is the flagship magazine
of Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Billboard , 1961-01-30 In its 114th year, Billboard



remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Black Music & Jazz Review , 1981-05
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Time , 2005
  take care of business nina simone lyrics: Billboard , 1968-01-20 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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