tamil nadu political parties

tamil nadu political parties have played a significant role in shaping the
socio-economic and cultural landscape of the southern Indian state. Known for
its vibrant and dynamic political environment, Tamil Nadu has a rich history
of political activism, regionalism, and ideological diversity. The state's
political scene is dominated by regional parties that emphasize Tamil
identity, social justice, and economic development. Over the decades, these
parties have influenced not only state governance but also national politics.
This article provides an in-depth exploration of the major tamil nadu
political parties, their origins, ideologies, and impact on the political
fabric of the state. Additionally, it covers the electoral dynamics, key
leaders, and the evolving nature of party politics in Tamil Nadu.
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Major Political Parties in Tamil Nadu

The political landscape of Tamil Nadu is predominantly characterized by a few
major regional parties that have consistently influenced electoral outcomes
and governance. The state’s party system is unique due to the dominance of
Dravidian parties, which focus on regional pride and social justice.
Alongside these, national parties also maintain a presence but with
relatively less influence compared to the regional forces.

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)

The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) is one of the foremost and oldest
political parties in Tamil Nadu. Founded in 1949 by C.N. Annadurai, DMK
emerged from the Dravidian movement and champions Tamil nationalism, social
equality, and secularism. The party has been instrumental in implementing
social welfare programs and promoting Tamil language and culture. The DMK has
ruled the state multiple times and remains a key player in both state and
national politics.



All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK)

Formed in 1972 by M.G. Ramachandran after splitting from the DMK, the AIADMK
quickly rose to prominence as a rival Dravidian party. Known for its populist
policies and welfare schemes, AIADMK has maintained a strong voter base
across Tamil Nadu. The party has been led by prominent leaders like MGR and
Jayalalithaa, both of whom have left a lasting legacy. AIADMK's political
influence continues to be significant in the state’s governance and
elections.

Other Regional and National Parties

Besides DMK and AIADMK, several other parties contribute to Tamil Nadu's
political diversity. These include:

e Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (MDMK) — A splinter group from
DMK focusing on Tamil nationalism.

e Desiya Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam (DMDK) — Founded by actor Vijayakanth,
it appeals to a segment of youth voters.

e Indian National Congress (INC) — Although historically significant, it
holds a minor role in current Tamil Nadu politics.

e Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) — The national ruling party with limited
but growing presence in the state.

Historical Background of Tamil Nadu Politics

Tamil Nadu’s political history is deeply intertwined with the Dravidian
movement, which challenged the dominance of the Congress party and advocated
for the rights and identity of Tamil people. The movement began in the early
20th century with social reformers and evolved into political activism that
shaped the state’s governance structure.

Pre-Independence Political Climate

Before India’s independence, the Madras Presidency, which included present-
day Tamil Nadu, was a hotbed for social reform and political consciousness.
Leaders like Periyar E.V. Ramasamy promoted the Self-Respect Movement, aiming
to eradicate caste discrimination and promote rationalism. This laid the
foundation for the emergence of Dravidian political parties that would later
dominate the state.



Post-Independence Developments

After 1947, the Indian National Congress initially held sway in Tamil Nadu,
but the rise of regional parties like DMK in the 1950s and 1960s shifted the
political balance. The DMK's victory in the 1967 state elections marked the
beginning of Dravidian dominance, ending Congress’s long-standing control.
This period also witnessed the rise of AIADMK, further intensifying political
competition.

Key Ideologies and Political Movements

The political ideologies of tamil nadu political parties are largely shaped
by regional identity, social justice, secularism, and economic development.
The Dravidian ideology, which forms the basis of most regional parties,
emphasizes Tamil pride, language preservation, and the upliftment of
marginalized communities.

Dravidian Ideology

At the core of tamil nadu political parties like DMK and AIADMK is the
Dravidian ideology. It challenges Brahminical dominance, promotes social
equality, and advocates for Tamil cultural pride. This ideology has
influenced policies related to education, language, and welfare, shaping the
state’s unique political culture.

Social Justice and Welfare

Social justice remains a fundamental theme in Tamil Nadu politics. Political
parties implement various welfare schemes aimed at improving the lives of
backward classes, scheduled castes, and economically disadvantaged groups.
These measures include subsidized food programs, education scholarships, and
healthcare initiatives.

Secularism and Linguistic Identity

Maintaining secular governance while promoting Tamil language and culture is
a balancing act for tamil nadu political parties. The emphasis on linguistic
identity helps preserve regional heritage, while secularism ensures
inclusivity across diverse communities.

Electoral Trends and Political Influence

The electoral politics of Tamil Nadu is marked by vibrant competition,
coalitions, and high voter turnout. The state’s electorate is known for its



political awareness and engagement, making elections highly contested events.

Voting Patterns and Alliances

Voting patterns in Tamil Nadu often reflect allegiance to Dravidian parties,
with occasional influence from national parties through alliances. Both DMK
and AIADMK form strategic coalitions with smaller parties to consolidate vote
banks. These alliances are crucial in determining electoral outcomes in both
state assembly and parliamentary elections.

Impact on National Politics

Tamil Nadu’s political parties, especially DMK and AIADMK, exert considerable
influence on national politics due to their parliamentary representation and
coalition participation. Their support is often sought in forming central
governments, making the state a key player in India's federal political
system.

Emerging Political Parties and Future Outlook

While the political scene in Tamil Nadu has been dominated by a few major
parties, emerging political groups and changing demographics are gradually
reshaping the landscape. New players seek to address contemporary issues such
as youth employment, environmental concerns, and technology-driven
development.

New Political Entrants

Several smaller parties and independent movements have gained attention by
addressing niche voter groups and regional concerns. These include parties
focused on youth, urban voters, and specific caste or community interests.
Their rise indicates a diversification of political choices available to
Tamil Nadu’s electorate.

Challenges and Prospects

The future of tamil nadu political parties will depend on their ability to
adapt to changing socio-economic realities, maintain voter trust, and address
emerging challenges. Issues like digital governance, economic modernization,
and social equity will shape policy priorities and party strategies in the
coming years.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major political parties in Tamil Nadu?

The major political parties in Tamil Nadu are the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), ALl India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), along with other regional and national parties.

Who is the current Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and
which party do they belong to?

As of 2024, M.K. Stalin is the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and he belongs to
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK).

What is the political ideology of the DMK party in
Tamil Nadu?

The DMK (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) follows a Dravidian ideology focusing on
social welfare, secularism, and Tamil nationalism.

How has the AIADMK influenced Tamil Nadu politics
historically?

The AIADMK, founded by M.G. Ramachandran, has played a significant role in
Tamil Nadu politics by alternating power with DMK since the 1970s, promoting
populist welfare schemes and development policies.

What role does the BJP play in Tamil Nadu politics
currently?

The BJP is a smaller player in Tamil Nadu compared to DMK and AIADMK but is
trying to expand its presence through alliances and campaigning on national
issues.

Are there any emerging political parties in Tamil
Nadu gaining popularity?

Yes, newer parties like the Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK) and Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK) have been gaining some traction, especially among
specific communities and youth voters.

How do regional parties in Tamil Nadu impact
national elections?

Regional parties like DMK and AIADMK often play kingmaker roles in national
elections by forming alliances with national parties and influencing Lok



Sabha seat distributions from Tamil Nadu.

What are the key issues driving political campaigns
in Tamil Nadu recently?

Key issues include economic development, unemployment, social justice,
language and cultural identity, infrastructure improvement, and welfare
schemes.

How has caste influenced Tamil Nadu political
parties and elections?

Caste plays a significant role in Tamil Nadu politics, with parties and
candidates often seeking support from dominant caste groups and forming
social coalitions to secure votes.

Additional Resources

1. The Politics of Tamil Nadu: A Historical Overview

This book provides a comprehensive history of Tamil Nadu's political
landscape from the pre-independence era to modern times. It explores the rise
of major political parties and their influence on the state's socio-economic
development. The author delves into the role of caste, language, and regional
identity in shaping political allegiances.

2. Dravidian Movement and Tamil Nadu Politics

Focusing on the Dravidian movement, this book examines how it transformed
Tamil Nadu's political scene. It discusses the emergence of parties like DMK
and AIADMK, highlighting their ideologies and electoral strategies. The
narrative also covers the impact of Dravidian politics on Tamil culture and
governance.

3. AIADMK: The Rise and Reign

This title offers an in-depth analysis of the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK) party. It traces its origins under M.G. Ramachandran and
later leadership under J. Jayalalithaa. The book evaluates the party’s
policies, leadership style, and contributions to Tamil Nadu's political and
social fabric.

4. DMK and the Politics of Tamil Identity

This book explores the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) party’s role in
promoting Tamil identity and social justice. It discusses key political
developments, electoral battles, and the party’s stance on language and
federalism. The work highlights DMK'’s influence on state and national
politics.

5. Coalitions and Conflicts: Tamil Nadu’s Political Alliances
This book investigates the complex web of political alliances in Tamil Nadu,



focusing on coalition governments and electoral partnerships. It analyzes how
various parties have collaborated or conflicted to shape the state's
governance. The study also looks at the impact of national parties on
regional politics.

6. The Role of Caste in Tamil Nadu Politics

Highlighting the interplay between caste and politics, this book examines how
caste dynamics influence party formation and voter behavior in Tamil Nadu. It
provides case studies of prominent caste-based parties and their political
strategies. The author also discusses efforts to transcend caste barriers in
the political arena.

7. Tamil Nadu Political Parties and Economic Development

This book assesses the relationship between political party policies and
economic growth in Tamil Nadu. It reviews initiatives taken by different
parties to promote industrialization, agriculture, and social welfare. The
analysis includes the successes and challenges faced by governments in
balancing politics and development.

8. Women in Tamil Nadu Politics: Leaders and Movements

Focusing on the participation of women in Tamil Nadu'’'s political parties,
this book highlights key female leaders and their contributions. It explores
gender dynamics within party structures and the broader political culture.
The narrative also covers movements advocating for women's rights and
representation.

9. Election Campaigns and Media in Tamil Nadu Politics

This book studies the role of media in shaping public opinion and election
campaigns in Tamil Nadu. It examines how parties use traditional and new
media platforms to reach voters. The work also analyzes the impact of media
coverage on electoral outcomes and political communication strategies.
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national parties.

tamil nadu political parties: Free Sample (Tamil Nadu & Old + New NCERT Digest Political
Science for UPSC & State PSC Civil Services Exams | NCERT Class VI - XII & TN Class X - XII | 30+
Hours Video | IAS Prelims & Mains ) Disha Experts, 2024-06-02 The 2nd Updated edition of Disha's
popular NCERT Digest Series is now more powerful than before with the integration of Tamil Nadu
Textbooks. This new edition Tamil Nadu & Old + New NCERT Digest Political Science for UPSC &
State PSC Civil Services Exam is a one of its kind book to Master basic concepts for UPSC CSE
exam. It is the First book ever to cover 100% concepts from both Old and New NCERT & Tamil Nadu
Textbooks in one Book, which means you won’t miss any concept if you study from this single
comprehensive resource. Additionally, the simplified presentation of concepts in One-Liner Format
and seamless integration of OLD & NEW NCERT along with Tamil Nadu textbook will enable you to
Read quickly, Learn easily, and Revise like a pro. One-liner theory is a proven method for easy and
sustained retention. A firm grasp on these concepts will greatly contribute to your success in the
exam. [J[] The most unique feature of the book is that it is a perfect mix of old + new NCERT & TN
Textbooks. It seamlessly combines all concepts from both old and new NCERT (clearly mentioning
the Class & Old/ New Book) which means that it offers 100% coverage of all concepts, chapters and
topics. (J] The book now covers complete syllabus from 6th to 12th NCERT books along with Class
10 - 12 TN Textbooks. [J] The book is classified into an integrated Standard Chapter-wise Plan where
a topic/ concept, that is covered in all these classes of the NCERT/ TN Books, is dealt with in a single
Chapter. [J[] All concepts are presented in One-Liner Format for easy and long retention. [J[] The book
is well-structured with headings and sub-headings to enable easy understanding and clarity of
concepts. [J[] This great resource is powered with a Video Course. There are 30+ hours of concept
videos to learn and revise on the go in an interesting way. [J[] The content is presented in simple,
lucid language with variety of examples for easy understanding. LEAP TO SUCCESS with Disha’s
NCERT Digest!

tamil nadu political parties: Indian Political Parties Annual, 2007 Mahendra Gaur, 2006
The Annual provides a chronicle of events in country's political affairs on a day-to-day basic and
covers all the 6 national and 33 regional parties recognised by the election commission of India.
Useful for party members political activists, media houses, libraries, political analysts, academicians
and scholars.

tamil nadu political parties: Dalits Empowerment in Tamil Nadu - A Historical
Perspectives Dr. R. Rajalakshmi and Dr. G. Yoganandham,

tamil nadu political parties: New Panchayati Raj in Tamil Nadu G. Palanithurai, 2003

tamil nadu political parties: DALITS EMPOWERMENT IN TAMIL NADU -
APPROACHERS, ASSESSMENT AND STRATEGIES Dr. K. Prabakaran, Dr. G. Yoganandham,
2019-06-27 Generally, the development involves mobilization of natural resources, augmentation of
trained manpower, capital and technical knowledge how and their utilization for the attainment of
constantly rising national goals, higher living standards and the change over from a traditional to a
modern society.

tamil nadu political parties: Historical Dictionary of the Tamils Vijaya Ramaswamy,
2017-08-25 The Tamils have an unbroken history of more than two thousand years. Tamil, the
language they speak, is one of the oldest living languages in the world. The only people comparable
to the Tamils in terms of their hoary past and vibrant present would be the Jews with one marked
difference. The Tamils have always had their homeland 'Tamilaham' (alternately pronounced and
spelt 'Tamizhaham') known today as Tamil Nadu which to them represents their mother and is
revered by them as 'Tamizh Tai' literally “Tamil Mother’. This is in striking contrast to the Jews who
have been through a long and arduous struggle to gain their homeland, a deeply contested site to
this day with Hebrewisation of Israel being a key marker of Jewish identity in the region. Tamils, by
contrast have a clear numerical majority in the region that now comprises Tamil Nadu and the
language unites rather than divides adherents of different faiths. The second edition of Historical
Dictionary of the Tamils contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The



dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics,
economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent resource for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the Tamils.

tamil nadu political parties: Dynamics of New Panchayati Raj System in India: Select
states G. Palanithurai, 2002 Rural Transformation undergoes a metamorphosis after the
introduction of new governance at grassroots through the 73rd Amendment to the Constitution of
India. Newly created institutions for governance have teething problems and yet they picked up
momentum in their dynamics. New concientization takes place in the minds of the people about their
role and responsibility and feverish socio-economic activities have been initiated by the institutions
and a new kind of relationship has been established between the State Government and the
grassroots institutions as established between the Central Government and State Government.
Problems which had not been so far noticed have come to the surface while deepening democracy in
the society. A new participatory culture comes to governance at the grassroots and thereby it
indicates that it would move towards the other realm of governance. Variety of institutions both
evolved and imposed over a period of time have come to synergise their activities for effective
delivery of services. Thus it seems the concept &€ governancea€™ provides a new meaning and
explanation as activities are centering around people by relegating the concept government to the
background. It does not mean that the process is smooth and positive. Decentralization process has
its own obstacles as it breaks many hurdles. Strategies have been evolved then and there to
overcome such obstacles and barriers and it moves towards the people to empower them. The whole
process of the transformation has been captured in this work from the experience of the provinces.
Key issues have been highlighted for further understanding of the dynamics of village voice. This
volume provides statewise outlook of the devolution of powers. It aims at providing analysis of the
performance of the institutions interms of the powers assigned to them.

tamil nadu political parties: Parties and Political Change in South Asia James
Chiriyankandath, 2016-04-14 Over the past seven decades and more political parties have become
an essential feature of the political landscape of the South Asian subcontinent, serving both as a
conduit and product of the tumultuous change the region has experienced. Yet they have not been
the focus of sustained scholarly attention. This collection focuses on different aspects of how major
parties have been agents of - and subject to - change in three South Asian states (India, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka), examining some of the apparent paradoxes of politics in the subcontinent and covering
issues such as gender, religion, patronage, clientelism, political recruitment and democratic
regression. Recurring themes are the importance of personalities (and the corresponding neglect of
institutionalisation) and the lack of pluralism in intraparty affairs, factors that render parties and
political systems vulnerable to degeneration. This book was published as a special issue of
Commonwealth and Comparative Politics.

tamil nadu political parties: The News Event Francis Cody, 2023-04-05 In the
hypermediated world of Tamil Nadu, Francis Cody studies how “news events” are made. Not merely
the act of representing events with words or images, a “news event” is the reciprocal relationship
between the events being reported in the news and the event of the news coverage itself. In The
News Event, Francis Cody focuses on how imaginaries of popular sovereignty have been remade
through the production and experience of such events. Political sovereignty is thoroughly mediated
by the production of news, and subjects invested in the idea of democracy are remarkably reflexive
about the role of publicly circulating images and texts in the very constitution of their subjectivity.
The law comes to stand as both a limit and positive condition in this process of event making, where
acts of legal and extralegal repression of publication can also become the stuff of news about news
makers. When the subjects of news inhabit multiple participant roles in the unfolding of public
events, when the very technologies of recording and circulating events themselves become news, the
act of representing a political event becomes difficult to disentangle from that of participating in it.
This, Cody argues, is the crisis of contemporary news making: the news can no longer claim
exteriority to the world on which it reports.



tamil nadu political parties: The Algebra of Warfare-Welfare Irfan Ahmad, Pralay Kanungo,
2018-12-24 Electoral democracy combines the ideas and practices of warfare and welfare, where
both work in tandem as near synonyms. India’s robust electoral democracy exemplifies this
combination in diverse forms. Critically analysing the 2014 Parliamentary elections beyond the
seduction of immediacy and bare cold statistics, this book puts human subjectivity at the centre of
election studies and, through an anthropological-sociological approach, makes lives—human and
non-human, lived and unlived or unlivable—central to any understanding of elections and
democracy. Crafting a new, comprehensive approach, this volume looks at the 2014 elections in
relation to the changing nature and forms of elections and democracy globally. Coming from
multidisciplinary backgrounds, the contributors to this volume use ethnographic observations to
open up a space for new theoretical and methodological reflections on the role of media in Indian
elections, the shift to the right in 2014 and its consequences, the significance of traditional Hindu
spaces such as the river Ganga in BJP’s victory, the role of gurus like Baba Ramdev, and the
electoral choices available to and exercised by the minorities, among others.

tamil nadu political parties: India John Harriss, Craig Jeffrey, Trent Brown, 2020-09-29 India
has been catapulted to the centre of world attention. Its rapidly growing economy, new geo-political
confidence, and global cultural influence have ensured that people across the world recognise India
as one of the main sites of social dynamism in the early twenty-first century. In this book, research
leaders John Harriss, Craig Jeffrey and Trent Brown explore in depth the economic, social, and
political changes occurring in India today, and their implications for the people of India and the
world. Each of the book’s fourteen chapters seeks to answer a key question: Is India’s democracy
under threat? Can India’s Growth be sustained? How are youth changing India? Drawing on a wealth
of scholarly and popular material as well as their own experience researching the country during
this period of major transformation, the authors draw the reader into key debates about economic
growth, poverty, environmental justice, the character of Indian democracy, rights and social
movements, gender, caste, education, and foreign policy. India, they conclude, has undergone some
extraordinary and positive changes since the early 1990s but deeply worrying threats remain:
increasing authoritarianism, growing inequality, entrenched poverty, and environmental
vulnerability. How India responds to these crucial challenges will shape the world’s largest
democracy for years to come.

tamil nadu political parties: POLITICAL PARTIES NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-02-22 Note:
Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4du@gmail.com. You can also get full PDF books in quiz format on our youtube channel
https://www.youtube.com/@SmartQuizWorld-n2q .. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook.
This book has been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It
contains many objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are
provided at the end of each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for
aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book
will satisfy the curiosity of most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing
them to new information. Use this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise.
Multiple-choice exams are a common assessment method that all prospective candidates must be
familiar with in today?s academic environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to
this MCQ format, many are not well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia
challenges, one requires test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also
provides you with the skills and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or
competitive examinations. Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or
completed coursework, it will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams,
quizzes, trivia, and more.

tamil nadu political parties: URBAN POLITICAL PARTIES AND ADMINISTRATION Dr.
Ashokkumar V. Paled , 2021-07-23 Political parties are central to India political life. Their role in
political mobilization, governance, the formulation and implementation of economic and social



policy, ethnic conflict, separatist movements, and the working of democracy has long been the focus
of analysis. Their centrality arises from the fact that they are the key link between individual and
state, and state and society as staed earlier. Political parties provide the crucial connection between
social process and policy makers, and influence debates and policies on issues affecting the interests
of various social groups in the political system. As more and more people participated in the
democratic process, competitive politics and the party system have undergone a major change over
the past two decades. The Congress and the ruling BJP led National Democratic Alliance face
dissension at all levels extending from differences between the BJP and organizations it is affiliated
with, such as the Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh (RSS) and the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), and
between the party and its coalition partners.

tamil nadu political parties: Routledge Handbook of Indian Politics Atul Kohli, Prerna Singh,
2013-01-04 India’s growing economic and socio-political importance on the global stage has
triggered an increased interest in the country. This Handbook is a reference guide, which surveys
the current state of Indian politics and provides a basic understanding of the ways in which the
world’s largest democracy functions. The Handbook is structured around four main topics: political
change, political economy, the diversity of regional development, and the changing role of India in
the world. Chapters examine how and why democracy in India put down firm roots, but also why the
quality of governance offered by India’s democracy continues to be low. The acceleration of
economic growth since the mid-1980s is discussed, and the Handbook goes on to look at the political
and economic changes in selected states, and how progress across Indian states continues to be
uneven. It concludes by touching on the issue of India’s international relations, both in South Asia
and the wider world. The Handbook offers an invigorating initiation into the seemingly daunting and
complex terrain of Indian politics. It is an invaluable resource for academics, researchers, policy
analysts, graduate and undergraduate students studying Indian politics.

tamil nadu political parties: Dynamics of Tamil Nadu Politics in Sri Lankan Ethnicity G.
Palanithurai, K. Mohanasundaram, 1993 Tamil Nadu has been playing its legitimate role in the
inter-government relationship on the Tamil issues. The magnitude of the state politics in the
problems of Sri Lankan Tamils has reached its Zenith during the past one decade as a result of the
eruption of ethnic violence in Sri Lanka. Since Tamil Polity has been fully dominated by ethnic
political parts, each one has been trying its level best to project itself as the Vanguard of Tamil
Nationalism. This book traces the approaches of the political parties and especially ethnic political
parties towards the Sri Lankan Tamil issues. It also analyses to what extent the pressure extended
by the ethnic political parties has been taken into account in foreign policy making of Indian
Government during different periods. Significantly this work touches a very important aspect that to
what extent the support extended by the political parties to help themselves to establish firm roots in
provincial polity. This study sheds light on the ambiguous stand of the political parties in Tamil Nadu
over this issue which ultimately has weakened the cause of the Tamils and mislead the Indian
Government which adopted a tough stand without heeding to the plea of the majority of the Sri
Lankan Tamils.

tamil nadu political parties: WOMEN LEADERSHIP IN TAMILNADU (AD 1917 - AD
1975) Lt.Dr.P.Karpagavalli, 2022-10-20 Situated at the south-eastern extremity of the Indian
Peninsula, Tamil Nadu is bounded on the north by the State of Karnataka and the State of Andhra
Pradesh, on the south by the Indian Ocean, on the east by the Bay of Bengal and on the west by the
State of Kerala. It has a coast line of 620 miles and a land boundary of 750 miles. With an area of
129, 900.6 square kilometers, it is the eleventh State in area forming 4.08 per cent of the Union
areas.[1] At the beginning of the twentieth century, Madras Presidency formed one of the most
extensive of British territories in India. It stretched from Cape Comorian, the southern top of the
Indian Peninsula, halfway up the east coast of Bengal.[2]Tamil region, the homeland of the Tamils,
occupies the southern-most region of the erstwhile Madras Presidency.[3]The Tamil districts of the
Presidency were Chingleput, North Arcot, South Arcot, Salem, Coimbatore, Nilgiris, Trichinoply,
Tanjore, Madurai, Ramnad and Tinnevelly.[4] When reorganization of the States was made in 1956,



regional adjustments were done and the State of Madras was created on November 1, 1956, as a
lingual state with Tamil as its language.
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