
taos society of artists
taos society of artists stands as a pivotal organization in the history and
development of American Southwest art. Established in the early 20th century,
this society has been instrumental in promoting and preserving the unique
artistic expressions inspired by the Taos region of New Mexico. The Taos
Society of Artists brought together a group of talented painters who sought
to capture the landscapes, indigenous cultures, and vibrant life of the
Southwest through their work. This article explores the origins, key members,
artistic contributions, and lasting impact of the Taos Society of Artists.
Additionally, it provides an overview of the society’s exhibitions and how it
continues to influence contemporary art communities. The following sections
will delve into these aspects in detail, offering a comprehensive
understanding of this influential artists' collective.
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Exhibitions and Public Reception

Legacy and Influence on Contemporary Art

History and Formation of the Taos Society of
Artists
The Taos Society of Artists was founded in 1915 by a group of artists who
were captivated by the unique cultural and natural environment of Taos, New
Mexico. This organization was created to promote the art that emerged from
the region and to establish a formal collective that could advocate for the
artists’ work. The society was initially composed of seven founding members
who had settled in Taos, drawn by the area's light, landscapes, and
indigenous peoples. Their goal was to foster a community that encouraged
artistic collaboration and increased public awareness of Southwestern art.

Origins and Motivations
The founding artists were motivated by a desire to break from traditional
Eastern art centers and to explore a distinctly American artistic identity
rooted in the Southwest. Taos offered a rich tapestry of subjects, including
Native American culture, Spanish colonial heritage, and dramatic natural
scenery. The society's formation marked a significant moment in American art



history, as it highlighted the importance of regionalism and cultural
specificity in artistic expression.

Early Development
Following its establishment, the Taos Society of Artists quickly gained
recognition through exhibitions and critical acclaim. The society formalized
its structure with bylaws and membership requirements, ensuring a high
standard of artistic quality. Their exhibitions traveled across the United
States, introducing broader audiences to Southwestern themes and styles. This
early success helped secure Taos as an important art colony and paved the way
for future generations of artists.

Notable Members and Their Contributions
The Taos Society of Artists boasted a group of highly skilled painters whose
works have become emblematic of the Southwestern art movement. Each member
brought a unique perspective, technique, and subject matter to the
collective, enriching the society’s overall impact.

Founding Members
The original seven artists who founded the society included:

E. Irving Couse – Known for his sensitive portrayals of Native American
life and landscapes.

Joseph Henry Sharp – Recognized for his vivid depictions of Native
American ceremonies and portraits.

Oscar E. Berninghaus – Noted for his colorful landscapes and scenes of
Taos Pueblo life.

Walter Ufer – Celebrated for his dynamic and expressive paintings of
indigenous subjects.

Joaquin Mir Trinxet – A Spanish artist whose impressionistic style
influenced the society.

W. Herbert Dunton – Famous for his portrayals of cowboys and Western
life.

Ernest L. Blumenschein – A co-founder of the Taos art colony who
captured the interplay of light and landscape.



Artistic Contributions
These artists collectively advanced the visual narrative of the American
Southwest by creating paintings that highlighted the region’s cultural
richness and natural beauty. Their work often combined realism with
impressionistic techniques, emphasizing vibrant color palettes and dramatic
lighting. The members’ commitment to authenticity and respect for indigenous
cultures set their art apart from contemporaneous mainstream trends.

Artistic Style and Themes
The Taos Society of Artists developed a distinctive style that blended
elements of realism, impressionism, and regionalism. Their paintings often
focused on the interplay between light and landscape, the daily lives of
Native Americans and Hispanic communities, and the rugged beauty of the
Southwestern terrain.

Key Themes
The predominant themes explored by the society included:

Indigenous culture and ceremonies

Portraits of Native American and Hispanic individuals

Southwestern landscapes and natural vistas

Scenes of rural life and traditional customs

Historic and spiritual elements of the region

Stylistic Characteristics
Their style was characterized by:

Use of vibrant, earthy colors reflecting the Southwestern environment

Strong emphasis on natural light and shadow

Combination of detailed realism with impressionistic brushwork

Focus on emotional depth and cultural authenticity



Exhibitions and Public Reception
The Taos Society of Artists played a crucial role in bringing Southwestern
art to national attention through numerous exhibitions. Their shows were
integral to the society’s mission of promoting the unique artistic heritage
of Taos and influencing American art trends.

Major Exhibitions
Between 1915 and 1927, the society organized annual exhibitions in prominent
cities such as New York, Chicago, and San Francisco. These exhibitions
showcased the works of the society’s members and introduced a wider public to
the cultural richness of the Southwest. The traveling exhibitions helped
establish the reputations of individual artists and elevated the status of
Southwestern art within the broader American art community.

Critical and Public Response
The society’s exhibitions were met with critical acclaim for their
authenticity, technical skill, and evocative portrayal of the Southwest. Art
critics praised the society for capturing the spirit of the region and for
contributing to the development of a distinctly American art form. The public
reception was generally enthusiastic, leading to increased demand for
Southwestern-themed art and encouraging other artists to explore the region.

Legacy and Influence on Contemporary Art
The impact of the Taos Society of Artists extends far beyond its active
years. The society laid the foundation for Taos as a vibrant art colony and
inspired generations of artists to explore regional and culturally specific
subjects.

Enduring Influence
The society’s commitment to depicting the Southwest with respect and artistic
excellence has continued to resonate within the contemporary art world. Many
modern artists and galleries in Taos and beyond draw inspiration from the
themes and styles established by the society. Their work also helped
popularize Southwest art as a significant genre within American art history.

Continued Recognition
Today, the Taos Society of Artists is celebrated through museum collections,
retrospectives, and scholarly research. Their paintings are highly sought



after by collectors and serve as cultural artifacts that document the history
and heritage of the American Southwest. The society’s legacy remains a
testament to the power of place-based art and the value of artistic
collaboration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Taos Society of Artists?
The Taos Society of Artists was a group of painters founded in 1915 in Taos,
New Mexico, dedicated to portraying the unique landscapes, people, and
culture of the American Southwest.

Who were the founding members of the Taos Society of
Artists?
The founding members included Joseph Henry Sharp, E. Irving Couse, Oscar E.
Berninghaus, W. Herbert Dunton, E. Martin Hennings, Walter Ufer, and Bert
Geer Phillips.

When was the Taos Society of Artists established and
when did it disband?
The Taos Society of Artists was established in 1915 and disbanded in 1927.

What artistic styles are associated with the Taos
Society of Artists?
The artists are primarily known for their realist and impressionist styles,
focusing on Native American culture, Southwestern landscapes, and everyday
life in Taos.

How did the Taos Society of Artists influence
American art?
The society played a key role in popularizing Southwestern art and culture
across the United States, helping to establish Taos as an important artist
colony.

Are there any museums dedicated to the Taos Society
of Artists?
Yes, the Harwood Museum of Art and the Taos Art Museum often feature works by
members of the Taos Society of Artists.



What subjects did the Taos Society of Artists
commonly depict in their paintings?
They commonly depicted Native American life, pueblo architecture, desert
landscapes, and scenes of everyday life in the Southwest.

Did the Taos Society of Artists have exhibitions
outside New Mexico?
Yes, the society held exhibitions across the United States to promote their
work and the culture of the Southwest.

How can I view or purchase works by members of the
Taos Society of Artists today?
Works can be viewed in museums, galleries in Taos and the Southwest, as well
as through online art dealers and auction houses specializing in American
Western art.

Additional Resources
1. Taos Society of Artists: Masters of the Southwest
This comprehensive volume explores the origins and impact of the Taos Society
of Artists, a group founded in the early 20th century that sought to capture
the unique landscapes and cultures of the American Southwest. Through
detailed biographies, high-quality reproductions, and historical context, the
book highlights the contributions of key members such as E. Irving Couse,
Joseph Henry Sharp, and Ernest L. Blumenschein. It also examines how their
work influenced American art and helped establish Taos as an important art
colony.

2. The Art and Artists of Taos: The Taos Society of Artists and Its Legacy
Focusing on both the founding members and their successors, this book delves
into the artistic styles and techniques that defined the Taos Society of
Artists. It provides insight into how these artists depicted Native American
life, local landscapes, and the cultural melting pot of Taos. The text
includes critical essays and numerous illustrations that trace the evolution
of Southwestern art through the society’s enduring legacy.

3. Painted in the West: The Taos Society of Artists and the American
Southwest
This richly illustrated book captures the vibrant spirit and rugged beauty of
the American Southwest through the works of the Taos Society of Artists. It
emphasizes their pioneering role in American plein air painting and their
commitment to authenticity in portraying indigenous peoples and landscapes.
The book also discusses the society’s exhibitions and their role in
popularizing Southwestern art nationally.



4. Brushstrokes of the Desert: The Taos Society of Artists and Their
Influence
Examining the broader cultural and artistic impact of the Taos Society of
Artists, this book explores how the group shaped perceptions of the Southwest
in the early 20th century. It analyzes their artistic innovations and how
they navigated the challenges of representing Native American subjects with
respect and sensitivity. The narrative is supported by archival photographs,
letters, and contemporary critiques.

5. The Taos Society of Artists: A Centennial Retrospective
Published to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the society’s founding,
this retrospective offers a thorough review of the group’s history and
accomplishments. It features essays from art historians and curators, along
with a curated selection of paintings that showcase the diversity of styles
within the society. The book also reflects on the continuing influence of
Taos artists in modern American art.

6. Native Visions: The Taos Society of Artists and Indigenous Representation
This work investigates the complex relationship between the Taos Society of
Artists and the Native American communities they portrayed. It discusses
themes of cultural exchange, artistic interpretation, and the ethics of
representation. Through critical analysis and visual documentation, the book
provides a nuanced perspective on how the society’s art contributed to both
preservation and transformation of indigenous imagery.

7. Ernest L. Blumenschein and the Birth of the Taos Art Colony
Focusing on one of the founding members, this biography details Ernest L.
Blumenschein’s role in establishing the Taos Society of Artists and his
artistic journey. It explores his travels, inspirations, and the friendships
that led to the creation of the art colony in Taos. The book is richly
illustrated with Blumenschein’s works and personal correspondence.

8. Taos: An Artistic Haven in the Southwest
This book provides an overview of Taos as a vibrant artistic community, with
a special emphasis on the Taos Society of Artists. It covers the socio-
political environment that attracted artists to the region and the communal
spirit that fostered creativity. The narrative is complemented by images of
Taos landscapes and portraits by society members.

9. The Legacy of the Taos Society: Southwestern Art in the 20th Century
Exploring the lasting influence of the Taos Society of Artists on 20th-
century Southwestern art, this book traces the movement’s evolution and
adaptation over the decades. It highlights how the society’s principles and
styles inspired subsequent generations of artists. The text includes
interviews with contemporary Southwestern artists and analyses of modern
artworks that draw from Taos traditions.
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