
talbots going out of business

talbots going out of business has been a topic of increasing interest among fashion consumers
and industry watchers. As a well-established retail brand known for women's apparel, Talbots has
faced various challenges in the rapidly evolving retail market. This article explores the rumors and
realities behind Talbots potentially going out of business, examining the company's financial health,
market trends, and strategic responses. The analysis includes insights into Talbots' historical
performance, recent developments, and the broader retail environment impacting similar brands. By
understanding these factors, readers can gain a clearer picture of Talbots' position and what the
future might hold for this iconic brand. Following this introduction, the article will present a detailed
breakdown through a table of contents.
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Overview of Talbots as a Brand
Talbots is a well-known American specialty retailer focusing primarily on women's clothing, shoes,
and accessories. Founded in 1947, Talbots has built a reputation for classic, timeless designs
targeting a mature demographic. The brand operates through a combination of brick-and-mortar
stores, catalogs, and online sales channels. Talbots has traditionally appealed to customers seeking
quality and sophisticated style rather than fast fashion trends. Over the decades, Talbots expanded
its footprint across the United States and Canada, sustaining a loyal customer base. However, like
many traditional retailers, Talbots has encountered significant challenges in adapting to the digital
age and shifting market dynamics.

Historical Growth and Market Position
Throughout the 20th century, Talbots experienced steady growth due to its consistent product
offerings and strong customer loyalty. The brand’s emphasis on quality fabrics and tailored fits
distinguished it from competitors. Talbots' presence in shopping malls and commercial centers was
substantial, making it a familiar name in women's fashion. The company also ventured into direct
mail catalogs early on, which helped broaden its reach. However, the retail landscape began to



change drastically in the early 2000s, with increasing competition from online retailers and faster
fashion cycles.

Financial Performance and Market Challenges
Talbots’ financial performance in recent years has raised concerns about the company's long-term
viability. The retail sector, especially apparel, has been disrupted by changing consumer habits and
economic pressures. Talbots has faced declining same-store sales, increased operational costs, and
pressure from investors to innovate. These factors have contributed to speculation about talbots
going out of business amid reports of store closures and restructuring efforts.

Key Financial Indicators
Analysis of Talbots’ financial statements reveals trends such as decreased revenue growth and
narrower profit margins. The company has undertaken cost-cutting measures including reducing
store counts and investing in e-commerce infrastructure. Despite these efforts, Talbots has struggled
to maintain the same level of profitability seen in previous decades. Market analysts cite these
financial stressors as signals that Talbots must adapt quickly or risk losing market share
permanently.

Market Competition
Talbots competes with a range of apparel retailers from luxury brands to discount chains. The rise of
fast fashion retailers like Zara and H&M, as well as online giants like Amazon and niche digital-first
brands, has intensified competition. These competitors often offer more trend-responsive products at
varying price points, posing a challenge to Talbots’ traditional model. Additionally, changes in
consumer preferences toward casual and athleisure wear have impacted Talbots’ core offerings.

Reasons Behind Talbots Going Out of Business Rumors
Rumors about talbots going out of business have circulated widely, fueled by reports of store
closures and financial difficulties. It is important to distinguish between speculation and verified
company announcements. Many retail brands face restructuring phases that can be misinterpreted
as signs of imminent closure. Understanding the root causes of these rumors helps clarify Talbots’
actual status.

Store Closures and Restructuring
Talbots has announced plans to close underperforming stores as part of a broader effort to
streamline operations. While this action can be seen as a negative indicator, it is also a common
strategy among retailers seeking to focus on profitable locations and invest in online sales. Such
restructuring does not necessarily mean talbots going out of business but reflects attempts to
remain competitive.



Public Perception and Media Influence
Media coverage and social media discussions often amplify concerns about retail brands’ futures.
Headlines about store closures or financial losses can quickly evolve into rumors of bankruptcy or
liquidation. In Talbots’ case, the spread of misinformation has led to confusion among consumers
and stakeholders, underscoring the need for clear communication from the company.

Impact of E-commerce and Changing Consumer
Behavior
The rise of e-commerce has transformed the retail industry, forcing traditional brands like Talbots to
reassess their sales and marketing strategies. Consumers increasingly prefer shopping online for
convenience, price comparison, and broader selections. This shift presents both challenges and
opportunities for Talbots as it navigates the evolving landscape.

Growth of Online Shopping
Talbots has invested in enhancing its online platform to capture digital sales. The company offers a
comprehensive e-commerce site with detailed product descriptions, size guides, and customer
service support. Despite these efforts, the transition from a brick-and-mortar-centric model to a
digital-first approach requires continuous innovation and marketing investment.

Changing Demographics and Preferences
The traditional Talbots customer base is aging, and younger consumers often seek more casual,
trendy, or sustainable clothing options. This shift in consumer preference has pressured Talbots to
diversify its product lines and modernize its brand image. Adapting to these changes is critical to
retaining relevance in a competitive market.

Talbots’ Strategic Responses to Industry Changes
In response to the challenges and rumors of talbots going out of business, the company has
implemented several strategic initiatives aimed at stabilizing and growing its business. These efforts
focus on improving customer experience, optimizing product assortments, and leveraging
technology.

Store Optimization and Experience Enhancement
Talbots is selectively closing less profitable stores while renovating and enhancing remaining
locations to provide a better shopping experience. The goal is to create inviting environments that
reflect the brand’s values and appeal to its target demographic.



Product Innovation and Expansion
The company is introducing new product lines that blend classic styles with modern trends. Talbots
is also exploring sustainable materials and practices, aligning with increasing consumer demand for
environmental responsibility.

Digital Marketing and Customer Engagement
Talbots is expanding its digital marketing efforts, including social media campaigns and personalized
email marketing. These initiatives aim to strengthen customer loyalty and attract younger shoppers.

Industry Comparisons: How Similar Brands Are Faring
Examining peer companies provides context for Talbots’ situation. Many mid-tier apparel retailers
have faced similar challenges, with some successfully pivoting and others exiting the market.

Success Stories and Failures
Brands that have embraced digital transformation and adapted to consumer preferences tend to
perform better. For instance, retailers investing in omnichannel strategies and sustainability
initiatives often maintain or grow market share. Conversely, those slow to adapt frequently
encounter financial distress.

Lessons for Talbots
Talbots can draw lessons from competitors by accelerating innovation, improving customer
engagement, and refining its brand identity. These actions are essential to navigating the risks
associated with talbots going out of business rumors.

What Customers Should Know About Talbots’ Future
While rumors about talbots going out of business have sparked concern, the company continues to
operate and serve its customer base. Understanding the brand’s strategic direction helps manage
expectations and informs purchasing decisions.

Current Status and Outlook
Talbots remains operational with active stores and an online presence. The company’s efforts to
restructure and modernize indicate a commitment to staying in business. However, ongoing
monitoring of market conditions and company announcements is advisable.



Tips for Customers and Shoppers

Monitor official Talbots communications for accurate updates.

Take advantage of sales and promotions during any restructuring phases.

Explore Talbots’ online store for the latest collections and exclusive offers.

Be aware of changes in store locations and hours to avoid inconvenience.

Consider the brand’s evolving style and product lines when making purchases.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is Talbots really going out of business?
As of now, Talbots has not officially announced that it is going out of business. However, there have
been rumors and reports about financial struggles, but no confirmed closure.

Why is Talbots rumored to be going out of business?
Rumors about Talbots going out of business may stem from reports of declining sales, store closures,
and challenges in the retail apparel market, but these have not been confirmed as signs of a
complete shutdown.

Are Talbots stores closing permanently?
Talbots has announced some store closures as part of restructuring efforts, but this does not mean
the entire company is going out of business.

How can I shop Talbots if some stores are closing?
Even if some physical Talbots stores close, customers can still shop online through Talbots' official
website and other authorized retailers.

What should customers do if Talbots goes out of business?
If Talbots were to go out of business, customers with gift cards or returns should check the
company's official announcements for instructions and consider using their gift cards or returning
items as soon as possible.

Are there any sales or discounts due to Talbots’ financial



situation?
Talbots often runs sales and promotions, especially if they are closing some stores. Customers can
look out for clearance sales to get discounts on their favorite items.

Additional Resources
1. Talbots’ Final Chapter: The Rise and Fall of a Retail Icon
This book delves into the history of Talbots, tracing its growth from a beloved women's clothing
retailer to its eventual decline. It explores the strategic missteps, market challenges, and changing
consumer preferences that led to the company’s downfall. Through interviews with former
executives and industry experts, readers gain insight into the complexities of sustaining a retail
brand in a shifting marketplace.

2. The End of an Era: Inside Talbots’ Bankruptcy
An investigative account of the financial struggles that culminated in Talbots’ bankruptcy filing. The
author examines the company’s financial statements, debt obligations, and competitive pressures
that eroded its market position. This book also highlights the impact of e-commerce and fast fashion
on traditional retailers like Talbots.

3. From Main Street to Closing Doors: Talbots and the Retail Apocalypse
This narrative captures the broader retail environment that contributed to Talbots’ closure, situating
the brand’s troubles within the “retail apocalypse.” It discusses how shifts in consumer behavior,
supply chain issues, and the rise of online shopping created insurmountable challenges. The book
provides a case study of Talbots as a microcosm of retail industry transformations.

4. Talbots Unraveled: Lessons from a Retail Giant’s Demise
Focusing on the internal corporate decisions, this book analyzes what went wrong within Talbots’
management and operations. It considers leadership choices, branding strategies, and inventory
management issues that failed to adapt to market demands. The author offers lessons for other
retailers seeking to avoid similar fates.

5. Closing Time: The Story of Talbots’ Decline and Liquidation
A detailed chronicle of the final months leading up to Talbots’ store closures and liquidation process.
Readers follow the emotional and financial toll on employees, customers, and shareholders. The
book also explores the aftermath and what the company’s end means for the community and retail
sector.

6. Talbots in Transition: Navigating Retail in the Digital Age
This book highlights Talbots’ attempts to reinvent itself through digital transformation and online
sales initiatives. It examines why these efforts were insufficient to counteract declining foot traffic
and shifting consumer expectations. The narrative provides a critical look at the challenges
traditional retailers face in embracing technology.

7. Fashion Fallout: Talbots and the Changing Face of Women’s Apparel
Exploring the fashion and demographic shifts that influenced Talbots’ target market, this book
discusses how evolving style preferences left the brand struggling to stay relevant. It also analyzes
competition from emerging brands and the impact of fast fashion on legacy apparel companies. The
book offers insights into the fashion industry’s rapid evolution.



8. Retail Reinvention or Ruin? The Talbots Story
This title investigates whether Talbots could have survived with a different strategic approach or if
its business model was fundamentally outdated. It considers alternative strategies such as
diversification, partnerships, and innovation. The author debates if Talbots’ closure was inevitable or
avoidable.

9. After the Sale: The Legacy of Talbots Post-Bankruptcy
Focusing on what happened after Talbots went out of business, this book traces the fate of its brand
assets, intellectual property, and customer base. It also looks at how former Talbots employees and
loyal customers adjusted to the retail giant’s absence. The book reflects on the lasting impact of
Talbots on American retail culture.
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get started today.
  talbots going out of business: Business Week , 2003
  talbots going out of business: Retailing Denise T. Ogden, James R. Ogden, Robert Paul
Jones, 2017-08-02 Light on the fluff; solid on the basics: the fourth edition of Retailing is a concise
text that covers strategic issues with an eye on financial considerations and operations management
issues illustrated through retail cases and exercises. New co-author, Robert Paul Jones, is
Department Chair of Hospitality and Retail Management in the College of Human Sciences at Texas
Tech. In addition to his extensive academic work, Dr. Jones has over 25 years of executive leadership
and consulting experience in retail and hospitality. He uses an Integrated Retail Management flow
chart to depict retail functions: Most retail texts present students with a series of chapters that
provide useful information but fail to explain how the various activities involved in retailing affect
each other. The 4th edition offers the student an overview of the retail process through the use of an
integrated retail management (IRM) plan. The steps involved in retailing as presented in the text are
tied together through the IRM plan. Expanded coverage of Mobile and e-Tailing and included
throughout the text and not treated as a stand-alone chapter. This helps emphasize that e-tailing is a
form of retailing that uses many of the same models as other forms. Includes updated cases and
real-world examples. And omni-channel retailing incorporated throughout text.
  talbots going out of business: The American Hatter , 1917
  talbots going out of business: Degas at the Gas Station Thomas Beller, 2026-01-06 In his
latest essay collection, the ever-curious Thomas Beller weaves together a charming set of
autobiographical stories in which he explores how a single, seismic event indelibly shapes the
trajectory of the common and mundane experiences of one’s life.
  talbots going out of business: Black Enterprise , 1998-07 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the ultimate
source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  talbots going out of business: The Intellectual Property Holding Company Jeffrey A.
Maine, Xuan-Thao Nguyen, 2017-12-07 This book investigates how some corporations have avoided
tax liability with intellectual property holding companies, and how different constituencies are
working to stop them.
  talbots going out of business: The despositions of M. Edm. Everard , 1679
  talbots going out of business: The Communitarian Moment Christopher Clark, 2019-06-07
In 1842 a group of radical abolitionists formed a community in Northampton, Massachusetts, in
order to pioneer a better and purer state of society. Calling themselves the Northampton Association
of Education and Industry, they envisioned a world free of poverty and inequality, religious
intolerance, slavery and racial injustice. In telling the fascinating and little-known history of the
Association, Christopher Clark offers insights into the communitarian moment of the 1840s which
saw the establishment of dozens of utopian communities by Americans determined to challenge the
tenets of their society. One of the few places in mid-nineteenth-century America where white and
black people could live as equals, the Northampton community was home to almost two hundred and
fifty men, women, and children during its four and a half years of existence. The membership
comprised an unusual collection of individuals, among them small manufacturers, abolitionist
lecturers, teachers, craftsmen, laborers, and former slaves, including Sojourner Truth. Offering
biographical sketches of a variety of intriguing characters, Clark describes the inhabitants' daily
routines, their struggle to support themselves through the production of silk, the roles of men and
women, and tensions among members of different cultural backgrounds. Finally, he looks at the
reasons for the closing of the community and follows the lives of its members, recounting the
subsequent softening of their political convictions. Throughout his masterful narrative, Clark views
the Northampton Association in its wider social and cultural context. He shows how, by attempting
to initiate radical change, the Association and other utopian groups tested the ideological limits of
antebellum society. Clark helps us understand both the significance of their vision and what was lost



when that vision was abandoned.
  talbots going out of business: Analytics at Work Thomas Davenport, Jeanne Harris,
2010-02-12 Most companies have massive amounts of data at their disposal, yet fail to utilize it in
any meaningful way. But a powerful new business tool - analytics - is enabling many firms to
aggressively leverage their data in key business decisions and processes, with impressive results. In
their previous book, Competing on Analytics, Thomas Davenport and Jeanne Harris showed how
pioneering firms were building their entire strategies around their analytical capabilities. Rather
than going with the gut when pricing products, maintaining inventory, or hiring talent, managers in
these firms use data, analysis, and systematic reasoning to make decisions that improve efficiency,
risk-management, and profits. Now, in Analytics at Work, Davenport, Harris, and coauthor Robert
Morison reveal how any manager can effectively deploy analytics in day-to-day operations—one
business decision at a time. They show how many types of analytical tools, from statistical analysis to
qualitative measures like systematic behavior coding, can improve decisions about everything from
what new product offering might interest customers to whether marketing dollars are being most
effectively deployed. Based on all-new research and illustrated with examples from companies
including Humana, Best Buy, Progressive Insurance, and Hotels.com, this implementation-focused
guide outlines the five-step DELTA model for deploying and succeeding with analytical initiatives.
You'll learn how to: · Use data more effectively and glean valuable analytical insights · Manage and
coordinate data, people, and technology at an enterprise level · Understand and support what
analytical leaders do · Evaluate and choose realistic targets for analytical activity · Recruit, hire, and
manage analysts Combining the science of quantitative analysis with the art of sound reasoning,
Analytics at Work provides a road map and tools for unleashing the potential buried in your
company's data.
  talbots going out of business: Analytics and Big Data: The Davenport Collection (6
Items) Thomas H. Davenport, Jeanne G. Harris, 2014-08-12 The Analytics and Big Data collection
offers a “greatest hits” digital compilation of ideas from world-renowned thought leader Thomas
Davenport, who helped popularize the terms analytics and big data in the workplace. An agile and
prolific thinker, Davenport has written or coauthored more than a dozen bestselling books. Several
of these titles are offered together for the first time in this curated digital bundle, including: Big
Data at Work, Competing on Analytics, Analytics at Work, and Keeping Up with the Quants. The
collection also includes Davenport’s popular Harvard Business Review articles, “Data Scientist: The
Sexiest Job of the 21st Century” (2012) and “Analytics 3.0” (2013). Combined, these works cover all
the bases on analytics and big data: what each term means; the ramifications of each from a
technical, consumer, and management perspective; and where each can have the biggest impact on
your business. Whether you’re an executive, a manager, or a student wanting to learn more,
Analytics and Big Data is the most comprehensive collection you’ll find on the ever-growing
phenomenon of digital data and analysis—and how you can make this rising business trend work for
you. Named one of the ten “Masters of the New Economy” by CIO magazine, Thomas Davenport has
helped hundreds of companies revitalize their management practices. He combines his interests in
research, teaching, and business management as the President’s Distinguished Professor of
Information Technology & Management at Babson College. Davenport has also taught at Harvard
Business School, the University of Chicago, Dartmouth’s Tuck School of Business, and the University
of Texas at Austin and has directed research centers at Accenture, McKinsey & Company, Ernst &
Young, and CSC. He is also an independent Senior Advisor to Deloitte Analytics.
  talbots going out of business: Applied Mergers and Acquisitions Workbook Robert F.
Bruner, 2004-03-25 The Applied Mergers and Acquisitions Workbook provides a useful self-training
study guide for readers of Applied Mergers and Acquisitions who want to review the drivers of M&A
success and failure. Useful review questions as well as problems and answers are provided for both
professionals and students. Readers will further their knowledge, build practical intuition, and learn
the art and science of M&A by using this comprehensive self-study workbook in conjunction with the
main text.



  talbots going out of business: The Estates Gazette Digest of Land and Property Cases , 1909
Contains cases reported in the issues of The Estate gazette.
  talbots going out of business: Plunder Brendan Ballou, 2023-05-02 The authoritative exposé
of private equity: what it is, how it kills businesses and jobs, how the government helps, and how we
stop it Private equity surrounds us. Firms like Blackstone, Carlyle, and KKR are among the largest
employers in America and hold assets that rival those of small countries. Yet few understand what
these firms are or how they work. In Plunder, Brendan Ballou explains how private equity has
reshaped American business by raising prices, reducing quality, cutting jobs, and shifting resources
from productive to unproductive parts of the economy. Ballou vividly illustrates how many private
equity firms buy up retailers, medical practices, prison services, nursing-home chains, and
mobile-home parks, among other businesses, using little of their own money to do it and avoiding
debt and liability for their actions. Forced to take on huge debts and pay extractive fees, companies
purchased by private equity firms are often left bankrupt, or shells of their former selves, with
consequences to communities that long depended on them. Perhaps most startling is Ballou’s insight
into how this is happening with the active support of various arms of the government. But, as Ballou
reveals in an agenda for reining in the industry, private equity can be stopped from wreaking further
havoc.
  talbots going out of business: Black Enterprise , 1998-07
  talbots going out of business: The Definitive Guide to Marketing Analytics and Metrics
(Collection) Cesar Brea, Rajkumar Venkatesan, Paul Farris, Ronald T. Wilcox, Neil Bendle, Phillip
Pfeifer, David Reibstein, 2014-08-18 A brand new collection introducing today's most powerful
strategies and techniques for measuring and optimizing marketing… 3 authoritative books, now in a
convenient e-format, at a great price! 3 authoritative Books help you measure, analyze, and optimize
every marketing investment you'll ever make Measuring and optimize your marketing investments is
more crucial than ever. But, with an explosion in channels and complexity, it's also more challenging
than ever. Fortunately, marketing metrics and analytics have taken giant leaps forward in recent
years: techniques now exist for accurately quantifying performance and applying what you learn to
improve it. In this unique 3 Book package, world-class experts present these new approaches, and
show how to profit from them. In Marketing and Sales Analytics, leading consultant Cesar A.
Breaexamines the experiences of 15 leaders who've built high-value analytics capabilities in multiple
industries. Then, building on what they've learned, he presents a complete blueprint for succeeding
with marketing analytics. You'll learn how to evaluate ecosystemic conditions for success, frame the
right questions, and organize your people, data, and operating infrastructure to answer them. Brea
helps you overcome key challenges ranging from governance to overcoming hidden biases. Along the
way, he also offers specific guidance on crucial decisions such as buy vs. build?, centralize or
decentralize?, and hire generalists or specialists? Next, in Cutting Edge Marketing Analytics, three
pioneering experts introduce today's most valuable marketing analytics methods and tools, and offer
a best-practice methodology for successful implementation. They augment this knowledge with
hands on case studies, guiding you through solving key problems in resource allocation,
segmentation, pricing, campaign management, firm valuation, and digital marketing strategy. All
case studies are accompanied by real data used by the protagonists to make decisions. As you
practice, you'll gain a deeper understanding of the value of marketing analytics, learn to integrate
quantitative analysis with managerial sensibilities, master core statistical tools, and discover how to
avoid crucial pitfalls. Finally, in the award-winning Marketing Metrics, Second Edition, Paul W.
Farris and his colleagues show how to choose the right metrics for every marketing challenge. You'll
learn how to use dashboards to view market dynamics from multiple perspectives, maximize
accuracy, and triangulate to optimal solutions. You'll discover high-value metrics for promotional
strategy, advertising, distribution, customer perceptions, market share, competitors' power,
margins, pricing, products and portfolios, customer profitability, sales forces, channels, and more.
This extensively updated edition introduces innovative metrics ranging from Net Promoter to social
media and brand equity measurement, and shows how to build comprehensive models to optimize



every marketing decision you make. If you need to measure and improve marketing performance,
this 3-book package will be your most valuable resource. From world-renowned business
sustainability experts Cesar A. Brea, Rajkumar Venkatesan, Paul W. Farris, Ronald T. Wilcox, Neil T.
Bendle, Phillip E. Pfeifer, and David J. Reibstein
  talbots going out of business: Japanese Outbound Acquisitions Shigeru Matsumoto,
2018-10-30 This book reviews the past 116 Japanese outbound acquisitions in three decades and
determines success and failure, with the goal of explaining what works. Dr. Matsumoto emphasizes
that such acquisitions are part of a long-term strategy and should not be judged based short-term
gains and losses, especially short-term changes in company stock prices. The book also highlights
common pitfalls hidden within the expected benefits of these overseas acquisitions. Dr. Matsumoto
provides valuable insights for executives, corporate managers working on strategy, finance and
overseas development, practitioners, researchers and MBA students trying to succeed in cross
border merger and acquisitions using 16 case studies and careful investigation.
  talbots going out of business: Gabriel's Redemption Sylvain Reynard, 2013-12-03 The New
York Times bestselling Gabriel's Inferno series reaches new heights as Gabriel and Julia's
relationship is challenged by past secrets and present foes in this captivating novel—NOW A FILM
FROM PASSIONFLIX! Professor Gabriel Emerson has left his position at the University of Toronto to
embark on a new life with his beloved Julia. Together, he’s confident that they can face any
challenge. And he’s eager to become a father. But Julia’s graduate program threatens Gabriel’s
plans, as the pressures of being a student become all consuming. When she is given the honor of
presenting an academic lecture at Oxford, Gabriel is forced to confront Julia about the subject of her
presentation—research that conflicts with his own. And in Oxford, several individuals from their past
appear, including an old nemesis intent on humiliating Julia and exposing one of Gabriel’s darkest
secrets. In an effort to confront his remaining demons, Gabriel begins a quest to discover more
about his biological parents, beginning a chain of events that has startling repercussions for himself,
Julianne, and his hope of having a family.
  talbots going out of business: George Magoon and the Down East Game War Edward D. Ives,
1993 George Magoon (1851-1929), a notorious moose and deer poacher in Maine, was the hero of
scores of funny stories of how he outwitted game wardens. Preserving these oral histories, Edward
Ives documents Magoon's life and explores his significance as a folk hero within the context of the
conservation movement, the cult of the sportsman, and Maine's increasingly restrictive game laws. A
rich and subtle book, an important work by a major scholar. . . . It is a major contribution to folklore
studies, and to history and American studies as well. -- Journal of American Folklore
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