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tamu political science degree plan offers students a comprehensive curriculum designed to equip them with a
robust understanding of political systems, theories, and practical applications. This degree plan is structured
to provide a balance between foundational knowledge, specialized courses, and opportunities for experiential
learning. Students pursuing a political science degree at Texas A&M University benefit from a curriculum that
emphasizes analytical skills, critical thinking, and a deep understanding of governmental institutions and
processes. The program also prepares graduates for diverse career paths in government, law, public policy, and
international affairs. This article will explore the core components of the TAMU political science degree plan,
including degree requirements, course structure, specializations, and career opportunities.
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Overview of the TAMU Political Science Degree Plan

The TAMU political science degree plan is designed to offer a thorough grounding in the discipline of political
science, combining theoretical frameworks with practical insights. The program provides students with the
tools needed to analyze political behavior, institutions, and policies on local, national, and global scales. It
emphasizes the development of critical thinking, research methodologies, and effective communication skills.
Texas A&M’s curriculum reflects current political challenges and trends, preparing students to engage with
contemporary issues in politics and governance. The degree plan is suitable for those interested in careers in
public service, law, academia, and beyond.

Degree Requirements and Course Structure

Students enrolled in the TAMU political science degree plan must complete a series of required courses,
electives, and general education credits to graduate. The curriculum is structured to ensure a solid
foundation in political science principles alongside opportunities for academic exploration.

Core Curriculum

The core curriculum establishes the fundamental knowledge base necessary for political science majors. It
typically includes courses in political theory, comparative politics, international relations, and American
government. These courses introduce essential concepts and methodologies that underpin the study of politics.

Credit Hour Requirements

The degree plan usually requires completion of approximately 120 credit hours, which includes general
education, major-specific courses, and electives. Within the major, students often need to complete around 36
to 42 credit hours focused on political science subjects.



General Education and Electives

In addition to major requirements, students must fulfill Texas A&M’s general education requirements, which
cover disciplines such as humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, and communication. Electives provide
flexibility for students to pursue related interests or deepen their knowledge in particular areas of political
science.

Specializations and Elective Options

TAMU’s political science degree plan offers various areas of specialization that allow students to tailor
their studies to specific interests within the field. These tracks help students develop expertise and prepare for
targeted career paths.

American Politics and Policy

This specialization focuses on the structures, processes, and policies of the United States government.
Courses examine electoral politics, public policy analysis, and the workings of federal, state, and local
government institutions.

Comparative Politics

The comparative politics track explores political systems and behaviors across different countries and
regions. Students study political regimes, development, democratization, and conflict to gain a global
perspective.

International Relations

This area emphasizes the interactions between nations, international organizations, and global issues such as
security, diplomacy, and international law. It prepares students for careers in diplomacy, international
organizations, and global policy analysis.

Public Administration and Policy

Students interested in government operations and public sector management may choose this specialization. It
covers topics such as public budgeting, organizational theory, and policy implementation.

Elective Courses

Electives allow students to explore interdisciplinary topics or deepen their understanding of particular fields.
Some popular elective themes include political philosophy, human rights, environmental politics, and data
analysis for political research.

Experiential Learning and Research Opportunities

The TAMU political science degree plan emphasizes experiential learning to complement classroom instruction.
Students have access to various opportunities to apply their knowledge in real-world settings and engage in
research projects.



Internships

Internship programs connect students with governmental agencies, non-profit organizations, political
campaigns, and think tanks. These internships provide practical experience and networking opportunities essential
for career development.

Undergraduate Research

Students are encouraged to participate in research under faculty mentorship. Research projects allow
students to investigate political phenomena using qualitative and quantitative methods, enhancing their
analytical skills and academic credentials.

Study Abroad Programs

Texas A&M offers study abroad options that enable political science students to gain international exposure
and a deeper understanding of global political systems. These programs enrich students’ perspectives and
cultural competence.

Career Paths and Professional Development

Graduates of the TAMU political science degree plan are well-prepared for a wide range of professional
opportunities. The program’s comprehensive curriculum and experiential components equip students with skills
valued in various sectors.

Government and Public Service

Many alumni pursue careers in local, state, or federal government, working in legislative offices, public policy
analysis, or administrative roles. The degree provides a strong foundation for understanding governmental
operations and policy-making processes.

Law and Legal Professions

The political science degree is an excellent precursor to law school. Courses in constitutional law, civil
liberties, and political theory prepare students for legal studies and careers as attorneys, judges, or legal
analysts.

International Affairs and Diplomacy

Graduates interested in global politics often find employment in international organizations, diplomatic
services, or non-governmental organizations focused on development, human rights, or conflict resolution.

Business and Consulting

Political science graduates also apply their analytical and communication skills in the private sector,
working in consulting, market research, corporate government relations, and strategic planning.



Skills Developed

Critical thinking and analytical reasoning

Research methodology and data analysis

Effective written and oral communication

Understanding of political institutions and processes

Problem-solving in complex political environments

Frequently Asked Questions

What courses are required for the Political Science degree plan at Texas
A&M University?

The Political Science degree plan at Texas A&M requires core courses in American politics, comparative
politics, international relations, political theory, and research methods, along with several electives and a
capstone course.

Can I specialize within the Political Science degree at Texas A&M?

Yes, Texas A&M offers several concentrations within the Political Science degree, including American Politics,
Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory.

How many credit hours are needed to complete the Political Science degree
at Texas A&M?

To graduate with a Political Science degree from Texas A&M, students must complete approximately 120
credit hours, including general education, major requirements, and electives.

Are internships available for Political Science students at Texas A&M?

Yes, Texas A&M encourages Political Science students to participate in internships to gain practical experience
in government, non-profits, or political organizations.

Does Texas A&M Political Science degree plan include research
opportunities?

Yes, students have opportunities to engage in faculty-led research projects and independent research as part of
their Political Science degree at Texas A&M.

What career services does Texas A&M provide for Political Science majors?

Texas A&M offers career counseling, job fairs, resume workshops, and networking events specifically to
support Political Science majors in preparing for careers in public service, law, and related fields.



Is there a senior thesis requirement in the Political Science degree plan at
Texas A&M?

While not mandatory for all tracks, some Political Science concentrations at Texas A&M offer or require a
senior thesis or capstone project to demonstrate comprehensive knowledge.

How can I declare Political Science as my major at Texas A&M?

Students can declare Political Science as their major by meeting with an academic advisor within the
Department of Political Science and completing the necessary paperwork through the university's student
services.

Additional Resources
1. American Government and Politics Today
This comprehensive textbook offers an in-depth overview of the American political system, including the
Constitution, political institutions, and public policy. It integrates current events and real-world examples
to help students understand the practical implications of political theories. Ideal for those pursuing a
political science degree, it lays a strong foundation for understanding U.S. government operations.

2. International Relations: Perspectives and Controversies
Focusing on global politics, this book explores various theories and practices in international relations. It
covers critical topics such as diplomacy, conflict, international organizations, and global governance. The
text encourages critical thinking about the complexities of the international system, making it essential for
students interested in comparative politics and foreign policy.

3. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices
This book provides a detailed examination of different political systems across the world, comparing
democratic and authoritarian regimes. It emphasizes political structures, electoral systems, and the role of
political culture. The comparative approach helps students develop analytical tools to evaluate political
challenges globally.

4. Political Science Research Methods
A key resource for understanding how to design and conduct research in political science, this book covers
qualitative and quantitative methodologies. It introduces students to data collection, analysis, and
interpretation techniques crucial for academic and professional success. The text is practical and accessible,
aiding students in developing rigorous research skills.

5. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives
This book examines the policy-making process, including agenda-setting, formulation, implementation, and
evaluation. It highlights the role of political actors and institutions in shaping public policy, with case
studies to illustrate real-world applications. Students learn to critically analyze policy alternatives and
their social impacts.

6. Texas Politics Today
Focusing specifically on the political landscape of Texas, this book covers state government, political
behavior, and public policy issues unique to Texas. It provides historical context and current analysis, helping
students understand regional political dynamics. This title is particularly relevant for students enrolled at
Texas A&M University.

7. Political Theory: An Introduction
This text explores the foundational ideas and thinkers that have shaped political thought, from classical
philosophers to modern theorists. It covers concepts such as justice, liberty, power, and democracy. The book
encourages students to engage critically with normative questions about governance and society.

8. Environmental Politics and Policy
Addressing the intersection of politics and environmental issues, this book analyzes how governments and



organizations respond to environmental challenges. Topics include climate change, sustainability, and
environmental regulation. It is crucial for students interested in how political science informs environmental
decision-making.

9. Law and Politics in the United States
This book explores the relationship between the legal system and political processes in the U.S., including the
role of courts, constitutional law, and civil rights. It helps students understand how legal frameworks
influence political outcomes and vice versa. The text combines theory with case studies to illustrate key
concepts.
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engagement in the freshman year that persists through the senior year, and improve retention. This
book focuses on the learning community model that is the most flexible to implement in terms of
scheduling, teacher collaboration, and design: the linked course. The faculty may teach
independently or together, coordinating syllabi and assignments so that the classes complement
each other, and often these courses are linked around a particular interdisciplinary theme. Creating
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their motivations and policy platforms, and documents the path taken to capture state policy
agendas. It argues that No Child Left Behind incentivized civic education advocates to mobilize a
“call to action” to restore emphasis on civics that materialized into national policy reform proposals
that successfully captured the agendas of state legislatures and bureaucracies. This book analyzes
the implementation and sustainability of these civic education policy reforms by undertaking a
comparative case study analysis of school districts in Utah and Connecticut. Through the voices of
teachers and district administrators, the book tells the story of what happened when these state
policy reforms inspired by national initiatives hit the local level where the rubber meets the road. As
ideological debates about schools and democracy unfold across the country, as civic education
advocates and proposals proliferate, this book treats civic education not as panacea but as a
concrete policy area to be analyzed and understood. It contextualizes the current debate and offers a
critical assessment of the most recent, comprehensive state-level civic education policy reform. It
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