
tampa juvenile assessment center
tampa juvenile assessment center plays a critical role in the juvenile justice system in Tampa,
Florida, providing comprehensive evaluation and support services for youth who come into contact
with law enforcement. This facility focuses on assessing the needs and risks of juveniles to ensure
proper intervention, rehabilitation, and public safety. By offering a structured environment for
assessment, the center helps guide decisions regarding detention, diversion, and treatment plans.
The Tampa juvenile assessment center collaborates with various community agencies, social services,
and the courts to facilitate effective outcomes for at-risk youth. This article explores the center’s
functions, services, intake procedures, and its impact on the juvenile justice system in Tampa.
Additionally, it highlights the benefits of such assessment centers in reducing juvenile recidivism and
promoting positive youth development.
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Overview of Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center
The Tampa juvenile assessment center serves as a specialized facility designed to evaluate juveniles
who have been detained or referred by law enforcement or the courts. Its primary goal is to provide
timely and accurate assessments that inform decisions about detention, release, or placement in
rehabilitation programs. The center operates under strict guidelines to ensure the safety, rights, and
well-being of youth while facilitating a thorough evaluation of their behavioral, psychological, and
social needs. This center is an essential component of Tampa’s juvenile justice infrastructure,
emphasizing early intervention and tailored support to reduce future delinquent behavior.

Purpose and Mission
The mission of the Tampa juvenile assessment center is to promote public safety and youth
accountability by providing comprehensive assessment services. It aims to identify the underlying
factors contributing to juvenile delinquency and recommend appropriate interventions. By doing so, it
helps divert low-risk youth from detention, connect them with community resources, and ensure that
higher-risk individuals receive the supervision and treatment necessary to reduce reoffending.



Facility and Operating Hours
The center maintains a secure and youth-friendly environment where assessments are conducted by
trained professionals including social workers, psychologists, and juvenile justice specialists.
Operating hours often accommodate the needs of law enforcement and the courts, providing around-
the-clock intake services to respond quickly to juvenile referrals.

Services Provided by the Center
The Tampa juvenile assessment center offers a wide range of services aimed at evaluating and
addressing the needs of youth involved in the justice system. These services are designed to support
rehabilitation and reduce the likelihood of future offenses through targeted interventions and
referrals.

Comprehensive Risk and Needs Assessments
One of the core services of the center is conducting detailed assessments that evaluate the juvenile’s
risk of reoffending, mental health status, educational needs, and family environment. These
assessments guide decision-making by courts and juvenile probation officers.

Crisis Intervention and Counseling
The center provides immediate crisis intervention for juveniles experiencing emotional or behavioral
crises. Counseling services are offered to help stabilize youth and connect them with longer-term
therapeutic resources when necessary.

Referral and Case Management
Following assessment, the center refers juveniles to appropriate community programs such as
substance abuse treatment, mental health services, educational support, and family counseling. Case
managers work closely with youth and their families to coordinate these services and monitor
progress.

Detention Screening and Alternatives
To reduce unnecessary detention, the center conducts detention screenings that help determine
whether a juvenile requires secure detention or can be safely released under supervision. Alternatives
to detention include home supervision, electronic monitoring, and community-based programs.

Intake and Assessment Procedures
The intake process at the Tampa juvenile assessment center is designed to be swift and thorough,
ensuring that juveniles receive appropriate evaluations shortly after their referral. This process



balances the need for public safety with the rights and welfare of the youth.

Initial Referral and Intake
Juveniles are typically referred to the center by law enforcement officers following an arrest or by the
juvenile court system. Upon arrival, intake staff collect demographic information, conduct preliminary
screenings, and begin the assessment process.

Assessment Tools and Methods
The center utilizes standardized assessment tools that measure behavioral risks, mental health
issues, and family dynamics. These tools are evidence-based and administered by trained
professionals to ensure reliability and consistency in evaluations.

Decision-Making and Reporting
Based on assessment findings, staff prepare detailed reports and recommendations for juvenile court
judges, probation officers, and social service agencies. These reports influence decisions about
detention, case planning, and placement in rehabilitative programs.

Collaboration with Community and Legal Agencies
The Tampa juvenile assessment center functions as a hub of collaboration among multiple agencies
involved in juvenile justice and youth services. This cooperative approach enhances the effectiveness
of interventions and resource allocation.

Partnerships with Law Enforcement
The center works closely with local police departments to facilitate the safe and timely intake of
juveniles. Law enforcement receives guidance and support from the center regarding detention
criteria and alternative measures.

Coordination with Juvenile Courts
Assessment results are shared with juvenile courts to support informed judicial decisions. The center
assists courts by providing expert evaluations and recommendations that align with the youth’s best
interests and community safety.

Linkages to Social Services and Community Programs
The center maintains relationships with mental health providers, educational agencies, substance
abuse programs, and family support services. This network ensures a continuum of care for juveniles



beyond the assessment phase.

Impact on Juvenile Justice and Youth Rehabilitation
The Tampa juvenile assessment center significantly influences the juvenile justice system by
promoting early identification of risk factors and connecting youth to appropriate interventions. This
proactive approach contributes to lowering rates of detention and recidivism.

Reducing Detention and Recidivism
By accurately assessing the needs and risks of juveniles, the center helps prevent unnecessary
detention and provides alternatives that support rehabilitation. Studies indicate that youth receiving
targeted interventions through assessment centers are less likely to reoffend.

Supporting Positive Youth Outcomes
The center’s holistic approach addresses behavioral, psychological, and social challenges faced by
youth, fostering positive development and successful reintegration into the community. Engagement
with families and support networks is a key component of this success.

Benefits of Juvenile Assessment Centers
Juvenile assessment centers like the one in Tampa offer numerous benefits to the justice system,
youth, and the community. These advantages highlight the importance of such facilities in managing
juvenile delinquency effectively.

Timely and accurate assessments: Ensure that juveniles receive appropriate interventions
based on individual needs.

Reduction in unnecessary detention: Helps prevent the negative effects of detention on
youth development.

Improved coordination: Facilitates collaboration among law enforcement, courts, and social
services.

Enhanced public safety: By focusing on rehabilitation and risk management, the center
contributes to safer communities.

Support for families: Engages families in the rehabilitation process, promoting long-term
success.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center?
The Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center is a facility dedicated to assessing juveniles who are involved
in the justice system to determine their needs and appropriate interventions.

Who operates the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center?
The Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center is typically operated by the Hillsborough County Juvenile
Justice Services or a similar local government agency focused on juvenile services.

What services does the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center
provide?
The center provides assessment, screening, and evaluation services for juveniles to determine risk
levels, mental health needs, and appropriate rehabilitation programs.

How does the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center help reduce
juvenile recidivism?
By assessing individual needs and providing tailored interventions such as counseling, education, and
community programs, the center aims to reduce repeat offenses among youth.

Can parents visit their children at the Tampa Juvenile
Assessment Center?
Visitation policies vary, but generally, parents or legal guardians can visit juveniles during designated
times following the center's guidelines.

Is the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center involved in mental
health evaluations?
Yes, mental health evaluations are a key part of the assessment process to identify any psychological
issues that need to be addressed.

What age group does the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center
serve?
The center serves juveniles typically ranging from ages 10 to 17 who are involved with the juvenile
justice system.

How can juveniles be referred to the Tampa Juvenile



Assessment Center?
Referrals usually come through law enforcement, schools, or juvenile courts when a youth is involved
in legal issues or behavioral concerns requiring assessment.

Where is the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center located?
The Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center is located in Tampa, Florida, within Hillsborough County, often
near other juvenile justice or social service offices.

Additional Resources
1. Inside Tampa's Juvenile Assessment Center: A Comprehensive Overview
This book provides an in-depth look at the operations and goals of the Tampa Juvenile Assessment
Center. It explores how the center plays a crucial role in evaluating and supporting youth who come
into contact with the justice system. Readers gain insight into the assessment process, intervention
strategies, and community partnerships that help steer juveniles toward positive outcomes.

2. The Path to Rehabilitation: Stories from Tampa's Juvenile Assessment Center
Featuring real-life stories and case studies, this book sheds light on the transformative experiences of
youth at the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center. It highlights the challenges faced by at-risk juveniles
and the dedicated staff who work tirelessly to provide guidance, counseling, and resources. The
narrative emphasizes hope, resilience, and the power of early intervention.

3. Juvenile Justice in Tampa: Policies and Practices at the Assessment Center
This detailed examination covers the legal framework and policy decisions that shape the functioning
of the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center. It discusses how juvenile justice reforms and community
involvement influence assessment protocols and rehabilitation efforts. The book serves as a valuable
resource for policymakers, practitioners, and advocates interested in juvenile justice.

4. Supporting Tampa’s Youth: Programs and Services at the Juvenile Assessment Center
An informative guide to the various programs offered by the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center,
including mental health counseling, educational support, and family services. The book explains how
these services are designed to address the unique needs of juveniles and promote their well-being. It
also highlights successful collaborations with other community organizations.

5. Challenges and Successes: Evaluating Tampa’s Juvenile Assessment Center
This analytical work reviews the effectiveness of the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center through data
and performance metrics. It identifies strengths, areas for improvement, and the impact of the center
on reducing recidivism rates among youth. The author offers recommendations for enhancing
assessment techniques and expanding supportive services.

6. From Assessment to Action: Intervention Strategies at Tampa’s Juvenile Center
Focusing on the intervention approaches used at the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center, this book
outlines methods for addressing behavioral, emotional, and social issues among juveniles. It includes
practical tools and therapeutic models employed by staff to foster positive change. The text serves as
a guide for social workers, counselors, and juvenile justice professionals.

7. Community Collaboration and Tampa’s Juvenile Assessment Center



This volume explores the vital role of community partnerships in the success of the Tampa Juvenile
Assessment Center. It details how collaboration with schools, law enforcement, nonprofits, and
families creates a supportive network for at-risk youth. The book highlights best practices for building
and sustaining these relationships to improve juvenile outcomes.

8. Juvenile Assessment and Cultural Competency in Tampa
Addressing the importance of cultural sensitivity, this book examines how the Tampa Juvenile
Assessment Center incorporates cultural competency into its evaluations and services. It discusses
challenges related to diversity and inclusion and presents strategies to ensure equitable treatment for
all juveniles. The work is essential for professionals committed to culturally responsive juvenile
justice.

9. Future Directions: Innovations in Tampa’s Juvenile Assessment Center
Looking ahead, this book investigates emerging trends and technological advancements that could
enhance the Tampa Juvenile Assessment Center’s work. Topics include the use of data analytics,
virtual assessments, and trauma-informed care models. The author envisions a future where
innovation drives more effective support and rehabilitation for youth in the justice system.
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  tampa juvenile assessment center: Tampa, Florida's Juvenile Assessment Center
Lawrence K. Furbish, Heather Gunas, Connecticut. General Assembly. Office of Legislative
Research, 1996 Discusses the Tampa, Florida Juvenile Assessment Center (JAC).
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Juvenile Justice Sourcebook Albert R. Roberts, 2004-07-22
Several million reported and unreported delinquent acts take place each year. In fact, according to
the U.S. Department of Justice and the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, juvenile delinquency,
acting-out and oppositional behavior, illegal drugs, guns, and youth violence are pervasive
throughout American society. Juvenile Justice Sourcebook is the first comprehensive volume devoted
exclusively to the biopsychosocial assessment, police and juvenile court processing, and institutional
and community-based treatment and rehabilitation of juvenile offenders. The overriding objective of
this sourcebook is to trace the tremendous progress achieved toward resolving juvenile justice
issues, dilemmas, and controversies, while providing futuristic visions for the juvenile justice field.
Each chapter, authored by preeminent expert practitioners and researchers, explores topics ranging
from innovative counseling and multisystemic programs, to restorative justice, to rehabilitation
programs such as aggression replacement training, wilderness programs, family treatment,
substance abuse treatment, restitution, and aftercare. This volume, grounded in history and
exhaustive research, presents the latest evidence-based policies, programs, and innovative
treatment alternatives. Examining the entire juvenile justice system, including juvenile law, policies,
practices, and research, the Juvenile Justice Sourcebook will be invaluable to all juvenile justice
practitioners, policy analysts, researchers, and students.
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Family Empowerment as an Intervention Strategy in
Juvenile Delinquency Richard Dembo, 2001 Between 1994 and 1997, arrested youths processed at
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the Hillsborough County Juvenile Assessment Center (Florida) and their families had the option of
enrolling in a Family Empowerment Intervention program. This volume discusses the concept and
goals of the program and reports on its long term effects on juvenile offender recidivism and
psychosocial functioning. The volume was co-published simultaneously as Journal of Offender
Rehabilitation, v.33, no.1, 2001. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Family Empowerment Intervention Letitia C Pallone,
Richard Dembo, Robert James Schmeidler, 2014-02-25 Use this important intervention to improve
your practice with substance-using youths and their families! This vital book gives you a detailed
review of a National Institute on Drug Abuse-funded, long-term clinical trial of the Family
Empowerment Intervention (FEI). The subjects are youths who have been arrested and processed at
the Hillsborough County Juvenile Assessment Center and their families. With information on the
conceptual foundations and clinical practices of the intervention and an examination of its one-year
and longer-term impact on these youths’ recidivism and psychosocial functioning, Family
Empowerment Intervention: An Innovative Service for High-Risk Youth and Their Families will help
you provide better services to these difficult-to-serve clients. Bringing you up-to-date on all aspects
of this unique intervention, this book: examines the pressing need for this kind of intervention gives
you an essential overview of the FEI describes the selection process for subject involvement in the
project and the methods of data collection used examines the FEI’s impact on crime as well as its
short- and long-term impact on and drug and alcohol use suggests ways to improve the FEI
Complete with dozens of easy-to-understand tables and figures as well as five helpful appendixes,
this well-referenced volume is essential reading for anyone working with this highly volatile
population. Make it a part of your collection today!
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Prevention and Societal Impact of Drug and Alcohol
Abuse Robert T. Ammerman, Peggy J. Ott, Ralph E. Tarter, 1999-03 The chapters in this book
provide a comprehensive overview of the pervasive effects throughout society of substance abuse, as
well as of prevention programs at a variety of levels. The book will be of value to scholars and those
working in the field alik
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Drug Testing Technology Tom Mieczkowski,
2020-11-25 Covering a wide range of research currently being done in drug analysis, Drug Testing
Technology: Assessment of Field Applications compares and evaluates various methods used to
determine abused drugs taken by individuals, and their application in various programs and
contexts. Controversies associated with various methods, including urine analysis and hair analysis,
are examined. Contributors from a wide diversity of disciplines offer advanced knowledge,
encompassing work which is technical as well as markedly philosophical. Chapters provide
overviews of drug incorporation into hair; the use of hair analysis for compliance measurement in
the use of anti-epileptic medications; and the application of drug testing to the psychiatric treatment
of substance abuse disorders. Drug Testing Technology: Assessment of Field Applications provides
information useful in medical applications, workplace testing, criminal justice monitoring community
epidemiology, and drug treatment assessment.
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Foundations of Behavioral Health Bruce Lubotsky Levin,
Ardis Hanson, 2019-06-29 This comprehensive book examines the organization, financing, delivery,
and outcomes of behavioral health (i.e., alcohol, drug abuse, and mental health) services from both
U.S. and global perspectives. Addressing the need for more integrative and collaborative approaches
in public health and behavioral health initiatives, the book covers the fundamental issues in
behavioral health, including epidemiology, insurance and financing, health inequities,
implementation sciences, lifespan issues, cultural responsiveness, and policy. Featuring insightful
research from scholars in an interdisciplinary range of academic and professional fields, chapters
fall into three distinct sections: Overview: Outlines the defining characteristics of behavioral health
services and identifies significant challenges in the field At-Risk Populations: Explores critical issues
for at-risk populations in need of behavioralhealth services, including children in school
environments, youth in juvenile justice systems, and persons with developmental disabilities, among



others Services Delivery: Presents a rationale for greater integration of health and behavioral health
services, and contextualizes this explanation within global trends in behavioral health policy,
systems, and services An in-depth textbook for graduate students studying public health, behavioral
health, social work policy, and medical sociology, as well as a useful reference for behavioral health
professionals and policy makers, Foundations of Behavioral Health provides a global perspective for
practice and policy in behavioral health. It promotes better understanding of the importance of
integrating population health and behavioral health services, with an eye towards improving and
sustaining public health and behavioral health from national, regional, and global perspectives.
  tampa juvenile assessment center: The Crisis of the Young African American Male in
the Inner Cities: Transcript of proceedings United States Commission on Civil Rights, 2000
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Hennepin County Juvenile Assessment Center Planning
Project , 1999
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Transcript of proceedings United States Commission on
Civil Rights, 2000
  tampa juvenile assessment center: The International Journal of the Addictions , 1995
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Juvenile Justice and Delinquency David Springer, Albert
Roberts, 2011-04-18 Traces the progress toward resolving critical juvenile justice and delinquency
issues, and to provide cutting-edge intervention strategies to effectively rehabilitate juvenile
offenders and prevent delinquency. The 21 chapters in this book are divided into four sections. Part I
provides an overview of juvenile delinquency and the juvenile justice system. In this section, we
examine historical, political, legal, and arrest delinquency trends and consider comprehensive
community planning as one strategy for improving the juvenile justice system. Part II explores early
crime prevention strategies, effective programs to reduce antisocial behavior and school bullying,
and the powerful relationship between school performance and juvenile delinquency. Part III
examines and critiques a range of developmental, familial, and sociological theories that are
commonly used to explain and understand juvenile delinquency. Finally, in Part IV, we examine a
range of juvenile justice treatment and policy alternatives, including mental health screening and
assessment, suicide prevention, evidence-based intervention models, police responses and strategies
to delinquency, drug and mental health courts, therapeutic jurisprudence, restorative justice, female
delinquency, and community-based after-care.
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Handbook of Youth and Justice Susan O. White,
2013-11-11 When approached by Plenum to put together a volume of social science research on the
topic of youth and justice, I found the interdisciplinary challenge of such a project intriguing. Having
spent 2 years as Director of the Law and Social Science Program at the National Science
Foundation, I was well aware of the rich diversity of research that could fit within that topic. I also
knew that excellent research on youth and justice was coming from different communities of
researchers who often were isolated from each other in their respective disciplines as psychologists,
sociologists, criminologists, or policy analysts. I saw this project as an opportunity to break down
some of this isolation by introducing these researchers-and their work-to each other and to the
broader community of social scientists interested in law and justice. There was another gap, or set of
gaps, to be bridged as well. The juvenile justice system and the criminal justice system differ in
significant ways, and the civil justice system, which is a major venue for issues of youth and justice,
is yet another separate world. Few researchers are likely to know the whole picture. For example, a
focus on juvenile justice often ignores the extent to which civil justice proceedings shape the lives of
young people through divorce, custody, adoption, family preservation policies, and other actions
(and vice versa).
  tampa juvenile assessment center: The Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment Wesley
G. Jennings, George E. Higgins, Mildred M. Maldonado-Molina, David N. Khey, 2016-01-19 The
Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment provides the most comprehensive reference for a vast
number of topics relevant to crime and punishment with a unique focus on the
multi/interdisciplinary and international aspects of these topics and historical perspectives on crime



and punishment around the world. Named as one of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles of 2016
Comprising nearly 300 entries, this invaluable reference resource serves as the most up-to-date and
wide-ranging resource on crime and punishment Offers a global perspective from an international
team of leading scholars, including coverage of the strong and rapidly growing body of work on
criminology in Europe, Asia, and other areas Acknowledges the overlap of criminology and criminal
justice with a number of disciplines such as sociology, psychology, epidemiology, history, economics,
and public health, and law Entry topics are organized around 12 core substantive areas:
international aspects, multi/interdisciplinary aspects, crime types, corrections, policing, law and
justice, research methods, criminological theory, correlates of crime, organizations and institutions
(U.S.), victimology, and special populations Organized, authored and Edited by leading scholars, all
of whom come to the project with exemplary track records and international standing 3 Volumes
www.crimeandpunishmentencyclopedia.com
  tampa juvenile assessment center: The Crisis of the Young African American Male in the
Inner Cities: Topic papers submitted to the Commission United States Commission on Civil Rights,
2000
  tampa juvenile assessment center: The Crisis of the Young African American Male in
the Inner Cities: Topic papers submitted to the commission , 2000
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Aggression, Antisocial Behavior, and Violence
Among Girls Martha Putallaz, Karen L. Bierman, 2005-07-19 From leading authorities, this book
traces the development of female aggression and violence from early childhood through adulthood.
Cutting-edge theoretical perspectives are interwoven with longitudinal data that elucidate the
trajectories of aggressive girls' relationships with peers, with later romantic partners, and with their
own children. Key issues addressed include the predictors of social and physical aggression at
different points in the lifespan, connections between being a victim and a perpetrator, and the
interplay of biological and sociocultural processes in shaping aggression in girls. Concluding
commentaries address intervention, prevention, juvenile justice, and related research and policy
initiatives.
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Social Work in Juvenile and Criminal Justice
Settings Albert R. Roberts, David W. Springer, 2007 In this completely revised and updated classic,
Professors Roberts and Springer, along with 51 justice-oriented and forensic experts, have set the
standard of care for mental health treatment and the delivery of social services to crime victims,
juvenile and adult offenders, and their families. The second edition of Social Work in Juvenile and
Criminal Justice Settings was published almost ten years ago in 1997, and was also translated to
Chinese. Now Dr. Roberts, Dr. Springer, and their team of 51 prominent chapter authors have done
such a thorough job of updating and finding new authors, that the end result is a comprehensive new
book. In this third edition, 16 of the 31 chapters are new and specially written for this book. A
growing number of mental health professionals are recognizing the need to examine current
evidence-based program developments, assessment, and treatment practices with crime victims and
offenders. This book focuses on the multiple roles and practices of justice social workers, also known
as forensic social workers and crisis counselors. Many professional social workers, counselors and
field placement students work in corrections and probation, forensic mental health, addictions
treatment, juvenile justice, victim assistance, and police social work settings. In the words of Dean
Barbara W. White (former President, Council on Social Work Education, and NASW) in her laudatory
Foreword to this edition: This groundbreaking book provides the necessary blueprints and
guidelines for best practices with crime victims as well as juvenile and adult offenders in
institutional, community- based, diversion, and aftercare programs. . . . This is the first all-inclusive,
authoritative, exceptionally well-written volume on social policies and social work practices in both
juvenile justice and criminal justice settings. . . . This book is a landmark achievement. An increasing
number of offenders and victims have been found to be
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Our Children, Their Children Darnell F. Hawkins,
Kimberly Kempf-Leonard, 2010-02-15 In Our Children, Their Children, a prominent team of



researchers argues that a second-rate and increasingly punitive juvenile justice system is allowed to
persist because most people believe it is designed for children in other ethnic and socioeconomic
groups. While public opinion, laws, and social policies that convey distinctions between our children
and their children may seem to conflict with the American ideal of blind justice, they are hardly at
odds with patterns of group differentiation and inequality that have characterized much of American
history. Our Children, Their Children provides a state-of-the-science examination of racial and ethnic
disparities in the American juvenile justice system. Here, contributors document the precise
magnitude of these disparities, seek to determine their causes, and propose potential solutions. In
addition to race and ethnicity, contributors also look at the effects on juvenile justice of suburban
sprawl, the impact of family and neighborhood, bias in postarrest decisions, and mental health
issues. Assessing the implications of these differences for public policy initiatives and legal reforms,
this volume is the first critical summary of what is known and unknown in this important area of
social research.
  tampa juvenile assessment center: Strategies for Integrating Substance Abuse
Treatment and the Juvenile Justice System Denver Juvenile Justice Integrated Treatment
Network, 1999
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