
taylor guitars company history

taylor guitars company history traces the remarkable evolution of a brand that has become synonymous
with innovation, quality, and craftsmanship in the world of acoustic guitars. Founded in the late 20th
century, Taylor Guitars has grown from a small startup into one of the most respected guitar manufacturers
globally. This article explores the origins of Taylor Guitars, the key milestones in its development, its
unique approach to guitar making, and its impact on the music industry. By understanding the company’s
history, one gains insight into how Taylor Guitars has consistently blended tradition with cutting-edge
technology to meet the needs of musicians worldwide. The following sections will offer a detailed
overview of the company’s founding, growth phases, product innovations, and its commitment to
sustainability and quality.
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Founding and Early Years
The taylor guitars company history began in 1974 when Bob Taylor and Kurt Listug co-founded the
company in El Cajon, California. Both founders shared a passion for guitar making and a vision to create
high-quality acoustic guitars that combined traditional craftsmanship with modern manufacturing
techniques. Initially, Taylor Guitars operated on a small scale, focusing on handcrafting instruments that
appealed to professional musicians and discerning enthusiasts. The founders emphasized precision and
attention to detail, which quickly set their guitars apart from competitors. Early on, the company
prioritized customer feedback to refine their designs and improve playability.

Bob Taylor’s Role
Bob Taylor, a skilled luthier, played a crucial role in shaping the company’s direction. His background in



woodworking and deep understanding of guitar acoustics allowed him to innovate guitar construction
methods. Taylor’s emphasis on quality control and consistency became foundational principles for the brand.
His work ensured that every guitar produced met exacting standards, helping to establish the company’s
reputation for excellence.

Kurt Listug’s Contributions
Kurt Listug, with his business acumen and marketing skills, complemented Taylor’s craftsmanship. Listug’s
efforts in expanding the company’s reach and building relationships with retailers and distributors were
instrumental to Taylor Guitars’ early success. Together, the founders combined their strengths to build a
company culture that valued both artistry and business strategy.

Growth and Expansion
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, the taylor guitars company history reflects a period of significant growth
and expansion. The brand’s commitment to quality and innovation allowed it to capture a growing segment
of the acoustic guitar market. Taylor Guitars expanded its production facilities and workforce to meet
increasing demand. During this time, the company also began to develop a broader range of models to
appeal to different types of players, from beginners to seasoned professionals.

Production Facility Expansion
In response to rising demand, Taylor Guitars invested in larger manufacturing spaces equipped with
advanced machinery. This helped streamline production processes while maintaining the handcrafted
quality that defined the brand. The company’s headquarters moved to El Cajon, California, where it
maintains a state-of-the-art facility designed to foster innovation and craftsmanship.

International Market Penetration
By the late 1990s, Taylor Guitars had established a strong presence in international markets. The company’s
products became popular in Europe, Asia, and other regions, thanks in part to strategic partnerships and
effective distribution networks. This global expansion solidified Taylor’s position as a leading acoustic guitar
manufacturer worldwide.

Innovations and Technological Advancements
Innovation has been a cornerstone of the taylor guitars company history. Taylor Guitars is known for
integrating modern technology with traditional guitar building techniques to enhance sound quality,



playability, and durability. The company has pioneered several important advancements that have
influenced the entire guitar industry.

Introduction of Bolt-On Necks
One of Taylor’s most notable innovations was the introduction of the bolt-on neck design. This feature
allows for easier neck adjustments and repairs, improving the guitar’s longevity and ease of maintenance.
The bolt-on neck also contributes to consistent playability across different instruments, a significant
improvement over traditional glued neck joints.

Expression System Electronics
Taylor Guitars developed the Expression System pickup technology to enhance the amplified sound of
acoustic guitars. This proprietary system captures the natural tone of the instrument with high fidelity,
offering musicians superior sound quality in live and studio settings. The Expression System has undergone
multiple iterations, each improving performance and user experience.

Use of Sustainable Tonewoods
Technological advancements also extend to Taylor’s efforts in sourcing and utilizing sustainable tonewoods.
The company has invested in research and development to identify alternative woods that maintain
excellent tonal properties while reducing environmental impact. This commitment reflects a forward-
thinking approach to guitar manufacturing.

Product Lines and Signature Models
The taylor guitars company history includes the development of diverse product lines tailored to various
musical styles and player preferences. Taylor offers an extensive catalog ranging from entry-level
instruments to high-end custom models, each crafted with the same dedication to quality.

Core Series
The Core Series represents Taylor’s foundational product range, featuring popular models such as the 100,
200, 300, and 400 Series. These guitars offer excellent value and are designed to appeal to a broad spectrum
of players. Each series incorporates specific tonewoods and design elements to create distinctive sound
profiles.



Builder’s Edition
The Builder’s Edition showcases Taylor’s premium craftsmanship and innovative features. These guitars
include unique appointments, enhanced playability, and state-of-the-art electronics. They are targeted at
professional musicians seeking superior instruments for recording and performance.

Signature Artist Models
Taylor has collaborated with numerous renowned artists to produce signature models that reflect the
musicians’ styles and preferences. These limited-edition guitars often incorporate custom features and
exclusive designs, adding to the brand’s prestige and appeal.

100, 200, 300, and 400 Series – Entry to mid-level guitars

500, 600, 700, 800, and 900 Series – High-end tonewood selections

Builder’s Edition – Premium craftsmanship and features

GS Mini Series – Compact and travel-friendly guitars

Signature Models – Artist collaborations and custom editions

Commitment to Sustainability and Ethics
Environmental responsibility is a key aspect of the taylor guitars company history. Taylor Guitars has
demonstrated a strong commitment to sustainability, ethical sourcing, and conservation efforts. The
company actively participates in initiatives that protect forests and promote responsible harvesting of
tonewoods.

Responsible Wood Sourcing
Taylor Guitars prioritizes the use of FSC-certified woods and has invested in alternative materials to reduce
reliance on endangered species. The company maintains close relationships with suppliers to ensure
compliance with environmental regulations and ethical standards.



Reforestation Programs
In addition to responsible sourcing, Taylor supports reforestation projects worldwide. These efforts help
replenish timber supplies and preserve natural habitats, aligning with the company’s long-term
sustainability goals.

Industry Leadership
Taylor Guitars is recognized as a leader in sustainable guitar manufacturing. The company openly shares its
practices and collaborates with industry peers to promote environmental stewardship across the music
business.

Impact on the Music Industry
The taylor guitars company history reveals a brand that has significantly influenced acoustic guitar design,
manufacturing, and usage among musicians. Taylor Guitars’ innovations have set new standards for quality
and playability, inspiring both amateur and professional players around the world.

Adoption by Renowned Musicians
Many prominent artists across various genres endorse and utilize Taylor guitars, contributing to the
company’s visibility and reputation. These endorsements underscore the instruments’ reliability and
superior sound quality.

Advancing Guitar Technology
Taylor’s technological contributions, such as the bolt-on neck and Expression System pickups, have been
widely adopted, pushing the entire industry forward. These advancements have improved the overall
musician experience and expanded creative possibilities.

Educational and Community Engagement
Taylor Guitars also supports music education and community programs, fostering new generations of guitar
players. Through workshops, sponsorships, and partnerships, the company promotes musical growth and
cultural enrichment.



Frequently Asked Questions

When was Taylor Guitars founded?
Taylor Guitars was founded in 1974.

Who were the founders of Taylor Guitars?
Taylor Guitars was founded by Bob Taylor and Kurt Listug.

Where is Taylor Guitars headquartered?
Taylor Guitars is headquartered in El Cajon, California, USA.

What innovation is Taylor Guitars known for in their company history?
Taylor Guitars is known for introducing the NT neck joint, which allows for easier neck adjustments.

How did Taylor Guitars impact the acoustic guitar market?
Taylor Guitars revolutionized the acoustic guitar market with its focus on playability, modern
manufacturing techniques, and sustainable wood sourcing.

What role did Bob Taylor play in the company's development?
Bob Taylor, as a master luthier, led design innovations and quality control, helping Taylor Guitars become a
leading acoustic guitar brand.

How has Taylor Guitars contributed to sustainability in the guitar
industry?
Taylor Guitars has been a pioneer in using responsibly sourced tonewoods and promoting sustainable
forestry practices.

When did Taylor Guitars start producing electric guitars?
Taylor Guitars expanded into electric guitars with the introduction of their T5 model in 2005.

What is the significance of the Taylor Academy Series in the company



history?
The Taylor Academy Series, launched in 2017, made high-quality guitars more accessible to beginners,
expanding the company's market reach.

How has Taylor Guitars maintained its reputation over the years?
Taylor Guitars has maintained its reputation through continuous innovation, excellent craftsmanship,
customer engagement, and commitment to sustainability.

Additional Resources
1. Crafting Sound: The Taylor Guitars Story
This book delves into the origins and growth of Taylor Guitars, from its founding in 1974 to becoming one
of the most respected guitar manufacturers in the world. It explores the innovative techniques and
technology that have set Taylor apart in the industry. Readers will gain insight into the company's
commitment to quality, sustainability, and artist collaboration.

2. The Taylor Tradition: Innovation Meets Craftsmanship
Focusing on the blend of tradition and modernity, this book showcases how Taylor Guitars has balanced
handcraftsmanship with cutting-edge technology. It covers the development of the patented Taylor neck
joint and other design breakthroughs. The narrative highlights the company's impact on acoustic guitar
manufacturing and player experience.

3. Wood and Wonder: The Art of Taylor Guitars
This beautifully illustrated book celebrates the artistry behind Taylor Guitars' instruments. It offers a
detailed look at the selection of tonewoods, the woodworking processes, and the aesthetic choices that define
Taylor guitars. Interviews with craftsmen and company founders provide a personal perspective on the
brand’s dedication to excellence.

4. Resonance: The Evolution of Taylor Guitars
Tracing the company’s journey through decades of change, this title examines key moments in Taylor
Guitars’ history, including expansions, product innovations, and market challenges. It highlights how the
company adapted to shifting musical trends and consumer demands. The book also explores Taylor’s global
influence and community involvement.

5. Behind the Strings: The Taylor Guitars Legacy
This book offers an insider’s view of Taylor Guitars, featuring stories from employees, luthiers, and notable
artists who have partnered with the company. It reveals the company culture and the collaborative spirit
that fuels innovation. Readers will appreciate the detailed accounts of guitar development and the passion
behind the brand.



6. Taylor Guitars: A Harmony of Heritage and Technology
Exploring the intersection of heritage craftsmanship and technological advancement, this book details how
Taylor Guitars has pioneered new manufacturing methods without sacrificing quality. It includes
discussions on the use of CNC machines, sustainable materials, and the company’s environmental initiatives.
The narrative emphasizes Taylor’s role in shaping modern acoustic guitar production.

7. Strings Attached: The Rise of Taylor Guitars
This biography-style book chronicles the entrepreneurial journey of Bob Taylor and Kurt Listug, the
founders of Taylor Guitars. It highlights their vision, challenges, and milestones in building a guitar
empire. The book provides context on the competitive landscape of the guitar industry during Taylor’s rise.

8. The Taylor Sound: Innovation in Acoustic Guitar Design
Focusing on the technical and sonic innovations introduced by Taylor Guitars, this book explores design
elements such as the Expression System pickup and V-Class bracing. It explains how these innovations
have influenced the sound and playability of acoustic guitars. Musicians and enthusiasts will find detailed
analyses of Taylor’s engineering feats.

9. Building a Legacy: Taylor Guitars and Sustainable Craftsmanship
This book emphasizes Taylor Guitars’ commitment to environmental responsibility and sustainability in
guitar making. It covers initiatives like responsible wood sourcing, partnerships with conservation
organizations, and eco-friendly manufacturing practices. The narrative showcases how Taylor integrates
sustainability with high-quality craftsmanship to build a lasting legacy.
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  taylor guitars company history: Guitar Lessons Bob Taylor, 2011-02-04 The inside story of
the founding and growth of Taylor Guitars, one of the world's most successful guitar manufacturers
Bob Taylor mixes the details of his experience as a tradesman and cofounder of Taylor Guitars, a
world-famous acoustic and electric guitar manufacturer, with philosophical life lessons that have
practical application for building a business. From the “a-ha” moment in junior high school that
inspired his very first guitar, Taylor has been living the American dream, crafting quality products
with his own hands and building a successful, sustainable business. In Guitar Lessons, he shares the
values that he lives by and that have provided the foundation for the company’s success. Be inspired
by a story of guts and gumption, an unwavering commitment to quality, and the hard lessons that
made Taylor Guitars the company it is today.
  taylor guitars company history: The Taylor Guitar Book Teja Gerken, 2023-12-19 Growing
from a small custom shop in the early 1970s to the only new brand to have challenged the traditional
Big Three of American acoustic guitars (Gibson, Guild, and Martin), Taylor has effectively changed
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the marketplace for acoustic steel-string guitars and influenced every other maker of acoustic
stringed instruments. But Taylor's influence in the guitar market goes far beyond the guitars
themselves. Having pioneered the use of modern building techniques – such as utilizing CNC
machines, UV-finishing, etc. – the company has been an undisputed leader when it comes to
innovation. Taylor's latest efforts are concentrated on wood conservation, and again, the company is
setting the example that the industry is following. The Taylor Guitar Book combines a historical story
line with useful hands-on information about model changes over the years – to help readers learn
how to identify and date a Taylor – and features shop and factory photos (both historical and
current) as well as full-color images of guitars.
  taylor guitars company history: History of the American Guitar Tony Bacon, 2012-03-01
(Book). First published in 2001 and now updated and expanded, History of the American Guitar
begins in New York City in the 1830s with the arrival of Christian Martin, from Germany, to set up
the Martin company. From that historic moment, the book takes readers on a fascinating and
comprehensive visual tour of U.S. guitar history. Over 75 brand names are represented, with more
than 300 guitars photographed in stunning detail, including Bigsby, Danelectro, D'Angelico,
D'Aquisto, Ditson, Dobro, Dyer, Epiphone, Fender, Gibson, Gretsch, James Trussart, Kay, Maccaferri,
Martin, Micro-Frets, Mosrite, Oahu, Ovation, Regal, Rickenbacker, Stella, Stromberg, Suhr, Taylor,
Vega, Washburn, Wilkanowski, and many more. The interrelated stories of the guitar, mandolin, and
banjo are mixed seamlessly with the history of the diverse American music that grew and prospered
with these instruments, from country to blues, from jazz to rock. The bulk of the instruments
illustrated were part of the celebrated collection of Scott Chinery, photographed before Chinery's
untimely death and the subsequent break-up of his unique collection. The book presents every
important episode in the story of the American luthier's art and is an unparalleled resource for every
musician, collector, and music fan.
  taylor guitars company history: Taylor Guitars Michael John Simmons, 2003 In 1974 Bob
Taylor and Kurt Listug bought the American Dream, a small San Diego guitar building company
where they were both working at the time. Like many young men in that period, Taylor and Listug
had dreams of making their marks as luthiers. But unlike all of those other aspiring builders, Taylor
and Listug were able to take a tiny workshop and turn it into one of the most successful guitar
companies in American musical history. Taylor Guitars: 30 Years of a New American Classic tells the
story of how Taylor and Listug took the American Dream and transformed it into a company that
produces more than 70,000 high-quality guitars a year. This book features dozens of full-color
photographs of many rare guitars including instruments Bob Taylor built before the company's
founding, standard production models (including the acoustic bass and the new nylon string series),
custom-built instruments, and special celebrity models.
  taylor guitars company history: The NOW Revolution Jay Baer, Amber Naslund, 2011-01-14
The social web has changed the way we do business forever The future of your company is not in
measured, considered responses and carefully planned initiatives. Business today is about
near-instantaneous response. About doing the best you can with extremely limited information.
About every customer being a reporter, and every reporter being a customer. About winning and
losing customers in real-time, every second of every day. About a monumental increase in the
findable commentary about our companies. Having the time and information required to make a
considered business decision is a luxury - a luxury that's quickly facing extinction. Yet business
hasn't adapted to this evolution. And adapt you must. This book isn't about how to do social media.
Instead, The Now Revolution outlines how you must retool your organization to make real-time
business work for you rather than against you. Read about seven shifts that will help you make your
company faster, smarter, and more social: Engineer a New Bedrock Find Talent You Can Trust
Organize your Armies Answer the New Telephone Emphasize Response-Ability Build a Fire
Extinguisher Make a Calculator The Now Revolution is pushing you to adapt the way you do
business, from the inside out. It impacts your organization culturally, operationally, and functionally.
This book is your guide to making the changes you need, and to harnessing the potential of this new



communication era.
  taylor guitars company history: Cool Wooden Box W. Rand Smith, 2023-07-14 “In Cool
Wooden Box, Rand Smith has cleverly woven person, social, and musical histories into a compelling
narrative. In doing so, Smith has illustrated just how, well, cool the steel string acoustic guitar, its
makers, and its players are.” —John Thomas, author of Kalamazoo Gals: A Story of Extraordinary
Women and Gibson’s “Banner” Guitars of WWII, and field editor for The Fretboard Journal
Beginning with a comparison of the American acoustic guitar world in the early 1960s with that of
today, then describing iconic performances at storied venues such as The Ark in Ann Arbor while
meticulously researching the instrument’s top makers, Smith assembles a passion-filled and
eye-opening history of that “cool wooden box” from the folk era through the pandemic. The author
focuses on both the playing and making of the acoustic guitar, concluding that the instrument has
been transformed in both aspects during the last sixty years. On the playing side, Smith examines
the influences on, and the impact of, such guitarists as David Bromberg, Elizabeth Cotten, Paul
Geremia, and Norman Blake. On the making side, the author takes the reader into the
tradition-minded yet dynamic world of lutherie. He traces how the oldest, most revered companies
whose reputations are based on legendary breakthroughs in lutherie, Gibson and Martin, have
adapted as the new lutherie movement of innovative small-scale producers, exemplified by
interviewees such as Michael Gurian, Bill Collings, Richard Hoover, and Dana Bourgeois, arose.
Starting small and then growing exponentially, Taylor Guitars is a wholly different “player” in
acoustic guitar building, and Smith compellingly tells its story. Finally, Cool Wooden Box considers
the effects of globalization on the industry. Clocking thousands of miles and hours of interviews with
guitar makers, suppliers, and sellers, W. Rand Smith has created not only a detailed history of the
acoustic guitar, but also a lasting tribute to an instrument he so clearly reveres.
  taylor guitars company history: Guitar Makers Kathryn Marie Dudley, 2014-11-10 The craft
tradition of making string instruments goes back to Stradivarius, the 18th-century luthier whose
instruments today are very nearly priceless. Kathryn Dudley here takes us on a quest for the Guitar
Heroes of the 21st century, the luthiers whose artisanal skills (as opposed computer numerical
control technology) produce exquisite one-of-a-kind instruments. But she tracks industrial
guitar-making as well as artisanal, starting with the post-WW II golden era of the Martin and Gibson
companies on to a second golden era, a result of new modes of information sharing. She has
interviewed 100 luthiers and 50 dealers, collectors, musicians, material suppliers, and guitar festival
organizers. We see how the advent of disco caused sales of acoustic guitars to plummet in the 1980s,
and meet the key individuals who rescued both the craft and the big companies from almost certain
demise. In-depth portraits of guitar-makers illuminate the kinds of emotional and tactile engagement
these skilled workers have with the wood they shape into a guitar s unique voice. They talk to wood,
and listen to what the piece of wood wants to be, how the grain is going to go, they bring wood to
life, treating it not as a passive object but as a collaborator in the production process. Along the way,
we meet up with consequences of the 1992 law prohibiting sales of Brazilian rosewood, as well as
taking tours of the Martin Company museum and factory, and devour with pleasure her portraits of
student and apprentice luthiers as well as masters. The interaction between people and things yields
a longing to be in perfect synch with sound and with the human bodywhat Dudley calls acoustic
desire. No other book has so perceptively shown us the role of human hands in shaping a guitar s
unique voice.
  taylor guitars company history: American Basses Jim Roberts, James H. Roberts, 2003-05
Alfabetisk værk om basguitarer gennem 50 år
  taylor guitars company history: History of Contra Costa County, California J. P.
Munro-Fraser, 1882
  taylor guitars company history: Responsible Business Operations Jayashankar M.
Swaminathan, Vinayak Deshpande, 2021-02-09 This book presents state-of-the-art research on
responsible operations practices. The book identifies the challenges and opportunities arising from
the shift towards responsible business operations and examines these issues through the lenses of



operations management, emphasizing the supply chain transformations associated with these
changes. Developing a responsible business model presents a great opportunity for firms to
differentiate in the marketplace through innovative models and insights around responsible
operations and supply chain management. To do so, companies in many industries are changing
their practices around sourcing materials, supplier compliance around processes and labor,
scientific and sustainable approaches to farming in emerging countries, managing counterfeiting
risks, and public health management. Responsible Business Operations: Challenges and
Opportunities is divided into three sections. Section 1 focuses on environmental responsibility for
companies. It also explores alternative energy solutions for both the developed and developing
world, as well as worldwide carbon footprint reduction efforts. Section 2 is dedicated to social
responsibility, with chapters covering topics including improving agricultural food chains and
humanitarian challenges for businesses. Finally Section 3 promotes ethical responsibility, analyzing
ways to improve supplier compliance to product, process and ethical standards.
  taylor guitars company history: The Devil Is in It John Stubbings, 2025-09-16 The rich history
of the acoustic guitar and its impact on the music world. In 2020, guitar expert John Stubbings
released a limited-edition book on the American acoustic guitar that sold out in days. Now, The Devil
Is in It returns with additional research and subject matter for a new generation of readers.
Stubbings traveled the country and met with guitar makers, players, collectors, and historians to
unravel the long and rich history of the acoustic guitar, its evolution, and the music it has made over
the last hundred years. Starting with the eighteenth-century European classical guitar, luthiers
altered the instrument, changing the way musicians played them, and in turn the music they made.
This slow but steady transformation created the iconic American flat-top that became influential
across genres and rooted itself in cultural significance. The guitar developed from an obscure
instrument into a superstar of the musical world, rivaling then overshadowing its competition. Tied
to artists from Gillian Welch and Tracy Chapman to Taylor Swift and Ed Sheeran, the acoustic guitar
maintains its eminence in American music and culture. The story of an alluring instrument that
shaped the music of the twentieth century, The Devil Is in It is a must-read for lovers of the acoustic
guitar and the music it has made.
  taylor guitars company history: The Leader's Greatest Return John C. Maxwell, 2020-01-28
Dive into a masterclass with world-renowned leadership expert John C. Maxwell as he shares the
most important lessons he’s learned about the leadership development process over the last quarter
century. What is the greatest return on a leader’s time? After leaders have invested in their own
leadership growth, what is the best way to accomplish their vision and grow their organizations?
Develop other leaders! The more leaders an organization has and the better equipped they are to
lead, the more successful the organization and its leaders. In the last twenty-five years, New York
Times bestselling author John C. Maxwell has grown from equipping a handful of leaders in one
organization to developing millions of business, government, and nonprofit leaders in every country
around the world. In this book, Maxwell takes the reader step-by-step through the process of
identifying, attracting, empowering, and positioning leaders to create a culture capable of then
reproducing and compounding the value of its leaders. In The Leader’s Greatest Return, you will be
instructed on: The Leadership Table - Create a place where people not yet leading at your level can
come, be welcomed and try on leadership. The 7 Motivators - Review the seven motivators and
discover what motivates each person and then lead him or her accordingly. Team Success - Use the
10-80-10 method to set people up for success and empower them to perform at a high level. Who to
Grow as a Leader - Love and value everyone but use the Pareto principle to choose who to grow as
a?leader. This is where leaders really experience the compounding value of developing leaders and
go to the highest levels of leadership themselves. The Leader’s Greatest Return is perfect for anyone
who wants to take the next step in their leadership, build their organization or team today, and
create their legacy for tomorrow needs to read.
  taylor guitars company history: History of Contra Costa County, California , 1882 Facsimile
reprint of the 1882 ed. published by W.A. Slocum, San Francisco.



  taylor guitars company history: Guitar Lessons Bob Taylor, 2011-01-25 The inside story of the
founding and growth of Taylor Guitars, one of the world's most successful guitar manufacturers Bob
Taylor mixes the details of his experience as a tradesman and cofounder of Taylor Guitars, a
world-famous acoustic and electric guitar manufacturer, with philosophical life lessons that have
practical application for building a business. From the “a-ha” moment in junior high school that
inspired his very first guitar, Taylor has been living the American dream, crafting quality products
with his own hands and building a successful, sustainable business. In Guitar Lessons, he shares the
values that he lives by and that have provided the foundation for the company’s success. Be inspired
by a story of guts and gumption, an unwavering commitment to quality, and the hard lessons that
made Taylor Guitars the company it is today.
  taylor guitars company history: Acoustic Guitar Richard Johnston, Michael Simmons, Teja
Gerken, Frank Ford, 2005-04-01 (Guitar Reference). Foreword by C.F. Martin IV. This
comprehensive guide explains how to buy and maintain the guitar that matches your needs. From its
beginning in European classical music, through American innovations like blues, jazz, country, and
all the way to rock, pop and folk, the acoustic guitar's versatility is remarkable. This book covers all
types of models with an emphasis placed on steel-string flattops, archtops and classical guitars.
Topics covered include: How to tell the difference between a good sounding and bad sounding
instrument; How much of the sound is determined by the wood; How to amplify and maintain its
natural sound; How much money to spend in order to get an instrument that matches your level of
playing; A color section illustrates historically significant instruments.
  taylor guitars company history: The PRS Guitar Book Dave Burrluck, 2007 (Guitar
Reference). The PRS Guitar Book details every facet of the wonderful electric guitars made by PRS,
the Maryland-based company founded in 1985 by musician and guitar builder Paul Reed Smith. The
paperback edition is updated to include all the latest information on the acclaimed Singlecut models,
as well as the intriguing story of the Santana SE the company's first venture into overseas
manufacture. An inviting narrative describes the evolution of this internationally renowned guitar
maker, while dynamic color photography spotlights outstanding PRS guitars such as the Signature,
signed by Smith; the Dragon, sporting opulent shell inlays; the Swamp Ash Special and Rosewood
Limited, using non-standard materials; and ultra-rare models from limited and custom runs. Other
featured guitars include the latest acoustic-electrics, and the Santana models that celebrate the
partnership between PRS guitars and their best-known player, Carlos Santana. A special section
highlights the company's famed use of highly patterned maple woods, displaying the most stunning
flame-top and quilt-top examples. This definitive book also provides an absorbing photo-essay on the
making of a PRS guitar, plus specifications for identifying and dating PRS instruments. The PRS
Guitar Book is a must-have for any collector, PRS owner, or anyone who appreciates PRS guitars.
Guitar Digest Masterful ... tons of gorgeous, full-color photos. Guitar Player This hefty volume of
brilliantly colorful guitars made by Paul Reed Smith exemplifies the best and the brightest... Dirty
Linen A fitting tribute to a company which has, in a short time, come to symbolize a quality
alternative to the 'big two' American electric guitar manufacturers. Vintage Guitar
  taylor guitars company history: Martin Guitars Jim Washburn, Richard Johnston, 1997 This
lavishly illustrated photo album is an insider's guide to Martin Guitar--the company whose
instruments shaped the American sound of music. Told through interviews with major rock, folk, and
country stars who revere Martin guitars, the book is a must have for guitar lovers and collectors.
450 color photos.
  taylor guitars company history: Child X Jamie Mustard, 2025-07-29 A vivid, compelling and
heartrending memoir. —Booklist “Evocative . . . Intimate yet universally resonant . . . a powerful
memoir that takes us down the darkest corridors of Scientology.” —Kirkus Reviews “Hey, kid. Kid.”
A voice in the darkness of the slum dorm. I awoke to my stale, bare mattress. It was midnight. The
arm of a male nanny reached into the closet where my bed was, roughly jostling me. “You have to
get up. They’re coming.” A notorious movement cloaked in secrecy. A prosperous Black family that
rose from the ashes of American slavery. A forgotten boy. And a daring escape. Jamie Mustard was



born into one of the most influential fringe movements in the 1970s: Scientology. Raised on a mythos
of spaceships and made to believe that it was his life’s purpose to help save the world, he was
determined to survive—not only unsurvivable neglect but also the impossible physical and
psychological gauntlet of extreme poverty and illiteracy. Child X is a dark existential journey into a
deepest hole of human existence and the road back. The unbelievable story of a lost generation of
children, Child X takes readers through Jamie’s childhood and adolescence in “the movement,” his
daring escape, and his rise into self-possession. With wit and vulnerability, Jamie sheds light on one
of the untold, but not uncommon, accounts of a powerful Black family that rose from the ashes of
slavery to prominence and wealth, and how the counterculture of the 1960s and 70s caused that rise
to crumble. This deeply personal true story gives a child’s-eye view of one of the most notorious
American religious movements in history. Despite his family’s success, Jamie would be born a slave
and then reborn an artist. Through extraordinary encounters with celebrity, icons and historical
figures, it also powerfully places Black American history in the larger context of world events. A
universal story of resilience in the face of overwhelming odds, Child X celebrates yet transcends
race—and is ultimately an uplifting impossible to believe story of rising out of adversity and building
a life full of meaning and connection. With this book, Jamie continues working to restore his family’s
legacy and provides a salient saga of the road to humanity and self-possession.
  taylor guitars company history: San Diego Creative Directory , 2006
  taylor guitars company history: Examining Blank Spaces and the Taylor Swift
Phenomenon Keith Nainby, 2024-08-09 Examining Blank Spaces and the Taylor Swift Phenomenon:
An Investigation of Contingent Identities examines Taylor Swift’s art, her public image, and Swiftie
fan communities. Keith Nainby argues that Swift’s songs offer a consistent focus on evolving
identities, helping create the unique character of Swiftie fan communities.
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