W1 GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

W1 GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS ARE A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND HUNTING REGULATION IN

W/ 1SCONSIN. THESE DESIGNATED GEOGRAPHIC AREAS HELP MANAGE W/ILDLIFE POPULATIONS, HABITAT CONDITIONS, AND HUNTING
ACTIVITIES EFFECTIVELY THROUGHOUT THE STATE. UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE, PURPOSE, AND REGULATIONS RELATED TO
W/ | GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS IS ESSENTIAL FOR HUNTERS, CONSERVATIONISTS, AND OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE. THis
ARTICLE EXPLORES THE FRAMEWORK OF GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS IN \X/ISCONSIN/ THEIR ROLE IN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT, AND
HOW THEY IMPACT HUNTING SEASONS AND REGULATIONS. ADDITIONALLY, IT WILL OQUTLINE HOW THESE UNITS ARE ORGANIZED
AND THE BENEFITS THEY PROVIDE TO BOTH WILDLIFE AND PEOPLE. BY THE END, READERS WILL HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF HOW W/ | GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS CONTRIBUTE TO SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE PRACTICES.

o OVERVIEW OF W/| GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS
e PURPOSE AND IMPORTANCE OF GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

® STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION OF MANAGEMENT UNITS

® REGULATIONS AND HUNTING IN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

BeNerITs oF GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS TO W/ILDLIFE AND HUNTERS

OverVIEW oF WI| GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

W/ | GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS REPRESENT SPECIFIC REGIONS WITHIN W/ ISCONSIN DESIGNATED FOR THE PURPOSE OF MANAGING
WILDLIFE POPULATIONS AND HUNTING ACTIVITIES. THESE UNITS ARE DELINEATED BASED ON ECOLOGICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL, AND
ADMINISTRATIVE FACTORS TO FACILITATE EFFECTIVE WILDLIFE OVERSIGHT. THEY PROVIDE A SYSTEM FOR MONITORING ANIMAL
POPULATIONS, ENFORCING HUNTING REGULATIONS, AND IMPLEMENTING CONSERVATION EFFORTS. THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT
ofF NATURAL RESOURCES (DNR) IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DEFINING AND MANAGING THESE UNITS, ENSURING THAT WILDLIFE
RESOURCES ARE USED SUSTAINABLY AND FAIRLY ACROSS THE STATE.

DEeFINITION AND SCOPE

GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS IN W ISCONSIN COVER VARIOUS HABITATS RANGING FROM FORESTS AND WETLANDS TO
AGRICULTURAL LANDS. EACH UNIT IS DEFINED BY BOUNDARIES THAT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT NATURAL FEATURES SUCH AS RIVERS,
ROADS, AND TOPOGRAPHY. THE SCOPE OF THESE UNITS EXTENDS TO MANAGING DIFFERENT GAME SPECIES INCLUDING DEER,
TURKEY, WATERFOWL, AND SMALL GAME ANIMALS. BY SEGMENTING THE STATE INTO MANAGEABLE UNITS, THE DNR CAN TAILOR
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND HUNTING REGULATIONS SPECIFIC TO THE ECOLOGICAL NEEDS AND POPULATION DYNAMICS OF EACH
AREA.

HisTorICAL DEVELOPMENT

THE CONCEPT OF GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS IN \W/ISCONSIN HAS EVOLVED OVER DECADES AS WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
ADVANCED. EARLY EFFORTS FOCUSED ON BASIC GAME REGULATION, BUT AS SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING GREW, THE DNR
ADOPTED A MORE STRUCTURED APPROACH. THIS INCLUDED DIVIDING THE STATE INTO UNITS TO MONITOR POPULATIONS MORE
ACCURATELY AND RESPOND TO CHANGES IN HABITAT AND SPECIES ABUNDANCE. OVER TIME, THESE UNITS HAVE BEEN ADJUSTED
TO REFLECT SHIFTS IN WILDLIFE DISTRIBUTION, HUMAN ACTIVITY, AND CONSERVATION PRIORITIES.



PUrRPOSE AND IMPORTANCE OF GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF W/ | GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS IS TO MAINTAIN BALANCED AND HEALTHY WILDLIFE POPULATIONS
WHILE PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR REGULATED HUNTING. THESE UNITS ENABLE WILDLIFE MANAGERS TO APPLY SCIENCE-BASED
STRATEGIES IN POPULATION CONTROL, HABITAT IMPROVEMENT, AND DISEASE MANAGEMENT. THEY ALSO SERVE AS
ADMINISTRATIVE ZONES FOR SETTING HUNTING SEASONS, BAG LIMITS, AND LICENSING REQUIREMENTS TAILORED TO THE
CONDITIONS OF EACH UNIT.

W ILDLIFE POPULATION MANAGEMENT

GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS ALLOW FOR PRECISE MONITORING AND CONTROL OF WILDLIFE POPULATIONS. W/ ILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS
COLLECT DATA WITHIN EACH UNIT TO ASSESS POPULATION SIZES, REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS, AND MORTALITY RATES. THiS
INFORMATION GUIDES DECISIONS SUCH AS ADJUSTING HUNTING QUOTAS OR IMPLEMENTING CONSERVATION MEASURES. MANAGING
POPULATIONS AT THE UNIT LEVEL HELPS PREVENT OVERPOPULATION OR DEPLETION, PROTECTING BOTH THE ANIMALS AND THEIR
HABITATS.

HABITAT CONSERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT

EACH MANAGEMENT UNIT INCLUDES DIVERSE HABITATS THAT REQUIRE SPECIFIC CONSERVATION APPROACHES. THE DNR uUsEs
THESE UNITS TO FOCUS HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECTS, CONTROL INVASIVE SPECIES, AND IMPROVE FOOD SOURCES FOR GAME
ANIMALS. BY TARGETING EFFORTS GEOGRAPHICALLY, HABITAT QUALITY CAN BE ENHANCED TO SUPPORT THRIVING WILDLIFE
COMMUNITIES ACROSS W/ISCONSIN.

STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION OF MANAGEMENT UNITS

THE STRUCTURE OF W/| GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS IS DESIGNED TO BALANCE GEOGRAPHICAL COHERENCE WITH WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT NEEDS. THE UNITS ARE GROUPED INTO LARGER REGIONS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EFFICIENCY BUT MAINTAIN DISTINCT
BOUNDARIES THAT REFLECT ECOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES. THIS ORGANIZATION FACILITATES COORDINATED MANAGEMENT EFFORTS
ACROSS THE STATE.

NUMBER AND Size oF UNITS

W/ISCONSIN IS DIVIDED INTO SEVERAL DOZEN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS, EACH VARYING IN SIZE DEPENDING ON TERRAIN AND
WILDLIFE DISTRIBUTION. L ARGER UNITS OFTEN ENCOMPASS RURAL OR FORESTED AREAS WITH LOWER HUMAN DENSITY, WHILE
SMALLER UNITS MAY BE FOUND NEAR URBAN CENTERS OR IN REGIONS WITH CONCENTRATED WILDLIFE POPULATIONS. THE SIZE AND
BOUNDARIES ARE REGULARLY REVIEWED AND UPDATED TO RESPOND TO CHANGING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS.

ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS

THE STATE’S GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS ARE GROUPED INTO BROADER ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS OVERSEEN BY THE W/ISCONSIN
DNR. THESE REGIONS HELP COORDINATE LAW ENFORCEMENT, RESEARCH, AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES. REGIONAL OFFICES MAINTAIN
STAFF WHO SPECIALIZE IN MANAGING THE GAME UNITS WITHIN THEIR JURISDICTION, ENSURING CONSISTENT APPLICATION OF
REGULATIONS AND MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES.

REGULATIONS AND HUNTING IN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

W | GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS PLAY A CRITICAL ROLE IN ESTABLISHING HUNTING REGULATIONS TAILORED TO LOCAL WILDLIFE
CONDITIONS. THESE REGULATIONS VARY BY UNIT TO REFLECT DIFFERENCES IN ANIMAL POPULATIONS, HABITAT, AND HUMAN
IMPACT. HUNTERS MUST UNDERSTAND AND COMPLY WITH UNIT-SPECIFIC RULES TO ENSURE ETHICAL AND LEGAL HUNTING



PRACTICES.

HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS

EACH GAME MANAGEMENT UNIT MAY HAVE DISTINCT HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS SET BY THE WISCONSIN DNR. THESE
DIFFERENCES HELP BALANCE HUNTER OPPORTUNITY WITH SUSTAINABLE HARVEST LEVELS. FOR EXAMPLE, SOME UNITS MAY
ALLOW LONGER HUNTING SEASONS OR HIGHER HARVEST LIMITS FOR DEER IF POPULATIONS ARE ROBUST, WHILE OTHERS IMPOSE
STRICTER CONTROLS TO PROMOTE RECOVERY.

LICENSING AND PERMITS

HUNTERS ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN APPROPRIATE LICENSES AND PERMITS SPECIFIC TO THE GAME MANAGEMENT UNIT IN WHICH
THEY HUNT. THE DNR ISSUES VARIOUS PERMITS SUCH AS ANTLERLESS DEER TAGS OR TURKEY LICENSES THAT CORRESPOND TO
UNIT REGULATIONS. COMPLIANCE WITH THESE REQUIREMENTS SUPPORTS RESPONSIBLE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AND FUNDING FOR
CONSERVATION PROGRAMS.

ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE

GAME WARDENS AND CONSERVATION OFFICERS ENFORCE HUNTING LAWS WITHIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS. THEY MONITOR
HUNTER ACTIVITIES, INVESTIGATE VIOLATIONS, AND ENSURE THAT HARVEST LIMITS AND SEASONS ARE RESPECTED. THis
ENFORCEMENT IS ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT EFFORTS AND PRESERVE GAME POPULATIONS
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

BeNeriTs oF GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS TO WILDLIFE AND HUNTERS

GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS PROVIDE NUMEROUS BENEFITS BY PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE POPULATIONS, ENHANCING
HUNTING EXPERIENCES, AND SUPPORTING ECOSYSTEM HEALTH. THESE UNITS CREATE A STRUCTURED APPROACH TO BALANCING
HUMAN RECREATION WITH CONSERVATION GOALS.

ENHANCED WILDLIFE SUSTAINABILITY

BY MANAGING WILDLIFE AT THE UNIT LEVEL, POPULATIONS ARE MAINTAINED AT HEALTHY AND ECOLOGICALLY APPROPRIATE
LEVELS. THIS REDUCES RISKS OF OVERHARVESTING AND HABITAT DEGRADATION, ENSURING THAT GAME SPECIES REMAIN
ABUNDANT AND RESILIENT OVER TIME.

IMPROVED HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES

HUNTERS BENEFIT FROM GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS THROUGH CAREFULLY REGULATED SEASONS AND QUOTAS THAT PROMOTE
FAIR AND MEANINGFUL HUNTING EXPERIENCES. UNITS WITH ABUNDANT WILDLIFE OFFER INCREASED CHANCES FOR SUCCESSFUL
HUNTS, WHILE THOSE WITH LIMITED POPULATIONS PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONSERVATION~MINDED HUNTERS TO
CONTRIBUTE TO SPECIES RECOVERY.

SuPPORT FOR CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

REVENUE GENERATED FROM HUNTING LICENSES AND PERMITS TIED TO GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS FUNDS HABITAT RESTORATION,
RESEARCH, AND EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES. THIS FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS CRITICAL FOR ONGOING WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
EFFORTS ACROSS W/ISCONSIN.



LisT oF Key BeneriTs oF WI GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

e TARGETED WILDLIFE POPULATION CONTROL

e HABITAT PRESERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT

e CUSTOMIZED HUNTING REGULATIONS FOR LOCAL CONDITIONS
® |MPROVED DATA COLLECTION AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES
® |NCREASED PUBLIC AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

® SUPPORT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE WIscoNSIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS?

W/1sCoNSIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS ARE DESIGNATED GEOGRAPHIC AREAS USED BY THE W/ISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES TO MANAGE WILDLIFE POPULATIONS AND REGULATE HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS.

How MANY GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS ARE THERE IN \W/ISCONSIN?

W/ISCONSIN IS DIVIDED INTO 11 GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS, EACH WITH SPECIFIC REGULATIONS TO ADDRESS THE UNIQUE
\WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT NEEDS OF THAT REGION.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND THE BOUNDARIES OF WI1SCONSIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS?

THE BOUNDARIES OF W/1SCONSIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS CAN BE FOUND ON THE W/ISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES WEBSITE, WHICH PROVIDES DETAILED MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS FOR EACH UNIT.

WHY ARE GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS IMPORTANT FOR HUNTERS IN W/ ISCONSIN?

GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS HELP ENSURE SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE POPULATIONS BY SETTING UNIT-SPECIFIC HUNTING SEASONS,
BAG LIMITS, AND REGULATIONS, WHICH HUNTERS MUST FOLLOW TO COMPLY WITH W/ ISCONSIN LAWS.

CAN HUNTING REGULATIONS DIFFER BETWEEN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS IN W/ ISCONSIN?

YES/ HUNTING REGULATIONS SUCH AS SEASON DATES, BAG LIMITS, AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS CAN VARY BETWEEN W/ ISCONSIN
GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS TO REFLECT LOCAL WILDLIFE POPULATION CONDITIONS AND MANAGEMENT GOALS.

How po | kNow WHICH GAME MANAGEMENT UNIT | AM IN WHEN HUNTING IN
X/ ISCONSIN?

HUNTERS CAN USE ONLINE INTERACTIVE MAPS, PRINTED DNR MAPS, orR GPS TooLS PROVIDED BY THE W/ISCONSIN DEPARTMENT
OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO DETERMINE WHICH GAME MANAGEMENT UNIT THEY ARE IN BEFORE HUNTING.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Wisconsin GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH OVERVIEW OF W/ISCONSIN'S GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS, DETAILING THEIR BOUNDARIES,
HABITATS, AND WILDLIFE POPULATIONS. |T SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR HUNTERS, CONSERVATIONISTS, AND
WILDLIFE ENTHUSIASTS WHO WANT TO UNDERSTAND HOW GAME SPECIES ARE MANAGED ACROSS THE STATE. | HE GUIDE ALSO
INCLUDES MAPS AND SEASONAL REGULATIONS RELEVANT TO EACH UNIT.

2. WiLoLiFE CONSERVATION STRATEGIES IN WISCONSIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

FOCUSING ON CONSERVATION EFFORTS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES VARIOUS STRATEGIES EMPLOYED WITHIN W/ISCONSIN’S GAME
MANAGEMENT UNITS TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE WILDLIFE POPULATIONS. [T COVERS HABITAT RESTORATION, POPULATION
MONITORING, AND THE ROLE OF PUBLIC POLICY IN SUSTAINABLE GAME MANAGEMENT. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE
CHALLENGES AND SUCCESSES OF LOCAL CONSERVATION PROGRAMS.

3. HUNTING IN WISCONSIN: NAVIGATING GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

DESIGNED FOR HUNTERS, THIS PRACTICAL MANUAL EXPLAINS HOW TO EFFECTIVELY NAVIGATE AND UTILIZE W ISCONSIN’S GAME
MANAGEMENT UNITS DURING HUNTING SEASONS. |IT PROVIDES TIPS ON UNDERSTANDING UNIT-SPECIFIC REGULATIONS, IDENTIFYING
PRIME HUNTING LOCATIONS, AND ETHICAL HUNTING PRACTICES. THE BOOK ALSO INCLUDES PERSONAL ANECDOTES AND EXPERT
ADVICE TO ENHANCE THE HUNTING EXPERIENCE.

4. EcoLoGy ANp WiLDLIFE oF WISCONSIN'S GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE ECOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF W/ISCONSIN’S GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS, HIGHLIGHTING THE DIVERSE
FLORA AND FAUNA FOUND WITHIN EACH AREA. |T EXPLAINS HOW ECOSYSTEMS FUNCTION AND THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING
BIODIVERSITY FOR HEALTHY GAME POPULATIONS. THE TEXT IS SUPPORTED BY SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND CASE STUDIES FROM
W ISCONSIN’S VARIED LANDSCAPES.

5. MarpinG WiSCONSIN'S GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS: TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES

A TECHNICAL GUIDE AIMED AT WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS AND LAND MANAGERS, THIS BOOK COVERS THE LATEST MAPPING
TECHNOLOGIES USED TO DELINEATE AND MANAGE W/ ISCONSIN’S GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS. I T DISCUSSES GIS APPLICATIONS,
REMOTE SENSING, AND DATA ANALYSIS METHODS CRUCIAL FOR EFFECTIVE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PLANNING. THE BOOK ALSO
ADDRESSES CHALLENGES IN MAPPING DYNAMIC WILDLIFE HABITATS.

6. SEASoNAL CHANGES AND WILDLIFE BEHAVIOR IN WISCONSIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW SEASONAL VARIATIONS IMPACT WILDLIFE BEHAVIOR AND DISTRIBUTION WITHIN W/ ISCONSIN’S GAME
MANAGEMENT UNITS. |T HIGHLIGHTS MIGRATION PATTERNS, BREEDING CYCLES, AND FOOD AVAILABILITY ACROSS DIFFERENT TIMES
OF THE YEAR. HUNTERS AND WILDLIFE WATCHERS WILL FIND THIS KNOWLEDGE VALUABLE FOR TIMING THEIR ACTIVITIES TO
OBSERVE OR HARVEST GAME.

7. PusLic PoLicy AND REGULATION ofF WiSconsIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

FOCUSING ON THE LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK, THIS BOOK ANALYZES HOW PUBLIC POLICY SHAPES THE
MANAGEMENT OF GAME UNITS IN W/ISCONSIN. [T COVERS HUNTING LAWS, LAND USE POLICIES, AND STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT IN
DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES. THE BOOK PROVIDES A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON GAME MANAGEMENT REGULATION AND ITS
EVOLUTION OVER TIME.

8. HABITAT ENHANCEMENT TECHNIQUES FOR WISCONSIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

THIS PRACTICAL VOLUME PRESENTS VARIOUS HABITAT IMPROVEMENT METHODS TAILORED TO WISCONSIN’S ECOSYSTEMS
WITHIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS. T OPICS INCLUDE PLANTING NATIVE VEGETATION, CREATING WATER SOURCES, AND
CONTROLLING INVASIVE SPECIES TO BOOST GAME POPULATIONS. THE BOOK IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR LANDOWNERS,
CONSERVATIONISTS, AND WILDLIFE MANAGERS.

9. CoMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATION IN WISCONSIN GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS

HIGHLIGHTING THE ROLE OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, THIS BOOK EXPLORES PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES DESIGNED TO ENGAGE LOCAL
COMMUNITIES IN THE STEWARDSHIP OF GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS. |T DISCUSSES EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH, VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES, AND PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND RESIDENTS. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE
OF FOSTERING A CONSERVATION ETHIC TO SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE GAME MANAGEMENT.
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Wisconsin deer hunting season will feature new units, bump in antlerless permits (Hosted
on MSN3mon) The 2025-26 Wisconsin white-tailed deer hunting seasons will feature antlerless deer
permits in all management units and, keeping with the recent trend, more of the state than ever will
have extended
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The Wisconsin DNR is working to reshape deer management units and is looking for your
input (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel9mon) A public comment period is open through Jan. 10 on
proposed changes to Wisconsin's deer management units. The modifications are part of a draft rule
issued by Department of Natural Resources to alter
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DNR will realign many deer management units before the 2025 hunting seasons. Where
will the changes take place? (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel7mon) The 2025 Wisconsin deer hunting
seasons will feature new boundaries to deer management units in the northern and central forest
regions as well as many metro zones, according to a rules package
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use while taking to the field. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources gathered input at a
public hearing
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