
why liberal universalism funtional for society

why liberal universalism funtional for society is a critical inquiry into how a philosophical framework that
emphasizes universal human rights and liberal values contributes positively to social structures. This article
explores the foundational principles of liberal universalism and examines its practical impact on societal
cohesion, governance, and individual freedoms. By understanding why liberal universalism funtional for society,
we can appreciate its role in promoting equality, justice, and global interconnectedness. The discussion includes
the benefits of applying universal liberal ideals in fostering inclusive communities and mitigating social
conflicts. Additionally, this article addresses common critiques and demonstrates how liberal universalism
adapts to diverse cultural contexts. The following sections offer a structured overview of the key reasons
why liberal universalism remains relevant and effective in modern societies.

The Foundations of Liberal Universalism

Promoting Equality and Human Rights

Enhancing Social Cohesion and Stability

Supporting Democratic Governance

Addressing Cultural Diversity and Globalization

Challenges and Adaptations of Liberal Universalism

The Foundations of Liberal Universalism

Liberal universalism is grounded in the belief that certain rights and values are universally applicable to all
individuals, regardless of cultural or national differences. This philosophical approach combines the principles
of liberalism—such as individual freedom, equality, and justice—with the notion that these rights transcend
borders and cultural variations. The core idea is that every person is entitled to fundamental rights simply by
virtue of being human.

Historical Development

The roots of liberal universalism can be traced back to the Enlightenment era, where philosophers emphasized
reason, individualism, and the inherent dignity of all human beings. Key documents like the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights illustrate the global acceptance of these principles, highlighting the aspiration to create a
world where universal standards protect human dignity.

Philosophical Principles

The main philosophical pillars include liberty, equality before the law, and the protection of human rights.
Liberal universalism insists on the universality of these principles, arguing that cultural relativism should not
undermine fundamental human entitlements. This universality forms the basis for international cooperation and
legal frameworks aimed at protecting individuals worldwide.



Promoting Equality and Human Rights

One of the most significant reasons why liberal universalism funtional for society is its robust emphasis on
equality and human rights. By advocating for equal treatment and protection under the law, liberal
universalism creates a foundation for justice and fairness in social interactions.

Universal Human Rights

Liberal universalism supports a set of inalienable human rights, including freedom of speech, right to education,
and protection from discrimination. These rights serve as a safeguard against abuses and ensure that
individuals can participate fully in society.

Reducing Inequality

Through legal frameworks and social policies inspired by liberal universalism, societies work to reduce
disparities based on race, gender, religion, or socioeconomic status. This reduction of inequality contributes to
social harmony and economic development.

Enhancing Social Cohesion and Stability

Liberal universalism contributes to social cohesion by promoting inclusive values that transcend
particularistic loyalties. When societies adopt universal principles, they foster a sense of belonging and
mutual respect among diverse populations.

Shared Values and Norms

By establishing common rights and ethical standards, liberal universalism helps create social norms that guide
behavior and resolve conflicts peacefully. This shared framework is essential for maintaining order and trust
within communities.

Conflict Mitigation

Universal liberal values provide mechanisms for addressing grievances and injustices without resorting to
violence. The emphasis on dialogue, legal recourse, and human dignity helps prevent social fragmentation and
promotes peaceful coexistence.

Supporting Democratic Governance

Liberal universalism is closely linked to democratic ideals, advocating for governance systems that respect
individual freedoms and collective decision-making. This relationship enhances political stability and
accountability in society.

Rule of Law

The principle of rule of law, central to liberal universalism, ensures that all citizens are subject to the same
laws and legal protections. This fosters trust in institutions and ensures fairness in governance.



Political Participation

Liberal universalism encourages broad political participation, empowering individuals to influence policies that
affect their lives. Inclusive governance strengthens legitimacy and responsiveness in political systems.

Addressing Cultural Diversity and Globalization

In an increasingly interconnected world, liberal universalism offers a framework for managing cultural
diversity while maintaining common standards of human rights and dignity.

Balancing Universality and Cultural Particularism

While respecting cultural differences, liberal universalism asserts that fundamental human rights should not
be compromised. This balance helps societies navigate tensions between tradition and modernity.

Global Cooperation

Liberal universalism underpins international agreements and institutions that address global challenges such
as human trafficking, climate change, and humanitarian crises. Its universal standards facilitate cooperation
across nations.

Challenges and Adaptations of Liberal Universalism

Despite its strengths, liberal universalism faces challenges related to cultural resistance, political
opposition, and practical implementation. Understanding these challenges is key to appreciating its dynamic role
in society.

Cultural Critiques

Critics argue that liberal universalism can impose Western values on non-Western societies, potentially
undermining local traditions. Addressing these concerns requires dialogue and sensitivity to diverse
perspectives.

Practical Implementation

Ensuring that universal rights are effectively protected demands strong institutions and political will.
Societies must continuously adapt liberal universalist principles to local contexts while maintaining their
universal essence.

Key Adaptations

Incorporation of multicultural policies

Promotion of intercultural dialogue

Strengthening international human rights monitoring



Flexibility in legal frameworks to accommodate diversity

Frequently Asked Questions

What is liberal universalism and how does it function in society?

Liberal universalism is a political and moral philosophy that emphasizes universal human rights, equality, and
individual freedoms for all people regardless of their background. It functions in society by promoting inclusive
policies, protecting minority rights, and fostering social cohesion through shared values of justice and
equality.

Why is liberal universalism considered beneficial for social cohesion?

Liberal universalism promotes social cohesion by advocating equal rights and opportunities for everyone,
which helps reduce social divisions and discrimination. By emphasizing common humanity and universal values, it
encourages mutual respect and cooperation among diverse groups within society.

How does liberal universalism support democratic governance?

Liberal universalism supports democratic governance by upholding principles such as freedom of speech,
equality before the law, and protection of minority rights. These principles create a fair political environment
where all individuals can participate equally, thus strengthening democratic institutions and processes.

In what ways does liberal universalism contribute to economic development?

Liberal universalism contributes to economic development by promoting equal access to education, employment,
and resources. This inclusive approach maximizes human potential and innovation, leading to a more productive
and competitive economy that benefits society as a whole.

How does liberal universalism address cultural diversity in society?

Liberal universalism respects cultural diversity by supporting the rights of individuals to express their
cultural identities while maintaining universal principles of equality and non-discrimination. This balance helps
create a pluralistic society where diversity is valued and protected under common human rights standards.

Why is liberal universalism important for protecting human rights globally?

Liberal universalism is important for protecting human rights globally because it establishes a common
framework of rights and freedoms that transcend national and cultural boundaries. This universality helps
hold governments accountable and fosters international cooperation to address human rights violations.

Can liberal universalism help reduce social inequalities? If so, how?

Yes, liberal universalism can help reduce social inequalities by advocating for equal rights, opportunities, and
protections under the law. Policies inspired by liberal universalism aim to dismantle systemic discrimination and
provide support to marginalized groups, promoting greater social and economic equity.

What challenges does liberal universalism face in modern multicultural



societies?

Liberal universalism faces challenges such as reconciling universal rights with cultural relativism, managing
tensions between majority and minority values, and addressing skepticism or resistance from groups that feel
threatened by universal norms. These challenges require ongoing dialogue and adaptation to ensure inclusivity
without compromising core principles.

How does liberal universalism promote peace and conflict resolution?

Liberal universalism promotes peace and conflict resolution by emphasizing respect for human rights, justice, and
dialogue. By fostering mutual understanding and protecting individual freedoms, it helps reduce grievances that
can lead to conflict and encourages peaceful negotiation and cooperation among different groups.

Additional Resources
1. The Moral Foundations of Liberal Universalism
This book explores the ethical principles underpinning liberal universalism, arguing that its commitment to
individual rights and equality fosters social cohesion. It examines how universal moral values promote
fairness and justice across diverse societies. Through philosophical analysis, the author demonstrates why
these shared ideals are essential for peaceful coexistence.

2. Liberal Universalism and Social Harmony
Focusing on the societal benefits of liberal universalism, this work analyzes how embracing universal human
rights can reduce conflicts and enhance cooperation. It presents case studies where liberal policies have
successfully bridged cultural divides. The book highlights the role of universalism in building inclusive
communities.

3. Global Justice and the Promise of Liberal Universalism
This text investigates the relationship between global justice and liberal universalism, emphasizing the
importance of equal rights for all individuals worldwide. It discusses how universalist principles can address
inequalities and promote international solidarity. The author argues that liberal universalism is key to
tackling global challenges.

4. Universalism in a Pluralistic Society
Addressing the challenges of cultural diversity, this book defends liberal universalism as a framework that
respects differences while upholding common values. It explores how universal norms can coexist with
multiculturalism without erasing distinct identities. The book offers a balanced approach to managing
diversity through universal principles.

5. The Social Contract and Liberal Universalism
This work revisits classical social contract theory to show how liberal universalism provides a foundation
for just governance. It argues that universal rights form the basis of legitimate political authority and
social cooperation. The book provides insights into how societies can function effectively by adopting
universalist ideals.

6. Liberal Universalism and Economic Equality
Examining the economic dimension, this book argues that liberal universalism supports policies that promote fair
distribution of resources. It links universal rights to social welfare and economic justice, showing their role in
reducing poverty and inequality. The author presents empirical evidence on how universalist frameworks lead
to more stable economies.

7. Education, Rights, and Liberal Universalism
This book highlights the importance of education in fostering liberal universalist values among citizens. It
discusses how teaching universal human rights and democratic principles contributes to social stability and
mutual respect. The author emphasizes education as a tool for sustaining liberal universalism in society.

8. The Challenges of Liberal Universalism in Contemporary Society



Offering a critical perspective, this book examines the obstacles liberal universalism faces in modern political
and cultural contexts. It addresses critiques related to ethnocentrism and global power imbalances, while
defending the functional benefits of universalist ideals. The book proposes strategies to strengthen liberal
universalism amid contemporary challenges.

9. Harmony through Universality: Liberalism’s Role in Social Integration
This book argues that liberal universalism is instrumental in integrating diverse populations by promoting
shared values and rights. It provides sociological evidence on how universal norms help mitigate social
fragmentation. The author concludes that liberal universalism is essential for creating cohesive and resilient
societies.
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but also turned their attention to empirical case studies. This volume presents their thoughts and
contributions which, although naturally fragmentary, are symptomatic of the present day and age.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Liberal Responses to Populism Karen
Horn, Stefan Kolev, Julian F. Müller, 2025-01-27 Populism has taken root almost everywhere in the
West. It is crucial to understand how it has come about, where its antagonistic worldview, its
nativism, its illiberalism and its anti-pluralism will take us, and how we should seek to fend off this
threat to liberal democracy. In particular, what could liberal answers look like? This book is a
collection of essays written by young and senior scholars in various fields from philosophy to
economics. Part I explores populism’s nature and causes, shedding light on the lure of sovereignty,
the perceived representation gap and the process of radicalization, and human psychology. Part II is
dedicated to observations inside the political arena, pitting liberalism and populism in a historical
perspective, analyzing the risk of democratic backsliding, and asking how liberals should navigate
the political need to make compromises. In Part III, the focus turns to liberal responses such as
rules-based public deliberation, a liberal ethics attending to civic virtues, improved representation
through the blockchain, and polycentric migration policies. Part IV, finally, houses critical
engagements with influential relevant authors such as Foucault, Laclau, Berlin, and Harrington.
Liberal Responses to Populism is a rich and thought-provoking read for scholars and students in
political economy, political science, and political philosophy.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Hayek and After Jeremy Shearmur,
1996-09-05 Shearmur takes an historical approach to Hayek's works, analysing the evolution of his
views. He argues that Hayek's work represents a research programme, and explores ways in which
this might be extended.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: The Betrayal of Liberal Economics Amos
Witztum, 2019-04-11 The presumed sovereignty of individuals and the facilitating powers of the
markets have generated a universal and ethically neutral conception of both social and economic
organisation. This ground-breaking text re-examines the purpose of society and the role of
economics in it, arguing that the absence of a beneficial natural order calls for the role of the
collective in social and economic life to be revisited. Drawing on some key figures marking
milestones in the evolution of social and economic thinking, the author offers a critique of
mainstream economics as a way of thinking and as a provider of guiding principles for economic and
social organisation. Volume I introduces the reader to the emergence of natural order; considers the
internal logic of economics and how it managed to be so persuasive in its recommendation for
competitive interactions to govern all aspects of social life in all societies and across them;
demonstrates that the economic conception of an order which solves society’s economic problem is,
in fact, an impossibility that turns the natural phenomenon of markets into a problem rather than an
ideal; and, addresses the other apparent appeal of markets: their association with the ideas of
freedom and justice. This is a bold and foundational new work that offers an original and innovative
perspective on economics and its challenges, addressing core areas such as behavioural economics,
evolutionary game theory and links between social sciences (anthropology, philosophy) and
neurosciences.”
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Ethics, Law and Society Jennifer Gunning,
2017-07-28 This key collection brings together a selection of papers commissioned and published by
the Cardiff Centre for Ethics, Law & Society. It incorporates contributions from a group of
international experts along with a selection of short opinion pieces written in response to specific
ethical issues. The collection addresses issues arising in biomedical and medical ethics ranging from
assisted reproductive technologies to the role of clinical ethics committees. It examines broader
societal issues with particular emphasis on sustainability and the environment and also focuses on
issues of human rights in current global contexts. The contributors collect responses to issues
arising from high profile cases such as the legitimacy of war in Iraq to physician-related suicide. The
volume will provide a valuable resource for practitioners and academics with an interest in ethics
across a range of disciplines.



  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Religion and the Common Good Brian
Stiltner, 1999-07-28 The term Ocommon goodO has often been ill-defined or undefined in political,
philosophical, and theological discourses. Brian Stiltner seeks to repair this deficit in his study
Religion and the Common Good. He explores the meaning of the common good and the prospects for
pursuing it in a liberal society. Focusing on the conceptions of common good in liberalism and
communitarianism-the former stressing individual rights and social tolerance, the latter stressing a
communityOs shared history and social practices-Stiltner argues that the two theories are not as
irreconcilable as they seem, that they can be combined into a Ocommunal liberalism.O Stiltner
provides an outline of the twentieth-century Catholic common good theory as an example of such a
synthesis. A fascinating study, Religion and the Common Good will be an invaluable volume for
scholars of social ethics, religion, theology, philosophy and political science.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Sociology Understanding Society and Social
Change Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2024-05-18 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education
sector, committed to empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources.
Specializing in competitive exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and
well-structured content tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: John Dewey's Liberalism Daniel M. Savage,
2002 John Dewey's classical pragmatism, Daniel M. Savage asserts, can be used to provide a
self-development-based justification of liberal democracy that shows the current debate between
liberal individualism and republican communitarianism to be based largely on a set of
pseudoproblems. From Dewey's classical pragmatism, Savage derives a conception of individual
autonomy that, while meeting all of the criteria for a conception of autonomy, does not, as the
dominant Kantian variant does, require transcendence from any particular language community. The
Deweyan conception of autonomy that Savage derived from classical pragmatism, in fact, requires
that the individual be situated within a context of cultural beliefs. Savage argues that this particular
conception of autonomy is necessary if one wants to conceive of life, as communitarians do, as a
quest for the good life within a social context. Thus, Savage constructs a conception of autonomy
that consists of a set of intellectual virtues, each of which can be understood, like Aristotle's moral
virtues, as a mean between two extremes (or vices). The virtue of critical reflection is the mean
between the vices of dogmatism on the one hand and philosophical skepticism on the other. The
virtue of creative individuality is the mean between the opposing vices of conformity and
eccentricity. Finally, the virtue of sociability is the mean between the extremes of docility and
rebelliousness. The three virtues together provide a natural method of adapting to change. The
method is natural because it is in accord with a continuous cycle of
activity--tension/movement/harmony--that is generic to all living things, Dewey's method of adapting
to change requires, in both the individual and in the community, the synthesis of integrating and
differentiating forces.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Global International Society Barry Buzan,
Laust Schouenborg, 2018-08-23 A new and systematic view of how global international society (GIS)
came into being and acquired its current structure and dynamics. Buzan and Schouenborg integrate
states, intergovernmental and international non-governmental organisations, and the diffusion of
norms, into a single theoretical framework for the study of GIS.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: The New Liberalism Avital Simhony, David
Weinstein, 2001-08-23 Essays on new liberalism demonstrate that liberalism can accommodate
community, rights and liberty.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: The Hell of Good Intentions Stephen M.
Walt, 2018-10-16 From the New York Times–bestselling author Stephen M. Walt, The Hell of Good
Intentions dissects the faults and foibles of recent American foreign policy—explaining why it has
been plagued by disasters like the “forever wars” in Iraq and Afghanistan and outlining what can be
done to fix it. In 1992, the United States stood at the pinnacle of world power and Americans were
confident that a new era of peace and prosperity was at hand. Twenty-five years later, those hopes



have been dashed. Relations with Russia and China have soured, the European Union is wobbling,
nationalism and populism are on the rise, and the United States is stuck in costly and pointless wars
that have squandered trillions of dollars and undermined its influence around the world. The root of
this dismal record, Walt argues, is the American foreign policy establishment’s stubborn
commitment to a strategy of “liberal hegemony.” Since the end of the Cold War, Republicans and
Democrats alike have tried to use U.S. power to spread democracy, open markets, and other liberal
values into every nook and cranny of the planet. This strategy was doomed to fail, but its proponents
in the foreign policy elite were never held accountable and kept repeating the same mistakes.
Donald Trump won the presidency promising to end the misguided policies of the foreign policy
“Blob” and to pursue a wiser approach. But his erratic and impulsive style of governing, combined
with a deeply flawed understanding of world politics, are making a bad situation worse. The best
alternative, Walt argues, is a return to the realist strategy of “offshore balancing,” which eschews
regime change, nation-building, and other forms of global social engineering. The American people
would surely welcome a more restrained foreign policy, one that allowed greater attention to
problems here at home. This long-overdue shift will require abandoning the futile quest for liberal
hegemony and building a foreign policy establishment with a more realistic view of American power.
Clear-eyed, candid, and elegantly written, Stephen M. Walt’s The Hell of Good Intentions offers both
a compelling diagnosis of America’s recent foreign policy follies and a proven formula for renewed
success.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Liberalism Unveiled: Forging A New
Third Way In Singapore Bryan Yi Da Cheang, Donovan Choy, 2021-01-04 Since 1965, Singapore
has been propelled to the dizzying heights of first-world prosperity. Yet, the People's Action Party's
signature style of technocratic elitism has come under increasing criticism by a new generation of
left-leaning progressive scholars and activists condemning the excesses of neoliberalism. The PAP's
mode of governance that prioritizes economic growth is criticised in favour of a vaguely
European-style welfare state and greater state intervention.Bryan Cheang and Donovan Choy break
this traditional pro-PAP versus anti-PAP dichotomy by providing a fresh classical liberal perspective.
The authors contend that both sides discern only parts of the political puzzle correctly. This book
envisions a new path forward for Singapore's policy-making, one characterised by greater
competition & freedom. It critiques the conservative-right through a fresh take on the philosophical
underpinnings of the 'Singapore Consensus': communitarianism, meritocracy and technocracy. The
authors also engage with the new social democratic orthodoxy, demonstrating the dangers of
egalitarian interventions & state-based environmentalism.Applying the interdisciplinary insights of
political philosophy and political economy, this novel account recommends epistemic liberalism, a
system of governance based on intellectual humility, limited government, and decentralisation.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Universalist Union , 1847
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Power, Legitimacy, and World Order
Sanjay Pulipaka, Krishnan Srinivasan, James Mayall, 2023-05-03 This book reflects on the reasons
for the decline of international cooperation in world politics and studies ways to restore legitimacy in
the international order. It engages with the concept of legitimacy in international relations theories
and practices to examine the discussions around power shifts, the decline of liberalism, demands for
inclusive international architectures, and challenges to multilateralism, as well as established norms
by leaders and nationalisms. It studies the impact of the post-COVID-19 world order on the nature of
power in the international system and changes in normative concerns of security. The volume also
interrogates political legitimacy through an area studies lens by examining the concept of legitimacy
separately in the USA, Europe, South Asia, Southeast Asia, Latin America, and Africa. An important
and timely text featuring contributions from eminent scholars, this book will be of use to students
and researchers of modern history, political science, and international relations. It will also be of
interest to think tanks and policy-making bodies concerned with international affairs and foreign
policy.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Negotiating Boundaries in Multicultural



Societies Dina Mansour, Andrew Milne, 2019-01-04 This volume was first published by
Inter-Disciplinary Press in 2014. This volume, entitled Negotiating Boundaries in Multicultural
Societies, is divided into two main sections: “The Politics of Belonging” and “The Politics of
Exclusion”. Both sections serve to explore the concepts of “belonging” and “exclusion” from an
empirical political perspective. Based on practical case-studies, each chapter sheds light on
empirical aspects of the challenges of integration, identity and citizenship within multicultural
societies. In addition to the challenges faced by particular social groups regarding their cultural and
social integration that very much affects their sense of belonging and their overall perception of
their own identity, institutionalized political exclusion is still condoned, if not practiced, by states
worldwide. When found in a society of ‘multiple identities’, failed integration often results in divided
culturalism and hence nations. This volume explores this predicament while referring to a number of
country case-studies.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Capabilities in a Just Society Rutger
Claassen, 2018-10-04 A new theory of social justice arguing that people have rights to the core
human capabilities necessary for 'navigational agency'.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: The Broadview Anthology of Social and
Political Thought - Volume 2: The Twentieth Century and Beyond Andrew Bailey, Samantha
Brennan, Will Kymlicka, Jacob T. Levy, Alex Sager, Clark Wolf, 2008-09-12 The second volume of this
comprehensive anthology covers the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. The anthology is
broad ranging both in its selection of material by figures traditionally acknowledged as being of
central importance, and in the material it presents by a range of other figures. The material in this
volume is presented in three sections. The first, “Power and the State,” includes selections by such
figures as Goldman, Lenin, Weber, Schmitt, and Hayek. Among those included in the “Race, Gender,
and Colonialism” section are de Beauvoir, Gandhi, Fanon, and Young. The third and by far the
longest section, “Rights-Based Liberalism and its Critics,” focuses on the many interrelated
directions that social and political philosophy has taken since the publication of John Rawls’s
ground-breaking A Theory of Justice in 1971. In order to better meet the needs of today’s students,
the editors have made every effort to include accurate and accessible translations of the readings.
Additionally, every selection has been painstakingly annotated, and each figure is given a substantial
introduction highlighting her or his major contributions within the tradition. For figures of central
importance, the editors have included extended introductions that place the figure in the context of
intellectual history as well as of political thought. In order to ensure the highest standards of
accuracy and accessibility, the editors have consulted dozens of leading academics during the
course of the volume’s development (many of whom have contributed introductory material as well
as advice). The result is an anthology with unparalleled pedagogical benefits; The Broadview
Anthology of Social and Political Thought sets the new standard for social and political philosophy
instruction.
  why liberal universalism funtional for society: Universality, from Theory to Practice
Schweizerische Akademie der Geistes- und Sozialwissenschaften. Kolloquium, 2009
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