why is person first language important

why is person first language important is a crucial question in the fields of
communication, education, healthcare, and social advocacy. Person first language (PFL)
emphasizes the individuality and humanity of people by placing the person before any
descriptor related to disability, condition, or characteristic. This approach fosters respect,
dignity, and inclusivity by avoiding labels that reduce individuals to a single attribute.
Understanding why person first language is important can improve interpersonal
interactions, reduce stigma, and promote equality across diverse communities. This article
explores the significance of person first language, its impact on societal attitudes, practical
applications, and best practices for implementation. The following sections provide a
detailed examination of these aspects to highlight the essential role of person first
language in modern communication.

e The Definition and Principles of Person First Language

The Importance of Person First Language in Reducing Stigma

Person First Language in Healthcare and Education

Challenges and Criticisms of Person First Language

Best Practices for Using Person First Language Effectively

The Definition and Principles of Person First
Language

Person first language is a linguistic approach that emphasizes the individual before any
disability, diagnosis, or label. Its core principle is to acknowledge people as human beings
first and foremost, rather than defining them by their disabilities or conditions. For
example, instead of saying “autistic person,” person first language encourages saying
“person with autism.” This subtle but significant shift in phrasing fosters respect and
reduces objectification.

Core Principles of Person First Language

Person first language is built upon several foundational principles designed to promote
dignity and respect:

 Humanity First: Prioritizing the person, not the disability or condition.

* Respect and Dignity: Avoiding language that dehumanizes or reduces individuals to
stereotypes.



e Individuality: Recognizing the unigueness of each person beyond any label.

« Empowerment: Using language that supports individuals’ autonomy and identity.

The Importance of Person First Language in
Reducing Stigma

One of the primary reasons why person first language is important is its role in reducing
stigma associated with disabilities, mental health conditions, and other labels. Language
shapes perception, and the words used to describe individuals can either perpetuate
negative stereotypes or promote understanding and acceptance. Person first language
helps dismantle harmful biases by reminding society that people are more than their
diagnoses or characteristics.

Impact on Social Attitudes

Using person first language contributes to changing social attitudes by:

e Encouraging empathy and respect toward individuals with disabilities or differences.

Reducing fear and misconceptions by focusing on personhood rather than medical or
social labels.

Promoting inclusion and accessibility in communities and workplaces.

Supporting advocacy efforts aimed at equal rights and opportunities.

Language and Self-Perception

Person first language also positively affects how individuals perceive themselves. When
people are addressed with language that respects their personhood, it can boost self-
esteem and foster a sense of belonging. This approach counters internalized stigma and
empowers individuals to define their identities beyond societal labels.

Person First Language in Healthcare and
Education

Healthcare professionals, educators, and service providers widely adopt person first
language to improve communication and outcomes. In these settings, precise and
respectful language plays a critical role in building trust and understanding between
providers and individuals receiving care or support.



Applications in Healthcare

Healthcare settings benefit from person first language by:

Enhancing patient-provider relationships through respectful communication.

Encouraging patients to engage actively in their care without feeling reduced to their
condition.

Supporting holistic care approaches that consider the whole person beyond symptoms
or diagnoses.

Promoting ethical standards in medical documentation and communication.

Applications in Education

In educational environments, person first language is essential for fostering inclusive
classrooms and equitable learning experiences. Educators and administrators use this
language to:

Create welcoming and supportive atmospheres for students with diverse needs.

Encourage positive peer interactions and reduce bullying or exclusion.

Develop individualized education plans that respect student identity and capabilities.

Train staff and students on the importance of respectful communication.

Challenges and Criticisms of Person First
Language

Despite its widespread acceptance, person first language faces some challenges and
criticisms. Understanding these concerns is important for a balanced perspective on its
application.

Critiques from Ildentity-First Language Advocates

Some individuals and communities prefer identity-first language, which places the
descriptor before the person, such as “autistic person.” They argue that identity-first
language:

» Reflects pride and acceptance of their identity.



e Rejects the notion that the condition is a negative or separable aspect.

e Supports community solidarity and cultural identity.

Contextual and Cultural Considerations

Person first language may not be universally appropriate or preferred in all contexts or
cultures. Some challenges include:

e Variability in preferences among individuals and groups.
e Potential awkwardness or complexity in phrasing that can impede communication.

e The need for sensitivity to cultural norms and linguistic differences.

Best Practices for Using Person First Language
Effectively

To maximize the benefits of person first language while respecting individual preferences,
several best practices should be observed.

Guidelines for Implementation

Effective use of person first language involves:

1. Ask for Preferences: Whenever possible, inquire about individuals’ preferred
terminology.

2. Be Consistent: Apply person first language consistently in professional and personal
communication.

3. Educate Others: Promote awareness of why person first language is important
within organizations and communities.

4. Adapt Flexibly: Recognize and respect when identity-first language is preferred.

5. Use Clear Language: Avoid jargon and ensure language is accessible to all
audiences.



Examples of Person First Language

Here are some common examples illustrating the difference between person first and non-
person first language:

e Person with a disability (instead of disabled person)
¢ Individual with diabetes (instead of diabetic)
e Student with autism (instead of autistic student)

e Person experiencing homelessness (instead of homeless person)

Frequently Asked Questions

What is person-first language?

Person-first language is a way of speaking and writing that emphasizes the individual
before their condition or disability, such as saying 'person with a disability' instead of
‘disabled person.'

Why is person-first language important in
communication?

Person-first language is important because it respects the dignity and individuality of
people, avoiding defining them solely by their condition or disability.

How does person-first language promote inclusivity?

By focusing on the person rather than the disability or condition, person-first language
helps promote inclusivity and reduces stigma associated with labels.

Does person-first language help reduce discrimination?

Yes, person-first language helps reduce discrimination by encouraging others to see people
as individuals, not just by their diagnoses or differences.

Why do some communities prefer person-first
language?

Some communities prefer person-first language because it acknowledges their humanity
and avoids negative stereotypes or assumptions based on their condition.



How can person-first language impact self-identity?

Person-first language can positively impact self-identity by empowering individuals to be
recognized beyond their disability or condition, fostering self-respect and confidence.

Is person-first language used in professional settings?

Yes, many professional fields such as healthcare, education, and social work use person-
first language to promote respectful and empathetic communication.

Are there exceptions to using person-first language?

Yes, some individuals and communities prefer identity-first language (e.g., 'autistic person')
and it is important to respect their preferences whenever possible.

How can using person-first language influence social
attitudes?

Using person-first language can influence social attitudes by challenging stereotypes and
encouraging people to value individuals for who they are rather than their disabilities or
conditions.

What are some tips for using person-first language
correctly?

Tips include placing the person before the condition (e.g., 'person with diabetes'), avoiding
labels as nouns, and asking individuals about their language preferences.

Additional Resources

1. Person-First Language: Promoting Respect and Dignity in Communication

This book explores the significance of person-first language in fostering respect and dignity
for individuals with disabilities and diverse identities. It explains how language shapes
perceptions and can either empower or marginalize people. The author provides practical
guidelines and examples to help readers adopt person-first language in everyday
conversations and professional settings.

2. The Power of Words: Understanding Person-First Language and Its Impact

Focusing on the transformative power of language, this book highlights why person-first
language matters in creating inclusive environments. It discusses the historical context and
evolving attitudes toward disability and identity. Through case studies and research, the
book illustrates how person-first language promotes empathy and reduces stigma.

3. Language and Identity: The Importance of Putting People First

This book delves into the relationship between language, identity, and social justice. It
argues that person-first language is a critical tool for acknowledging the humanity of
individuals beyond their conditions or labels. Readers learn about the ethical considerations
and social benefits of using language that centers the person before their diagnosis or



attribute.

4. Respectful Communication: Why Person-First Language Matters

A practical guide for educators, healthcare professionals, and advocates, this book
emphasizes the importance of respectful communication through person-first language. It
offers strategies to shift language habits and create more inclusive and empathetic
interactions. The book also addresses common misconceptions and challenges in adopting
person-first language.

5. Beyond Labels: Embracing Person-First Language in Society

This book challenges societal norms that reduce individuals to labels and diagnoses. It
presents person-first language as a means to recognize individuality and complexity.
Through engaging narratives and expert insights, the book encourages readers to rethink
how language influences identity and inclusion.

6. Inclusive Language Practices: The Role of Person-First Language

Highlighting best practices in inclusion, this book outlines how person-first language
contributes to equitable communication. It provides a comprehensive overview of inclusive
language principles and their application across various contexts, including education,
healthcare, and media. The book underscores the connection between language and social
change.

7. Words Matter: The Case for Person-First Language in Disability Discourse

This book examines the specific impact of person-first language within disability discourse.
It explores how language choices affect public attitudes, policy-making, and personal
experiences. The author advocates for person-first language as essential in promoting
autonomy, respect, and equality for people with disabilities.

8. Changing Perspectives: Person-First Language and Cultural Sensitivity

Focusing on cultural sensitivity, this book discusses how person-first language respects
diverse backgrounds and experiences. It addresses the nuances of language in
multicultural settings and the importance of adapting communication to honor individual
identities. The book offers tools to navigate language respectfully in global and diverse
communities.

9. The Ethics of Language: Person-First Communication in Professional Practice

This book provides an ethical framework for understanding and implementing person-first
language in professional environments. It covers fields such as social work, education,
healthcare, and counseling. Readers learn how ethical communication through person-first
language supports dignity, advocacy, and positive outcomes for clients and communities.
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why is person first language important: The Adult Autism Assessment Handbook Davida
Hartman, Tara O'Donnell-Killen, Jessica K Doyle, Dr Maeve Kavanagh, Dr Anna Day, Dr Juliana
Azevedo, 2023-02-21 Adult autism assessment is a new and fast-growing clinical area, for which
professionals often feel ill-equipped. Autistic adults are often misdiagnosed which has enormous
implications for their mental health. This accessible and comprehensive adult autism assessment
handbook covers the most up to date research and best practice around adult autism assessment. It
centers the person's internal experiences and sense-making in clinical assessment, rather than
subjective observation, thus providing the clinician with a truly paradigm shifting Neuro-Affirmative
approach to autism assessment. Traditional clinical assessment tools are comprehensively explored
and unpacked to enable the clinician to have full confidence in aligning traditional criteria to the
Autistic person's subjective experiences. Full of additional resources like language guidelines and an
exploration of the common intersections between Autistic experience and the effects of trauma,
mental health and more, this book supplies a breadth of knowledge on key areas that affect Autistic
adults in everyday life. The mixed team of neurotypical and neurodivergent authors describe lived
experience of Autistic adults, a how-to for conducting Neuro-Affirmative assessments and
post-assessment support, alongside reflections from practice. This book also has a directory of
further resources including downloadable forms that you can use to prepare for your own
assessments and a downloadable deep dive into Autistic perception. This guide will also support
professionals through every step of the assessment process.

why is person first language important: Navigating Difficult Situations in Public Libraries
Margaret Ann Paauw, 2025-06-12 Because libraries are community spaces that provide access to
information, resources, and programming for people of all ages and backgrounds, conflicts between
patrons, verbal or physical altercations, and other difficult situations can occur. These situations can
be traumatic for those involved, whether patrons or staff, making it essential that librarians know
how to de-escalate them in trauma-informed ways. Utilizing the framework from PLA’s best-seller A
Trauma-Informed Framework for Supporting Patrons, this workbook walks readers through building
micro-skills for handling difficult situations, providing a succinct overview of how to define and
understand trauma, including its definition, causes, effects, and manifestations; evidence-informed
approaches drawn from the fields of social work, psychology, and counseling; dozens of activities,
handouts, and worksheets designed to spur reflection and help readers build upon the practices
introduced in the book; guidance on debriefing, evaluation, facing compassion fatigue, and other
aftercare topics; and appendices that provide information on mental health resources, crisis
intervention hotlines, and further reading on trauma and burnout.

why is person first language important: A Brief History of Stigma Ashley L. Peterson,
2021-11-08 Stigma can have a huge impact on the lives of people living with mental illness. That
needs to change, but how can we make it happen? A Brief History of Stigma explores the past and
present of stigma to give a solid basis to examine strategies to reduce stigma and critically evaluate
their effectiveness. It also incorporates the author's experiences as a former mental health nurse
living with a chronic mental illness. The book is divided into three parts. Part I explores what exactly
stigma is, including relevant sociological theory and common stereotypes. Part II looks at some of
the contexts in which stigma can occur, including the media and health care. Part III explores
different stigma reduction strategies and what the research has to say about their effectiveness.
You'll likely be surprised to learn how ineffective certain commonly used strategies are when it
comes to changing public attitudes. This book is for anyone who's interested in understanding
stigma and making the world a better place for people with mental illness. Together, we can create
positive change!

why is person first language important: Psychology of Prejudice and Discrimination Mary E.
Kite, Bernard E. Whitley, Jr., Lisa S. Wagner, 2022-07-25 Psychology of Prejudice and Discrimination
provides a comprehensive and compelling overview of what psychological theory and research have
to say about the nature, causes, and reduction of prejudice and discrimination. It balances a detailed



discussion of theories and selected research with applied examples that ensure the material is
relevant to students. This edition has been thoroughly revised and updated and addresses several
interlocking themes. It first looks at the nature of prejudice and discrimination, followed by a
discussion of research methods. Next come the psychological underpinnings of prejudice: the nature
of stereotypes, the conditions under which stereotypes influence responses to other people,
contemporary theories of prejudice, and how individuals’ values and belief systems are related to
prejudice. Explored next are the development of prejudice in children and the social context of
prejudice. The theme of discrimination is developed via discussions of the nature of discrimination,
the experience of discrimination, and specific forms of discrimination, including gender, gender
identity, sexual orientation, age, ability, and appearance. The concluding theme is the reduction of
prejudice. The book is accompanied by a comprehensive website featuring an Instructor Manual that
contains activities and tools to help with teaching a prejudice and discrimination course; PowerPoint
slides for every chapter; and a Test Bank with short answer and multiple-choice exam questions for
every chapter. This book is an essential companion for all students of prejudice and discrimination,
including those in psychology, education, social work, business, communication studies, ethnic
studies, and other disciplines. In addition to courses on prejudice and discrimination, this book will
also appeal to those studying racism and diversity.

why is person first language important: The #ActuallyAutistic Guide to Advocacy Jenna
Gensic, Jennifer Brunton, 2022-02-21 The #ActuallyAutistic Guide to Advocacy takes an in-depth
look at the key elements of effective, respectful, inclusive advocacy and allyship. Every topic was
chosen, shaped, and informed by #ActuallyAutistic perspectives. The step-by-step guide discusses
various aspects of how autism is perceived, explores how best to speak up for individual needs, and
introduces advocacy for the wider autistic community. Each step outlines one vital aspect of
advocacy and allyship, such as emphasizing acceptance, avoiding assumptions and assuming
competence. The advice and strategies laid out in this guide center the wisdom and experiences of
Autistic people and enable the reader to confidently speak up with insight and understanding.

why is person first language important: The Neurodiversity Handbook for Trainee Teachers
Sarah Alix, 2023-07-26 Considering a neurodivergent world is vital in society today, and even more
so in the classroom. This book will support your knowledge and development as a trainee teacher so
you can better understand the complexities of working with neurodivergent pupils. Starting with a
model of difference rather than deficit, this book will guide trainee teachers to understand
neurodiversity within the classroom, providing strategies which aim to support their students. Dr
Sarah Alix is Initial Teacher Training Programme Director with the Sigma Trust

why is person first language important: Inclusion in Action 6e Iva Strnadova, Michael
Arthur-Kelly, Phil Foreman, 2021-10-01 How can classroom teachers effectively differentiate
learning and teaching programs to provide for the needs of every student in their class? Inclusion in
Action begins by asking, “Why include all students in regular classrooms?” and then shows how this
can be done. It outlines the philosophy of inclusive education and focuses on the use of
individualised planning and effective teaching practices to maximise learning outcomes within
positive and productive environments. This sixth edition is grounded in evidence-based practices,
Universal Design for Learning (UDL), and Response to Intervention. Expansion and focus on these
educational frameworks and approaches is in line with the research evidence about what works for
students with diverse abilities across different education settings. Premium online teaching and
learning tools are available on the MindTap platform. Learn more about the online tools
au.cengage.com/mindtap

why is person first language important: The Anti-Ableist Manifesto Tiffany Yu, 2024-10-08
'l defy anyone who reads this powerful and urgently needed manifesto not to be galvanised into
action' Sophie Morgan, TV host and author of Driving Forwards 'A call to arms, not just for the
disabled community, but for every single one of us' Dr Shani Dhanda, broadcaster and author 'An
actionable antidote to fear and misconceptions' Service95 In The Anti-Ableist Manifesto, Tiffany Yu
highlights the myriad ways in which our society discriminates against people with disabilities - and



what we can do about it. Foregrounding disabled identities that have too often been rendered
invisible, she demonstrates how ending discrimination begins with self-reflection. From recognising
biases to understanding microaggressions, The Anti-Ableist Manifesto teaches us how to deconstruct
ableism at work, in our communities and within ourselves. Featuring a foreword by Dr Shani
Dhanda, as well as contributions from disability advocates, entrepreneurs and more, The Anti-Ableist
Manifesto is an essential guide to going beyond mere awareness and becoming actively anti-ableist.

why is person first language important: Global Perspectives on Microaggressions in
Higher Education Christine Cho, Julie Corkett, 2022-08-24 This book recognizes microaggression
as a pervasive issue in colleges and universities around the world and offers critical analyses of the
local and institutional contexts in which such incidences of violence and discrimination occur.
Authors from Egypt, Barbados, South Africa, Canada, and the United States explore the origins and
forms of microaggression which impact students, faculty, and staff in higher education and address
issues including xenophobia, sexual violence, linguistic discrimination, and racial prejudice. Drawing
on a range of theoretical frameworks and utilizing empirical, qualitative, and ethnographic methods
to consider microaggressions perpetrated by both students and staff, each chapter proposes
practical ways to prevent violence through education, student agency, policy, and leadership. This
book offers a contemporary global dialogue with educators and is vital reading for educators and
administrators in higher education.

why is person first language important: Why Neurodivergent Birth Matters Victoria White,
2025-07-10 If you are pregnant and neurodivergent, you may need specific support to ensure you
have a positive experience of pregnancy, birth and the journey into parenthood, aligned with key
themes including sensory processing, communication, executive functioning and mental health.
These support needs are currently poorly understood in perinatal healthcare settings. Why
Neurodivergent Birth Matters aims to promote awareness and understanding of neurodivergent
perinatal experiences, and to offer practical suggestions to improve perinatal care. It is both a guide
for birth professionals, and a validating and compassionate companion for neurodivergent
parents-to-be and new families.

why is person first language important: Disability in the Time of Pandemic Allison C. Carey,
Sara E. Green, Laura Mauldin, 2023-01-26 Disability in the Time of Pandemic is a timely exploration
of emerging research into the implications of the COVID-19 pandemic for people with disabilities in
their varied communities and across their complex identities.

why is person first language important: Cases on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for the
Health Professions Educator O'Malley, Chasity Beth, Levy, Arkene, Chase, Amanda, Prasad,
Samiksha, 2023-01-16 Currently, there is a critical need to integrate diversity and inclusion into
health professions curricula and to diversify educators’ approaches to teaching. The COVID-19
pandemic has most recently highlighted the systemic barriers that exist for our most vulnerable
patients. To address these inequities, it is important to promote diversity and inclusion in thought,
practice, and curricular content. Social and cultural experiences uniquely influence the learning
experience, so a plurality of perspectives should be represented in educational material and seen in
the classroom. Cases on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for the Health Professions Educator serves
as a tool to enhance the structure and competencies of learners in health professions. This case book
engages both learners and educators in health professions in robust discussions that serve to
enhance awareness and knowledge around these issues with the expectation that knowledge will
translate into practices that eventually reduce health inequities. Covering topics such as ableism,
barriers to healthcare access, and mental health stigma, this case book is an indispensable resource
for health professionals, educators and students in the health professions, hospital administrators,
medical librarians, sociologists, government officials, researchers, and academicians.

why is person first language important: Autism and Masking Felicity Sedgewick, Laura
Hull, Helen Ellis, 2021-12-21 Autistic people often feel they have to present as neurotypical or
perform neurotypical social behaviours in order to fit in. So-called 'masking' is a social survival
strategy used by autistic people in situations where neurodiversity is not understood or welcomed.




While this is a commonly observed phenomenon in the autistic community, the complexities of
masking are still not widely understood. This book combines the latest research with personal case
studies detailing autistic experiences of masking. It explains what masking is and the various
strategies used to mask in social situations. The research also delves into the psychology behind
masking and the specifics of masking at school, at social events with peers, and at work. The book
looks at the consequences of masking, including the toll it can have on mental and physical health,
and suggests guidance for family, professionals, and employers to ameliorate negative effects. With
a diverse range of voices, including perspectives across gender, ethnicity and age, this is the
comprehensive guide to masking and how to support autistic people who mask.

why is person first language important: Beyond Equality in the American Classroom Eric
Shyman, 2013-07-18 Beyond Equality in the American Classroom: The Case for Inclusive Education
addresses the basis of inclusive education for students with exceptionalities from the perspective of
social justice and scholarship-activism. Drawing on historical, legislative, and philosophical
references, this book builds the case for including individuals with exceptionalities in general
education classrooms as a matter of social justice and civil rights. Providing a comprehensive
foundation for exploring the concept of inclusive education scholastically, Shyman provides a
well-organized and clearly-structured treatise for both the philosophy of inclusive education as well
as a means of putting inclusive education into practice in American schools. With pointed critiques
of the current trend of standardization and traditionalization in the current educational climate, a
new philosophy for addressing inclusive education is put forth. The book is both readable and
scholastically legitimate, and can be adapted for personal academic use or as a teaching tool for
undergraduate or graduate classes in the areas of education, philosophy and sociology.

why is person first language important: Whole Community David Morstad, 2018-06-29 The
story of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities is often unknown or misunderstood
by people in faith communities. Whole Community provides an introduction to the disabilitys
definition and history, and an overview of current issues in ethics, cultural perceptions, and public
policy. Through personal stories and often-surprising data, a new framework for relationship
emergesone that reaches beyond mercy to mutuality and chooses to see disability as diversity rather
than deficit. David Morstad has steeped his book, Whole Community in years of rich experiences,
relationships, and wisdom. The result is an outstanding book that takes the deep and important
questions and convictions about living as one body together in Christ and turns that into practical
and accessible direction for our Christian communities Barbara J. Newman, author of Autism and
Your Church and Accessible Gospel, Inclusive Worship In Whole Community, Morstad explores the
many important facets of inclusion in faith communities in a straightforward manner, with
thoughtful stories and experiences interwoven between the hard questions and realities of the
current state of disability inclusion in our congregations. I highly recommend this book for anyone
beginning or developing disability inclusion efforts in their places of worship Karen Jackson,
executive director of Faith Inclusion Network of Hampton Roads and author of Loving Samantha
Whole Community is an excellent resource for faith leaders and congregations interested in
improving access and inclusion for people with disabilities. Morstad explores a journey toward
relationship through which congregations benefit from the gifts and talents people with disabilities
bring to the community of faith Curtis Ramsey-Lucas, editor, The Christian Citizen

why is person first language important: Documentation Manual for Occupational Therapy
Crystal Gateley, 2024-06-01 The best-selling, newly updated occupational therapy textbook
Documentation Manual for Occupational Therapy, Fifth Edition, is made for students and
early-career practitioners learning the critical skill of documentation. The workbook format offers
students ample opportunities to practice writing occupation-based problem statements and goals,
intervention plans, SOAP notes, and other forms of documentation. The Fifth Edition has also been
updated to reflect changes in the American Occupational Therapy Association’s Occupational
Therapy Practice Framework: Domain and Process, Fourth Edition. What’s included in
Documentation Manual for Occupational Therapy: Numerous worksheets for students to practice




individual skills with suggested answers provided in the Appendix Updated information on coding,
billing, and reimbursement to reflect recent Medicare changes, particularly in post-acute care
settings Examples from a variety of contemporary occupational therapy practice settings Included
with the text are online supplemental materials for faculty use in the classroom. Instructors in
educational settings can visit the site for an Instructor’s Manual with resources to develop an entire
course on professional documentation or to use the textbook across several courses. One of the most
critical skills that occupational therapy practitioners must learn is effective documentation to guide
client care, communicate with colleagues, and maximize reimbursement. The newly updated and
expanded Documentation Manual for Occupational Therapy, Fifth Edition, will help students master
their documentation skills before they ever step foot into practice.

why is person first language important: Studying Religion and Disability Emily O.
Gravett, 2025-08-20 Studying Religion and Disability introduces students to the many compelling
and influential intersections between religion and disability. The early chapters offer introductions
to the two fields—defining key terms and definitions, tracing their origins and evolutions, while also
demonstrating some of the biases and baggage they bring. The organization of the later chapters is
inspired by the formal, phenomenological, or “resemblance” approach to understanding religion,
exposing students to different dimensions that all religions seem to have in common, such as
practices or places, regardless of their specific content. Featuring examples from a variety of
religions, this book considers how these religions have intersected with a variety of disabilities
across space and time. This book provokes thought and discussion around important questions,
including how different disabilities are perceived, represented, and constructed in different
dimensions of religion; how and why people with disabilities engage with religion; potential or
documented barriers that religions present to disabled people; and opportunities and insights that
result when each is viewed through the lens of the other. It will be essential reading for all students
of Religion and Disability.

why is person first language important: The Routledge International Handbook of
Disability Human Rights Hierarchies Stephen Meyers, Megan McCloskey, Gabor Petri,
2023-10-31 Disability is defined by hierarchy. Regardless of culture or context, persons with
disabilities are almost always pushed to the bottom of the social hierarchy. With the advent of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006), disability human rights seemingly
provided a path forward for tearing down ableist social hierarchies and ensuring that all persons
with disabilities everywhere were treated equally. Despite important progress, the disability human
rights project not only remains incomplete, but has often created new hierarchies among persons
with disabilities themselves or across the human rights it promotes. Certain groups of persons with
disabilities have gained new voices while others remain silenced and certain rights are prioritized
over others depending on what states, international organizations, or advocates want rather than
what those on the ground need most. This volume was inspired both by the continued need to expose
human rights violations against persons with disabilities, but to also explore the nuanced role that
hierarchies play in the spread, implementation, and protection of disability human rights. The
enjoyment of human rights is not equal nor is the recognition of specific individuals and groups’
rights. In order to change this situation, inequalities across the disability human rights movement
must be explored. Divided into five parts: Who counts as disabled? Political, social, and cultural
context Which rights on top, whose rights on bottom? Pushed to the periphery in the disability rights
movement Representations of disability and comprised of 34 newly-written chapters including
case-studies from the Anglophone Caribbean, Bangladesh, Bosnia-Herzegovina, China, Ghana, Haiti,
Hungary, India, Israel, Kenya, Latin America, Poland, Russia, Scotland, Serbia and South Africa, and
other countries, this book will be of interest to all scholars and students of disability studies,
sociology, human rights law and social policy.

why is person first language important: Case Studies in Applied Behavior Analysis for
Individuals with Disabilities (2nd Ed.) Keith Storey, Linda Haymes, 2023-01-24 This book responds
to a critical need for highly qualified personnel who will become exemplary professionals because of



their advanced knowledge, skills, and experiences in working with students and adults that have
varying disabilities, including Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). Since Board Certification for
behavior analysts was introduced, there has been an expansion of training programs in Applied
Behavior Analysis to meet the demands from school districts, health insurers, and families. In spite
of these developments, a case studies book has not been available that uses the Behavior Analyst
Certification Board Task List, Fifth Edition (BACB) guidelines for educating individuals receiving
their BCBA, or for those in the field such as teachers, and service providers. The goal of this book is
to fill that need. In this newly revised second edition, eighteen case studies are provided—case
studies with complete analysis, case studies with partial analysis, and case studies without analysis.
The first six cases present a complete analysis, which allows the reader to analyze and develop a
comprehensive Positive Behavior Support Plan containing detailed answers and supporting data
systems. The second six case studies include the areas from the BACB Task List, and the items are
most relevant for analysis, but the analysis is not complete. This enables the reader to complete the
analysis themselves which will promote skill building. The final six case studies do not contain an
analysis or guideline. This allows the reader to further develop their skills by creating their own
guidelines for analysis and implementing their plan. The use of this text will improve the
comprehensive analysis and coverage of the developing supports for individuals with disabilities,
provide direct applicability to applied settings, and the ability to use the case studies for
assignments and/or exams. The format, readability, and detailed description of instructional
methodology makes this text a valued resource for instructors and behavior analysts responsible for
improving the skills of people with disabilities.

why is person first language important: Walking as Artistic Practice Ellen Mueller,
2023-10-01 Walking as Artistic Practice lays out foundational information about the history of
walking and its development as an artistic practice, making it accessible to readers of all
backgrounds. It also provides guidance on how to analyze and discuss walking artworks, with
vocabulary support, over three hundred examples, and over seventy-five exercises. The chapters
offer a variety of topical approaches, allowing readers and instructors to craft an experience most
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