
why is marriage important to society
why is marriage important to society is a question that has intrigued sociologists, historians, and
cultural analysts for centuries. Marriage, as a social institution, serves multiple functions that extend
beyond the personal union of two individuals. It plays a critical role in shaping societal norms,
fostering stability, and promoting economic and emotional well-being. Understanding why marriage
is important to society involves exploring its impact on family structures, social cohesion, legal
frameworks, and the upbringing of future generations. This article delves into the multifaceted
importance of marriage, highlighting the ways it contributes to societal order and development. The
discussion will cover key aspects such as social stability, economic benefits, child development, and
cultural continuity. Below is an overview of the main topics addressed in this comprehensive
analysis.

Marriage as a Pillar of Social Stability

The Economic Benefits of Marriage

Marriage and Child Development

Cultural and Legal Significance of Marriage

The Role of Marriage in Promoting Social Cohesion

Marriage as a Pillar of Social Stability

Marriage functions as a fundamental building block for social stability by creating a structured
environment in which individuals can form lasting partnerships. This institution establishes clear
roles and expectations that help maintain order within communities. By legally and socially
recognizing the union, marriage provides a framework for mutual support and responsibility, which
contributes to societal predictability and security.

Establishing Family Units

The formation of family units through marriage is essential for social organization. Families act as
primary social groups where individuals learn societal norms, ethics, and values. Marriage
formalizes these units, ensuring that family members have defined relationships and responsibilities
toward one another and the wider community.

Reducing Social Deviance



Stable marriages have been linked to lower rates of social deviance, such as crime and substance
abuse. The commitment and accountability inherent in marriage encourage behaviors that align with
societal expectations, thereby reducing antisocial tendencies and promoting community well-being.

The Economic Benefits of Marriage

Marriage is not only a social contract but also an economic partnership that offers numerous
financial advantages to individuals and society. By pooling resources and sharing responsibilities,
married couples often achieve greater economic stability than their single counterparts.

Shared Financial Responsibilities

In a marriage, expenses such as housing, healthcare, and daily living costs are commonly shared,
leading to more efficient use of resources. This economic cooperation can reduce poverty risks and
improve living standards for both partners and their dependents.

Contributions to Economic Growth

Married couples often contribute positively to economic growth through increased home ownership,
stable consumption patterns, and investment in education and health. These factors collectively
enhance economic development at the community and national levels.

Marriage and Child Development

One of the most significant reasons why marriage is important to society is its impact on child
development. The institution of marriage provides a stable environment for raising children, which is
crucial for their emotional, social, and cognitive growth.

Providing Emotional Stability

Children raised in married households generally experience higher levels of emotional security. The
presence of both parents committed to each other fosters a nurturing environment that supports
healthy psychological development.

Educational and Social Outcomes

Studies show that children from married families tend to perform better academically and exhibit



more positive social behaviors. The stability and resources available in a two-parent household
contribute significantly to these favorable outcomes.

Cultural and Legal Significance of Marriage

Marriage holds profound cultural and legal importance, acting as a formal recognition of a couple’s
commitment and granting specific rights and responsibilities. This recognition helps maintain social
order and protects the interests of family members.

Legal Rights and Protections

Marriage confers numerous legal benefits, including inheritance rights, tax advantages, and
decision-making authority in medical situations. These legal protections safeguard couples and their
families, ensuring fairness and security within society.

Preservation of Cultural Traditions

Marriage ceremonies and customs reflect and perpetuate cultural heritage. Through these
traditions, societies transmit values and social norms from one generation to the next, fostering
cultural continuity and identity.

The Role of Marriage in Promoting Social Cohesion

Marriage contributes to social cohesion by reinforcing community bonds and encouraging
cooperative behavior among members of society. It serves as a link between individuals and larger
social networks, enhancing collective stability.

Building Support Networks

Married couples often form extended family networks and social connections that contribute to
mutual aid and communal support. These networks strengthen social ties and create a sense of
belonging within communities.

Encouraging Civic Responsibility

The responsibilities and commitments associated with marriage often translate into greater civic
engagement. Married individuals are more likely to participate in community activities,



volunteerism, and other forms of social contribution that uphold societal welfare.

Marriage establishes stable family units essential for social order.

Economic cooperation in marriage enhances financial security.

Children benefit emotionally and socially from married parents.

Legal recognition of marriage protects family rights and promotes fairness.

Cultural traditions of marriage preserve societal values and identity.

Marriage fosters social networks that support community cohesion.

Married individuals tend to be more engaged in civic responsibilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is marriage considered a fundamental institution in
society?
Marriage is considered fundamental because it establishes a legally and socially recognized union
that provides stability for raising children, forming family units, and creating social order.

How does marriage contribute to social stability?
Marriage promotes social stability by encouraging commitment between partners, fostering long-
term relationships, and creating a supportive environment for raising children, which in turn
benefits the broader community.

In what ways does marriage impact economic stability in
society?
Marriage often leads to economic cooperation between partners, pooling resources, sharing
expenses, and providing financial support, which can contribute to economic stability and reduce
poverty rates within society.

Why is marriage important for the upbringing of children?
Marriage provides a structured environment where children can receive emotional support,
consistent parenting, and legal protections, which are important for their healthy development and
socialization.



How does marriage influence social norms and cultural
values?
Marriage reinforces social norms and cultural values by formalizing relationships in accordance with
societal expectations, promoting traditions, and transmitting cultural heritage across generations.

Can marriage help reduce social problems? If so, how?
Yes, marriage can help reduce social problems such as crime and substance abuse by fostering
stable family environments, encouraging responsible behavior, and providing emotional support that
mitigates risk factors.

What role does marriage play in community building?
Marriage contributes to community building by creating interconnected family networks,
encouraging social participation, and fostering a sense of belonging and collective responsibility
among community members.

Additional Resources
1. The Social Fabric: Understanding Marriage's Role in Society
This book explores how marriage acts as a cornerstone for social stability and cohesion. It delves
into the historical and cultural significance of marriage and how it fosters community bonds. The
author discusses the societal benefits of committed partnerships, including economic support and
child-rearing.

2. Marriage and Society: Foundations of a Strong Community
Focusing on the societal implications of marriage, this book highlights its role in creating structured
family units that contribute to social order. It examines marriage as a social institution that
promotes responsibility, cooperation, and mutual support among individuals. The text also considers
the impact of marriage on legal and economic systems.

3. The Importance of Marriage: Building Blocks for Social Stability
This book presents marriage as a fundamental building block for a stable society. It discusses how
marriage encourages emotional support, resource sharing, and the upbringing of well-adjusted
children. The author also addresses contemporary challenges and how marriage continues to adapt
while maintaining its societal functions.

4. Marriage, Family, and Society: An Interconnected Relationship
Exploring the interconnectedness of marriage, family, and society, this book illustrates how
marriage serves as a foundation for family structures that nurture social values. It covers the ways
marriage influences social norms, cultural traditions, and intergenerational ties. The book
emphasizes marriage’s role in sustaining social welfare systems.

5. The Civic Importance of Marriage
Highlighting the civic dimensions of marriage, this book argues that marriage contributes
significantly to public life and community engagement. It discusses marriage’s role in promoting
social responsibility, legal protections, and civic duties. The author provides evidence on how
married couples often participate more actively in their communities.



6. Marriage as a Social Institution: Its Impact and Importance
This book offers an in-depth analysis of marriage as a social institution and its critical role in shaping
societal values and behaviors. It explores how marriage influences social policies, educational
outcomes, and public health. The author also examines the evolving nature of marriage and its
continuing relevance.

7. Why Marriage Matters: Social and Economic Perspectives
Combining social science research with economic analysis, this book explains why marriage is
important for both social cohesion and economic stability. It highlights the benefits of marriage in
wealth accumulation, poverty reduction, and social mobility. The text also considers policy
implications related to marriage promotion.

8. The Role of Marriage in Cultural and Social Continuity
This book investigates marriage as a vehicle for preserving cultural heritage and social continuity
across generations. It addresses how marriage rituals and commitments reinforce shared identities
and community belonging. The author discusses marriage’s influence on social integration and
cultural transmission.

9. Marriage and Social Well-being: A Comprehensive Overview
Offering a comprehensive overview, this book examines the multifaceted ways marriage contributes
to individual and societal well-being. Topics include emotional health, economic security, and social
support systems fostered through marriage. The book also looks at contemporary shifts in marriage
patterns and their societal implications.
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  why is marriage important to society: Family Resource Management Tami James Moore,
Sylvia M. Asay, 2012-07-17 The Second Edition of Family Resource Management unlocks the
complexity of family decision making for students, enabling them to grasp both the concepts and the
underlying explanations of family behavior. Authors Tami James Moore and Sylvia M. Asay have
provided a strong theoretical base to facilitate both understanding and retention and have organized
the text to parallel the decision-making process employed by professionals. As a result, it includes
sections on introduction to the study of family resource management, identification of family needs,
understanding resources available to families in differing socioeconomic circumstances, evaluating
alternatives and making choices, and implementing and evaluating decisions.
  why is marriage important to society: The Church-as-family and Ethnocentrism in
Sub-Saharan Africa Gerald K. Tanye, 2010 Ethnocentrism is one of the greatest obstacles to peace
on the African continent. Taking the Church as Family of God as a model of evangelization, this work
explores means of inculturating the Gospel message in African cultures in order to transform them,
make them blossom and enable Africans to live as authentic Christians in their cultures. It examines
the values of African extended families and the prospects of interreligious dialogue as means
through which the various religious bodies can effectively work together to overcome ethnocentrism
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and its evil effects and thus establish a wholesome African society where every human person is at
home irrespective of family orientation or tribal background.
  why is marriage important to society: Religion and Society at the Dawn of Modern
Europe Rudolf Schlögl, 2020-02-20 This book reveals how, in confrontation with secularity, various
new forms of Christianity evolved during the time of Europe's crisis of modernisation. Rudolf Schlögl
provides a comprehensive overview of the development of religious institutions and piety in
Protestant and Catholic Europe between 1750 and 1850; at the same time, he offers a detailed
exposition of contemporary philosophical, theological and socio-theoretical thought on the nature
and function of religion. This allows us to understand the importance of religion in the self-defining
of European society during a period of great change and upheaval. Religion and Society at the Dawn
of Modern Europe is a pivotal work – translated into English here for the first time – for all scholars
and students of European society in the 18th and 19th centuries.
  why is marriage important to society: Handbook of Forensic Sociology and Psychology
Stephen J. Morewitz, Mark L. Goldstein, 2013-08-20 The role of behavioral and social sciences in the
courtroom setting has expanded exponentially in the past few decades. It is now widely recognized
that scientists in these areas provide critical contextual information for legal decision making, and
that there is a reliable knowledge base for doing so. While there are many handbooks of forensic
psychology, this is the first such volume to incorporate sociological findings, broadening the
conceptual basis for examining cases in both the civil and criminal realms, including immigration
issues, personal injury, child custody, and sexual harassment. This volume will examine the
responsibilities of expert witnesses and consultants, and how they may utilize principles, theories
and methods from both sociology and psychology. It will show these disciplines together can
improve the identification and apprehension of criminals, as well as enhance the administration of
justice by clarifying profiles of criminal behavior, particularly in cases of serial killers, death threat
makers, stalkers, and kidnappers. The volume is quite comprehensive, covering a range of medical,
school, environmental and business settings. Throughout it links basic ideas to real applications and
their impact on the justice system.
  why is marriage important to society: Handbook of Families and Poverty D. Russell
Crane, Tim B. Heaton, 2007-10-19 Edited by two well-known family researchers at Brigham Young
University, this meticulously researched compendium is a trove of useful information on areas where
poverty and family issues intersect. This volume should be the first stop for anyone beginning
research on poverty and families. —CHOICE The Handbook of Families and Poverty covers hotly
debated issues associated with public policy and funded research as they relate to families and
poverty. Contributors, bringing multiple perspectives to bear, aim to show alternatives to welfare in
subgroups facing specific challenges that are currently not adequately addressed by the welfare
system. Readers will appreciate the insightful summaries of research involving poverty and its
relationship to couple, marital, and family dynamics. Key Features: Provides a comprehensive view
of the issues surrounding families and poverty so that readers may benefit from the findings and
insights of their peers in other relevant fields, with the hope that better understanding will bring
better solutions. Includes several chapters on application/intervention and theoretical issues
Contains writings by contributing authors who are respected experts from a broad range of
disciplines and perspectives, including business; child development; family studies; psychology;
public policy; social work; and sociology.
  why is marriage important to society: Church, State, and Society J. Brian Benestad,
2012-08-07 How can the Catholic faith help not only Catholics, but all people, build a just and
flourishing society? The Catholic Church contributes first and foremost to the common good by
forming the consciences of the faithful. Faith helps reason achieve an understanding of the common
good and guides individuals in living justly and harmoniously. In this book, J. Brian Benestad
provides a detailed, accessible introduction to Catholic social doctrine (CSD), the Church’s teachings
on the human person, the family, society, political life, charity, justice, and social justice. Church,
State, and Society explains the nuanced understanding of human dignity and the common good



found in the Catholic intellectual tradition. It makes the case that liberal-arts education is an
essential part of the common good because it helps people understand their dignity and all that
justice requires. The author shows the influence of ancient and modern political philosophy and
examines St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, papal social encyclicals, Vatican Council II, and
postconciliar magisterial teaching. Benestad highlights the teachings of popes John Paul II and
Benedict XVI that the attainment of the common good depends on the practice of the virtues by
citizens and leaders alike. In addition to discussing the tension between CSD and liberal democracy,
the book takes an in-depth look at: –Key themes of social life: the dignity of the human person,
human rights, natural law, and the common good –Three principal mediating institutions of civil
society: family, Church, and Catholic university –The economy, work, poverty, immigration, and the
environment –The international community and just war principles “Excellent . . . The best treatment
of Catholic Social Doctrine as a whole and a precious reminder of the intrinsically problematic
character of modern democracy.” —Perspectives on Political Science
  why is marriage important to society: It Is Right and Just: Why the Future of Civilization
Depends on True Religion Scott Hahn, Brandon McGinley, 2020-11-13 Is religion a right given to us
by the state? Is it an opium for the masses? Is it private opinion with no role in the public sphere? In
It Is Right and Just, bestselling author Scott Hahn and Brandon McGinley challenge our idea of
religion and its role in society. Hahn and McGinley argue that to answer questions over religious
liberty, justice, and peace, we must first reject the insidious lie perpetuated by secular-liberal
culture: that religion is a private matter. Contrary to what political commentators and activists say,
religion is not only relevant to justice and law, but is necessary for civilization to thrive. Recover the
public nature of true religion, It Is Right and Just argues, and watch as a revolution unfolds. Find
eternal answers to today’s political confusion right now—pre-order today and get a free ebook to
begin reading immediately!
  why is marriage important to society: Family Policy Matters Karen Bogenschneider,
2024-02-23 This new edition captures the evolving, post-pandemic landscape of family policy—the
transformational changes that have occurred within contemporary families and the social, economic,
and racial/ethnic disparities that have grown across families. The book draws on policies from
around the globe to make an evidence-based case for family policy and its contributions to families
and to society. Bogenschneider tackles a significant challenge of our times—the polarization of
politics—including why it occurs and how professionals can bridge the divide. Beyond the basics, the
book provides best practices for turning analysis into action by drawing on cutting-edge research
and a point of view often overlooked in policy books—the voice of policymakers themselves. Imbued
with hope yet fundamentally realistic, Bogenschneider applies a relationship-based and strikingly
nonpartisan approach for those who want to make a positive difference for families, whether they
engage local policymakers in towns, cities and counties; state/national lawmakers; or
decision-makers in businesses, nonprofits and philanthropy. Accompanied by updated, web-based
teaching materials and a family impact toolkit, this is core reading for undergraduate and/or
graduate courses in family or social policy taught in human development and family studies,
psychology, counseling, social work, sociology, public policy, political science, and education. It is
also essential reading for professionals and policymakers interested in pursuing better public policy
for families in all their diversity across the lifespan.
  why is marriage important to society: 10 Lessons in Digital Literacy Nik Peachey, 2024-06-27
This book contains a collection of ten lesson plans, each based around an authentic infographic. The
lessons move through the common stages of classroom discussion to help students access their
existing knowledge and develop their spoken fluency, through comprehension tasks to help students
develop the ability to understand text and visual data and on to digital research and presentation
tasks to help students develop the ability question and check the credibility of information, think
more critically about the motivations behind it and to reformulate and integrate what they have
discovered into their existing beliefs and opinions. Each lesson ends with some form of creative
output task such as a presentation, article, essay or infographic creation that enables students to



share what they have learned. The materials have been designed to work on desktop, laptop and
mobile devices. They also include QR codes so that students can access the infographics on their
mobile devices. The lesson plans are not intended as a course, but as projects and activities that can
supplement existing course materials. The lessons cover a range of topics including: -: Advertising
and how it influences us -: Body language and how to understand it -: Introverts and extroverts and
how they differ -: Emotional intelligence and how it impacts on our relationships -: Facts about hair -:
Happiness and what effects it -: Developing study skills -: The environment and waste caused by
clothes manufacturing -: Daily habits of the world's wealthiest people -: The history of marriage and
weddings Each lesson includes: - A Teachers' guide with advice and answer key - A Teachers' digital
presentation
  why is marriage important to society: The Wrong Sort of Stories Stephen Measure,
2015-09-28 Stories and satires for a world gone mad. When right and wrong have been turned
upside down, it's time to tell the wrong sort of stories. Included stories: The Unneeded Panic Room
The Equality Remedy Talents, Servants, and Government Busybodies The Mascot You Never Had a
Brother The Sky Is Blue Stare Decisis The Statue of Liberty Orders a Burger (and gets something
completely different) The Honor Code on Trial Invest in Oxygen Masks Melvin the Protester Killing
the Golem The Planner’s Utopia Dandelion Seeds Fitting In
  why is marriage important to society: A Jungian Analysis of Toxic Modern Society Erik
Goodwyn, 2024-08-08 Using evidence from anthropology, neuroscience, psychiatry, analytical
psychology, and evolutionary biology, within this book Dr. Erik Goodwyn explores the current
cultural psyche, and how elements of modern society are contributing to the current loneliness
epidemic. Despite tremendous advances in technology, developed countries are more anxious,
depressed, suicidal, and addicted today than we were 100 years ago. Why? Research from many
fields of study show that loneliness has become an epidemic in the industrialized world, causing very
real medical consequences such as addiction, depression, anxiety, and suicide: all things which have
been on the rise for decades. And yet, because of various historical, philosophical, and economic
reasons, we do not nurture traditional cultural ways of satisfying these instincts. This book will
explore the idea that stopping the rising misery will not only require socioeconomic changes, but will
require a profound cultural change. Only then will we be able to stop the slow starvation of social
belonging, archetypal narratives, rituals, spirituality, and images as vessels of meaning. This will be
an insightful read for depth psychologists and scholars of analytical psychology, as well as health
care providers, therapists, sociologists, and those with an interest in cross-cultural studies.
  why is marriage important to society: Christian Ethics Wayne Grudem, 2018-07-20 What
does the Bible teach about how to live in today’s world? Best-selling author and professor Wayne
Grudem distills over forty years of teaching experience into a single volume aimed at helping
readers apply a biblical worldview to difficult ethical issues, including wealth and poverty, marriage
and divorce, birth control, abortion, euthanasia, homosexuality, business practices, environmental
stewardship, telling the truth, knowing God’s will, understanding Old Testament laws, and more.
  why is marriage important to society: Thinking Critically through Digital Media Nik Peachey,
Although the use of internet and digital materials in the language classroom has come a long way
over the last 25 years, still the vast majority of web based material that finds its way into the
language classroom is used for information input or comprehension purposes. The students’
interaction with the materials is as such largely passive with the teacher controlling the suitability of
the materials selected and deciding what information the students will extract from it. In Thinking
Critically through Digital Media I have tried to build on this model, but develop it and take it to
deeper and more critical levels of analysis that go beyond the superficial linguistic level and help to
develop students not only as English language speakers but as capable information literate
participants in the global knowledge economy. The book uses as its basis the development of key
digital literacies. These include the ability to understand visually presented data, the ability collect
and analyse data using a range of techniques and survey tools and the ability to create and deliver a
range of presentation types using digital media tools. Whilst developing these digital literacies



students are also encouraged to assess the validity, credibility and underlying bias of the information
they study and are given a range of research tools and techniques for reassessing the information
and evaluating how it fits within their personal framework of belief systems and values. The book
itself has four main chapters. The first three chapters contain a range of activities that teachers can
use with students to develop their abilities to understand and create infographics, develop research
polls and surveys and create and deliver presentations. These activities give students hands-on
exposure to a range of recommended tools and develop students as active creators of information
whilst developing their abilities to work collaboratively in digital online environments. The fourth
key chapter of the book is a collection of lesson plans that teachers can use to take students through
a complete process from accessing their existing knowledge about a topic, understanding new input,
examining how the information fits into their existing value scheme, checking the credibility and
validity of the information, carrying out their own parallel research through social media to finally
sharing and reevaluating what they have learned. You can see an example of the classroom materials
here: https://bit.ly/intro-extro-demo I believe that the skills and abilities teachers can help students
develop through the use of these materials are ones that are sadly lacking, not only in the English
language classroom but also in the general education of many students around the world. Through
the use of these materials, I hope teachers can develop more actively and intellectually critical
students who approach digital media with the ability not only to comprehend and consume
information but also understand the possible bias, motivation and underlying values of those
creating the information. I believe these skills and abilities are key to creating a more tolerant,
open-minded and critically aware global society.
  why is marriage important to society: Criminality and Economic Conditions Willem Adriaan
Bonger, 1916
  why is marriage important to society: United States of America Congressional Record,
Proceedings and Debates of the 113th Congress Second Session Volume 160 - Part 2 ,
  why is marriage important to society: Normative Patterns and Legal Developments in
the Social Dimension of the EU Ann Numhauser-Henning, Mia Rönnmar, 2013-06-28 This book
explores the normative and legal evolution of the Social Dimension - labour law, social security law
and family law - in both the EU and its Member States, during the last decade. It does this from a
wide range of theoretical and legal-substantive perspectives. The past decade has witnessed the
entering into force of the Lisbon Treaty and its emphasis on fundamental rights, a new coordination
regulation within the field of social security (Regulation 883/2004/EC), and the case law of the Court
of Justice of the European Union in the so-called Laval Quartet. Furthermore structural changes
affecting demographics and family have also challenged solidarity in new ways. The book is
organised by reference to distinct 'normative patterns' and their development in the fields of law
covered, such as the protection of established groups, the position of market functional values and
the scope for just distribution. The book represents an innovative and important interdisciplinary
approach to analysing EU law and Social Europe, and contributes a complex, yet thought-provoking,
picture for the future. The contributors represent an interesting mix of well-known and distinguished
as well as upcoming and promising researchers throughout Europe and beyond.
  why is marriage important to society: The Other Taiwan Murray A. Rubinstein, 1994
Examines the effects of the socio-economic post-war transformation on Taiwan's political system,
environment, religious structures, the relationships between the sexes and the different ethnic
populations. A complex revisionist portrait of the country emerges.
  why is marriage important to society: The New Civics Roscoe Lewis Ashley, 1925
  why is marriage important to society: A Community of Character Stanley Hauerwas,
1991-01-31 Selected by Christianity Today as one of the 100 most important books on religion of the
twentieth century. Leading theological ethicist Stanley Hauerwas shows how discussions of
Christology and the authority of scripture involve questions about what kind of community the
church must be to rightly tell the stories of God. He challenges the dominant assumption of
contemporary Christian social ethics that there is a special relation between Christianity and some



form of liberal democratic social system.
  why is marriage important to society: Questioning Gender Robyn Ryle, 2023-06-28
Questioning Gender: A Sociological Exploration aims to spark productive conversations and
questions about gender and serve as a resource for exploring answers to many of those questions.
Rather than providing definitive answers, this book aims to challenge students’ preconceptions
about gender and demonstrate how gender as a system creates and reinforces inequality. Taking a
global approach, author Robyn Ryle uses both historical and cross-cultural approaches to help
students understand the socially constructed nature of gender. Through examining contemporary
topics, including the #MeToo movement, sexual harassment in the workplace, and the gender wage
gap, students will be prompted to think critically about past, present, and future gender-related
issues. The Fifth Edition has been updated with expanded coverage of disability as it relates to
gender, discussion of issues related to transgender and nonbinary people, and examination of the
COVID-19 pandemic′s gender-related effects, as well as updated data throughout.
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