
why is english a germanic language

why is english a germanic language is a question that delves into the historical,
linguistic, and cultural roots of the English language. English is often classified as a
Germanic language due to its origins, structure, and vocabulary that trace back to the
Germanic tribes of Northern Europe. Understanding why English belongs to the Germanic
family involves exploring its early development, influences from other languages, and its
unique linguistic features. This article will analyze the historical background of English, its
connection to other Germanic languages, and the key characteristics that define it as
Germanic. Additionally, it will examine the impact of other language families on English
while maintaining its Germanic core. The comprehensive overview will provide clarity on
why English is considered a Germanic language and what sets it apart within the broader
Indo-European language family.
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Common Characteristics Shared with Other Germanic Languages

Historical Origins of English
The classification of English as a Germanic language primarily stems from its historical
origins. English originated from the languages spoken by Germanic tribes such as the
Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, who migrated to Britain during the early medieval period. This
migration, occurring approximately in the 5th and 6th centuries AD, led to the development
of Old English, the earliest form of the language. Old English is a West Germanic language,
closely related to Old Frisian and Old Saxon, with strong similarities to Old High German.
The settlers brought their Germanic dialects, which merged and evolved into what became
known as Old English.

Migration and Settlement of Germanic Tribes
The migration of Germanic tribes to the British Isles was a significant factor in shaping early
English. The Angles, whose name is the root of the word "English," along with the Saxons
and Jutes, supplanted the native Celtic languages in many regions. This cultural and
linguistic shift established a Germanic linguistic foundation in the British Isles. The Old
English spoken by these groups retained many Germanic grammatical structures,
phonetics, and vocabulary, which is why English is fundamentally a Germanic language.



Development from Old English to Middle English
Old English evolved into Middle English following the Norman Conquest of 1066, a period
marked by substantial French influence on the vocabulary and syntax of English. Despite
these influences, the core grammatical framework and basic vocabulary of English
remained Germanic. This transitional phase illustrates how English maintained its Germanic
roots even as it absorbed elements from Romance languages.

Linguistic Features of Germanic Languages in
English
The structural features of English provide clear evidence of its Germanic heritage. These
features include particular aspects of phonology, morphology, syntax, and core vocabulary,
which align with those found in other Germanic languages. Understanding these linguistic
characteristics helps explain why English is categorized as a Germanic language.

Phonological Characteristics
English phonology exhibits traits typical of Germanic languages, such as the presence of
specific consonant sounds and vowel shifts. Notably, the Germanic consonant shift, or
Grimm's Law, affected the development of consonants in Germanic languages, including
English. This historical sound change differentiates Germanic languages from other Indo-
European languages and is evident in English pronunciation patterns.

Morphological and Syntactic Features
English retains Germanic morphological features such as the use of strong and weak verbs,
which are characterized by different patterns of conjugation. The syntax of English,
including its tendency toward subject-verb-object word order, also reflects Germanic
influence. Additionally, English employs modal verbs (can, will, must), a trait common in
Germanic languages.

Core Germanic Vocabulary
A significant portion of the basic English vocabulary—words related to family, everyday
activities, numbers, and natural phenomena—derives from Germanic roots. Examples
include words like "mother," "father," "house," "water," and "day," all tracing back to Proto-
Germanic origins. This core lexicon is a hallmark of the Germanic language family.

Influences from Other Languages on English
While English is a Germanic language at its core, it has been heavily influenced by other
languages through centuries of contact, conquest, and cultural exchange. These influences



have enriched English vocabulary and altered some aspects of its grammar, but the
underlying structure remains Germanic.

Latin and Romance Language Influence
Latin, primarily through the Church and scholarly use, introduced numerous loanwords into
English. The Norman Conquest brought a flood of Norman French vocabulary into the
language, especially in areas such as law, government, art, and cuisine. Despite this, the
foundational grammar and everyday vocabulary stayed Germanic.

Celtic Language Influence
The Celtic languages spoken by the native inhabitants of Britain before the Germanic
invasions had a more subtle impact on English. Some place names and certain linguistic
features in English show Celtic influence, but it is relatively minor compared to Germanic
and Romance influences.

Other Language Influences
Over time, English has borrowed words from numerous other languages including Norse,
Greek, and more recently, languages worldwide due to globalization. Old Norse, brought by
Viking settlers, had a noticeable influence on English, especially in northern dialects and
vocabulary.

Classification within the Indo-European Language
Family
English belongs to the Indo-European family of languages, one of the largest and most
widespread language families globally. Within this family, English is classified under the
Germanic branch, which also includes languages like German, Dutch, Swedish, and
Norwegian. This classification is based on shared linguistic ancestry and structural features.

Germanic Branch of Indo-European Languages
The Germanic branch is subdivided into three groups: West Germanic, North Germanic, and
East Germanic. English falls under the West Germanic group, alongside German and Dutch.
This subgroup shares many linguistic traits that distinguish it from the North Germanic
languages (such as Swedish and Danish) and the now-extinct East Germanic languages.

Proto-Germanic Roots
The Germanic languages all descend from Proto-Germanic, a reconstructed ancestral



language spoken before the Common Era. Proto-Germanic itself evolved from the earlier
Proto-Indo-European language. English’s connection to Proto-Germanic explains its shared
vocabulary, grammar, and phonological features with other Germanic languages.

Common Characteristics Shared with Other
Germanic Languages
English shares a variety of characteristics with other Germanic languages, reinforcing its
classification as a Germanic language. These commonalities include grammar, vocabulary,
and phonetic patterns that are distinct from other language families.

Similarities in Grammar and Syntax
English and other Germanic languages exhibit similarities in verb conjugations, use of
modal verbs, and sentence structure. For example, the use of auxiliary verbs to form
questions and negatives is a common Germanic feature. Additionally, the presence of
strong and weak verbs is a grammatical trait shared across Germanic languages.

Shared Vocabulary Elements
Many cognates—words with a common etymological origin—exist between English and
other Germanic languages. Words like "house" (English) and "Haus" (German), or "water"
(English) and "water" (Dutch), demonstrate the linguistic kinship. These shared vocabulary
elements highlight English’s Germanic heritage.

Phonetic and Morphological Parallels
Phonetic patterns such as consonant shifts and vowel changes are common to Germanic
languages, including English. Morphologically, the use of prefixes, suffixes, and compound
words in English aligns with Germanic language structures. These parallels contribute to the
overall classification of English as a Germanic language.

Summary of Key Germanic Features in English

Use of modal verbs (can, must, shall)

Strong and weak verb conjugations

Subject-verb-object word order

Core vocabulary derived from Proto-Germanic

Phonological changes consistent with Grimm’s Law



Compound word formation

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is English classified as a Germanic language?
English is classified as a Germanic language because it originated from the languages
spoken by the Germanic tribes, such as the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, who settled in
England during the early Middle Ages. Its core vocabulary, grammar, and phonology are
primarily derived from these Germanic roots.

What are the main characteristics that make English a
Germanic language?
English exhibits several characteristics typical of Germanic languages, including a strong
use of consonant clusters, a simple inflectional system compared to Latin-based languages,
and a core vocabulary that shares cognates with other Germanic languages like German
and Dutch.

How did the Germanic tribes influence the development
of the English language?
The Germanic tribes such as the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes invaded and settled in Britain
around the 5th century AD. Their languages mixed with the native Celtic languages and
Latin from the Romans, forming Old English, which is the foundation of modern English and
is fundamentally Germanic in structure.

Is English more Germanic or Latin-based in its
vocabulary?
English vocabulary is a mix, but its core vocabulary and grammar are Germanic. However,
a significant portion of its vocabulary, especially in formal and academic contexts, comes
from Latin and Romance languages due to later influences like the Norman Conquest.

How does English grammar reflect its Germanic origins?
English grammar retains Germanic features such as the use of modal verbs, a relatively
fixed word order, and the presence of strong and weak verbs. Although simplified over
time, these elements distinguish English from Romance languages and link it to the
Germanic language family.

What role did the Norman Conquest play in shaping



English as a Germanic language?
The Norman Conquest in 1066 introduced a large number of Norman French words into
English, enriching its vocabulary with Romance elements. Despite this, the underlying
grammatical structure and basic vocabulary remained Germanic, preserving English’s
classification as a Germanic language.

Can English be considered a hybrid language due to its
Germanic roots and other influences?
While English has borrowed extensively from Romance languages and others, its
fundamental grammar, syntax, and core vocabulary are Germanic. Therefore, it is
considered a Germanic language with significant lexical borrowing, rather than a true
hybrid language.

Additional Resources
1. Tracing the Roots: English as a Germanic Language
This book delves into the historical and linguistic roots of the English language, explaining
its classification within the Germanic language family. It explores the evolution of Old
English from its early Germanic origins and how it diverged from other language families.
Readers gain insight into the phonological, grammatical, and lexical features that link
English to Germanic languages.

2. The Germanic Origins of English Vocabulary
Focusing on the vocabulary of English, this book examines how much of the core lexicon is
derived from Germanic roots. It contrasts Germanic words with those borrowed from Latin,
French, and other languages to highlight the foundational Germanic influence. The book
also discusses the impact of historical invasions and cultural exchanges on the English
lexicon.

3. Old English and Its Germanic Heritage
A comprehensive study of Old English, this volume traces the language’s development from
its Germanic ancestors. It covers the grammar, syntax, and phonetics that characterize Old
English and compares them with other Germanic languages. The book is ideal for linguists
and history enthusiasts interested in the early stages of English.

4. Language Families Explained: English and the Germanic Branch
This accessible guide introduces readers to the concept of language families, focusing on
how English fits within the Germanic branch of the Indo-European family. It explains key
linguistic features that define Germanic languages and provides examples from English and
its Germanic relatives. The book is useful for students beginning their study of historical
linguistics.

5. The Germanic Influence on Modern English Grammar
Exploring the grammatical structures of modern English, this book highlights the Germanic
elements that persist despite centuries of external influence. It examines verb conjugation,
sentence structure, and word formation from a Germanic perspective. Readers learn how
these features differentiate English from Romance languages.



6. English in the Germanic Language Family Tree
This book provides a detailed genealogical chart of the Germanic languages, situating
English among its closest relatives. It discusses the shared innovations and divergences
that define the branches of the Germanic family. The work serves as a valuable reference
for understanding the broader context of English’s linguistic heritage.

7. From Proto-Germanic to English: A Linguistic Journey
Covering the transformation from Proto-Germanic to contemporary English, this book
explains key historical sound changes and morphological developments. It highlights the
major milestones in the language’s evolution and the factors influencing its Germanic
characteristics. The book is richly illustrated with examples and comparative data.

8. Why English Is a Germanic Language: An Introduction
Designed for general readers, this introductory book explains the fundamental reasons
behind English’s classification as a Germanic language. It covers historical migration,
linguistic features, and cultural influences in an easy-to-understand manner. The text
includes engaging anecdotes and helpful diagrams to clarify complex concepts.

9. The Germanic Legacy: English Language and Culture
This interdisciplinary book links the Germanic origins of English to cultural and historical
developments in England and beyond. It explores how language and culture influenced
each other, shaping modern English identity. The book combines linguistic analysis with
historical narrative to provide a holistic understanding of English’s Germanic roots.

Why Is English A Germanic Language
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  why is english a germanic language: Old English and the Continental Germanic Languages
Hans Frede Nielsen, 1981
  why is english a germanic language: The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of
Britain Stephen Oppenheimer, 2012-03-01 'British prehistory will never look the same again.'
Professor Colin Renfrew, University of Cambridge Stephen Oppenheimer's extraordinary scientific
detective story combining genetics, linguistics, archaeology and historical record shatters the myths
we have come to live by. It demonstrates that the Anglo-Saxon invasions contributed just a tiny
fraction (5%) to the English gene pool. Two-thirds of the English people reveal an unbroken line of
genetic descent from south-western Europeans arriving long before the first farmers. The bulk of the
remaining third arrived between 7,000 and 3,000 years ago as part of long-term north-west
European trade and immigration, especially from Scandinavia - and may have brought with them the
earliest forms of English language. As for the Celts - the Irish, Scots and Welsh - history has
traditionally placed their origins in Iron Age Central Europe. Oppenheimer's genetic synthesis tells a
different story. There is indeed a deep divide between the English and the rest of the British. But as
this book reveals the division is many thousands of years older than previously thought. 'Be prepared
to have all your cherished notions of English history and Britishness swept away' - Clive Gamble
  why is english a germanic language: Defining Creole John H. McWhorter, 2005-02-03 A
conventional wisdom among creolists is that creole is a sociohistorical term only: that creole
languages share a particular history entailing adults rapidly acquiring a language usually under
conditions of subordination, but that structurally they are indistinguishable from other languages.
The articles by John H. McWhorter collected in this volume demonstrate that this is in fact untrue.
Creole languages, while complex and nuanced as all human languages are, are delineable from older
languages as the result of their having come into existence only a few centuries ago. Then adults
learn a language under untutored conditions, they abbreviate its structure, focusing upon features
vital to communication and shaving away most of the features useless to communication that bedevil
those acquiring the language non-natively. When they utilize their rendition of the language
consistently enough to create a brand-new one, this new creation naturally evinces evidence of its
youth: specifically, a much lower degree of the random accretions typical in older languages, which
only develop over vast periods of time. The articles constitute a case for this thesis based on both
broad, cross-creole ranges of data and focused expositions referring to single creole languages. The
book presents a general case for a theory of language contact and creolization in which not only
transfer from source languages but also structural reduction plays a central role, based on facts
whose marginality of address in creole studies has arisen from issues sociopolitical as well as
scientific. For several decades the very definition of the term creole has been elusive even among
creole specialists. This book attempts to forge a path beyond the inter- and intra-disciplinary
misunderstandings and stalemates that have resulted from this, and to demonstrate the place that
creoles might occupy in other linguistic subfields, including typology, language contact, and
syntactic theory.
  why is english a germanic language: A Companion to Baugh and Cable's A History of
the English Language Thomas Cable, 2013-10-18 This comprehensive and accessible student
workbook accompanies the fifth edition of Albert C. Baugh and Thomas Cable's History of the
English Language. Each chapter in the workbook corresponds directly to a chapter in the textbook
and offers exercises, review questions, extensive supplementary examples, additional explanations
and a range of sample extracts taken from texts of different periods. An additional 'pre-chapter' on
the sounds of English also provides phonetic information and exercises that will prove useful
throughout the book. This third edition has been revised alongside the textbook and includes new
exercises to accompany the sections on Gender Issues and Linguistic Change, and African American
Vernacular English. This workbook is an invaluable companion for all History of English Language
courses.
  why is english a germanic language: Dative External Possessors in Early English Cynthia L.
Allen, 2019-09-26 This volume is the first systematic, corpus-based examination of dative external



possessors in Old and Early Middle English and their diachronic development. Modern English is
unusual among European languages in not having a productive dative external possessor
construction, whereby the possessor is in the dative case and behaves like an element of the
sentence rather than part of the possessive phrase. This type of construction was found in Old
English, however, especially in expressions of inalienable possession; it appeared in variation with
the internal possessors in the genitive case, which then became the only productive possibility in
Middle English. In this book, Cynthia Allen traces the use of dative external possessors in the texts
of the Old and early Middle English periods and explores how the empirical data fit with the
hypotheses put forward to date. She draws on recent developments in linguistic theory to evaluate
both language-internal explanations for the loss of the dative construction and the possible role of
language contact, especially with the Brythonic Celtic languages. The book will be of interest to
students and researchers in the fields of historical syntax and morphology, language variation and
change, and the comparative syntax of the Germanic languages.
  why is english a germanic language: Primary English: Extending Knowledge in Practice
David Wray, Jane Medwell, 2008-03-05 Still the biggest concern for many on initial teacher training
courses is the acquisition of subject knowledge and the ability to translate that into effective
teaching. This book addresses this - building on the core subject knowledge covered in the Achieving
QTS series and relating it to classroom practice. It supports trainees in extending and deepening
their knowledge of English and demonstrating how to apply it to planning and implementing lessons.
Practical and up-to-date teaching examples are used to clearly contextualize subject knowledge. A
clear focus on classroom practice helps trainees to build confidence and develop their own teaching
strategies.
  why is english a germanic language: The Linguistics of the History of English Remco
Knooihuizen, 2023-10-27 This textbook approaches the history of English from a theoretical
perspective. The book provides a brief chronological overview describing the way in which the
English language has changed over time from Old English to Modern English, while subsequent
parts adopt a theoretical focus that is thematically organised to deal with the question of how and
why English changed in the way it did, including a part addressing some specific contact-induced
changes and key topics such as English as a Lingua Franca. Supported throughout with information
boxes with empirical studies, the examples given are all drawn from English, but boxes with
examples from other languages tie the development of the English language into changes in other
contexts and settings. This book is an ideal resource for undergraduate students of the English
Language and historical linguistics.
  why is english a germanic language: Linguistic Simplicity and Complexity John H.
McWhorter, 2011-06-30 In John McWhorter’s Defining Creole anthology of 2005, his collected
articles conveyed the following theme: His hypothesis that creole languages are definable not just in
the sociohistorical sense, but in the grammatical sense. His publications since the 1990s have
argued that all languages of the world that lack a certain three traits together are creoles (i.e. born
as pidgins a few hundred years ago and fleshed out into real languages). He also argued that in light
of their pidgin birth, such languages are less grammatically complex than others, as the result of
their recent birth as pidgins. These two claims have been highly controversial among creolists as
well as other linguists. In this volume, Linguistic Simplicity and Complexity, McWhorter gathers
articles he has written since then, in the wake of responses from a wide range of creolists and
linguists. These articles represent a considerable divergence in direction from his earlier work.
  why is english a germanic language: The Everything Learning German Book Edward
Swick, 2011-06-01 Orderdas beste Bier at Oktoberfest! Hitch a ride on der Autobahn! Say
Wilkommen to your neuen deutschen Freunde! Learning to sprechen Sie Deutsches is fun and far
easier than you might think. With this guide, you will make sense of this fascinating language in no
time. This practical, hands-on Buch comes with easy-to-understand lessons, useful exercises, and
embedded audio for pronunciation help. Building on the German language's close relation to
English, this eBook includes everything from basic introductions to verb conversions. You will learn



to: Order food with ease. Ask how much items cost. Understand direct and indirect objects. Use
superlatives to communicate more effectively. Know when to use passive voice. Also, this eBook is
enhanced with audio icons throughout which allow you to hear correct pronunciation or participate
in various exercises so you can perfect your German pronunciation and understanding with ease!
Whether you want to sample das stoutest Lager or converse with your grandparents in their native
tongue, you'll soon discover just how easy it is to learn German!
  why is english a germanic language: GRE Premier 2016 with 6 Practice Tests Kaplan,
2015-05-19 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for GRE Premier 2017, ISBN
978-1-5062-0322-5, on sale June 7, 2016.
  why is english a germanic language: Millennia of Language Change Peter Trudgill,
2020-04-16 Were Stone-Age languages really more complex than their modern counterparts? Was
Basque actually once spoken over all of Western Europe? Were Welsh-speaking slaves truly
responsible for the loss of English morphology? This latest collection of Peter Trudgill's most seminal
articles explores these questions and more. Focused around the theme of sociolinguistics and
language change across deep historical millennia (the Palaeolithic era to the Early Middle Ages), the
essays explore topics in historical linguistics, dialectology, sociolinguistics, language change,
linguistic typology, geolinguistics, and language contact phenomena. Each paper is fully updated for
this volume, and includes linking commentaries and summaries, for easy cross-reference. This
collection will be indispensable to academic specialists and graduate students with an interest in the
sociolinguistic aspects of historical linguistics.
  why is english a germanic language: English Language Blythe Mallory, 2024-10-05 English
Language explores the fascinating journey of how a small island's tongue became the global lingua
franca. This comprehensive book delves into the origins, historical development, and worldwide
impact of English, offering readers a multifaceted view of language evolution and cultural exchange.
From its Indo-European roots to its current status as a global powerhouse, the book traces English's
path through key periods like Old English and the Renaissance, highlighting how historical events
shaped its development. What sets this book apart is its innovative approach to presenting language
history. Instead of a chronological account, it uses thematic case studies of words, phrases, and
grammatical features to illustrate broader linguistic trends. This method makes complex concepts
accessible to a general audience interested in journalism and language arts. The book also
incorporates cutting-edge insights from corpus linguistics and digital humanities projects, providing
readers with the latest understanding of language patterns and evolution. Throughout its chapters,
English Language argues that English's flexibility, adaptability, and inclusive nature have been key
to its unprecedented global spread. By examining the interplay between language, culture, and
power, the book challenges simplistic notions of linguistic imperialism and offers a nuanced
perspective on English's role in today's interconnected world.
  why is english a germanic language: Why is English Literature? T. Bonfiglio, 2013-09-05
Why is English synonymous with literature in the United States? Bonfiglio contextualizes the rising
hegemony of English within the anti-labor, anti-immigration, xenophobic, mercantile, militarist, and
technocratic ideologies that arose in the US in the first half of twentieth century.
  why is english a germanic language: Historical Syntax Jacek Fisiak, 2010-11-05 TRENDS
IN LINGUISTICS is a series of books that open new perspectives in our understanding of language.
The series publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of linguistics across theoretical frameworks
as well as studies that provide new insights by building bridges to neighbouring fields such as
neuroscience and cognitive science. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS considers itself a forum for
cutting-edge research based on solid empirical data on language in its various manifestations,
including sign languages. It regards linguistic variation in its synchronic and diachronic dimensions
as well as in its social contexts as important sources of insight for a better understanding of the
design of linguistic systems and the ecology and evolution of language. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS
publishes monographs and outstanding dissertations as well as edited volumes, which provide the
opportunity to address controversial topics from different empirical and theoretical viewpoints. High



quality standards are ensured through anonymous reviewing.
  why is english a germanic language: A Grammar of Old English, Volume 2 Richard M.
Hogg, R. D. Fulk, 2011-06-24 A Grammar of Old English, Volume II: Morphology completes Richard
M. Hogg's two-volume analysis of the sounds and grammatical forms of the Old English language.
Incorporates insights derived from the latest theoretical and technological advances, which
post-date most Old English grammars Utilizes the databases of the Toronto Dictionary of Old English
project - a digital corpus comprising at least one copy of each text surviving in Old English Features
separation of diachronic and synchronic considerations in the sometimes complicated analysis of Old
English noun morphology Includes extensive bibliographical coverage of Old English morphology
  why is english a germanic language: English Historical Sociolinguistics Robert McColl
Millar, 2012-06-20 Sociolinguistics provides a powerful instrument by which we can interpret the
contemporary and near-contemporary use of language in relation to the society in which speakers
live. Almost since the beginning of the discipline, however, attempts have been made to extrapolate
backwards and interpret past linguistic change sociolinguistically. Some of these findings have
influenced the discussion of the history of the English language as portrayed in the many textbooks
for undergraduate courses. A consistent application of sociolinguistic theory and findings has rarely
been attempted, however, despite the specialist literature which demonstrates this connection at
specific points in the language's development.This textbook provides students with a means by
which a previously existing knowledge of a linear, narrative, history of English can be deepened by a
more profound understanding of the sociolinguistic forces which initiate or encourage language
change. Uniquely, it discusses not only the central variationist tendencies present in language
change and their analysis but also the macrosociolinguistic forces which act upon all speakers and
their language. Chapters investigate the political, cultural and economic forces which affect a
society's use of and views on language; language contact, language standardisation and linguistic
attrition are also covered. Discussion is illustrated throughout by apposite examples from the history
of English. The volume enables students to develop a deeper understanding of both sociolinguistics
and historical linguistics; it is also be useful as a primer for postgraduate study in the subjects
covered.
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which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a
Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from?   "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something
Do you need the “why” in “That's the reason why”? [duplicate] Relative why can be freely
substituted with that, like any restrictive relative marker. I.e, substituting that for why in the
sentences above produces exactly the same pattern of
past tense - Are “Why did you do that” and “Why have you done   A: What? Why did you do
that? Case (2): (You and your friend haven't met each other for a long time) A: Hey, what have you
been doing? B: Everything is so boring. I have
“John Doe”, “Jane Doe” - Why are they used many times? There is no recorded reason why
Doe, except there was, and is, a range of others like Roe. So it may have been a set of names that all
rhymed and that law students could remember. Or it
"Why ?" vs. "Why is it that ?" - English Language & Usage Why is it that everybody wants to
help me whenever I need someone's help? Why does everybody want to help me whenever I need
someone's help? Can you please explain to me
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