
wichita state basketball coaches history
wichita state basketball coaches history traces the evolution of one of college basketball’s most
resilient and competitive programs. The Wichita State Shockers have built a legacy through various
coaching eras marked by strategic leadership, remarkable tournament runs, and consistent
development of talented players. This comprehensive overview explores the historical timeline of
Wichita State basketball coaches, highlighting their contributions and the impact they had on the
program’s growth. From early pioneers to modern-day tacticians, the coaches of Wichita State have
shaped a distinctive basketball culture known for toughness and competitive spirit. This article will
delve into notable coaching tenures, achievements, and the legacy left behind by these influential
figures. Understanding the Wichita State basketball coaches history provides context for the
program’s current success and future potential.

Early Coaching Era: Foundations and Growth

The Gene Smithson Era: Establishing National Presence

Mark Turgeon and Gregg Marshall: Modern Success and National Recognition

Coaching Philosophy and Style Across Eras

Legacy and Influence on Wichita State Basketball

Early Coaching Era: Foundations and Growth
The early years of Wichita State basketball coaching history laid the groundwork for what would
become a competitive collegiate basketball program. During this period, the team was guided by
coaches who focused on building the program’s identity and establishing a presence in regional
competitions. The coaches worked within limited resources but emphasized fundamentals and
discipline. This era saw gradual improvements in team performance and the beginning of community
support which would prove critical in the decades to follow.

Pioneering Coaches and Initial Challenges
Coaches in the early 20th century faced the challenge of limited funding and facilities, which
impacted recruitment and training. Despite these obstacles, they managed to foster a competitive
spirit and lay the foundation for future successes. These early leaders prioritized player development
and team cohesion, setting the stage for more prominent achievements.

Program Development and Early Milestones
Significant milestones during this era included the team's first conference titles and invitations to
postseason tournaments. These achievements helped elevate the program’s status and attracted



more attention from prospective players and fans. The early coaching teams focused on creating a
sustainable program that could compete at higher levels in subsequent years.

The Gene Smithson Era: Establishing National Presence
Gene Smithson’s tenure as head coach marked a turning point in Wichita State basketball coaches
history. Serving from the early 1970s, Smithson brought a new level of competitiveness and tactical
acumen that propelled the Shockers onto the national stage. His coaching style combined strong
defense with an effective offense, which helped the team secure multiple NCAA tournament
appearances and solidify its reputation.

Smithson’s Key Achievements

Leading Wichita State to its first-ever NCAA tournament victory

Securing Missouri Valley Conference championships

Developing players who advanced to professional basketball careers

Enhancing recruitment strategies to attract higher caliber talent

Smithson’s ability to inspire and develop players was instrumental in transforming Wichita State into a
nationally recognized program. His achievements laid the foundation for future coaches to build upon.

Impact on Program Culture
Under Smithson, the team adopted a culture of resilience and tactical discipline. His emphasis on
teamwork and defensive intensity became hallmarks of Wichita State basketball, influencing
subsequent coaching philosophies and player development practices.

Mark Turgeon and Gregg Marshall: Modern Success
and National Recognition
The modern era of Wichita State basketball coaches history is characterized by the leadership of Mark
Turgeon and Gregg Marshall, whose coaching tenures brought unprecedented success and elevated
the program to elite status. These coaches combined innovative strategies with strong recruitment to
compete at the highest levels of college basketball.

Mark Turgeon’s Contributions
Mark Turgeon coached the Shockers in the late 1990s and early 2000s, leading the team to several
NCAA tournament appearances. His tenure was marked by a focus on balanced offense and



aggressive defense, which resulted in competitive performances against top-tier programs. Turgeon
helped rekindle enthusiasm around Wichita State basketball and set the stage for future
accomplishments.

Gregg Marshall’s Transformative Era

Guided Wichita State to an undefeated regular season in 2013-2014

Led the Shockers to multiple deep runs in the NCAA tournament, including a Final Four
appearance

Earned multiple conference championships and national coaching awards

Developed a reputation for tough, disciplined, and energetic teams

Gregg Marshall’s era is often regarded as the pinnacle of Wichita State basketball coaches history. His
ability to maximize player potential and maintain consistent winning records transformed the program
into a national powerhouse.

Coaching Philosophy and Style Across Eras
The Wichita State basketball coaches history reflects a progression of coaching philosophies that
emphasize defense, discipline, and player development. While each coach brought their unique style,
certain core principles remained consistent throughout the program’s history.

Defensive Intensity and Team Discipline
From early coaches to modern-day leaders, defensive intensity has been a hallmark of Wichita State
basketball. Coaches prioritized strong defensive schemes, forcing turnovers, and controlling the pace
of the game. This approach helped the Shockers compete effectively against more athletically gifted
opponents.

Player Development and Recruitment Strategies
Effective recruitment and player development have been central to the program’s sustained success.
Coaches focused on identifying talent that fit the team’s culture and style, often finding overlooked
players and turning them into key contributors. This strategy allowed Wichita State to punch above its
weight in national competitions.

Adaptation and Innovation
Over the decades, Wichita State coaches have adapted to changes in college basketball by
incorporating new offensive sets, defensive alignments, and training methodologies. This adaptability



ensured the program remained competitive and relevant in evolving basketball landscapes.

Legacy and Influence on Wichita State Basketball
The collective legacy of Wichita State basketball coaches history is a testament to perseverance,
innovation, and competitive excellence. Each coaching era contributed to the growth and prestige of
the program, influencing not only the team but the broader Wichita State University community.

Long-Term Program Impact
The sustained success of Wichita State basketball coaches has resulted in increased national
recognition, enhanced recruiting capabilities, and a loyal fan base. The program’s reputation for
toughness and high-level competition continues to attract talent and support.

Notable Coaches and Their Enduring Contributions

Gene Smithson – Established national competitiveness and a strong defensive identity1.

Mark Turgeon – Rejuvenated the program and enhanced postseason presence2.

Gregg Marshall – Elevated Wichita State to elite status with historic winning seasons3.

The influence of these coaches extends beyond wins and losses, shaping the character and
aspirations of the Wichita State basketball program for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of Wichita State basketball?
The first head coach of Wichita State basketball was Willis Bates, who coached the team from 1906 to
1908.

Which Wichita State basketball coach led the team to its first
Final Four appearance?
Gene Smithson led Wichita State to its first Final Four appearance in 1965.

Who is the winningest coach in Wichita State basketball
history?
Gregg Marshall is the winningest coach in Wichita State basketball history, with over 300 wins during



his tenure from 2007 to 2020.

When did Gregg Marshall start coaching Wichita State, and
what were his major achievements?
Gregg Marshall started coaching Wichita State in 2007. He led the team to multiple NCAA Tournament
appearances, including a Final Four in 2013, and helped elevate the program to national prominence.

Who succeeded Gregg Marshall as head coach of Wichita
State basketball?
Isaac Brown succeeded Gregg Marshall as head coach of Wichita State basketball in 2020.

How has Wichita State basketball coaching impacted the
program's national reputation?
Wichita State basketball coaches, especially under Gregg Marshall, significantly improved the
program's national reputation by achieving deep NCAA Tournament runs, high national rankings, and
consistent winning seasons, making the Shockers a respected mid-major power.

Additional Resources
1. Shockers Legacy: The Coaches Who Built Wichita State Basketball
This book delves into the rich history of Wichita State basketball through the lens of its coaches. From
the early pioneers to the modern era, it highlights how each coach contributed to shaping the
Shockers' identity. Readers will gain insight into the challenges and triumphs that defined the
program over the decades.

2. Winning Tradition: The Story of Wichita State's Coaching Legends
Focusing on the most influential coaches in Wichita State history, this book explores their strategies,
leadership styles, and impact on the team’s success. It includes interviews and behind-the-scenes
anecdotes that reveal what made these coaches stand out. A must-read for fans interested in the
evolution of the Shockers’ basketball program.

3. From Court to Glory: Wichita State Coaches Through the Years
This comprehensive history traces the journey of Wichita State basketball coaches from the program’s
inception to the present day. It covers key seasons, pivotal games, and the coaching philosophies that
steered the team. The book also discusses how coaching changes influenced the Shockers' rise in
college basketball.

4. Shockers at the Helm: The Leadership of Wichita State Basketball Coaches
Examining leadership qualities and coaching techniques, this book profiles the men who have led
Wichita State basketball. It provides detailed accounts of their careers, including successes and
setbacks. Readers will learn how these coaches fostered team spirit and competitive excellence.

5. Building a Basketball Powerhouse: Wichita State Coaches’ Impact
This title highlights how Wichita State’s coaches transformed the program into a respected force in



college basketball. Through a mix of historical narrative and personal stories, the book captures the
evolution of coaching at Wichita State. It also reflects on the legacy left by each coach.

6. The Shockers’ Sidelines: Chronicles of Wichita State Basketball Coaches
A detailed chronicle of the coaching eras at Wichita State, this book provides a season-by-season
review of the team’s performance under different leaders. It sheds light on the tactical adjustments
and recruiting successes that defined each coach’s tenure. The book is enriched with photographs
and archival materials.

7. Coaching the Shockers: Stories from Wichita State Basketball’s Bench
This book offers a unique perspective by combining historical facts with personal stories from former
players and assistants. It highlights the relationships between coaches and players and how these
influenced team dynamics. The narrative captures the passion and dedication behind the Shockers’
basketball success.

8. Shocker Courts: The Evolution of Wichita State Basketball Coaching
Exploring changes in coaching styles and basketball philosophies, this book traces how Wichita
State’s coaching approach has evolved over time. It discusses innovations introduced by various
coaches and their effect on the game. The work situates the Shockers within the broader context of
college basketball trends.

9. Heart of the Shockers: Legendary Coaches of Wichita State Basketball
Focusing on the most memorable and impactful coaches, this book celebrates their achievements and
contributions to the program. It includes detailed profiles, career highlights, and reflections on their
influence on players and the community. The book is a tribute to the enduring spirit of Wichita State
basketball coaching.
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  wichita state basketball coaches history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave
Blevins, 2011-12-23 In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the
sport. The first inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and
Babe Ruth. Less than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members.
The Soccer Hall of Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959,
and the Football Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees-players, teams, and behind
the scenes personnel-have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame
Encyclopedia is a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major
sports halls of fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information,
sport and position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400
honorees. The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.

https://test.murphyjewelers.com/archive-library-803/Book?title=wichita-state-basketball-coaches-history.pdf&trackid=cqj33-6647
https://test.murphyjewelers.com/archive-library-104/Book?ID=XDm08-9845&title=benefits-massage-therapy-memes.pdf
https://test.murphyjewelers.com/archive-library-104/Book?ID=XDm08-9845&title=benefits-massage-therapy-memes.pdf


  wichita state basketball coaches history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia David
Blevins, 2012 Provides a comprehensive listing, including biographical information and statistics, of
each athlete inducted into one of the major sports halls of fame.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: The Rise and Fall of Kansas Wesleyan University
Basketball Jerry J. Jones, 2017-06-21 One hundred and sixteen years have passed since Kansas
Wesleyan University (KWU) formed basketball teams known as the Wesleyans, the Methodists, the
Preachers, and now, the Coyotes. Fathers, sons, and grandsons have worn the purple and gold
colors, winning and losing but always striving to represent the university in a most positive manner.
Head coaches had been students, middle school, high school, and college teachers. Like the players
themselves, the coaches had come from different states, scattered in all directions. But they were
here in Salina back in 1901 and continuing on in 2017 as teammates and brothers of the basketball,
bound together by the mutual story that is Kansas Wesleyan basketball.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Kansas University Basketball Legends Kenneth
N. Johnson PhD, 2013-11-19 The University of Kansas's men's basketball team is one of the oldest
and most successful in the history of college basketball; the very inventor of the sport, Dr. James
Naismith, was KU's first coach. Its long and illustrious history began in 1898 and includes some of
the biggest names in the game, from legends like Wilt Chamberlain to secret weapons like Andrea
Hudy, the only female strength and conditioning coach in the division. Longtime Jayhawk enthusiast
Kenn Johnson offers up a unique and in-depth look at the players, coaches and other personalities
who helped make the University of Kansas basketball program the unparalleled tradition it is today.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: The History of Loyola Basketball Fred Mitchell,
2019-03-12 “Only a seasoned journalist like Fred Mitchell could uncover the fascinating stories
behind the Ramblers’ glorious journey to the NCAA championship. Mitchell details surprising,
‘behind-the-curtain’ events, which carry the reader on a breath-taking trip to an unexpected,
hard-fought victory.” —Robert Jordan, Jr., Ph.D., Loyola University, Retired Anchor/Reporter, WGN
TV - Chicago Loyola has become a national brand, led by a pragmatic, genuine, and unassuming
head coach. Porter Moser is known for doing things the right way and encouraging his players to
“buy in to the culture of the program” that stresses building character and encourages good
sportsmanship, teamwork, and respect for the process. The over-arching national narrative of the
2017–18 NCAA men’s basketball tournament became the valiant and totally unexpected run made by
the Loyola Ramblers to the Final Four. What a refreshing Cinderella Run that fans nationwide
appreciated after a college basketball season overloaded with negative headlines. The fabric of the
team was woven from the initial threads of the 1963 NCAA championship Loyola squad that not only
captured a national title, but also made historic strides for college basketball and the nation with
regard to civil rights and racial integration. While the nation was admiring the grit, maturity, and
determination of Loyola’s relatively unheralded players, they also fell in love with the sincerity of
Sister Jean—the ninety-nine-year-old team chaplain and pop culture sensation now featured on
bobbleheads and memes across the country. This unique and colorful story is properly told through
the voices of those who actually took part in the joyful games, without shying away from the painful
incidents that represent a significant part of our country’s history.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: The Psychedelic Sixties: a Social History of the
United States, 1960-69 Richard T. Stanley, 2013-05-28 The Psychedelic Sixties were turbulent
times filled with periods of ecstasy and despair. Who could have predicted that President Kennedy's
Camelot would end with his televised assassination? Or that Harvard psychologist Timothy Leary's
Concord Prison Project would evolve into his becoming the pied piper of LSD, the Psychedelic
Revolution, and the Hippie Movement? To the credit of many Americans, a key characteristic of the
Psychedelic Sixties was the search for solutions to society's social problems. But who could have
predicted that President Johnson's Great Society would soon fall victim to race riots, student
protests, and an increasingly unpopular war in Vietnam? Throughout the sixties, regular folks tried
to find relief by watching TV comedies, motion picture musicals, and major sports events. And music
--- from The Beatles to The Rolling Stones. Despite all the decade's chaos and bloodshed, public and



private schools at all levels grew at unprecedented rates. And corporate America and our schools
were more in cahoots than ever: Want a good job? Get a college degree! And, in 1969, as some
Hippies still exclaimed, Tune in, turn on, drop out!, an American named Neil Armstrong WALKED
ON THE MOON!
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Hoop Hysteria Brent Flanders, Jeff Singler, Randy
Towner, Doug Vance, 1997-08 A Must-Have for Basketball Fans! In this book you will learn where
Lurch from television''s Adams Family played college basketball, what a North Carolina Tar Heel is,
and what record Frank Selvy set that may never be broken by a Division I player.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Basketball David L. Porter, 2005-07-30 From its
beginnings at the turn of the 20th century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America,
basketball has grown into an undeniably important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical
dictionary present concise narratives on the lives and careers on the most important names in
basketball history. Entries include both classic players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy
as well as more recently established and up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin
Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike
Krzyzewski from Duke University present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside,
while the inclusion of female players and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat
Summitt show that basketball is not just a sport for men. From its beginnings at the turn of the 20th
century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown into an undeniably
important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise narratives on the
lives and careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries include both classic
players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently established and
up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for
coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke University
present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of female players
and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that basketball is not just a
sport for men. This volume is an ideal reference for students seeking easily accessed information on
the greats of the game.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: History of NCAA Basketball Bill Gutman,
1992-12-28 Traces the history of the NCAA from 1905 to the present highlighting unforgetable
games and seasons.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: The Lack of Diversity in Leadership Positions in
NCAA Collegiate Sports United States. Congress. House. Committee on Energy and Commerce.
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection, 2007
  wichita state basketball coaches history: The 100 Most Important Sporting Events in
American History Lew Freedman, 2015-11-12 This engaging and informative work highlights the
100 biggest moments in the history of American sports, illustrating powerful connections between
sporting events and significant social issues of the time. In this homage to sports history, author Lew
Freedman compiles athletic feats that caught fans off guard, inspired awe, and left viewers on the
edge of their seats, all while making an impression on the world at large. Freedman ranks 100 of the
greatest moments in sports, reflecting on the dramatic impact of the events as well as their greater
influence on American society of the time. The work showcases the social, historical, and cultural
background of memorable games, teams, and athletes, highlighting the enduring value and
importance of each selection. An introduction discusses the history of sports and explains the
criteria for choosing the 100 sporting events in the book. Fascinating, little-known facts punctuate
entries, such as how the athletic accomplishments of Jackie Robinson and Joe Louis helped ease
racial tensions in the United States; why the passage of Title IX changed gender relations in the
United States forever; and which technologies have altered the way Americans view sport. Content
also traces the tremendous advancements of safety gear in sports, from the batting helmet and
catchers' shin guards in baseball, to the hardshell helmet and face guard in football, to the face
mask for goalies in hockey.



  wichita state basketball coaches history: Wichita State Baseball Comes Back John E.
Brown, 2014-01-28 There were no bats or balls on the campus of Wichita State University in the
spring of 1977. Five years later, the resurrected varsity baseball program was in the final game of
the College World Series, fulfilling the seemingly impossible promise made by Gene Stephenson
when he began recruiting players to a place that didn't even have a practice field. Stephenson would
lead the Shockers for over three decades, but those first five years with the team set him on the
course that put him among the winningest coaches in college baseball history..
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Encyclopedia of the Great Plains David J.
Wishart, 2004-01-01 Wishart and the staff of the Center for Great Plains Studies have compiled a
wide-ranging (pun intended) encyclopedia of this important region. Their objective was to 'give
definition to a region that has traditionally been poorly defined,' and they have
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Legends and Soles Sonny Vaccaro, Armen
Keteyian, 2025-02-25 The gripping and eye-opening memoir from the “Savior of Nike” and the man
who discovered Michael Jordan, Sonny Vaccaro. Written in collaboration with six-time New York
Times bestselling author Armen Keteyian, Legends and Soles provides context and truth to the
sensational media stories and headlines, including: Vaccaro’s pivotal role in the never-before-told
story of the courting and signing of Michael Jordan How Nike, at the behest of an embittered Knight,
went as far as having the Portland FBI investigate Vaccaro who was working for archrival Adidas on
a RICO charge of corporate espionage His close relationships with NBA superstars Kobe Bryant,
LeBron James, Kevin Garnett, and Tracy McGrady, and Hall of Fame coaches Jerry Tarkanian of
UNLV and John Thompson of Georgetown The high stakes drama behind the O’Bannon lawsuit that
changed the entire landscape in college sports Filled with in-depth stories and sixteen pages of
photos illuminating some of Sonny’s most treasured career memories, Legends and Soles is the
long-awaited memoir of a giant of American sports and a marketing genius.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: The Road to Omaha Ryan McGee, 2024-07-02 In
the spirit of Three Nights in August and The Last Night of the Yankee Dynasty, veteran sports writer
Ryan McGee goes behind the scenes, into the stands, and onto the field to reveal an exciting yet
personal look at one of the hottest sports championships in the country--the College World Series.
Every summer, college baseball teams from around the nation come to Omaha, Nebraska, to play
pure move-the-man-over, run-manufacturing baseball in a series that's part college bowl game, part
county fair. In 2008, the ten-day, eight-team tournament was the scene of one of the greatest series
in its illustrious history. And Ryan McGee puts the reader behind closed doors with the underdog
champs, the Fresno State Bulldogs, as well as with their seven opponents, from the first batting
practice session, to bus rides to the ballpark, to the locker room and the dugout. It's the CWS as few
ever see it. But The Road to Omaha goes far beyond the 2008 season. It's an in-depth look at the
managing strategies and playing style of college baseball, as well as a series of profiles that examine
the people behind and around the CWS--the players, coaches, and fans who keep that feeling of
good-old-days innocence alive through their reverence for the Great American Pastime. McGee also
takes up residence at Rosenblatt Stadium itself, reliving its rich history and tapping into the
electricity around it, from the tailgating fans to the surrounding neighborhoods. The Blatt is
America's last real connection to the baseball belief that Field of Dreams can actually happen: a
wooden-framed ballpark with cramped concourses where teams share locker rooms, change clothes
in the parking lot, and sign autographs for kids until their fingers cramp. The Blatt is a monument to
tradition--and the last of its kind to keep that tradition alive. Thanks to Ryan McGee's quick eye for
play-by-play action, as well as his deep love for sports, The Road to Omaha is a rare glimpse into the
kind of baseball our grandfather's knew--a snapshot of the one of the last remaining vestiges of pure
Americana: a hometown, baseball, and the people who shape it and are shaped by it in turn.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Golden Hurricane Basketball at the University of
Tulsa Chad Bonham, 2004 Traces the great sports moments, players, and coaches that have donned
the Blue and Gold of the University of Tulsa's basketball team, from Paul Pressey, Steve Harris,
Tracy Moore, Shea Seals, Michael Ruffin, and Kevin Johnson to coaches such as Nolan Richardson,



Tubby Smith, and Bill Self. Original.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Fouling in Buiness and College Athletics GFA
Consulting Inc., 2019-04-20 Greed corrupts, leading to injustice and sometimes crime. Here we learn
how greed affects the worlds of business and college athletics, which at the end of the day aren't
that far apart. While the egregious history of 'fouling' in business resulted in eventual actions by
Congress... it remains to be seen whether 'fouling' in college athletics will illicit the same results.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Fighting Irish Karen Croake Heisler, 2006 A richly
illustrated overview of the storied football program at Notre Dame combines year-by-year accounts
of the accomplishments of the school's greatest athletes, as well as profiles of hundreds of players
and coaches, such as the Four Horsemen, Knute Rockne, Joe Montana, Digger Phelps, and others.
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Lack of diversity in leadership positions in NCAA
collegiate sports : hearing ,
  wichita state basketball coaches history: Southern Illinois University at 150 Years John S
Jackson, 2019-03-11 Chartered in 1869, Southern Illinois University has been a stalwart presence on
the southern Illinois landscape for a century and a half. This book celebrates the 150th anniversary
of the university’s founding by exploring in depth its history since 1969, when the last book to
celebrate a major anniversary was published. Chapters reflect on SIU’s successful athletics program,
the various colleges and departments within the university, the diverse holdings and collections of
the library, the unique innovative research enterprises, and special programs such as the Paul
Simon Public Policy Institute and Touch of Nature Environmental Center. Although SIU may be a
typical large public university in many ways, its unique location, history, and culture have made it a
distinct institution of higher education. Located close to the Shawnee National Forest and Giant City
State Park, the landscape is an indelible part of SIU, contributing to both the beauty of the
university grounds and the campus culture. The university’s sesquicentennial provides a wonderful
opportunity to revisit all that makes SIU amazing. Illustrated with 306 photographs of theater and
music performances, art, sports, past and present students, faculty, staff, administration, politicians,
community members, successful alums, distinguished visitors, and patrons of the university
buildings, and landscapes, Southern Illinois University at 150 Years captures the university’s story in
all its vivid color.
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