why study history by peter stearns

why study history by peter stearns explores the essential reasons behind
engaging with history as a discipline, emphasizing its relevance in
understanding the present and shaping the future. Peter Stearns, a renowned
historian and educator, outlines compelling arguments for why history remains
a crucial field of study. This article delves into his perspectives on the
educational, cultural, and societal benefits of studying history. It also
examines how history fosters critical thinking, empathy, and informed
citizenship. By analyzing Stearns’ insights, readers gain a comprehensive
understanding of the value history holds in today’s world. The discussion
includes practical applications of historical knowledge and its role in
addressing contemporary challenges, providing a well-rounded view of why
study history by peter stearns continues to resonate with scholars and
students alike.
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The Importance of Understanding Historical
Context

One of the primary reasons to study history, as emphasized by Peter Stearns,
is to grasp the historical context behind current events and societal
developments. Understanding historical context involves recognizing how past
events, decisions, and cultural movements shape contemporary realities. This
knowledge is essential for interpreting news, politics, and social trends
accurately. History offers a timeline that connects past to present, enabling
individuals to see patterns and consequences over time.

Historical Context and Modern Issues

Studying history allows for a deeper comprehension of modern issues by
tracing their origins and evolution. For example, political conflicts,
economic disparities, and social movements often have roots in historical
events that continue to influence them. Peter Stearns highlights that without
this background, contemporary debates can be misinterpreted or
oversimplified, leading to ineffective solutions.

Learning from Past Mistakes

Another critical aspect of historical context is learning from past mistakes.
History is replete with examples of errors in judgment, injustice, and failed



policies. By studying these instances, individuals and societies can avoid
repeating them. Stearns points out that this preventive function of history
is invaluable for progress and stability.

Developing Critical Thinking through History

Peter Stearns argues that one of history’s most significant contributions is
its ability to sharpen critical thinking skills. The study of history
requires analyzing sources, evaluating evidence, and interpreting differing
perspectives. These skills are transferable and highly beneficial across
various fields and everyday decision-making.

Analyzing Multiple Perspectives

History is not a single narrative but a collection of diverse viewpoints and
interpretations. Engaging with these multiple perspectives encourages
students and readers to assess biases, credibility, and context critically.
Stearns emphasizes that this analytical approach cultivates intellectual
discipline and skepticism, essential traits in an age of information
overload.

Evaluating Evidence and Forming Arguments

Historical study involves gathering evidence from documents, artifacts, and
testimonies, followed by constructing reasoned arguments. This process trains
the mind to distinguish fact from opinion and develop coherent conclusions.
According to Stearns, these competencies are vital for academic success and
informed citizenship.

History’'s Role in Fostering Empathy and
Cultural Awareness

Peter Stearns highlights that studying history enhances empathy by exposing
learners to the experiences and struggles of people across different times
and cultures. This exposure helps build understanding and respect for
diversity, which is crucial in a globally interconnected world.

Connecting with Human Experiences

History personalizes abstract concepts by showing how real individuals and
communities lived, suffered, and thrived. Through narratives of past lives,
students develop emotional connections that transcend temporal and
geographical boundaries. Stearns notes that this connection is key to
fostering compassion and reducing prejudice.

Appreciating Cultural Heritage

Studying history also promotes appreciation for cultural heritage and
traditions. Learning about the achievements and challenges of various



societies nurtures a sense of identity and belonging. Stearns points out that
such awareness supports social cohesion and mutual respect among diverse
populations.

History and Informed Citizenship

Another core argument presented by Peter Stearns for why study history is its
role in cultivating informed and responsible citizenship. A well-informed
citizenry is critical for the functioning of democratic societies, and
history provides the necessary knowledge to participate effectively in civic
life.

Understanding Governance and Political Systems

History offers insights into the development and functioning of political
institutions and legal frameworks. Stearns stresses that this understanding
enables citizens to critically evaluate government actions and policies,
fostering accountability and transparency.

Recognizing the Importance of Civic Engagement

Studying history reveals the impact of civic engagement and social movements
in shaping societies. By learning about past activism and reforms,
individuals are inspired to contribute positively to their communities.
Stearns believes that historical awareness motivates active participation and
social responsibility.

Practical Applications of Studying History

Beyond academic and intellectual benefits, Peter Stearns emphasizes several
practical applications of studying history. These include career
opportunities, problem-solving skills, and the ability to navigate complex
social environments.

Career Opportunities Related to History

History graduates find diverse career paths in education, research, public
policy, cultural management, and more. Stearns notes that the analytical and
communication skills gained through historical study are highly valued in
many professions.

Enhancing Problem-Solving Skills

The study of history involves identifying causes and effects, drawing
lessons, and anticipating outcomes. These abilities are crucial in various
professional and personal contexts where complex problem-solving is required.
Stearns highlights that history trains individuals to think systematically
and creatively.



Navigating Complex Social Environments

Knowledge of history equips individuals to understand social dynamics and
cultural sensitivities better. This understanding is essential in workplaces
and communities characterized by diversity. Stearns asserts that historical
insight fosters adaptability and effective communication.

Improved analytical and research abilities

Enhanced communication and storytelling skills

e Greater cultural competence and sensitivity

Informed decision-making in civic and professional life

Ability to connect past trends with future possibilities

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter Stearns and why is he significant in the
study of history?

Peter Stearns is a prominent historian known for his work in world history
and his advocacy for the importance of studying history to understand the
present and shape the future.

What are the main reasons Peter Stearns gives for
studying history?
Peter Stearns emphasizes that studying history helps us understand change and

continuity, develop critical thinking skills, learn from past mistakes, and
gain a broader perspective on current events.

How does Peter Stearns argue that history is relevant
to everyday life?
Stearns argues that history is relevant because it provides context for

understanding modern society, informs citizenship, and helps individuals make
informed decisions by learning from past experiences.

According to Peter Stearns, how does studying history
contribute to critical thinking?
Stearns believes that history requires analyzing evidence, evaluating

differing interpretations, and understanding complexity, all of which enhance
critical thinking and analytical skills.



What role does Peter Stearns assign to history in
understanding cultural diversity?

Stearns highlights that history exposes us to different cultures and
perspectives, fostering empathy and appreciation for diversity in a
globalized world.

How does Peter Stearns describe the connection
between history and identity?

Stearns suggests that history helps individuals and societies understand
their origins, values, and identity by connecting the past to the present.

What examples does Peter Stearns use to illustrate
the importance of learning from history?

Stearns often points to events like wars, social movements, and economic
crises to show how understanding their causes and consequences can help
prevent repeating mistakes.

How does Peter Stearns address the challenge of
making history engaging for students?

Stearns advocates for teaching history through storytelling, connecting past
events to contemporary issues, and encouraging active inquiry to make history
meaningful and engaging.

What is Peter Stearns' perspective on the role of
history in shaping future policies?

Stearns believes that history provides wvaluable lessons that policymakers can
use to craft informed and effective policies, avoiding past errors and
building on successful strategies.

Additional Resources

1. Why Study History? by Peter Stearns

This foundational book by Peter Stearns explores the importance of studying
history and how historical knowledge shapes our understanding of the present
and future. Stearns argues that history teaches critical thinking, cultural
awareness, and informed citizenship. The book also discusses various
approaches to historical study and its relevance in a rapidly changing world.

2. Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts by Sam Wineburg

Sam Wineburg examines how historians think differently from everyday people
and why studying history requires unique cognitive skills. The book delves
into the challenges of interpreting historical sources and the value of
historical empathy. It is a key text for understanding the complexities and
significance of historical inquiry.

3. The Past is a Foreign Country by David Lowenthal
David Lowenthal’s classic work addresses the ways people perceive and relate
to the past. The book explores how history is constructed, remembered, and



used for various purposes in society. It highlights the importance of history
in shaping identity and cultural memory.

4. Why Learn History? by Marc Ferro

Marc Ferro provides a thoughtful analysis of the reasons behind studying
history. He discusses the role of history in understanding human behavior,
fostering tolerance, and contributing to personal and societal development.
The book also reflects on the challenges of historical interpretation and
teaching.

5. Uses of the Past by David Lowenthal

In this insightful book, Lowenthal investigates how societies use history for
political, cultural, and social ends. He shows that history is not just a
record of facts but a tool that influences contemporary life. The work
encourages readers to critically assess the purposes and effects of
historical narratives.

6. History: A Very Short Introduction by John H. Arnold

John H. Arnold provides an accessible overview of what history is and why it
matters. This concise guide discusses different types of history, methods
historians use, and the relevance of historical study in modern times. It
serves as an excellent primer for those new to the discipline.

7. Teaching History in the Digital Age by Timothy K. Burke

This book explores how digital technology is transforming the study and
teaching of history. Burke emphasizes the opportunities and challenges that
digital tools bring to historical research and education. It is a valuable
resource for educators and students interested in contemporary approaches to
history.

8. The Historian’s Craft by Marc Bloch

Marc Bloch’s classic text is a reflection on the methods and philosophy of
historical research. He stresses the importance of critical analysis and
empathy in the study of history. The book remains influential for its
insights into the nature and purpose of historical scholarship.

9. Why History Matters: Life and Thought by Ernst Breisach

Ernst Breisach discusses the intellectual and practical significance of
history in society. The book argues that history is essential for
understanding human nature, cultural development, and ethical decision-
making. It also covers the evolution of historical thought and methodology.
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investment in the future that involves significant cost. Now more than ever, students and their
parents need to weigh up the potential benefits of university courses. That’s where the Why Study
series comes in. This series of books, aimed at students, parents and teachers, explains in practical
terms the range and scope of an academic subject at university level and where it can lead in terms
of careers or further study. Each book sets out to enthuse the reader about its subject and answer
the crucial questions that a college prospectus does not.

why study history by peter stearns: Why Study History? John Fea, 2024-03-26 What is the
purpose of studying history? How do we reflect on contemporary life from a historical perspective,
and can such reflection help us better understand ourselves, the world around us, and the God we
worship and serve? Written by an accomplished historian, award-winning author, public evangelical
spokesman, and respected teacher, this introductory textbook shows why Christians should study
history, how faith is brought to bear on our understanding of the past, and how studying the past
can help us more effectively love God and others. John Fea shows that deep historical thinking can
relieve us of our narcissism; cultivate humility, hospitality, and love; and transform our lives more
fully into the image of Jesus Christ. The first edition of this book has been used widely in Christian
colleges across the country. The second edition contains updates throughout.

why study history by peter stearns: The Palgrave Handbook of History and Social
Studies Education Christopher W. Berg, Theodore M. Christou, 2020-04-03 This Handbook
presents an international collection of essays examining history education past and present. Framing
recent curriculum reforms in Canada and in the United States in light of a century-long debate
between the relationship between theory and practice, this collection contextualizes the debate by
exploring the evolution of history and social studies education within their state or national contexts.
With contributions ranging from Canada, Finland, New Zealand, Sweden, the Netherlands, the
Republic of South Africa, the United Kingdom, and the United States, chapters illuminate the ways
in which curriculum theorists and academic researchers are working with curriculum developers
and educators to translate and refine notions of historical thinking or inquiry as well as pedagogical
practice.

why study history by peter stearns: Historical Foundations of Education Theodore Michael
Christou, 2023-03-23 This volume considers history as a foundational discipline in education. It
shows how history is a means for exploring what it means to be human by considering those stories,
sources, forces, and contexts that shape the way we construct narratives. History is more than
content, no matter what we might recall from our experiences in schools. The volume shows how
studying history is one means of uncovering why institutions, beliefs, policies, and practices are as
they are. Educational structures are, like all things, mutable. History empowers the individual to be
an actor in this process of change and to act judiciously. About the Educational Foundations series:
Education, as an academic field taught at universities around the world, emerged from a range of
older foundational disciplines. The Educational Foundations series comprises six volumes, each
covering one of the foundational disciplines of philosophy, history, sociology, policy studies,
economics and law. This is the first reference work to provide an authoritative and up-to-date
account of all six disciplines, showing how each field's ideas, methods, theories and approaches can
contribute to research and practice in education today. The six volumes cover the same set of key
topics within education, which also form the chapter titles: - Mapping the Field - Purposes of
Education - Curriculum - Schools and Education Systems - Learning and Human Development -
Teaching and Teacher Education - Assessment and Evaluation This structure allows readers to study
the volumes in isolation, by discipline, or laterally, by topic, and facilitates a comparative, thematic
reading of chapters across the volumes. Throughout the series, attention is paid to how the
disciplines comprising the educational foundations speak to social justice concerns such as gender
and racial equality.

why study history by peter stearns: Why Study Languages? Gabrielle Hogan-Brun,
2021-03-04 Considering studying languages at university? Wondering whether a languages degree
will get you a good job, and what you might earn? Want to know what it's actually like to study




languages at degree level? This book tells you what you need to know. Studying any subject at
degree level is an investment in the future that involves significant cost. Now more than ever,
students and their parents need to weigh up the potential benefits of university courses. That's
where the Why Study series comes in. This series of books, aimed at students, parents and teachers,
explains in practical terms the range and scope of an academic subject at university level and where
it can lead in terms of careers or further study. Each book sets out to enthuse the reader about its
subject and answer the crucial questions that a college prospectus does not.

why study history by peter stearns: Rethinking Case Study Research Lesley Bartlett,
Frances Vavrus, 2016-11-10 Comparative case studies are an effective qualitative tool for
researching the impact of policy and practice in various fields of social research, including
education. Developed in response to the inadequacy of traditional case study approaches,
comparative case studies are highly effective because of their ability to synthesize information
across time and space. In Rethinking Case Study Research: A Comparative Approach, the authors
describe, explain, and illustrate the horizontal, vertical, and transversal axes of comparative case
studies in order to help readers develop their own comparative case study research designs. In six
concise chapters, two experts employ geographically distinct case studies—from Tanzania to
Guatemala to the U.S.—to show how this innovative approach applies to the operation of policy and
practice across multiple social fields. With examples and activities from anthropology, development
studies, and policy studies, this volume is written for researchers, especially graduate students, in
the fields of education and the interpretive social sciences.

why study history by peter stearns: Thinking Historically Stephane Levesque, 2009-10-17
Two simple but profound questions have preoccupied scholars since the establishment of history
education over a century ago: what is historical thinking, and how do educators go about teaching
it? In Thinking Historically, Stéphane Ltévesque examines these questions, focusing on what it
means to think critically about the past. As students engage in a new century already characterized
by global instability, uncertainty, and rivalry over claims about the past, present, and future, this
study revisits enduring questions and aims to offer new and relevant answers. Drawing on a rich
collection of personal, national, and international studies in history education, Ltévesque offers a
coherent and innovative way of looking at how historical expertise in the domain intersects with the
'‘pedagogy of history education.' Thinking Historically provides teacher educators, and all those
working in the field of history education, ways of rethinking their practice by presenting some of the
benchmarks, in terms of procedural concepts, of what students ought to learn and do to become
more critical historical actors and citizens. As questions regarding history education compel
educators with greater force than ever, this study explores different ways of approaching and
engaging with the discipline in the twenty-first century.

why study history by peter stearns: Research and Evaluation in Education and
Psychology Donna M. Mertens, 2023-12-02 In Research and Evaluation in Education and
Psychology: Integrating Diversity With Quantitative, Qualitative, and Mixed Methods, renowned
scholar Donna M. Mertens offers an in-depth introduction to research methods. The Sixth Edition
integrates five major paradigms and emphasizes research within culturally complex communities.
Each chapter thoroughly explains each research step, enriched with a published sample study for
illustration.

why study history by peter stearns: | Love History But [ Hated It in School ,

why study history by peter stearns: Methods of Historical Analysis in Electronic Media
Donald G. Godfrey, 2006-08-15 Methods of Historical Analysis in Electronic Media provides a
foundation for historical research in electronic media by addressing the literature and the
methods--traditional and the eclectic methods of scholarship as applied to electronic media. It is
about history--broadcast electronic media history and history that has been broadcast, and also
about the historiography, research written, and the research yet to be written. Divided into five
parts, this book: *addresses the challenges in the application of the historical methods to broadcast
history; *reviews the various methods appropriate for electronic-media research based on the nature



of the object under study; *suggests new approaches to popular historical topics; *takes a broad
topical look at history in broadcasting; and *provides a broad overview of what has been
accomplished, a historian's challenges, and future research. Intended for students and researchers
in broadcast history, Methods of Historical Analysis in Electronic Media provides an understanding
of the qualitative methodological tools necessary for the study of electronic media history, and
illustrates how to find primary sources for electronic media research.

why study history by peter stearns: The Middle Ages in Popular Imagination Paul B.
Sturtevant, 2018-02-28 It is often assumed that those outside of academia know very little about the
Middle Ages. But the truth is not so simple. Non-specialists in fact learn a great deal from the
myriad medievalisms - post-medieval imaginings of the medieval world - that pervade our everyday
culture. These, like Lord of the Rings or Game of Thrones, offer compelling, if not necessarily
accurate, visions of the medieval world. And more, they have an impact on the popular imagination,
particularly since there are new medievalisms constantly being developed, synthesised and remade.
But what does the public really know? How do the conflicting medievalisms they consume contribute
to their knowledge? And why is this important? In this book, the first evidence-based exploration of
the wider public's understanding of the Middle Ages, Paul B. Sturtevant adapts sociological methods
to answer these important questions. Based on extensive focus groups, the book details the ways -
both formal and informal - that people learn about the medieval past and the many other ways that
this informs, and even distorts, our present. In the process, Sturtevant also sheds light, in more
general terms, onto the ways non-specialists learn about the past, and why understanding this is so
important. The Middle Ages in Popular Imagination will be of interest to anyone working on
medieval studies, medievalism, memory studies, medieval film studies, informal learning or public
history.

why study history by peter stearns: Breakthrough Shirley Marie McCarther, Donna M.
Davis, 2023-05-01 The History of Education Series presents historical analyses and interpretations
of matters of concern to education. Each volume in the series is developed and edited in partnership
with the Organization of Educational Historians, who, since 1965, has endeavored to promote the
pursuit of educational history through opportunities for presentation and discussion of papers at
annual meetings, to advance and improve the teaching of the history of education in institutions of
higher education, to cultivate fruitful relationships between scholars in the history of education, and
to encourage promising young scholars in the field of history of education. ENDORSEMENT:
Without question, Breakthrough: From Pandemic Panic to Promising Practice, is a volume that will
stand out as a major contribution to our understanding of COVID-19 and its unfolding impact on
education and society. Under the guidance of Drs. McCarther and Davis, the contributing authors
provide an excellent explication of the devastating impact of COVID-19 while at the same time
presenting voices of hope and promise with its emphasis on human sacrifice, endurance, and
resilience to survive. This is a must read! — Bruce A. Jones, Howard University

why study history by peter stearns: Refugee Journeys Jordana Silverstein, Rachel Stevens,
2021-02-04 Refugee Journeys presents stories of how governments, the public and the media have
responded to the arrival of people seeking asylum, and how these responses have impacted refugees
and their lives. Mostly covering the period from 1970 to the present, the chapters provide readers
with an understanding of the political, social and historical contexts that have brought us to the
current day. This engaging collection of essays also considers possible ways to break existing policy
deadlocks, encouraging readers to imagine a future where we carry vastly different ideas about
refugees, government policies and national identities.

why study history by peter stearns: Discussions and Democracy Christopher T. Dague,
2024-05-13 Discussions and Democracy: Motivation, Growth, and the New Social Studies Classroom
is written in a vernacular that will springboard and support teachers’ understandings of
implementing discussion-based approaches in their classrooms. Moreover, Discussions and
Democracy drills down more deeply into student motivation and engagement. This is braided
through a detailed and easy-to-understand explanation of both self-determination and self-efficacy.




Understanding the principles of motivation in the teaching and learning process is essential to
effective pedagogy. Discussions and Democracy is written by an author with nearly two decades of
experience in the classroom - both as a teacher and as a teacher educator. This book can serve the
needs of both new and experienced teachers interested in applying new methods of instruction to
their already existing practice. The aim throughout is to bring important concepts and theories out
of the “ivory tower” and onto the hard ground of real-world experience as a guide for today’s social
studies teachers.

why study history by peter stearns: Theory and Practice in Policy Analysis M. Granger
Morgan, 2017-10-12 Many books instruct readers on how to use the tools of policy analysis. This
book is different. Its primary focus is on helping readers to look critically at the strengths,
limitations, and the underlying assumptions analysts make when they use standard tools or problem
framings. Using examples, many of which involve issues in science and technology, the book exposes
readers to some of the critical issues of taste, professional responsibility, ethics, and values that are
associated with policy analysis and research. Topics covered include policy problems formulated in
terms of utility maximization such as benefit-cost, decision, and multi-attribute analysis, issues in the
valuation of intangibles, uncertainty in policy analysis, selected topics in risk analysis and
communication, limitations and alternatives to the paradigm of utility maximization, issues in
behavioral decision theory, issues related to organizations and multiple agents, and selected topics
in policy advice and policy analysis for government.

why study history by peter stearns: Ethical Data Science Anne L. Washington, 2023 Amidst
a growing movement to use science for positive change, Ethical Data Science offers a
solution-oriented approach to the ethical challenges of data science. As one of the first books on
public interest technology, it provides a starting point for anyone who wants human values to
counterbalance the institutional incentives that drive computational prediction.

why study history by peter stearns: Teaching Public History Julia Brock, Evan
Faulkenbury, 2023-03-15 The field of public history is growing as college and university history
departments seek to recruit and retain students by emphasizing how studying the past can sharpen
their skills and broaden their career options. But faculty have often sought to increase course
offerings without knowing exactly what the teaching and practice of public history entails. Public
historians have debated the meanings of public history since the 1970s, but as more students take
public history courses and more scholars are tasked with teaching these classes, the lack of
pedagogical literature specific to the field has been challenging. This book addresses the need for a
practical guide to teaching public history now. In eleven essays by esteemed public historians
teaching at colleges and universities across the United States, this volume details class meetings,
student interactions, field trips, group projects, grading, and the larger aims of a course. Each essay
contains wisdom and experience for how to teach a public history course and why such classes are
vital for our students and communities. Contributors include: Thomas Cauvin, Kristen Baldwin
Deathridge, Jennifer Dickey, Torren Gatson, Abigail Gautreau, Romeo Guzman, Jim McGrath,
Patricia Mooney-Melvin, Lindsey Passenger Wieck, and Rebecca S. Wingo.

why study history by peter stearns: Caring Hearts and Critical Minds Steven Wolk,
2023-10-10 Imagine if going to school meant more than preparing kids for a test, teaching a canned
curriculum, and training students for their future as workers. What if school were also about
cultivating students to be caring, community-involved citizens and critical, creative thinkers who
love to read? In Caring Hearts & Critical Minds, teacher-author Steven Wolk shows teachers how to
help students become better readers as well as better people. I want [my students] to be thinkers
and have rich conversations regarding critical issues in the text and be able to formulate opinions
regarding these issues, says Leslie Rector, a sixth-grade teacher who collaborated with Wolk on
some of the units featured in this book. Wolk demonstrates how to integrate inquiry learning,
exciting and contemporary literature, and teaching for social responsibility across the curriculum.
He takes teachers step-by-step through the process of designing an inquiry-based literature unit and
then provides five full units used in real middle-grade classrooms. Featuring a remarkable range of



recommended resources and hundreds of novels from across the literary genres, Caring Hearts &
Critical Minds gives teachers a blueprint for creating dynamic units with rigorous lessons about
topics kids care about'sfrom media and the environment to personal happiness and global poverty.
Wolk shows teachers how to find stimulating, real-world complex texts called for in the Common
Core State Standards and integrate them into literature units. I know from experience that a great
book changes the reader, says Karen Tellez, an eighth-grade teacher featured in the book. For me,
books have helped me escape, fall in love, recover from heartbreak, and have broken open my mind
from the age of twelve. . . . I hope [my students] gain better reading comprehension, confidence as
readers, connections to the characters and events, a curiosity for the world, and tolerance for
others. Caring Hearts & Critical Minds shows teachers how to turn these hopes and goals into
reality.

why study history by peter stearns: Why Study Geography? Alan Parkinson, 2020-10-20
Considering studying geography at university? Wondering whether a geography degree will get you
a good job, and what you might earn? Want to know what it's actually like to study geography at
degree level? This book tells you what you need to know. Studying any subject at degree level is an
investment in the future that involves significant cost. Now more than ever, students and their
parents need to weigh up the potential benefits of university courses. That's where the Why Study
series comes in. This series of books, aimed at students, parents and teachers, explains in practical
terms the range and scope of an academic subject at university level and where it can lead in terms
of careers or further study. Each book sets out to enthuse the reader about its subject and answer
the crucial questions that a college prospectus does not.

why study history by peter stearns: Why Study Mathematics? Vicky Neale, 2020-10-27
Considering studying mathematics at university? Wondering whether a mathematics degree will get
you a good job, and what you might earn? Want to know what it's actually like to study mathematics
at degree level? This book tells you what you need to know. Studying any subject at degree level is
an investment in the future that involves significant cost. Now more than ever, students and their
parents need to weigh up the potential benefits of university courses. That's where the Why Study
series comes in. This series of books, aimed at students, parents and teachers, explains in practical
terms the range and scope of an academic subject at university level and where it can lead in terms
of careers or further study. Each book sets out to enthuse the reader about its subject and answer
the crucial questions that a college prospectus does not.
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