
why you want to be a teacher essay
why you want to be a teacher essay is a common prompt that invites reflection on the motivations
and aspirations behind choosing the teaching profession. This essay explores the various reasons
individuals decide to become educators, emphasizing the impact teachers have on students,
communities, and society at large. Understanding these motivations provides insight into the
personal and professional qualities that define effective teaching. This article will delve into the
intrinsic and extrinsic factors that inspire people to pursue teaching careers, the challenges and
rewards associated with the profession, and the broader social significance of educators.
Additionally, it will outline key attributes and skills that aspiring teachers should cultivate to
succeed. The comprehensive discussion aims to inform and guide those considering teaching as a
career path by highlighting why the profession remains vital and fulfilling.

Motivations for Becoming a Teacher

Impact of Teachers on Students and Society

Essential Qualities and Skills of a Good Teacher

Challenges and Rewards of the Teaching Profession

Educational and Career Pathways to Teaching

Motivations for Becoming a Teacher
Understanding why you want to be a teacher essay often begins with exploring the fundamental
motivations that drive individuals toward this profession. These motivations can be deeply personal
or broadly societal, reflecting a commitment to nurturing development and fostering learning.

Passion for Education and Learning
Many aspiring teachers are driven by a genuine passion for education and a love of learning. This
passion fuels their desire to share knowledge and inspire curiosity in others, which is a cornerstone
of effective teaching. The opportunity to engage with diverse subjects and continuously expand one's
own understanding is a significant motivator.

Desire to Make a Positive Impact
A strong motivation behind the teaching profession is the desire to make a meaningful difference in
the lives of students. Teachers influence not only academic achievement but also personal growth,
self-confidence, and social skills. This sense of purpose motivates educators to commit to their roles
despite challenges.



Commitment to Community and Social Development
Teaching is often seen as a vehicle for community improvement and social equity. Those who want to
be teachers may view the profession as a way to contribute to societal progress by empowering
future generations with knowledge and critical thinking skills.

Impact of Teachers on Students and Society
The role of teachers extends far beyond delivering curriculum content. Their influence shapes the
intellectual, emotional, and social development of students, which in turn impacts society as a whole.

Shaping Future Citizens
Teachers help mold responsible, informed citizens by imparting values, ethics, and critical
awareness. This civic education fosters social cohesion and democratic participation.

Promoting Lifelong Learning and Curiosity
By encouraging curiosity and a love for learning, teachers equip students with the skills needed to
adapt and thrive in a rapidly changing world. This lifelong learning mindset is crucial for personal
and professional success.

Reducing Inequality through Education
Education is a powerful tool for reducing social and economic disparities. Teachers play a vital role
in providing equal opportunities for all students, regardless of background, which contributes to
more equitable societies.

Essential Qualities and Skills of a Good Teacher
To address why you want to be a teacher essay effectively, it is important to identify the key traits
and competencies that define successful educators. These qualities enable teachers to foster positive
learning environments and support diverse student needs.

Effective Communication Skills
Clear and engaging communication is fundamental to teaching. Educators must convey complex
information in understandable ways and listen actively to student feedback.



Patience and Empathy
Patience allows teachers to support students at varying learning paces, while empathy helps them
understand and respond to individual challenges, creating a supportive classroom atmosphere.

Creativity and Adaptability
Good teachers use creative approaches to make lessons interesting and adapt strategies to meet the
evolving needs of their students and educational standards.

Strong Organizational Skills
Managing lesson plans, assessments, and classroom dynamics requires excellent organizational
abilities to maintain an effective and efficient learning environment.

Communication and interpersonal skills

Emotional intelligence and empathy

Classroom management abilities

Subject matter expertise

Technological proficiency

Challenges and Rewards of the Teaching Profession
Exploring why you want to be a teacher essay also involves acknowledging the challenges teachers
face alongside the intrinsic and extrinsic rewards gained from the profession.

Common Challenges
Teachers often confront challenges such as large class sizes, limited resources, diverse student
needs, and administrative demands. These factors can create stressful conditions and require
resilience and problem-solving skills.

Rewards and Fulfillment
Despite challenges, teaching offers significant rewards, including the gratification of witnessing
student growth, contributing to community development, and experiencing personal and
professional growth. The positive impact on students' lives is a profound source of fulfillment.



Professional Growth Opportunities
The teaching profession provides opportunities for continuous learning, specialization, leadership
roles, and collaboration with colleagues, which enhance career satisfaction.

Educational and Career Pathways to Teaching
Understanding the educational and professional pathways involved in becoming a teacher is
essential for those addressing why you want to be a teacher essay. These pathways ensure the
development of necessary knowledge and skills.

Formal Education Requirements
Most teaching positions require at least a bachelor’s degree in education or a related field, along
with specialized training in pedagogy and classroom management. Advanced degrees can open
doors to higher-level roles and specialization.

Certification and Licensing
Obtaining teaching certification and licensure is mandatory in many regions. These credentials
validate a teacher’s qualifications and adherence to professional standards.

Continuous Professional Development
Ongoing professional development through workshops, seminars, and advanced coursework helps
educators stay current with educational trends, technologies, and methodologies.

Earn a bachelor's degree in education or a subject area.1.

Complete teacher preparation programs and student teaching experiences.2.

Obtain necessary state certification or licensure.3.

Engage in continuous professional development.4.

Explore opportunities for specialization or advanced degrees.5.

Frequently Asked Questions



Why is it important to explain your motivation in a 'why you
want to be a teacher' essay?
Explaining your motivation helps admissions committees or employers understand your passion,
commitment, and suitability for the teaching profession, making your essay more compelling and
personal.

What are some common reasons people want to become
teachers?
Common reasons include a passion for helping others, a love for a particular subject, a desire to
make a positive impact on students' lives, and the aspiration to contribute to society through
education.

How can personal experiences enhance your 'why you want to
be a teacher' essay?
Personal experiences provide authenticity and depth to your essay by showing real-life examples of
how teaching has inspired you or how you have positively influenced others, making your motivation
more relatable and credible.

Should you mention challenges you expect to face in teaching
in your essay?
Yes, acknowledging challenges demonstrates that you have a realistic understanding of the
profession and are prepared to overcome obstacles, which can strengthen your essay by showing
resilience and dedication.

How can you make your 'why you want to be a teacher' essay
stand out?
Incorporate unique personal stories, specific examples of your skills and qualities, and clearly
articulate your teaching philosophy and goals to create a memorable and distinctive essay.

Is it effective to include your long-term goals in a 'why you
want to be a teacher' essay?
Yes, including long-term goals shows foresight and ambition, indicating that you are committed to
growing in your career and making a lasting impact in education.

How should you address your teaching style or philosophy in
the essay?
Briefly describe your teaching style or philosophy to give insight into how you plan to engage
students and facilitate learning, aligning it with your motivation and values.



Can discussing the impact of teachers in your life strengthen
your essay?
Absolutely, reflecting on how teachers influenced you can illustrate your inspiration to pursue
teaching and highlight the importance of mentorship and guidance in education.

What tone is appropriate for a 'why you want to be a teacher'
essay?
A sincere, reflective, and positive tone works best, as it conveys your genuine passion and readiness
for the teaching profession while maintaining professionalism.

How important is it to tailor your essay to the specific
teaching program or school?
Tailoring your essay shows that you have researched the program or school, understand their
values, and are genuinely interested, which can improve your chances of acceptance or employment.

Additional Resources
1. “The Heart of a Teacher: Inspiring Passion and Purpose in Education”
This book explores the intrinsic motivations behind choosing a teaching career. It delves into
personal stories of educators who found their calling through a desire to make a difference. Readers
gain insights into how passion and purpose can shape effective teaching and inspire lifelong
learning.

2. “Why I Teach: Reflections on the Meaning and Joy of Teaching”
A collection of essays from teachers around the world, this book highlights the emotional and
intellectual rewards of the profession. It addresses common challenges and celebrates the moments
that make teaching worthwhile. The book encourages aspiring educators to reflect on their own
reasons for entering the field.

3. “Teaching with Purpose: Finding Meaning in the Classroom”
This guide focuses on helping educators connect their personal values with their teaching practice.
Through practical advice and reflective exercises, it encourages teachers to articulate why they want
to teach and how to maintain that motivation. It is ideal for both new and experienced teachers
seeking deeper fulfillment.

4. “The Teacher’s Journey: Discovering Your Why in Education”
This book provides a roadmap for educators to explore their motivations and goals. It combines
storytelling with research on effective teaching to help teachers understand the impact they can
have. The narrative encourages readers to embrace their unique reasons for becoming teachers.

5. “Inspiring the Future: Essays on the Calling to Teach”
A compilation of personal narratives and professional insights, this book examines the calling many
feel toward education. It discusses the societal and personal factors that inspire individuals to
pursue teaching. The essays inspire readers to think deeply about their own educational mission.



6. “Teaching as a Vocation: Embracing the Role of Educator”
This philosophical and practical book considers teaching not just as a job, but as a vocation. It
explores themes of service, responsibility, and impact on students’ lives. The author encourages
teachers to view their work as a meaningful contribution to society.

7. “Passion for Teaching: Stories of Commitment and Change”
Featuring real-life stories from passionate teachers, this book highlights how dedication can
transform classrooms and communities. It emphasizes the emotional rewards and challenges of
teaching. Readers are inspired to reflect on their own commitment to education.

8. “Why We Teach: Understanding the Motivations Behind Educators”
This research-based book investigates the various reasons individuals choose teaching as a
profession. It presents interviews, surveys, and case studies to provide a comprehensive view. It
helps aspiring teachers to identify and embrace their personal motivations.

9. “The Purposeful Teacher: Crafting Your Educational Mission”
Focusing on personal and professional development, this book offers strategies for teachers to
define and pursue their educational mission. It includes exercises to clarify goals and align teaching
practices with core values. Ideal for those writing essays on why they want to be teachers, it
supports meaningful self-reflection.
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  why you want to be a teacher essay: Ebony Jr. , 1981-08 Created by the publishers of
EBONY. During its years of publishing it was the largest ever children-focused publication for
African Americans.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: The ELL Teacher's Toolbox 2.0 Larry Ferlazzo, Katie
Hull Sypnieski, 2025-01-24 Set your English language learners up for success with this effective
resource The ELL Teacher's Toolbox 2.0 is a valuable, updated resource that teachers of English
Language Learners (ELLs) can use to improve student outcomes. With hundreds of innovative
strategies and activities to bring to your classroom, this book can be used with learners of all levels
and in any instructional setting. This revised edition provides the latest enhancements to the
instructional tools—along with 16 new chapters that you can add to your teaching repertoire. New
content includes coverage of artificial intelligence, online learning environments, and differentiated
instruction. Graphics and visuals make it easy to understand and adapt the content to your unique
teaching situation. Written by proven authors in the field, the book is divided into two main sections:
Reading/Writing and Speaking/Listening. Each of those sections includes “Top Ten” favorites and
between 40 and 70 strategies that can be used as part of multiple lessons and across content areas.
Contains 60% new strategies Features ready-to-use lesson plans Includes reproducible handouts
Offers technology integration ideas For the growing number of ELLs in public schools, effective ELL
instruction can mean the difference between long-term academic success and continued struggling.
In this book, you'll find countless practical ideas to add to your teaching arsenal—or for training and
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coaching ELL teachers—so you can support your students on their journey.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Strategies That Work! Essay Writing, Grades 6 &
Up Teacher Created Resources, 2008 This breakthrough series stands out from the pack by focusing
on specific learning strategies, one at a time. After studying a strategy, students answer questions
and complete activities related to that specific strategy. This step-by-step approach allows students
to succeed in mastering each skill that is presented. The activities are aligned with national
standards and benchmarks.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th
Edition Eric Owens, 2014 The inside word on law school admissions. To get into a top law school,
you need more than high LSAT scores and excellent grades--you also need a personal statement that
shines. Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th Edition, gives you the tools to craft just that.
This book includes: - 70 real essays written by 63 unique law students attending Columbia, Harvard,
Northwestern, Vanderbilt, and other top law schools--along with each applicant's test scores, GPA,
and admissions profile - An overview of law school admissions and tips for prepping your
applications - Insider advice: Interviews with admissions pros at 17 top law schools, including
Berkeley, Northwestern, UCLA, and many more Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th
Edition, includes essays written by students who enrolled at the following law schools: American
University Washington College of Law Boston College Law School Boston University School of Law
Columbia University School of Law Cornell University School of Law Duke University School of Law
Emory University School of Law Georgetown University Law Center Harvard University Law School
New York University School of Law Northwestern University School of Law The University of
Chicago Law School University of Michigan Law School University of Pennsylvania Law School
University of Virginia Law School Yale University Law School
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th Edition
The Princeton Review, 2015-02-10 The inside word on law school admissions. To get into a top law
school, you need more than high LSAT scores and excellent grades—you also need a personal
statement that shines. Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th Edition, gives you the tools to
craft just that. This book includes: • 70 real essays written by 63 unique law students attending
Columbia, Harvard, Northwestern, Vanderbilt, and other top law schools—along with each
applicant’s test scores, GPA, and admissions profile • An overview of law school admissions and tips
for prepping your applications • Insider advice: Interviews with admissions pros at 17 top law
schools, including Berkeley, Northwestern, UCLA, and many more Law School Essays That Made a
Difference, 6th Edition, includes essays written by students who enrolled at the following law
schools: American University Washington College of Law Boston College Law School Boston
University School of Law Columbia University School of Law Cornell University School of Law Duke
University School of Law Emory University School of Law Georgetown University Law Center
Harvard University Law School New York University School of Law Northwestern University School
of Law The University of Chicago Law School University of Michigan Law School University of
Pennsylvania Law School University of Virginia Law School Yale University Law School
  why you want to be a teacher essay: A Comprehensive Guide to Getting Hired Teaching
Carlos Heleno, 2017-03-10 Students, established teachers making a change, and those switching
careers all have the same questions about getting a teaching job: How do you get interviews? What
questions will be asked? What are employers looking for? Carlos Heleno, an educator with almost
thirty years of experience in the classroom and as an administrator, offers proven strategies for
landing a job as a teacher in this guide. Learn how to: • prepare a compelling portfolio that gets
noticed; • craft responses to common interview questions; • develop a personal brand that resonates
with employers; and • hone teaching skills that will help you succeed in the classroom; Heleno also
shares the top ten features of an outstanding cover letter, ten tips for writing an exceptional resume,
and how to impress potential employers when you meet them face to face. Packed with tips on
navigating each stage of the interview process and more than a hundred practice questions in
eighteen different areas, the strategies in this guide are your express ticket to landing the teaching



job you want.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Student Voice Teacher's Special: 100 Teen Essays +
35 Ways to Teach Argument Writing: from The New York Times Learning Network
Katherine Schulten, 2020-10-14 Help your students craft convincing arguments with award-winning
mentor texts written by teenagers and companion teaching guide. This bundle includes one copy
each of Student Voice: 100 Argument Essays by Teens on Issues That Matter to Them and Raising
Student Voice: 35 Ways to Help Students Write Better Argument Essays, from The New York Times
Learning Network. At a time when examples of “student voice” are everywhere, from Greta
Thunberg to the Parkland students to the teenagers in the streets of Hong Kong, the argument
writing that students study in school is still almost entirely written by adults. It is a wholly different
experience for teenagers to study the work of their peers. It’s relatable. It’s relevant. And it doesn’t
feel like an untouchable ideal. In this new collection of 100 essays curated by The New York Times,
students will find mentor texts written by their peers—13-18-year olds—on a wide range of topics
including social media, race, school lockdown drills, immigration, tackle football, the #MeToo
movement, and COVID-19. For any teacher who feels that students write better when they have
some choice over the topic and form, when they write for an audience beyond the teacher and a
purpose beyond a grade, and when they get to sound like themselves, this anthology is an invaluable
resource to accompany any composition text. In the companion teacher’s guide, Katherine
Schulten—a former teacher and writing coach herself—provides teachers with 35 strategies and
classroom-ready activities for using these peer mentor texts with their students. Raising Student
Voice also includes 500 writing prompts, a “topic generator” with questions to help students decide
what they’d like to write about, and a sample essay annotated with the comments of Times judges.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Write Great Essays Peter Levin, 2009-11-16 This
bestselling book is now available in an exciting new edition! Write Great Essays is very popular with
students because it offers concise and practical advice on how to write effectively and produce
better essays. Peter Levin has an engaging and accessible writing style which identifies well with
students’ concerns and questions. The 2nd edition has been designed to retain all these positive
features of the 1st edition, but to also include more coverage of electronic sources; dealing with
assessment; using and citing secondary sources; mastering a textbook; targeted reading; and a
thorough update of the plagiarism section. In addition, there will be a whole new section on getting
started with your essay and the book will include advice on report writing as well as essays. This
book is essential reading for students embarking on writing an essay or report for the first time, or
returning to study after a break. It will be an invaluable tool for students of any discipline.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Law School Essays that Made a Difference, 4th
Edition Princeton Review, 2010-09-14 One of the best ways to stand out in a crowd of law school
applicants is to write an exceptional personal statement. Law School Essays That Made a Difference,
4th Edition, contains 70 real application essays as well as interviews with admissions pros and with
students who've been through the process and made it to law school. Law School Essays That Made
a Difference, 4th Edition includes essays submitted to the following schools: American University
Washington College of Law Boston College Law School Boston University School of Law Columbia
University School of Law Cornell University Law School Duke University School of Law Emory
University School of Law Fordham University School of Law The George Washington University Law
School Georgetown University Law Center Harvard University Law School New York University
School of Law Northwestern University School of Law Rutgers University, The State University of
New Jersey School of Law–Camden South Texas Law College of Law Stanford University School of
Law University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law University of Chicago Law School
University of Colorado–Boulder School of Law University of Houston Law Center University of
Michigan Law School University of New Mexico School of Law University of Ottawa Faculty of Law
University of Pennsylvania Law School University of St. Thomas School of Law University of Texas at
Austin School of Law University of Virginia School of Law University of Wisconsin Law School
Vanderbilt University Law School Yale University Law School



  why you want to be a teacher essay: The Essential Career Guide to Becoming a Middle
and High School Teacher Robert W. Maloy, Irving Seidman, 1999-09-30 Throughout the country, a
growing number of college students, recent college graduates, and mid-career adults are thinking
about becoming teachers. Teaching in middle and high schools combines a lifelong pursuit of
learning, a long-held dream of joining a field that they respect, a chance to work with young people,
and an opportunity to make a difference in society. The Essential Career Guide to Becoming a
Middle and High School Teacher offers a step-by-step guide to preparation, certification, and
employment as a teacher. It provides guidance about issues and choices facing prospective
educators, including making the decision to teach, assessing the differences between middle schools
and high schools, identifying an excellent teacher education program, understanding alternative
pathways to certification, taking state-mandated teacher tests, succeeding as a student teacher, and
finding a first job in the profession. A complete state-by-state listing of programs, including current
U.S. News & World Report Top Fifty rankings and certification requirements rounds out this
valuable guide.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: The First-Year English Teacher's Guidebook Sean
Ruday, 2018-04-30 The First-Year English Teacher’s Guidebook offers practical advice and
recommendations to help new English teachers thrive in the classroom. Each chapter introduces a
concept crucial to a successful first year of teaching English and discusses how to incorporate that
concept into your daily classroom practice. You’ll find out how to: Clearly communicate instructional
goals with students, parents, and colleagues; Incorporate students' out-of-school interests into the
curriculum; Use assignment-specific rubrics to respond to student writing in meaningful ways;
Integrate technology into ELA instruction; Conduct student-centered writing conferences; Make
time for self-care and self-improvement; and much, much more. Additionally, the guidebook provides
a number of forms, templates, graphic organizers, and writing prompts that will enable you to put
the author’s advice into immediate action. These tools are available for download on the book’s
product page: www.routledge.com/9781138495708.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Teaching for Joy and Justice Linda Christensen, 2009
Teaching for Joy and Justice is the much-anticipated sequel to Linda Christensen's bestselling
Reading, Writing, and Rising Up. Christensen is recognized as one of the country's finest teachers.
Her latest book shows why. Through story upon story, Christensen demonstrates how she draws on
students' lives and the world to teach poetry, essay, narrative, and critical literacy skills. Teaching
for Joy and Justice reveals what happens when a teacher treats all students as intellectuals, instead
of intellectually challenged. Part autobiography, part curriculum guide, part critique of today's
numbing standardized mandates, this book sings with hope -- born of Christensen's more than 30
years as a classroom teacher, language arts specialist, and teacher educator. Practical, inspirational,
passionate: this is a must-have book for every language arts teacher, whether veteran or novice. In
fact, Teaching for Joy and Justice is a must-have book for anyone who wants concrete examples of
what it really means to teach for social justice.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Normal Instructor and Teachers World , 1920
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Ohio Educational Monthly and the National
Teacher , 1917
  why you want to be a teacher essay: How to Find a Scholarship Online Shannon R.
Turlington, 2000-11-14 Tuition costs across the country are rising at an alarming rate—and financial
aid is harder to get than ever. Parents and students alike are worrying about how to pay for
education without skimping on quality. Now, thanks to the Internet, more and more students are
applying for scholarships online with just the click of their mouse. However, finding just the right
sites can take hours of Web research. And too much time spent on research can result in lost
opportunities, missed deadlines, and changes in eligibility requirements. How to Find a Scholarship
Online makes the search easier by providing a directory of Web sites with scholarships available for
a wide variety of fields of study, ethnic and religious backgrounds, military activities, athletic
abilities, and more. Each entry details all the important facts students need, including: Eligibility



requirements Tips for avoiding scams, finding the best options, and applying online Expert advice on
submitting a winning application that stands out from the crowd
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Get A Jump Midwest, 6th Ed Peterson's, Peterson's
Guides Staff, 2004-01-11 This entertaining guide to life after high school gets students started in the
right direction, whether they choose college, the workforce, or the military. Each of the 6
region-specific volumes features entertaining articles, quizzes, and fun activities. Engaging and
educational, this interactive guide is great for college planning and career exploration. Along with
state and national scholarship opportunities and advice on campus visits, applications, and
interviews.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Studying in English Hayo Reinders, Linh Phung, Marilyn
Lewis, 2017-09-06 This easy-to-follow guide is packed with advice for students of English as a
second language who are studying, or planning to study, a degree taught in English, either in their
home country or abroad. It provides practical advice on academic topics, including listening to
lectures, group work and academic writing, and also helpful guidance for coping with language
issues, making friends and dealing with culture shock. Packed with insights from real students and
engaging activities, it will help them to develop the strategies and skills that they need to thrive in a
new academic environment. This is an essential resource for non-native English speakers who are
studying in English at degree level. It is also ideal for students who are preparing for university-level
studies and for use on pre-sessional courses for international students. New to this Edition: - Fully
revised and updated information and examples, with fresh coverage on standardised tests,
accredited programs, conditional admission and new forms of technology for language learning -
New resources and examples on studying in the US - Expanded glossary of university terms to help
students get to grips with new terminology and administrative processes
  why you want to be a teacher essay: American English in Mind Level 3 Teacher's Edition
Brian Hart, Mario Rinvolucri, Herbert Puchta, 2011-09-19 American English in Mind is an
integrated, four-skills course for beginner to advanced teenage learners of American English. The
American English in Mind Level 3 Teacher's Edition provides an overview of course pedagogy,
teaching tips from Mario Rinvolucri, interleaved step-by-step lesson plans, audio scripts, Workbook
answer keys, supplementary grammar practice exercises, communication activities, entry tests, and
other useful resources.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Secrets of Great Teachers Elisheva Zeffren, Perella
Perlstein, 2018-02-13 You can abandon rote learning with this middle and high school teaching
guide. Encouraging both students and teachers to unlock their creativity, the authors provide
guidance in lesson planning and ideas for creating unconventional homework, projects and tests that
are cost-free and easy to implement. This book leads teachers away from endorsing competition and
teacher-pleasing behavior, and offers ideas for independent thinking that will strengthen students'
decision-making, deductive reasoning and emotional intelligence.
  why you want to be a teacher essay: Why cant U teach me 2 read? Beth Fertig, 2009-09-15
Why cant U teach me 2 read? is a vivid, stirring, passionately told story of three students who fought
for the right to learn to read, and won—only to discover that their efforts to learn to read had hardly
begun. A person who cannot read cannot confidently ride a city bus, shop, take medicine, or hold a
job—much less receive e-mail, follow headlines, send text messages, or write a letter to a relative.
And yet the best minds of American education cannot agree on the right way for reading to be
taught. In fact, they can hardly settle on a common vocabulary to use in talking about reading. As a
result, for a quarter of a century American schools have been riven by what educators call the
reading wars, and our young people have been caught in the crossfire. Why cant U teach me 2 read?
focuses on three such students. Yamilka, Alejandro, and Antonio all have learning disabilities and all
legally challenged the New York City schools for failing to teach them to read by the time they got to
high school. When the school system's own hearing officers ruled in the students' favor, the city was
compelled to pay for the three students, now young adults, to receive intensive private tutoring.
Fertig tells the inspiring, heartbreaking stories of these three young people as they struggle to learn



to read before it is too late. At the same time, she tells a story of great change in schools
nationwide—where the crush of standardized tests and the presence of technocrats like New York's
mayor, Michael Bloomberg, and his schools chancellor, Joel Klein, have energized teachers and
parents to question the meaning of education as never before. And she dramatizes the process of
learning to read, showing how the act of reading is nothing short of miraculous. Along the way,
Fertig makes clear that the simple question facing students and teachers alike—How should young
people learn to read?—opens onto the broader questions of what schools are really for and why so
many of America's schools are faltering. Why cant U teach me 2 read? is a poignant, vital book for
the reader in all of us.
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Contextual difference between "That is why" vs "Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a
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