why is hill's science diet so expensive

why is hill's science diet so expensive is a question frequently asked by pet owners seeking high-
quality nutrition for their dogs and cats. Hill's Science Diet is known for its premium ingredients,
scientifically formulated recipes, and targeted health benefits, all of which contribute to its higher
price point compared to many other pet food brands. This article explores the various factors
influencing the cost of Hill's Science Diet, including ingredient quality, research and development,
manufacturing standards, and brand reputation. Understanding these elements provides insight into
why this brand commands a premium price and what pet owners receive in return. Additionally, this
discussion will cover the impact of specialized formulations, veterinary endorsements, and supply
chain considerations on the overall expense. The following sections will break down these
components to paint a comprehensive picture of Hill's Science Diet pricing.

Premium Ingredients and Nutritional Quality

Research, Development, and Scientific Backing

Manufacturing Processes and Quality Control

Specialized Formulations and Targeted Health Benefits

Brand Reputation and Veterinary Endorsements

Packaging, Marketing, and Distribution Costs

Premium Ingredients and Nutritional Quality

Selection of High-Quality Raw Materials

One of the primary reasons why is Hill's Science Diet so expensive lies in its commitment to using
premium raw ingredients. The brand sources high-grade proteins such as real chicken, lamb, and
fish, avoiding low-quality fillers like corn, wheat, and soy that are prevalent in cheaper pet foods.
These nutrient-dense ingredients provide balanced nutrition, supporting optimal pet health and
longevity.

Inclusion of Essential Nutrients and Supplements

Hill's Science Diet formulas are enriched with essential vitamins, minerals, antioxidants, and omega
fatty acids. These components are carefully measured to promote immune function, healthy skin and
coat, digestive health, and overall vitality. The rigorous attention to nutrient profiles contributes to
the higher ingredient costs, which are reflected in the retail price.



Strict Ingredient Sourcing Standards

The brand maintains strict sourcing standards to ensure ingredient safety and consistency. Many
ingredients are traceable and undergo rigorous testing for contaminants such as pesticides, heavy
metals, and pathogens. This level of quality assurance adds to the cost but guarantees a safer and
more reliable product for pets.

Research, Development, and Scientific Backing

Investment in Scientific Research

Hill's Science Diet invests heavily in scientific research to develop pet food formulas that address
specific health concerns such as weight management, kidney health, digestive support, and dental
care. This research includes clinical trials, laboratory testing, and collaboration with veterinary
nutritionists, which require significant financial resources.

Formulation by Veterinary Nutrition Experts

The development of each recipe involves veterinary nutritionists who apply advanced knowledge of
animal physiology and nutrition science. Their expertise ensures that the diets meet the nutritional
needs of pets at different life stages and with various medical conditions, justifying a premium
pricing model.

Continuous Innovation and Product Improvement

Ongoing innovation is a hallmark of Hill's Science Diet, with continuous updates to formulas based
on the latest nutritional science and pet health trends. This commitment to improvement
necessitates continual investment in R&D, further influencing the product's cost.

Manufacturing Processes and Quality Control

State-of-the-Art Production Facilities

Hill's Science Diet products are manufactured in advanced facilities equipped with modern
technology to ensure consistent quality and safety. These plants adhere to strict manufacturing
practices and meet or exceed industry standards, which increases operational costs.

Comprehensive Quality Control Measures

The brand implements rigorous quality control protocols throughout the production process,



including raw material inspection, in-process testing, and finished product evaluation. These
measures help prevent contamination, maintain nutritional integrity, and ensure product reliability,
all of which add to manufacturing expenses.

Compliance with Regulatory Standards

Hill's Science Diet complies with numerous regulatory requirements set by agencies such as the
FDA and AAFCO. Meeting these standards requires meticulous documentation, testing, and audits,
which contribute to the overall cost structure.

Specialized Formulations and Targeted Health Benefits

Tailored Diets for Specific Health Needs

A key factor explaining why is Hill's Science Diet so expensive is the availability of specialized
formulas designed to address particular health issues. These include diets for pets with allergies,
urinary tract problems, joint health concerns, and weight management, among others.

Therapeutic and Prescription Diets

Hill's offers prescription diets that require veterinarian authorization. These therapeutic foods are
formulated to manage chronic conditions and often have more stringent ingredient and
manufacturing requirements. The complexity and efficacy of these diets justify their higher price
point.

Use of Unique Ingredients and Additives

Specialized formulas incorporate unique ingredients such as prebiotics for digestive health,
antioxidants for immune support, and controlled levels of minerals to support organ function. These
additives increase formulation costs and influence the retail price.

Brand Reputation and Veterinary Endorsements

Trusted Brand with Proven Track Record

Hill's Science Diet has established a reputation for quality and effectiveness over decades, making it
a trusted choice among pet owners and veterinarians. This brand trust allows for premium pricing
because consumers are willing to pay more for perceived reliability and safety.



Endorsements by Veterinary Professionals

Many veterinarians recommend Hill's Science Diet due to its evidence-based formulations and
consistent quality. Veterinary endorsements enhance the brand's credibility and justify its higher
price as a clinically proven nutritional option.

Educational Resources and Customer Support

The brand provides extensive educational materials and customer support services for pet owners,
adding value beyond the product itself. These services require investment and contribute indirectly
to the product's cost.

Packaging, Marketing, and Distribution Costs

High-Quality Packaging Materials

Hill's Science Diet uses packaging designed to preserve freshness, prevent contamination, and
provide clear nutritional information. These packaging materials are often more costly than standard
options, influencing the product's final price.

Marketing and Advertising Expenses

Significant investment in marketing campaigns, including advertising, promotional activities, and
sponsorships, helps maintain brand visibility. These costs are factored into the retail price of Hill's
Science Diet products.

Efficient Distribution Networks

The brand maintains a broad distribution network, ensuring availability across veterinary clinics,
specialty pet stores, and online platforms. Efficient logistics and supply chain management add to
operational expenses, which are reflected in product pricing.

Summary of Cost Factors

e Premium, safe, and high-quality ingredients
e Extensive research and veterinary formulation
e Strict quality control and manufacturing standards

e Specialized and therapeutic diet options



e Established brand reputation and veterinary endorsements

e Advanced packaging and marketing efforts

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is Hill's Science Diet more expensive than regular dog
food?

Hill's Science Diet is more expensive because it uses high-quality ingredients, conducts extensive
research, and formulates its products to meet specific nutritional needs, which increases production
costs.

Does the cost of Hill's Science Diet reflect better nutrition?

Yes, the higher cost often reflects the use of scientifically backed ingredients and formulations
designed to promote optimal health for pets.

Are the ingredients in Hill's Science Diet superior to cheaper
brands?

Hill's Science Diet typically uses higher quality, carefully sourced ingredients that are tested for
safety and efficacy, which can contribute to its higher price.

Is Hill's Science Diet more expensive due to marketing and
branding?

Marketing and branding do play a role, but the primary reason for the higher price is the research-
backed formulation and quality control standards.

Does Hill's Science Diet cost more because it is vet-
recommended?

Yes, being vet-recommended adds credibility and often means the food meets stricter nutritional
standards, justifying a higher price point.

Are there any health benefits that justify the higher price of
Hill's Science Diet?

Many pet owners find that Hill's Science Diet supports better digestion, coat health, and overall
wellness, which can justify the investment in their pet's health.



Is Hill's Science Diet expensive because of its specialized
formulas?

Yes, Hill's Science Diet offers specialized formulas for different life stages and health conditions,
which require more research and higher quality ingredients, increasing costs.

Can the higher price of Hill's Science Diet reduce long-term
vet bills?

Potentially, yes. Providing pets with balanced, high-quality nutrition can help prevent health issues,
possibly reducing veterinary expenses over time.

Are there cheaper alternatives to Hill's Science Diet with
similar quality?

While some brands offer quality nutrition at lower prices, Hill's Science Diet is unique for its
research-based approach and specific health-targeted formulas, which may not be matched by
cheaper options.

Additional Resources

1. The Economics of Premium Pet Food: Understanding Hill's Science Diet Pricing

This book delves into the financial factors that contribute to the high cost of premium pet foods like
Hill's Science Diet. It explores ingredient sourcing, manufacturing processes, and marketing
strategies that influence pricing. Readers will gain insight into how quality and research investments
drive the product’s market value.

2. Quality Ingredients and Their Impact on Pet Food Costs

Focusing on the role of ingredient quality, this book explains why Hill's Science Diet uses specific,
high-grade components that elevate production costs. It discusses the benefits these ingredients
provide to pets' health and how they justify the premium price. The book also compares various pet
food brands to highlight differences in ingredient sourcing.

3. Scientific Research Behind Hill's Science Diet: A Cost Analysis

This title investigates the extensive research and development efforts Hill's invests in to create
scientifically formulated diets. It covers how clinical trials, veterinary partnerships, and nutritional
studies add to the overall expense of the product. The book emphasizes the value of evidence-based
pet nutrition in the pricing structure.

4. Marketing and Branding in the Pet Food Industry: Why Science Diet Costs More

Exploring the influence of branding, this book reveals how Hill's Science Diet positions itself as a

premium, veterinarian-recommended product. It analyzes advertising campaigns, packaging, and

retailer partnerships that contribute to higher prices. Readers will learn how perception and trust
impact consumer willingness to pay.

5. Manufacturing Processes and Quality Control in Hill's Science Diet
This comprehensive guide looks at the production standards and quality assurance practices that
Hill’s employs. It explains how strict safety protocols, specialized manufacturing facilities, and



precise formulation increase operational costs. The book shows how these measures ensure product
consistency and safety.

6. Veterinary Endorsements and Their Effect on Pet Food Pricing

This book examines the role of veterinarian recommendations in shaping consumer preferences for
Hill's Science Diet. It discusses how professional endorsements add credibility and justify higher
prices. The author also explores the relationship between veterinary science and premium pet
nutrition.

7. Consumer Perception and Willingness to Pay for Hill's Science Diet

Analyzing market research data, this book investigates why pet owners are willing to pay more for
Hill’s Science Diet. It covers factors like trust, perceived health benefits, and brand loyalty. The book
offers insights into consumer behavior and pricing acceptance in the pet food market.

8. Sustainability and Ethical Sourcing in Premium Pet Foods

This book highlights Hill’s commitment to sustainable and ethical ingredient sourcing practices. It
discusses how these efforts impact production costs and contribute to the product’s premium price.
Readers will explore the balance between environmental responsibility and affordability in pet food.

9. The Role of Nutrition Science in Shaping Hill's Science Diet Prices

Focusing on the advances in pet nutrition science, this book explains how Hill's integrates cutting-
edge findings into its formulations. It details how specialized nutrients and tailored diets for specific
pet needs increase development costs. The author connects scientific innovation with the premium
pricing model.
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challenges and rewards of adopting a pet Thinking about adopting or rescuing an animal? This
friendly guide gives you a no-nonsense introduction to the process and helps you select the right
companion for you and your family. You'll see how to handle everything from feeding, health care,
and housetraining to obedience, behavior issues, and special needs for older and abused animals.
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Find a supportive veterinarian * Adopt a dog, cat, bird, critter, or exotic pet * Help your pet adjust to
its new home
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manage pet obesity. Bringing together specialists in nutrition, internal medicine, critical care, and
surgery and rehabilitation, the book provides an overview of prevention techniques, clinical
management, and practical tips for implementing successful programs and educating owners.
Covering topics ranging from taking a nutritional history and body condition scoring to calculating
food dosage and client communication tips, this book is a resource for both veterinarians and
veterinary technicians to address the growing problem of pet obesity. The book begins by explaining
the clinical importance of obesity, then moves on to diagnosing and preventing obesity. The heart of
the book is devoted to managing body weight, with chapters on nutritional, pharmacotherapeutic,
and exercise strategies, and two unique chapters cover owner compliance and wellness programs.
Practical Weight Management in Dogs and Cats offers a collaborative approach to managing weight
in pet dogs and cats.

why is hill s science diet so expensive: The Labrador Retriever Handbook Kimberly
Lawrence, 2019-02-14 [J0The Complete Guide To Choosing, Training, And Caring Your Labrador
Retriever(][] If you want to add the best qualities of America's top dog to your household, you'll need
to know how to avoid the potential quirks of the breed! The high popularity rating of Labrador
Retrievers results from characteristics that include a large and whimsical personality, gentle nature
and friendly disposition. Use caution, though, when choosing the right puppy for you. Poor breeding
practices and hereditary health issues present the possibility of lifelong challenges, both in behavior
and disease. When you find the ideal pup, and you know the right methods to bring out the best
qualities, life with a Lab can prove comically unpredictable! This is a must-have guide for all
beginner Labrador Retriever puppy owners and individuals who are thinking of getting a Labrador
Retriever puppy. [J[] Grab your copy today and discover[][] ¢ How to choose the best dog for you and
your family ¢ An overview of just why training your Labrador is one of the very best things you can
do for it ¢ Effective techniques of teaching your Labrador all of the basic commands ¢ How to keep
yourLabrador healthy ¢ Simple Ways to Improve your Bond with your Labrador ¢ The ethical guide
to obtaining your lab from the right places ¢ How to keep your Lab happy to the end ¢ And much
more... Be the best friend to your best friend by knowing what it takes to find, feed, train and raise a
Labrador. America's top dog won the rank for being an all-around companion for single owners or an
entire family. But not all lifestyles will suit the needs of this spirited, attention seeking breed. Don't
look any further for another guide on this subject. This will answer any questions you might have,
and will teach you how to do everything you need plus tons more! Scroll up and click the buy now
button to get this awesome guide today!

why is hill s science diet so expensive: Kirk's Current Veterinary Therapy XIV - E-Book John
D. Bonagura, David C. Twedt, 2008-07-10 From medical disorders to toxicology to infectious disease,
Kirk's Current Veterinary Therapy XIV includes the most up-to-date information from leading experts
in the veterinary field with over 260 new chapters. The user-friendly format presents content clearly
to help you easily find the information you need and put it in practice. Selective lists of references
and suggested readings provide opportunities for further research, and the Companion CD includes
helpful information from the previous volume that still applies to current practice. - Authoritative,
reliable information on diagnosis includes details on the latest therapies. - An organ-system
organization makes it easy to find solutions for specific disorders. - Concise chapters are only 2-5
pages in length, saving you time in finding essential information. - Well-known writers and editors
provide accurate, up-to-date coverage of important topics. - A convenient Table of Common Drugs,
updated by Dr. Mark Papich, offers a quick reference to dosage information. - Cross-references to
the previous edition make it easy to find related information that remains valid and current. - A list
of references and suggested readings is included at the end of most chapters. - A fully searchable
companion Evolve website adds chapters from Kirk's Current Veterinary Therapy XIII, with
information that has not changed significantly since its publication. It also includes an image
collection with over 300 images, and references linked to PubMed. Useful appendices on the website
provide a virtual library of valuable clinical references on laboratory test procedures and
interpretation, normal reference ranges, body fluid analyses, conversion tables, nutritional profiles,



a drug formulary, and more. - More than 260 new chapters keep you at the leading edge of
veterinary therapy.

why is hill s science diet so expensive: Shaping the Wolf Within Your Dog Nathan B. Childs,
2004 Shaping the Wolf Within Your Dog is a comparison study of wolf and dog behavior. It is also a
comprehensive guide for living in harmony with dogs. We know dogs are genetically related to the
wolf; and both exhibit identical instincts, behaviors, temperaments, and dispositions - and both abide
to the law of nature that contends: for any animal grouping to survive, there must be social order
and communication between its members. Knowing this, we should learn all we can about wolf
behavior, and incorporate that knowledge with our dogs. By learning how pack animals establish
social order and communicate with one another, we can use this information to shape our dogs'
natural instincts, without having to use food bribes or violence. When we communicate in our dogs'
language, we will be able to communicate our leadership. The outcome will be predictable, for we
will be using the same methods of an alpha wolf when he establishes and maintains social order with
a pack of wolves. We will be shaping the same wolf instincts that are intact and engaged in each of
our dogs. Shaping the Wolf Within Your Dog illuminates: The natural behavior of canines The
language of canines How alphas lead their packs How alphas discipline and show affection The
hierarchy of the wolf social order The natural friendliness, loyalty, and devotion of pack members
How to pick the best pup from a litter How to establish social order with pups Basic obedience and
off lead obedience Family protection training

why is hill s science diet so expensive: The Labrador Retriever Dog Bible Kimberly
Lawrence, 2019-02-14 [J0The Ultimate Labrador Retriever Dog Bible[]] If you want to add the best
qualities of America's top dog to your household, you'll need to know how to avoid the potential
quirks of the breed! The high popularity rating of Labrador Retrievers results from characteristics
that include a large and whimsical personality, gentle nature and friendly disposition. When you find
the ideal pup, and you know the right methods to bring out the best qualities, life with a Lab can
prove comically unpredictable! This is a must-have guide for all beginner Labrador Retriever puppy
owners and individuals who are thinking of getting a Labrador Retriever puppy. [J0The Labrador
Retriever Dog Bible includes[][] ¢ A fun-loving companion to bond with all members of the family ¢
A growing loyalty as you teach your highly trainable Lab obedience and boundaries ¢ An overview of
just why training your Labrador is one of the very best things you can do for it ¢ Someone who is
always willing to go hunting and fishing, no matter the time or the temperature ¢ A complete
how-to-guide on how to potty train your Lab in a remarkably short amount of time with as few
accidents as possible ¢ A spirited yet gentle-natured companion who is always happy to see you ¢
How to extend the life of your Labrador ¢ And much more... Be the best friend to your best friend by
knowing what it takes to find, feed, train and raise a Labrador. America's top dog won the rank for
being an all-around companion for single owners or an entire family. But not all lifestyles will suit
the needs of this spirited, attention seeking breed. Don't look any further for another guide on this
subject. This will answer any questions you might have, and will teach you how to do everything you
need plus tons more! Scroll up and click the buy now button to get this awesome guide today!

why is hill s science diet so expensive: Nutritional Management for the Energy
Metabolism in Animals Jing Wang, Tarique Hussain, Yehui Duan, 2022-09-02

why is hill s science diet so expensive: Haggle A Freebie Anjali Sharda , 2020-07-14 This
book is all about freebies ( free product or free sample strategies) that one needs to know. Whether
you are a startup or big company, freebies play a pivotal role in boosting a company's bottom line
and top line growth. It's a great brand building tool that big companies are using to make
competition squirm. To know the why-how, read the book!!

why is hill s science diet so expensive: Feed Your Pet Right Marion Nestle, Malden
Nesheim, 2010-05-11 Human nutrition expert and author of the critically acclaimed What to Eat,
Marion Nestle, Ph.D., M.P.H., has joined forces with Malden C. Nesheim, Ph.D., a Cornell animal
nutrition expert, to write Feed Your Pet Right, the first complete, research-based guide to selecting
the best, most healthful foods for your cat or dog. Human nutrition expert and author of the critically



acclaimed What to Eat, Marion Nestle, Ph.D., M.P.H., has joined forces with Malden C. Nesheim,
Ph.D., a Cornell animal nutrition expert, to write Feed Your Pet Right, the first complete,
research-based guide to selecting the best, most healthful foods for your cat or dog. A
comprehensive and objective look at the science behind pet food, it tells a fascinating story while
evaluating the range of products available and examining the booming pet food industry and its
marketing practices. Drs. Nestle and Nesheim also present the results of their unique research into
this sometimes secretive industry. Through conversations with pet food manufacturers and firsthand
observations, they reveal how some companies have refused to answer questions or permit visits.
The authors also analyze food products, basic ingredients, sources of ingredients, and the optimal
ways to feed companion animals. In this engaging narrative, they explain how ethical considerations
affect pet food research and product development, how pet foods are regulated, and how companies
influence veterinary training and advice. They conclude with specific recommendations for pet
owners, the pet food industry, and regulators. A road map to the most nutritious diets for cats and
dogs, Feed Your Pet Right is sure to be a reference classic to which all pet owners will turn for years
to come.

why is hill s science diet so expensive: Agricultural Trade Highlights , 1994

why is hill s science diet so expensive: The Boston Cooking School Magazine of Culinary
Science and Domestic Economics Janet McKenzie Hill, 1909

why is hill s science diet so expensive: The Imperial Dictionary, English, Technological,
and Scientific John Ogilvie (LL.D.), 1863
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why is hill s science diet so expensive: Pure-bred Dogs, American Kennel Gazette , 1989

why is hill s science diet so expensive: Foods & Nutrition Encyclopedia, Two Volume Set
Marion Eugene Ensminger, Audrey H. Ensminger, 1993-11-09 Foods and Nutrition Encyclopedia,
Second Edition is the updated, expanded version of what has been described as a monumental,
classic work. This new edition contains more than 2,400 pages; 1,692 illustrations, 96 of which are
full-color photographs; 2,800 entries (topics); and 463 tables, including a table of 2,500 food
compositions. A comprehensive index enables you to find information quickly and easily.

why is hill s science diet so expensive: Natural Health Bible for Dogs & Cats Shawn
Messonnier, D.V.M., 2010-07-07 2000 Winner, Better Health for Life Award, Cat Writer's Association
(CWA) When it comes to your dog's or your cat's health, you want the best health care available. But
did you know that conventional medicine is not the only answer, or even the best answer? Inside
you'll learn from a respected veterinarian how the therapeutic wonders of natural medicine can
benefit your dog or cat. This comprehensive guide discusses more than 40 common conditions or
diseases that can affect your pet and how they can be treated or improved with natural medicine.
Easy to understand and use, with cross-references between conditions and treatments, this
informative resource includes: ‘An A-Z guide to common health conditions ‘An A-Z guide to herbs,
vitamins, and supplements -Dietary recommendations for specific health concerns -Proven
complementary therapies for your pet -And much, much more! Do your pet a great favor—add this
complete reference to your library. You'll both be glad you did. Inside, natural treatments for:
-Allergies -Obesity -Cancer -Kidney Disease -Arthritis -Heart Disease -Feline Leukemia -Dental
Disease -Ear Infections -‘And many more common conditions Praise for Natural Health Bible for Dogs
& Cats Incredibly well thought-out and organized. This bible will serve as an excellent reference for
veterinarians and pet owners alike.—L. Phillips Brown, D.V.M., product manager, Inter-Cal
Nutraceuticals A concise overview of common animal conditions and available complementary
therapies that will help readers ensure their pets and patients receive the best treatment.—Myrna
Milani, D.V.M., author, Preparing for the Loss of Your Pet This bible is a 'new testament' that may
help pet caregivers heal their sick pets.—Alice Villalobos, D.V.M.
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"Why ?" vs. "Why is it that ?" - English Language & Usage Stack Why is it that everybody
wants to help me whenever [ need someone's help? Why does everybody want to help me whenever I
need someone's help? Can you please explain to me

pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent 1” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and

american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English Why to choose or Why choose?
[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago

Politely asking "Why is this taking so long??" You'll need to complete a few actions and gain 15
reputation points before being able to upvote. Upvoting indicates when questions and answers are
useful. What's reputation and how do I get

Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack For why' can be idiomatic
in certain contexts, but it sounds rather old-fashioned. Googling 'for why' (in quotes) I discovered
that there was a single word 'forwhy' in Middle English

Do you need the “why” in “That's the reason why”? [duplicate] Relative why can be freely
substituted with that, like any restrictive relative marker. I.e, substituting that for why in the
sentences above produces exactly the same pattern of

"Why do not you come here?" vs "Why do you not come here?" "Why don't you come here?"
Beatrice purred, patting the loveseat beside her. "Why do you not come here?" is a question seeking
the reason why you refuse to be someplace. "Let's go in

indefinite articles - Is it 'a usual’ or 'an usual'? Why? - English As Jimi Oke points out, it
doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say

Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from? "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something

Contextual difference between "That is why" vs "Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a
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