
why study communication studies

why study communication studies is a question that many prospective students
and professionals consider when exploring academic and career options.
Communication studies is a dynamic field that examines how people create,
transmit, and interpret messages in various contexts. This discipline
encompasses interpersonal, organizational, intercultural, and mass
communication, providing a comprehensive understanding of human interaction.
Studying communication equips individuals with critical skills such as
effective speaking, writing, and listening, which are essential in virtually
every industry. Moreover, communication studies offer valuable insights into
media influence, public relations, and digital communication trends, making
it highly relevant in today’s interconnected world. This article explores the
key reasons to pursue communication studies, its career prospects, essential
skills gained, and the broader societal impact of mastering communication.
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Choosing the Right Communication Studies Program

The Importance of Communication Studies
Understanding why study communication studies begins with recognizing the
fundamental role communication plays in all aspects of life. Communication is
the foundation of relationships, businesses, governments, and media. The
study of communication explores how messages are crafted, conveyed, and
received, influencing attitudes, behaviors, and social dynamics. It helps
decode complex interactions and enhances the ability to engage effectively in
personal, professional, and public spheres. By analyzing communication
theories and models, students develop a deeper awareness of cultural
differences, conflict resolution strategies, and ethical communication
practices.

Enhancing Interpersonal Communication
Interpersonal communication is at the core of human interaction.
Communication studies provide tools to improve verbal and nonverbal
communication, active listening, and empathy. These skills foster stronger



relationships, improve teamwork, and reduce misunderstandings. Mastering
interpersonal communication benefits all areas of life, from family and
friendships to workplace collaboration.

Understanding Media and Technology
The rapid evolution of digital media has transformed how people communicate
globally. Communication studies include media literacy, enabling students to
critically analyze media messages, understand media effects, and navigate
digital platforms responsibly. This knowledge is crucial for adapting to
technological advancements and engaging with audiences across multiple
channels effectively.

Career Opportunities in Communication
One of the primary reasons to study communication studies is the diverse
range of career paths it opens. Graduates are equipped to work in various
sectors including corporate communications, marketing, public relations,
journalism, broadcasting, human resources, and more. The communication field
continually adapts to new trends, creating ongoing opportunities for
employment and professional growth.

Public Relations and Corporate Communication
Public relations specialists manage the public image of organizations,
crafting messages that build brand reputation and maintain stakeholder
relations. Communication studies prepare students to handle crisis
communication, media relations, and event planning, all vital to successful
PR campaigns.

Media and Journalism
Careers in media and journalism require strong storytelling abilities,
investigative skills, and ethical reporting. Communication studies provide a
foundation for understanding media law, ethics, and production techniques,
enabling graduates to succeed in news organizations, digital media outlets,
and content creation.

Marketing and Advertising
Marketing professionals use communication strategies to influence consumer
behavior and promote products or services. Communication studies teach
persuasion techniques, audience analysis, and campaign development, which are
essential skills for roles in advertising agencies, brand management, and



digital marketing.

Core Skills Developed Through Communication
Studies
Communication studies impart a wide array of transferable skills that are
highly valued in any professional environment. These skills enhance
individual effectiveness and contribute to organizational success.

Effective Writing and Speaking: Crafting clear, concise messages for1.
various audiences and purposes.

Critical Thinking and Analysis: Evaluating information, identifying2.
biases, and constructing logical arguments.

Intercultural Competence: Navigating communication across diverse3.
cultural contexts with sensitivity and awareness.

Conflict Resolution: Mediating disputes and fostering constructive4.
dialogue.

Research Proficiency: Conducting qualitative and quantitative studies to5.
understand communication phenomena.

Adaptability and Problem Solving
The dynamic nature of communication environments requires adaptability and
creative problem-solving. Communication studies encourage students to develop
flexible strategies to address challenges in personal interactions,
organizational settings, and media landscapes.

Impact of Communication Studies on Society
Studying communication not only benefits individuals but also has profound
societal implications. It promotes informed citizenship, social justice, and
the ethical dissemination of information.

Promoting Social Change
Effective communication is integral to advocacy and social movements.
Communication studies prepare individuals to craft compelling messages that
raise awareness, influence public opinion, and mobilize communities toward



positive change.

Enhancing Global Understanding
In an increasingly interconnected world, understanding intercultural
communication reduces prejudice and fosters cooperation. Communication
scholars contribute to building bridges across cultural divides by promoting
dialogue and mutual respect.

Choosing the Right Communication Studies
Program
Selecting an appropriate communication studies program involves considering
curriculum focus, faculty expertise, and practical learning opportunities.
Prospective students should evaluate whether programs offer specializations
aligned with their career goals, such as media studies, organizational
communication, or health communication.

Accreditation and Reputation
Accredited programs with strong reputations provide rigorous academic
training and valuable industry connections. Researching program outcomes and
alumni success can guide students in making informed decisions.

Opportunities for Hands-On Experience
Internships, workshops, and student media organizations are vital for gaining
real-world experience. Programs that emphasize experiential learning enable
students to apply theoretical knowledge and build professional networks.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is studying communication studies important in
today's world?
Studying communication studies is important because it equips individuals
with essential skills to effectively convey ideas, build relationships, and
navigate diverse social and professional environments in an increasingly
interconnected world.



How can communication studies improve career
prospects?
Communication studies enhance critical skills such as public speaking,
writing, and interpersonal communication, which are highly valued across
various industries, thereby improving career opportunities and professional
growth.

What career paths can a degree in communication
studies lead to?
A degree in communication studies can lead to careers in public relations,
marketing, media, corporate communication, journalism, human resources, and
counseling, among others.

How does studying communication studies help in
personal relationships?
It helps individuals understand verbal and nonverbal cues, resolve conflicts,
and communicate more effectively, fostering healthier and more meaningful
personal relationships.

What role does communication play in leadership and
management?
Effective communication is crucial for leadership and management as it
enables clear direction, motivation, conflict resolution, and collaboration
within teams and organizations.

How does communication studies address cultural
diversity?
Communication studies explore how culture influences communication styles and
practices, promoting cultural awareness and effective interaction in diverse
social and professional settings.

Can studying communication studies enhance digital
communication skills?
Yes, communication studies cover digital media and technology, teaching how
to create and manage content, engage audiences online, and navigate digital
communication platforms effectively.

How does communication studies contribute to social



change?
It provides tools to analyze media and messaging, craft persuasive campaigns,
and mobilize communities, thereby facilitating advocacy and social change
efforts.

What critical thinking skills are developed through
communication studies?
Students learn to analyze messages, assess sources critically, understand
audience perspectives, and develop coherent arguments, enhancing their
overall critical thinking abilities.

How can communication studies help in managing
conflicts?
It teaches conflict resolution techniques, active listening, empathy, and
negotiation skills, enabling individuals to manage and resolve conflicts
constructively in various contexts.

Additional Resources
1. Communication Matters: Why We Study the Art and Science of Human
Interaction
This book explores the fundamental reasons behind studying communication,
highlighting its role in shaping personal relationships, professional
success, and societal change. It delves into communication theories and real-
world applications, demonstrating how effective communication fosters
understanding and collaboration across diverse contexts. Readers gain insight
into the impact of communication on culture, identity, and social dynamics.

2. The Power of Communication: Unlocking Your Potential for Success
Focusing on the practical benefits of communication studies, this book
illustrates how mastering communication skills can lead to career advancement
and personal growth. It covers essential topics such as public speaking,
interpersonal communication, and media literacy. The author emphasizes the
strategic role communication plays in leadership and influence.

3. Why Study Communication? Exploring the Connections Between Language,
Culture, and Society
This title investigates the intricate links between communication, culture,
and social structures. It provides readers with a comprehensive understanding
of how communication shapes and reflects societal values and norms. The book
encourages critical thinking about media, technology, and globalization's
effects on human interaction.

4. Communication Studies: A Pathway to Critical Thinking and Civic Engagement
Highlighting the academic and social importance of communication studies,



this book argues that the discipline fosters critical thinking and active
citizenship. It showcases how communication skills empower individuals to
participate meaningfully in democratic processes and community building.
Students learn about rhetorical strategies and ethical communication
practices.

5. The Role of Communication in Personal and Professional Development
This book emphasizes how studying communication enhances both personal
relationships and workplace effectiveness. It covers communication theories
alongside practical tips for conflict resolution, negotiation, and teamwork.
The author presents case studies demonstrating communication’s impact on
leadership and organizational success.

6. Understanding Media and Communication: Foundations for a Changing World
Offering an introduction to media studies within communication, this book
discusses why understanding media is crucial in today's digital society. It
explores media effects, audience analysis, and the evolving landscape of
communication technologies. Readers learn why studying communication equips
them to navigate and influence the media environment.

7. Communication and Identity: How Our Stories Shape Who We Are
This book examines the relationship between communication and personal
identity formation. It explains how storytelling, language, and interaction
contribute to self-concept and social identity. The text encourages readers
to reflect on their communicative choices and the role of communication in
cultural diversity.

8. The Ethics of Communication: Why It Matters in Every Aspect of Life
Focusing on ethical considerations, this book discusses why studying
communication is essential for understanding moral responsibilities in
various contexts. It addresses issues such as honesty, transparency, and
respect in interpersonal and mass communication. The author argues that
ethical communication is foundational to trust and social cohesion.

9. Global Communication: Bridging Cultures in an Interconnected World
This book highlights the importance of communication studies in fostering
cross-cultural understanding and cooperation. It covers concepts such as
intercultural communication competence, language barriers, and
globalization’s impact on communication practices. Readers learn why
effective global communication is vital for peace, business, and diplomacy.
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  why study communication studies: Understanding Communication Research Methods
Stephen M. Croucher, Daniel Cronn-Mills, 2018-11-07 Using an engaging how-to approach that
draws from scholarship, real-life, and popular culture, this textbook offers students practical reasons
why they should care about research methods and a guide to actually conducting research
themselves. Examining quantitative, qualitative, and critical research methods, this new edition
helps undergraduate students better grasp the theoretical and practical uses of method by clearly
illustrating practical applications. The book features all the main research traditions within
communication including online methods, and provides level-appropriate applications of the methods
through theoretical and practical examples and exercises, including new sample student papers that
demonstrate research methods in action. Also featuring dedicated student resources on the
Routledge.com book page and instructor resources at
https://routledgetextbooks.com/textbooks/instructor_downloads/. These include links, videos,
outlines and activities, recommended readings, test questions, and more.
  why study communication studies: Communication Studies , 1994
  why study communication studies: Categorical Statistics for Communication Research
Bryan E. Denham, 2016-12-12 Categorical Statistics for CommunicationResearch presents scholars
with a discipline-specific guide to categorical data analysis. The text blends necessary background
information and formulas for statistical procedures with data analyses illustrating techniques such
as log- linear modeling and logistic regression analysis. Provides techniques for analyzing
categorical data from a communication studies perspective Provides an accessible presentation of
techniques for analyzing categorical data for communication scholars and other social scientists
working at the advanced undergraduate and graduate teaching levels Illustrated with examples from
different types of communication research such as health, political and sports communication and
entertainment Includes exercises at the end of each chapter and a companion website containing
exercise answers and chapter-by-chapter PowerPoint slides
  why study communication studies: A Handbook of Media and Communication Research
Klaus Bruhn Jensen, 2013-03-01 A Handbook of Media and Communication Research presents
qualitative as well as quantitative approaches to the study of media and communication, integrating
perspectives from both the social sciences and the humanities. Taking methodology as a strategic
level of analysis that joins practical concerns with theoretical issues, the Handbook offers a
comprehensive and in-depth review of the field and a set of guidelines for how to think about, plan,
and carry out media and communication studies in different social and cultural contexts. The second
edition has been thoroughly updated with reference to the development of the internet, mobile, and
other digital media. Each chapter addresses shifting configurations of established media
organizations, media discourses, and media users in networked practices of communication. The
introduction and one further chapter probe changing conceptions on mass and interpersonal, online
and offline communication – in research as in everyday life. Three new chapters have been added to
exemplify different forms of research employing multiple methods to study multiple media in
multiple contexts. List of contributors: Klaus Bruhn Jensen, Barrie Gunter, Rasmus Helles, Annette
Hill, Stig Hjarvard, Peter Larsen, Amanda Lotz, Graham Murdock, Horace Newcomb, Paddy
Scannell, Lynn Schofield Clark, Kim Christian Schrøder
  why study communication studies: The State of Asian Communication Research and
Directions for the 21st Century Ran Wei, 2018-12-07 The 21st century has been called ‘the Asian
Century’ by Eastern and Western academics, largely due to the economic and cultural rise of China
and India. This volume explores both what this means for communication research, and the
implications of Asia’s rising global power for communication scholars in Asia and from around the
world. Hot topics and emerging trends are explored, encapsulating the new opportunities as well as
the challenges for Asian communication scholars. Asia represents diverse cultural, economic, social
and political systems that shape different media systems in various countries with fertile contexts for
communication research. The scope of the chapters in this book includes mass communications,



mobile technology, intercultural and political communication, news and entertainment, health
communication, public relations, and comparative analyses of mainstream mass communication
theories. The articles in this book were originally published in the Asian Journal of Communication.
  why study communication studies: Comparative Communication Research Sophia Charlotte
Volk, 2022-02-01 Comparative research has gained enormous popularity in communication and
media studies in the last two decades and is increasingly conducted in international research teams.
Collaboration with scholars from different countries brings many advantages, but it is also prone to
conflict. Sophia Charlotte Volk presents the first systematic reflection on the conceptual,
methodological, and social challenges of international collaborative and comparative studies in
communication science. A systematic review of comparative studies and expert interviews with
communication scholars shed light on how challenges manifest themselves empirically and what
solutions have proven to be appropriate. The book proposes a phase model of collaborative and
comparative research that can serve as a guide for scholars on what conditions should be created for
productive collaboration in temporary research projects.
  why study communication studies: The Handbook of Comparative Communication
Research Frank Esser, Thomas Hanitzsch, 2013-06-19 The Handbook of Comparative
Communication Research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of comparative
communication research. It fills an obvious gap in the literature and offers an extensive and
interdisciplinary discussion of the general approach of comparative research, its prospect and
problems as well as its applications in crucial sub-fields of communications. The first part of the
volume charts the state of the art in the field; the second section introduces relevant areas of
communication studies where the comparative approach has been successfully applied in recent
years; the third part offers an analytical review of conceptual and methodological issues; and the last
section proposes a roadmap for future research.
  why study communication studies: The Handbook of International Crisis Communication
Research Andreas Schwarz, Matthew W. Seeger, Claudia Auer, 2016-06-13 The Handbook of
International Crisis Communication Research articulates a broader understanding of crisis
communication, discussing the theoretical, methodological, and practical implications of domestic
and transnational crises, featuring the work of global scholars from a range of sub-disciplines and
related fields. Provides the first integrative international perspective on crisis communication
Articulates a broader understanding of crisis communication, which includes work from scholars in
journalism, public relations, audience research, psychology, political science, sociology, economics,
anthropology, and international communication Explores the topic from cross-national and
cross-cultural crisis communication approaches Includes research and scholars from countries
around the world and representing all regions Discusses a broad range of crisis types, such as war,
terrorism, natural disasters, pandemia, and organizational crises
  why study communication studies: The Handbook of Applied Communication Research
H. Dan O'Hair, Mary John O'Hair, 2020-04-24 An authoritative survey of different contexts,
methodologies, and theories of applied communication The field of Applied Communication Research
(ACR) has made substantial progress over the past five decades in studying communication
problems, and in making contributions to help solve them. Changes in society, human relationships,
climate and the environment, and digital media have presented myriad contexts in which to apply
communication theory. The Handbook of Applied Communication Research addresses a wide array
of contemporary communication issues, their research implications in various contexts, and the
challenges and opportunities for using communication to manage problems. This innovative work
brings together the diverse perspectives of a team of notable international scholars from across
disciplines. The Handbook of Applied Communication Research includes discussion and analysis
spread across two comprehensive volumes. Volume one introduces ACR, explores what is possible in
the field, and examines theoretical perspectives, organizational communication, risk and crisis
communication, and media, data, design, and technology. The second volume focuses on real-world
communication topics such as health and education communication, legal, ethical, and policy issues,



and volunteerism, social justice, and communication activism. Each chapter addresses a specific
issue or concern, and discusses the choices faced by participants in the communication process. This
important contribution to communication research: Explores how various communication contexts
are best approached Addresses balancing scientific findings with social and cultural issues Discusses
how and to what extent media can mitigate the effects of adverse events Features original findings
from ongoing research programs and original communication models and frameworks Presents the
best available research and insights on where current research and best practices should move in
the future A major addition to the body of knowledge in the field, The Handbook of Applied
Communication Research is an invaluable work for advanced undergraduate students, graduate
students, and scholars.
  why study communication studies: Qualitative Communication Research Methods Thomas R.
Lindlof, Bryan C. Taylor, 2011 While many volumes discuss qualitative methods, only Qualitative
Communication Research Methods focuses on the history and diversity of their use within the
communication discipline. This volume is written by, for, and about communication scholars. It
introduces readers from any background to every step of the qualitative research process, from
developing research topics and questions, all the way through writing a final report. In addition to
covering the scope of theories and methods currently used in qualitative communication research,
this book also discusses important trends influencing the future of that research. Key features in this
new edition include: - A more clear and direct writing style, suitable for use in both undergraduate
and graduate courses. - Numerous practical examples and exercises designed to reinforce student
learning of concepts. - A critical guide to the contexts of qualitative research. More than ever,
qualitative researchers operate in institutional contexts that present new dilemmas. The book brings
readers up to date on related ethical, political, and practical issues, including: the influences of
globalization on the design and conduct of research; the appropriate use of recording technology in
conducting fieldwork; the unique challenges and opportunities related to studying multi-media,
on-line environments; and ongoing innovation and controversy surrounding genres and formats of
qualitative writing. - An integrated suite of chapters on data-producing methods. In addition to
updated discussions of participant-observation and qualitative interviewing, this edition includes a
new chapter on the study of material culture and documents. Together, these three chapters help
readers to learn how fieldwork methods can successfully combine in a flexible, integrated fashion. -
Cutting-edge technological developments. The book informs and advises readers about the latest
developments in technology for qualitative communication research. This discussion focuses on how
new media - such as e-mail, texting, cell phone video, and blogging - not only form topics of
research, but also the means of recording, analyzing, and textually representing data.
  why study communication studies: Introduction to Communication Studies ALAN.
SHULTZ GOODBOY (KARA.), Kara Shultz, 2023-08-15 New Second Edition Now Available! The field
of communication studies is one of the most exciting disciplines to study... With research topics
ranging from understanding relational maintenance and dating, to learning about nonverbal
deception and lying, communication research has produced findings that may profoundly enhance
our daily lives if we understand them. The authors of Introduction to Communication Studies:
Translating Scholarship into Meaningful Practice believe that students who are introduced to the
communication field for the first time should leave their introductory course with practical
knowledge they can actually use in their daily lives. Introduction to Communication Studies:
Translating Scholarship into Meaningful Practice goes beyond most introductory textbooks written
for the basic course that typically focus on public speaking, group communication, and interpersonal
communication. Introduction to Communication Studies: Translating Scholarship into Meaningful
Practice is an edited volume of articles that translates entire research programs of complicated
findings into simple real life practices across the major communication contexts. Thus, creating an
effective communicator in a variety of real life situations and contexts! Available in print and eBook
formats, Introduction to Communication Studies: Translating Scholarship into Meaningful Practice:
Helps the reader understand important communication research findings published in peer-reviewed



journals. Features 42 brief mini-chapters that highlight major programs of communication research
written by the most famous experts who are noteworthy scholars with impressive research agendas.
Provides the reader with better take-aways from an introductory course, shows him/her a good
cross-section of the state of the art research that is being conducted, and gives the reader practical
real life advice grounded in scholarship.
  why study communication studies: The Palgrave Handbook of Media and Communication
Research in Africa Bruce Mutsvairo, 2018-03-22 This handbook attempts to fill the gap in empirical
scholarship of media and communication research in Africa, from an Africanist perspective. The
collection draws on expert knowledge of key media and communication scholars in Africa and the
diaspora, offering a counter-narrative to existing Western and Eurocentric discourses of
knowledge-production. As the decolonial turn takes centre stage across Africa, this collection further
rethinks media and communication research in a post-colonial setting and provides empirical
evidence as to why some of the methods conceptualised in Europe will not work in Africa. The result
is a thorough appraisal of the current threats, challenges and opportunities facing the discipline on
the continent.
  why study communication studies: The International History of Communication Study Peter
Simonson, David W. Park, 2015-10-14 The International History of Communication Study maps the
growth of media and communication studies around the world. Drawing out transnational flows of
ideas, institutions, publications, and people, it offers the most comprehensive picture to date of the
global history of communication research and education. This volume reaches into national and
regional areas that have not received much attention in the scholarship until now, including Asia,
Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East alongside Europe and North America. It also covers
communication study outside of academic settings: in international organizations like UNESCO, and
among commercial and civic groups. It moves beyond the traditional canon to cover work by
forgotten figures, including women scholars in the field and those outside of the United States and
Europe, and it situates them all within the broader geopolitical, institutional, and intellectual
landscapes that have shaped communication study globally. Intended for scholars and graduate
students in communication, media studies, and journalism, this volume pushes the history of
communication study in new directions by taking an aggressively international and comparative
perspective on the historiography of the field. Methodologically and conceptually, the volume breaks
new ground in bringing comparative, transnational, and global frames to bear, and puts under the
spotlight what has heretofore only lingered in the penumbra of the history of communication study.
  why study communication studies: Introducing Communication Research Donald Treadwell,
2024-02-20 Introducing Communication Research teaches the basics of communication research in
an accessible manner by using student-focused real-world examples, engaging application exercises,
and up-to-date resources. The Fifth Edition adds coverage of social media and big data, artificial
intelligence (AI), and changes in communication brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.
  why study communication studies: Media and Communication Research Methods Anders
Hansen, David Machin, 2018-09-12 This essential textbook provides a clear and authoritative
introduction to qualitative and quantitative methods for studying media and communication. Written
by two highly experienced researchers, the book draws on a wide range of media and
communication research to introduce students to the relative strengths of the different research
approaches. Beginning with an overview of the changing contexts and trends in media and
communication research approaches, the book demystifies 'research' and the 'research process' by
offering practical and accessible guidance on how to design, plan and carry out successful research
projects in media and communication. This is an indispensable text for all students of media and
communication studies, particularly those undertaking their own research projects or taking
modules in research methods.
  why study communication studies: An Introduction to Communication Studies Sheila
Steinberg, 2007 In this introductory textbook, the author contextualises approaches and theories on
cornmunication studies by making use of local examples from the mass media, as well as relevant



political and social experiences. The book is divided into two parts. The first provides students with a
strong foundation in communication while the second focuses on the areas of specialisation within
communication studies. Each chapter starts with the learning Outcomes and a short overview of the
chapter. Students can monitor their learning by using the summaries and 'test yourself' questions at
the end of every chapter. Scenarios provide examples of how the theory can be applied in practice.
This makes for a learner-friendly and accessible book which will prove invaluable to Students and
professionals alike. Beginner students majoring in Communication Studies, as well as those studying
towards various degrees or qualifications where communication is a prerequisite will find this book
useful.
  why study communication studies: Communication Research into the Digital Society Theo
Araujo, Peter Neijens, 2025-10-01 Media and communication have become ubiquitous in today's
societies and affect all aspects of life. On an individual level, they impact how we learn about the
world, how we entertain ourselves, and how we interact with others. On an organisational level, the
interactions between media and organisations, such as political parties, NGOs, businesses and
brands, shape organisations' reputation, legitimacy, trust and (financial) performance, as well as
individuals' consumer, political, social and health behaviours. At the societal level, media and
communication are crucial for shaping public opinion on current issues such as climate change,
sustainability, diversity, and well-being. Media challenges are widespread and include mis- and
disinformation, the negative impact of algorithms on our information diets, challenges to our
privacy, cyberbullying, media addiction, and unwanted persuasion, among many others. All this
makes the study of media and communication crucial. This book provides a broad overview of the
ways in which people create, use, and experience their media environment, and the role of media
and communication for individuals, organisations, and society. The chapters in the book were
written by researchers from the Amsterdam School of Communication Research (ASCoR) on the
occasion of its 25th anniversary. ASCoR is today the largest research institute of its kind in Europe
and has developed over the past 25 years into one of the best communications research institutes in
the world.|Cutting edge research on the digital society, concise, broad and thorough at the same
time, internationally renowned authors.
  why study communication studies: Communication Research on Health Disparities and
Coping Strategies in COVID-19 Related Crises Rukhsana Ahmed, Yuping Mao, 2024-02-08 This book
presents health communication scholarship from Chile, China, Colombia, Ecuador, Japan, New
Zealand, Sweden, United States, and Venezuela, that recognizes the central role of communication
in addressing and coping with health disparities across diverse populations. It thus advances
understanding of the nuances of long standing, as well as emerging health disparities in our
ever-changing social environment. The volume features eleven original, interdisciplinary research
and evidence-based articles from scholars with distinct disciplinary backgrounds and unique
positionalities who offer new and meaningful perspectives for scholars and practitioners in their
diversity, equity, inclusion, and social justice efforts within domains such as health communication
and public health. Contributions to the book facilitate meaningful dialogue and knowledge
exchanges to address a wide range of key health disparities related to structural barriers and racial
inequities. Featuring highly interdisciplinary research spanning from the Global South to the Global
North, this book will be a key resource for researchers, scholars and practitioners in both
communication studies and health sciences, as well as their respective allied fields such as media
studies, telecommunications, journalism, sociology, anthropology, cultural studies, medical science,
nursing, public health, psychology/psychiatry, and medical informatics. It was originally published as
a special issue of Health Communication.
  why study communication studies: Introduction to Communication G. M. Du Plooy,
1995-11-30 This publication aims to introduce undergraduate students to the research practices of
communication science, with the emphasis on fundamental and basic research.
  why study communication studies: The History of Media and Communication Research David
W. Park, Jefferson Pooley, 2008 «Strictly speaking», James Carey wrote, «there is no history of mass



communication research.» This volume is a long-overdue response to Carey's comment about the
field's ignorance of its own past. The collection includes essays of historiographical self-scrutiny, as
well as new histories that trace the field's institutional evolution and cross-pollination with other
academic disciplines. The volume treats the remembered past of mass communication research as
crucial terrain where boundaries are marked off and futures plotted. The collection, intended for
scholars and advanced graduate students, is an essential compass for the field.
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