
why learn a foreign language

why learn a foreign language is a question that has intrigued educators, professionals, and
learners worldwide. Acquiring a second language offers numerous cognitive, social, and economic
advantages. In today’s globalized society, multilingualism enhances communication and cultural
understanding, opening doors to new opportunities in education, travel, and business. Moreover,
learning a foreign language improves mental agility and can delay cognitive decline in older adults.
This article explores the multifaceted reasons behind why learn a foreign language, emphasizing
cognitive benefits, career prospects, cultural enrichment, and social connectivity. The sections below
provide detailed insights into each aspect, illustrating the importance of language skills in modern
life.

Cognitive Benefits of Learning a Foreign Language

Career and Economic Advantages

Cultural Understanding and Global Awareness

Social Connectivity and Personal Growth

Practical Tips for Effective Language Learning

Cognitive Benefits of Learning a Foreign Language
One of the primary reasons to learn a foreign language is the significant cognitive enhancement it
provides. Studies have shown that bilingual individuals often outperform monolingual peers in
various mental tasks due to the brain’s increased flexibility and capacity for multitasking.

Improved Memory and Concentration
Learning and regularly using a foreign language strengthens memory by requiring the retention of
vocabulary, grammar rules, and usage contexts. This mental exercise boosts overall memory
function and concentration skills, enabling learners to focus better on complex tasks.

Enhanced Problem-Solving Skills
Foreign language acquisition involves decoding unfamiliar linguistic structures and navigating
nuanced meanings, which cultivates advanced problem-solving abilities. These skills translate into
improved analytical thinking applicable in academic and professional settings.



Delay in Cognitive Decline
Research indicates that bilingualism can delay the onset of age-related cognitive disorders such as
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. The continuous mental challenge associated with managing
multiple languages promotes brain health and longevity.

Career and Economic Advantages
Understanding why learn a foreign language is essential for career growth is supported by concrete
economic data. Multilingual employees are in high demand across various industries due to the
increasing interconnectedness of global markets.

Increased Job Opportunities
Proficiency in a foreign language opens doors to careers in international business, diplomacy,
tourism, translation, and technology. Employers value candidates who can communicate with
diverse clientele and partners, making language skills a competitive advantage.

Higher Salary Potential
Many organizations offer higher salaries or bonuses to employees proficient in additional languages.
This financial incentive reflects the added value of language skills in expanding market reach and
facilitating cross-border transactions.

Global Networking and Collaboration
Language skills enable professionals to build robust international networks, collaborate effectively
with global teams, and access a wider range of resources and knowledge, fostering innovation and
career advancement.

Cultural Understanding and Global Awareness
Learning a foreign language is a gateway to deeper cultural insight and global awareness. It allows
individuals to engage authentically with different traditions, values, and perspectives.

Appreciation of Diverse Cultures
Language is intrinsically linked to culture. Mastery of a foreign language facilitates understanding of
cultural nuances, idiomatic expressions, and social norms, fostering respect and empathy toward
other communities.



Enhanced Travel Experiences
Traveling with knowledge of the local language enriches experiences by enabling meaningful
interactions with residents, discovering hidden cultural gems, and navigating unfamiliar
environments with confidence.

Promotion of Global Citizenship
Acquiring foreign language skills encourages awareness of global issues and promotes a sense of
responsibility toward international cooperation and peace, contributing to a more connected and
harmonious world.

Social Connectivity and Personal Growth
Beyond cognitive and professional benefits, learning a foreign language profoundly impacts social
relationships and personal development.

Improved Communication Skills
Language learners develop heightened listening and speaking abilities, which enhance overall
communication skills. The process also increases cultural sensitivity and adaptability in social
situations.

Expanded Social Networks
Multilingual individuals can connect with a broader and more diverse group of people, forging
friendships and professional relationships across linguistic boundaries.

Boosted Confidence and Self-Esteem
Mastering a new language is a challenging accomplishment that builds confidence. Overcoming
language barriers fosters resilience and inspires a positive attitude toward learning and personal
growth.

Practical Tips for Effective Language Learning
Understanding why learn a foreign language is only the first step; implementing effective strategies
is crucial to achieving fluency and reaping the benefits.



Consistent Practice and Immersion
Regular practice through speaking, listening, reading, and writing is essential. Immersing oneself in
the language environment, such as through media consumption or travel, accelerates learning.

Utilizing Technology and Resources
Language learning apps, online courses, and language exchange platforms provide accessible and
interactive tools that support personalized learning paths.

Setting Realistic Goals and Staying Motivated
Clear, achievable objectives help maintain motivation. Tracking progress and celebrating milestones
encourages sustained commitment and gradual improvement.

Practice daily for at least 20 minutes

Engage with native speakers whenever possible

Incorporate language learning into hobbies and interests

Use flashcards and spaced repetition techniques

Participate in language learning communities and forums

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is learning a foreign language important in today's
globalized world?
Learning a foreign language is important because it enhances communication across cultures, opens
up international career opportunities, and helps individuals understand and appreciate different
perspectives.

How does learning a foreign language benefit cognitive
abilities?
Learning a foreign language improves cognitive abilities such as problem-solving, multitasking,
memory, and creativity, as it challenges the brain to recognize and process new linguistic patterns.



Can learning a foreign language improve career prospects?
Yes, knowing a foreign language can make job candidates more competitive, enable them to work in
multinational companies, and open doors to careers in translation, diplomacy, tourism, and
international business.

How does learning a foreign language enhance travel
experiences?
Learning a foreign language allows travelers to communicate more effectively with locals,
understand cultural nuances, navigate unfamiliar places with ease, and enjoy a more immersive and
authentic travel experience.

Does learning a foreign language help in building better
relationships?
Yes, learning a foreign language helps build better relationships by fostering empathy, improving
communication, and enabling deeper connections with people from different linguistic and cultural
backgrounds.

What role does learning a foreign language play in personal
growth?
Learning a foreign language encourages personal growth by boosting confidence, expanding
worldviews, developing patience and discipline, and increasing adaptability in diverse situations.

Additional Resources
1. The Benefits of Bilingualism: Why Learning a Foreign Language Matters
This book explores the cognitive, social, and professional advantages of becoming bilingual. It delves
into how learning a foreign language can improve memory, problem-solving skills, and cultural
awareness. Readers are encouraged to see language learning as a valuable tool for personal growth
and global connection.

2. Unlocking Minds: The Science Behind Learning a Second Language
Focusing on the neurological and psychological aspects, this book explains how acquiring a foreign
language enhances brain function and delays cognitive decline. It presents research studies that
demonstrate the mental benefits of language learning across different age groups. The author also
provides practical tips for effective language acquisition.

3. Bridging Cultures: The Power of Learning Foreign Languages
This title highlights the role of language learning in fostering cross-cultural understanding and
empathy. It discusses how knowing another language can open doors to new experiences,
friendships, and professional opportunities worldwide. The book is filled with inspiring stories from
polyglots who have transformed their lives through language.

4. Career Boost: How Foreign Language Skills Elevate Your Professional Life



Targeted at career-minded readers, this book details how foreign language proficiency can enhance
employability and open up international job markets. It offers insights into industries that highly
value multilingual employees and how language skills can lead to higher salaries and promotions.
The book also shares strategies for integrating language learning into busy work schedules.

5. Language Learning and Cognitive Development: A Lifelong Advantage
This book examines the long-term cognitive benefits of learning a foreign language, including
improved attention, multitasking, and creativity. It discusses how language learning can positively
affect children’s educational outcomes and adults’ mental agility. The author emphasizes that it’s
never too late to start acquiring a new language.

6. Global Citizens: Why Language Learning is Essential in a Connected World
In an increasingly globalized society, this book argues that knowing multiple languages is crucial for
effective communication and global citizenship. It covers the social and political implications of
language learning and how it promotes inclusivity and mutual respect. The book encourages readers
to embrace linguistic diversity as a pathway to peace.

7. The Joy of Language: Finding Passion and Purpose Through Foreign Languages
This book takes a more personal approach, exploring how language learning can enrich one’s life
beyond academics and career. It shares anecdotes about the joy, creativity, and confidence that
come from mastering a new language. The author encourages readers to pursue language learning
as a fulfilling and lifelong hobby.

8. Language as a Window to the World: Exploring Cultures Through Learning
Highlighting the cultural insights gained through language acquisition, this book shows how
knowing a foreign language deepens understanding of history, traditions, and perspectives. It
illustrates how language learners can experience the world more authentically and meaningfully.
The book also provides practical advice for immersive learning experiences.

9. Breaking Barriers: How Learning a Foreign Language Enhances Communication Skills
This book focuses on the communication improvements that come with learning another language,
such as better listening, empathy, and adaptability. It explains how multilingual individuals often
develop stronger interpersonal skills and cultural sensitivity. The author offers strategies for
overcoming common language learning challenges to become an effective communicator.
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this entertaining and groundbreaking book, Dr. Paul Pimsleur, creator of the renowned Pimsleur
Method, the world leader in audio-based language learning, shows how anyone can learn to speak a
foreign language. If learning a language in high school left you bruised, with a sense that there was
no way you can learn another language, How to Learn a Foreign Language will restore your sense of
hope. In simple, straightforward terms, Dr. Pimsleur will help you learn grammar (seamlessly),
vocabulary, and how to practice pronunciation (and come out sounding like a native). The key is the
simplicity and directness of Pimsleur’s approach to a daunting subject, breaking it down piece by
piece, demystifying the process along the way. Dr. Pimsleur draws on his own language learning
trials and tribulations offering practical advice for overcoming the obstacles so many of us face.
Originally published in 1980, How to Learn a Foreign Language is now available on the 50th
anniversary of Dr. Pimsleur’s publication of the first of his first audio courses that embodied the
concepts and methods found here. It's a fascinating glimpse into the inner workings of the mind of
this amazing pioneer of language learning.
  why learn a foreign language: How To Learn a Foreign Language HowExpert, 2011-01-20 If
you want to learn any foreign language quickly and easily, then check out this How To Learn a
Foreign Language step-by-step guide. In this step-by-step guide, you will discover secrets on how to
speak a foreign language very quickly and easily. - How to learn any foreign language much faster
than before. - Impress your friends with your newfound ability to speak multiple languages. - Speak
multiple languages. - Become the multi-cultural kind of person that you always wanted to be. -
Instantly fit in with people from different countries. - How to use the media to learn a foreign
language. - How to learn a foreign language at the comfort of your own home. - Flash card
techniques to improve your foreign language speaking skills. - Tips on how to have more fun
learning a new language. - And much more. HowExpert publishes quick 'how to' guides on all topics
from A to Z by everyday experts.
  why learn a foreign language: How to Learn a Foreign Language Howexpert Press,
2016-08-22 If you want to learn any foreign language quickly and easily, then check out this How To
Learn a Foreign Language step-by-step guide. In this step-by-step guide, you will discover secrets on
how to speak a foreign language very quickly and easily. - How to learn any foreign language much
faster than before. - Impress your friends with your newfound ability to speak multiple languages. -
Speak multiple languages. - Become the multi-cultural kind of person that you always wanted to be. -
Instantly fit in with people from different countries. - How to use the media to learn a foreign
language. - How to learn a foreign language at the comfort of your own home. - Flash card
techniques to improve your foreign language speaking skills. - Tips on how to have more fun
learning a new language. - And much more. Click Buy Now to get it now!
  why learn a foreign language: Language Is Music Susanna Zaraysky, 2009 Language is
Music focuses on making learning foreign languages fun, easy and affordable for anyone with a
desire to communicate effectively with people around the world. By applying over 100 simple tips to
things you already do, such as listening to music or surfing the Web, you can experience the joy of
fluency in any language without having to study abroad or spend money on private tutors. In
Language is Music, Susanna Zaraysky masterfully shares her listening methods so that anyone can
have fun learning any language. With over 100 tips and 100 free or low-cost Internet resources, you
will learn how to use daily activities, such as watching T.V. or listening to music; conversation
partners; and attendance at cultural events to become a masterful speaker of any tongue. Learning
foreign languages is like learning to sing a song or play music, says self-made linguist Susanna
Zaraysky and author of Language is Music. Zaraysky has what you might call an ear for languages,
having used music to successfully learn English, Russian, French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, and
Serbo-Croatian-all with excellent accents. Advance Praise for Language is Music I love it! I think it
will help people who want to learn, and those who are curious about additional language learning.
Many people want to learn a language but are frightened, or disappointed by the courses they have
taken. Reading Language is Music will encourage them to try again, on their own and with friendly
supporters. -Dr. Elba Maldonado-Colon, Professor Department of Elementary Education Bilingual



Program, San Jose State University LET IT JUST ROLL OFF YOUR TONGUE. With lyrical insight and
solid experience, Susanna Zaraysky, author of Language is Music, provides easy steps for learning a
language. Gone are the boring, disconnected strategies that most of us remember from school.
You've never learned a language this quickly and easily. Zaraysky's methods embody fun,
connection, rhythm, and above all...music. -Suzanne Lettrick, M.Ed Educator and Founder of The
Global Education and Action Network Forget dictionaries and phrase books . . . Susanna Zaraysky's
easy-to-use guide to language learning is indispensable for any serious language learner wanting to
become fluent--not just conversationally proficient--in another language. Language is Music will
teach you how to make language acquisition a part of your daily life, and to recreate the kind of
total-immersion environment necessary for fluency. Highly recommended reading for aspiring
polyglots. Pick up this book and you too will be all ears! -Justin Liang, Japanese, Mandarin,
Cantonese, Marshallese, intermediate Spanish Back in France, I spent many years learning
academic English in school. But I progressed much faster when I forced myself to listen to the BBC
or not look at the subtitles when watching an American movie. I wish I had Susanna's book with me
then. It's full of creative ideas and practical tips that are indispensable complements to the
traditional methods of learning foreign languages -- and it's coming from someone you can trust, she
speaks so many of them! -Philippe Levy, French native speaker This book is great. It showed me
another aspect and a new approach of learning a language. I will put the book to good use. As a
foreign English speaker, I spent many years at school learning English and did not make much
progress. A lot of the tips that I read in this book, I learned them with time. However if I had read
this book earlier, it would have made my life much easier and I would have saved so much time. I am
going to apply the tips in Language is Music into learning a third language: Spanish. This time, I am
sure I will make huge progress much faster. Not only is Language is Music useful in acquiring a
foreign language, but the resources and websites in the book are valuable for someone who wants to
travel abroad. -Fabien Hsu, French native speaker
  why learn a foreign language: How to Learn a Foreign Language Aurelia McNeil, 2004 This
guide will provide you with some direction and suggestions for your language learning adventure. It
discusses the origin of languages, and the importance of overcoming barriers such as negativity. It
takes a look at different learning styles and optimum learning periods. You'll learn the value of
defining the reasons for language learning, and evaluate your level of commitment and dedication.
Further, you'll be able to review techniques such as vocabulary building, being open-minded,
practicing regularly, and interacting with native speakers who provide models for us and an
opportunity for authentic communication. Moreover, you will see how essential it is to learn not only
the language but also the culture. Lastly, you will be able to examine the benefits of being humble,
persistent, and motivated. Here is the table of contents: So Many Languages, Overcoming Barriers,
Before You Begin, Selecting Learning Materials, Techniques for Success, Sticking It Out, Mastery
and Beyond, Interacting with the Native Speakers, Children and Foreign Languages, Finding a
Teacher, and Online Resource Guide. Be sure to order your copy today.
  why learn a foreign language: The Importance of Learning a Foreign Language in a
Changing Society Emanuel Alvarez-Sandoval, 2005-06 This study showed the attitudes of a
selected group of Hispanic-American and Caucasian-American high school students toward the
importance of learning a foreign language and toward high school exchange programs--Page 80.
  why learn a foreign language: How to Learn a Foreign Language Paul Pimsleur, 2013-10
In this entertaining and groundbreaking book, Dr. Paul Pimsleur, creator of the renowned Pimsleur
Method, the world leader in audio-based language learning, shows how anyone can learn to speak a
foreign language. If learning a language in high school left you bruised, with a sense that there was
no way you can learn another language, How to Learn a Foreign Language will restore your sense of
hope. In simple, straightforward terms, Dr. Pimsleur will help you learn grammar (seamlessly),
vocabulary, and how to practice pronunciation (and come out sounding like a native). The key is the
simplicity and directness of Pimsleur’s approach to a daunting subject, breaking it down piece by
piece, demystifying the process along the way. Dr. Pimsleur draws on his own language learning



trials and tribulations offering practical advice for overcoming the obstacles so many of us face.
Originally published in 1980, How to Learn a Foreign Language is now available on the 50th
anniversary of Dr. Pimsleur’s publication of the first of his first audio courses that embodied the
concepts and methods found here. It's a fascinating glimpse into the inner workings of the mind of
this amazing pioneer of language learning.
  why learn a foreign language: How to Learn Any Language in a Few Months While
Enjoying Yourself Nate Nicholson, 2015-05-01 How to Learn a New Language in as Little as a Few
Months – and Have a Boatload of Fun Doing It Let me make a prediction. I predict that many, many
hundreds of people who will read this description will close this page in a few seconds. “Learn a new
language in a few months? Are you out of your mind?” they’ll say. “It’s just too good to be true.” And
they will go back to their old language learning methods. You know which methods: toiling away at
mind-numbing grammar exercises, learning words nobody uses, and, most importantly, never
actually using your skills to communicate with another person. If you’re still with me, I expect you to
be different. You think there must be something better. After all, how could people master more than
one foreign language in their lives if it usually takes a regular person several years just to learn the
basics? The answer is simple – in one way or another, they follow the methods I share in How to
Learn Any Language in a Few Months While Enjoying Yourself. They not only learn up to ten times
faster than other people, they also have a lot of fun while doing it. How to Learn Any Language in a
Few Months While Enjoying Yourself is for you if you want to learn: - without this one thing, you’ll
never learn a new language in just a few months. Learn what it is and how to apply it to your
everyday life to practice your skills while doing your daily activities. - a completely free way to get
native speakers to proofread your writings (and even explain to you all of your mistakes). This one
site alone can dramatically improve your writing skills. - an extremely easy way to find a native
speaker willing to help you learn her mother language. It’s almost like having a private tutor. - the
proper way to improve your listening skills while watching movies. Most people learning a foreign
language do it the wrong way and it does nothing to improve their abilities. - how to achieve more
with less when learning languages. You don’t have to spend hours and hours cramming every single
word and grammar rule. In fact, it works to your detriment. Learn what to do instead. - 9 common
mistakes to avoid when learning languages. Reading this chapter alone can save you years of
ineffective studies – especially mistake #3, so common among language learners. - a 5-step process
to improve your reading skills. You can make your learning process much more enjoyable and
effective by choosing the right things to read. Learn what these things are. - a fun idea to learn how
to write the way native speakers do. You too can learn the slang and phrases only native speakers
use – and know the language better than many academic professors. - how to dramatically improve
your language skills when traveling. While it isn’t necessary to go abroad to learn a language, it’s a
powerful way to cram a lot of learning into just a few days. - 5 common challenges of language
learners and how to deal with them. Learn how to get over the fear of communicating with native
speakers. Discover how to find more time to learn and practice your skills. Read three tips on how to
deal with discouragement. If you’re ready to supercharge your progress and become fluent in a
foreign language in as little as a few months, click the buy button. Why kill yourself doing things the
old, non-effective way, if you could make the process much easier and enjoy it more, too? P.S. As a
gift for buying my book, you’ll get a resource list with my favorite language learning sites.
Keywords: learn a language in 3 months, learn a foreign language, learn another language, learn any
language, become fluent in any language, be fluent in 3 months, learning languages, learn
languages, learn languages fast, language learning methods, learning a new language, learning a
language, learning foreign languages, learning another language, how to learn a new language, how
to learn a foreign language
  why learn a foreign language: Why to learn foreign language? Kira Tigris, 2014-01-09
http://books.google.ru/books?id=4YqGAgAAQBAJ&printsec This odd story is based on the true
events and contains lots of grammatical and orthographic errors. For the second fact the author is
terribly sorry. This book is dedicated to the kind unknown German ticket-man, who had saved to me



and my friend 160 Euros and, most of all, my faith in people. Thank you very much! I hope one day
he will read this story, smile and remember me! :)
  why learn a foreign language: How to Learn a Foreign Language T. J. O' Flaherty,
2013-10-17 If you are; studying languages, going on holiday, planning to work abroad, intend to live
abroad or are getting married to a foreign language speaker then this book if for you. The book
covers and explains: 1 Why learn a foreign language? 2 How we learn language 3 How long it takes
to learn a language 4 Similarities in all languages 5 Popular language learning methods 6 The most
important 100 words 7 The most important 100 key phrases 8 How to learn 1000 words Becoming
fluent in a foreign language. Many people learn a foreign language for the following reasons will find
this book of use: The Pimsleur method and Michel Thomas techniques are compared, contrasted and
evaluated. The best of both techniques and special memory techniques are used to develop a new
language learning technique. Language learning programs online and many other resources are
used to bring this book on learning together. A unique memory technique is used to help language
students and teacher get the most out of learning and teaching languages. There are many tips and
techniques in this book such as how to master different language alphabets, finding how to
distinguish between different sounds, rhythms and syntax foreign languages. Audio books,
languages dictionaries, soap operas, the news and even children's cartoons can help you learn a
foreign language. Students often watch Spanish or South American soap operas. Language learners
can use learning resources such as cartoons, radio recordings and transcripts. Explanations on
similarities between Latin based languages such as French, Spanish, Italian and Portuguese are
given and tips are provided on accelerated learning. Many don't know where to buy good language
resources. They learn the old fashioned way by trying to remember lots of words but they totally
miss out the context of the language. This book covers what you need to focus on in order to be an
efficient foreign language learner. Whether you buy language books, language apps or the more
traditional language cds and videos or dvds, the most important factor in learning is to follow a
methodology and have a learning plan. This book provides you with all the tools needed to succeed
in learning a foreign language.
  why learn a foreign language: Reading to Learn in a Foreign Language Keiko Koda, Junko
Yamashita, 2018-09-03 This book describes a theory-guided approach to Foreign Language (FL)
course development, implementation, instruction and assessment. It documents the development
and implementation of a theory-guided approach designed to exploit cross-linguistically sharable
competencies as resources for promoting FL learning. The volume delineates the processes of (a)
identifying cross-linguistically sharable competencies, (b) exploring ways of exploiting sharable
competencies as resources in promoting language skills through their purposeful use for content
learning, (c) implementing the instructional approach in multiple EFL classrooms, and (d) evaluating
the approach by comparing learning outcomes across classrooms. It presents a solid conceptual
framework that integrates theories in multiple research domains, including second language
acquisition, knowledge acquisition, and language assessment. It also provides detailed descriptions
of framework construction and classroom implementation – the two processes that are integral to
course design and development.
  why learn a foreign language: Learn any foreign language in a month gaurav mehra,
2022-04-30 Scientific methods and techniques to learn any foreign language in less than a month.
  why learn a foreign language: Foreign Language Teaching in Romanian Higher
Education Lucia-Mihaela Grosu-Rădulescu, 2018-08-15 This volume gathers recent research
findings in the field of foreign language (FL) teaching in Romanian higher education dwelling on
both methodology and students’ learning outcomes. The book satisfies the need for an up-to-date
overview of FL teaching in Romanian universities in the European context as well as from a global
international perspective. This book confers visibility to Romanian foreign language scholars’
research and it opens new paths for debate and collaboration worldwide. The scholars included in
this volume have extensive expertise in the field of foreign language teaching and research in higher
education which is supported by their international recognition as specialists in their specific areas.



The contributing authors approach their respective chapters relying on both qualitative and
quantitative research. Their experience and conclusions will prove helpful for any foreign language
professional working in tertiary education.
  why learn a foreign language: How to Learn a Foreign Language: A Practical Guide with Tips
and Resources Jeff Blum, 2021-09-25 Learning a language can be a daunting process. Should you
self-study? Take a course? Buy a software program? Hire a private tutor? What kinds of learning
systems are available and which might be right for you? How about the myriad online resources
available? And, very importantly, where should you begin? Oh, by the way, how long will all this
effort take anyway? You will find the answers to these questions in this short but thorough guide to
learning a foreign language. Author Jeff Blum has taught English and studied four languages
(Japanese, Spanish, Portuguese and Thai), but he still struggles just as anyone must when learning a
language. Jeff did extensive research on all aspects of language learning in an effort to improve his
own efforts and he has carefully curated that research into this guide to help you with your efforts as
well. In the book you will find: 1. A look at the systems and techniques advocated by various
language learning experts and sites. 2. A consideration of personal factors in learning a language
(motivation, personality, goals, etc.). 3. A discussion of the 8 language learning blocks with
recommended resources for tackling each. 4. An overview of the most popular language learning
products on the market (Duolingo, Rosetta Stone, Pimsleur, etc.). 5. A comprehensive set of
resources to aid you with whatever approach to study you pursue. Whether you are young or old,
beginner or advanced, studying your first foreign language or your fifth, there is something for you
in this book. If you are a language teacher, this book might help you better understand what your
students are up against while giving you ideas and extra resources to aid your teaching efforts.
  why learn a foreign language: world wide carrier opportunities Satwinder Singh,
2019-07-24 every one is worried about his future carriers there are some of the carriers tips, which
you can opt and become successful in life and enjoy your life as you can.
  why learn a foreign language: Second Language Acquisition Susan M. Gass, Larry
Selinker, 2001 This book is a thorough revision of the highly successful text first published in 1994.
The authors retain the multidisciplinary approach that presents research from linguistics, sociology,
psychology, and education, in a format designed for use in an introductory course for undergraduate
or graduate students. The research is updated throughout and there are new sections and chapters
in this second edition as well. New chapters cover child language acquisition (first and second),
Universal Grammar, and instructed language learning; new sections address issues, such as what
data analysis doesn't show, replication of research findings, interlanguage transfer (multilingual
acquisition and transfer), the aspect hypothesis, general nativism, connectionist approaches, and
implicit/explicit knowledge. Major updates include nonlanguage influences and the lexicon. The
workbook, Second Language Learning Data Analysis, Second Edition, makes an ideal
accompaniment to the text.
  why learn a foreign language: Becoming Fluent Richard Roberts, Roger Kreuz, 2017-02-03
Forget everything you’ve heard about adult language learning—evidence from cognitive science and
psychology prove we can learn foreign languages just as easily as children! An eye-opening study on
how adult learners can master a foreign language by drawing on skills and knowledge honed over a
lifetime. Adults who want to learn a foreign language are often discouraged because they believe
they cannot acquire a language as easily as children. Once they begin to learn a language, adults
may be further discouraged when they find the methods used to teach children don't seem to work
for them. What is an adult language learner to do? In this book, Richard Roberts and Roger Kreuz
draw on insights from psychology and cognitive science to show that adults can master a foreign
language if they bring to bear the skills and knowledge they have honed over a lifetime. Adults
shouldn't try to learn as children do; they should learn like adults. Roberts and Kreuz report
evidence that adults can learn new languages even more easily than children. Children appear to
have only two advantages over adults in learning a language: they acquire a native accent more
easily, and they do not suffer from self-defeating anxiety about learning a language. Adults, on the



other hand, have the greater advantages—gained from experience—of an understanding of their own
mental processes and knowing how to use language to do things. Adults have an especially
advantageous grasp of pragmatics, the social use of language, and Roberts and Kreuz show how to
leverage this metalinguistic ability in learning a new language. Learning a language takes effort. But
if adult learners apply the tools acquired over a lifetime, it can be enjoyable and rewarding.
  why learn a foreign language: Education for Cultural Change Willard Walcott Beatty, 1953
  why learn a foreign language: Foreign Language and Mother Tongue Istvan Kecskes, T nde
Papp, 2000-06-01 This is the first book that discusses the effect of foreign language learning on first
language processing. The authors argue that multilingual development is a dynamic and cumulative
process characterized by transfer of different nature, and results in a common underlying
conceptual base with two or more language channels that constantly interact with each other.
Language representation and processing are discussed from a cognitive-pragmatic rather than a
lexical-syntactic perspective. This required the review of several crucial issues of L2 acquisition,
such as transfer, vocabulary development, conceptual fluency, and pragmatic skills. The authors also
reviewed a large body of literature touching on cognitive psychology, linguistics, psycholinguistics,
SLA, philosophy, and education in order to explain multilingual development and the positive effect
of foreign language learning on the first language. An important read for linguists and language
educators alike, this volume: * attempts to explain multilingual development from a
cognitive-pragmatic perspective, * argues that foreign language learning has a positive effect on the
development and use of mother tongue skills, * relies on research findings of several different
disciplines, * builds on the results of quantitative research conducted by the authors, and touches on
a wide range of literature.
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Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from?   "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something
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