
why is public speaking important for students

why is public speaking important for students is a question that highlights a critical skill essential for
academic success and personal development. Public speaking empowers students to communicate their
ideas clearly and confidently, fostering strong interpersonal skills and leadership qualities. Mastering this art
can improve academic performance, enhance career prospects, and build self-esteem. The ability to engage
an audience, present arguments persuasively, and handle questions effectively is valuable in various
settings, from classrooms to future workplaces. This article explores the multifaceted importance of public
speaking for students, detailing the benefits and practical applications. It also addresses how developing this
skill prepares students for real-world challenges and lifelong learning. Below is an outline of the key areas
that will be discussed.

Enhancement of Communication Skills

Boosting Confidence and Self-Esteem

Academic and Career Advancement

Development of Critical Thinking and Organization

Leadership and Social Skills Improvement

Enhancement of Communication Skills

Clarity and Articulation
Effective public speaking requires students to express their thoughts clearly and articulate their ideas in a
structured manner. This practice enhances verbal communication skills, enabling students to convey
messages without ambiguity. Clear communication is fundamental not only in academic presentations but
also in everyday interactions and professional environments.

Active Listening and Feedback
Public speaking also cultivates active listening skills, as speakers must be attentive to audience reactions and
feedback. This reciprocal communication process helps students adapt their message to the audience’s needs,
improving overall engagement and understanding.



Nonverbal Communication
In addition to spoken words, public speaking teaches students to use body language, eye contact, and facial
expressions effectively. These nonverbal cues complement verbal messages and contribute to a more
compelling presentation.

Boosting Confidence and Self-Esteem

Overcoming Fear of Speaking
Many students face anxiety when speaking in front of groups. Regular practice in public speaking helps
diminish this fear by familiarizing students with the experience and building coping mechanisms.
Increased exposure leads to reduced nervousness and improved composure.

Self-Confidence Development
Delivering speeches successfully reinforces students’ belief in their abilities. This boost in self-confidence
extends beyond public speaking, positively affecting academic performance and social interactions.

Empowerment Through Expression
Public speaking provides a platform for students to share their opinions and ideas openly. This
empowerment fosters a sense of individuality and encourages active participation in discussions, debates,
and collaborative projects.

Academic and Career Advancement

Improved Academic Performance
Students proficient in public speaking are often better prepared for class presentations, debates, and group
discussions. These skills contribute to higher grades and greater academic recognition. Being able to
communicate knowledge effectively is a key component of academic success.



Enhanced Resume and Job Prospects
Employers highly value communication skills, and the ability to speak confidently in public is a desirable
trait in many professions. Students who develop public speaking skills gain a competitive edge in job
interviews, networking events, and professional presentations.

Preparation for Leadership Roles
Many leadership positions require clear communication and the ability to inspire others. Public speaking
experience equips students with tools to take on leadership roles in academic clubs, community
organizations, and eventually in the workplace.

Development of Critical Thinking and Organization

Structuring Ideas Effectively
Preparing a speech involves organizing thoughts logically and selecting relevant information. This process
enhances critical thinking skills as students learn to create coherent arguments and present evidence
persuasively.

Problem-Solving and Adaptability
Public speaking often requires quick thinking and adaptability, especially when responding to audience
questions or unexpected challenges. These skills are transferable to academic problem-solving and real-life
situations.

Research and Content Mastery
Students develop research skills by gathering information to support their speeches. This deepens subject
knowledge and encourages thorough understanding, which benefits overall academic growth.

Leadership and Social Skills Improvement



Building Leadership Qualities
Public speaking fosters leadership by encouraging students to take initiative and guide discussions.
Confident communication helps in motivating peers and managing group dynamics effectively.

Enhancing Interpersonal Skills
Engaging with diverse audiences enhances social skills and cultural awareness. Students learn to tailor their
messages to different groups, promoting empathy and effective interaction.

Networking Opportunities
Participation in public speaking events, such as debates and conferences, provides opportunities to connect
with peers, mentors, and professionals. These networks can support academic and career development.

Key Benefits of Public Speaking for Students

Improves verbal and nonverbal communication

Builds confidence and reduces anxiety

Enhances academic and professional performance

Develops critical thinking and organizational skills

Strengthens leadership and social abilities

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is public speaking important for students' personal development?
Public speaking helps students build confidence, improve communication skills, and develop critical
thinking, all of which contribute to their overall personal growth.



How does public speaking benefit students academically?
Public speaking enhances students' ability to organize their thoughts, articulate ideas clearly, and engage
with their audience, which can improve their performance in presentations, debates, and class discussions.

In what ways does public speaking prepare students for future careers?
Public speaking equips students with essential skills such as effective communication, persuasion, and
leadership, which are valuable in virtually every profession and workplace environment.

How can public speaking improve students' social skills?
Engaging in public speaking encourages students to interact with diverse audiences, listen actively, and
express themselves clearly, thereby enhancing their interpersonal and social skills.

Why is public speaking a critical skill for students in the digital age?
In the digital age, public speaking helps students confidently present ideas both in-person and through
virtual platforms, enabling them to communicate effectively in a variety of modern contexts.

Additional Resources
1. Speak Up! The Power of Public Speaking for Students
This book explores the essential role public speaking plays in student development. It highlights how
effective communication skills can boost confidence and academic success. Readers will find practical tips to
overcome stage fright and engage audiences with clarity and poise.

2. Voices That Matter: Public Speaking and Student Empowerment
Focusing on empowerment, this book shows how public speaking enables students to express their ideas
and influence others. It discusses the impact of persuasive communication in both educational and social
settings. The book also offers exercises to build self-assurance and critical thinking.

3. The Student Speaker’s Guide: Why Public Speaking is a Game-Changer
Designed specifically for students, this guide emphasizes the transformative power of public speaking skills.
It explains how these abilities contribute to leadership, teamwork, and career readiness. The book includes
real-life examples and strategies for effective speech preparation.

4. From Classroom to Stage: The Importance of Public Speaking for Young Learners
This book addresses the journey students take from learning to speak publicly in classrooms to becoming
confident speakers on larger platforms. It underscores how early practice develops lifelong communication
skills. Readers learn methods to engage audiences and deliver impactful presentations.



5. Confident Voices: Building Public Speaking Skills in Students
This resource focuses on building confidence and overcoming anxiety related to public speaking. It covers
psychological aspects and practical techniques tailored for students. The book encourages a growth mindset
and provides tools to become compelling and articulate speakers.

6. Speak, Lead, Succeed: Public Speaking as a Student’s Secret Weapon
Highlighting leadership, this book links public speaking with personal and professional success. It explains
how students can use their speaking skills to lead projects, participate in debates, and influence peers. The
text includes tips on crafting persuasive messages and handling Q&A sessions.

7. The Art of Student Oratory: Why Speaking Well Matters
This book delves into the art and science of oratory for students. It discusses historical and contemporary
examples of great speeches and what students can learn from them. The book also provides guidance on
voice modulation, body language, and speech organization.

8. Unlocking Potential: The Role of Public Speaking in Student Growth
Focusing on personal growth, this book demonstrates how public speaking fosters critical thinking,
creativity, and emotional intelligence. It explores the connection between speaking skills and academic
achievement. The book offers activities that encourage students to find their unique voice.

9. Express Yourself: The Importance of Public Speaking for Student Success
This book emphasizes self-expression as a key benefit of public speaking. It discusses how articulating
thoughts clearly can improve relationships, academic performance, and future opportunities. The author
provides step-by-step advice for students to develop impactful communication habits.
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Schools teach students not to be competitive and never to fail. Yet in the real world, people compete
for jobs, and they often fail many times before reaching success. In this thought-provoking book,
authors Johnson and Sessions describe 20 skills that are overlooked in schools and in educational
standards but that are crucial to real-world success. They describe how you can develop these skills
in your students, no matter what subject area or grade level you teach. You’ll learn how to promote
leadership; allow competition; encourage meaningful engagement; help students find their voice;
incorporate edutainment and pop culture; motivate towards excellence hold students accountable
and responsible; foster perseverance and the ability to learn from failure; teach effective
communication; and much more! Each chapter includes insightful research, thought-provoking
stories, and practical strategies that you can take back to your own classroom.
  why is public speaking important for students: An Essential Guide to Public Speaking
Quentin J. Schultze, 2020-03-17 Communication expert and popular speaker Quentin Schultze offers
a practical, accessible, and inspiring guide to public speaking, showing readers how to serve their
audiences with faith, skill, and virtue. This thoroughly rewritten and expanded four-color edition has
been tested and revised with input from Christian undergraduates and contains new chapters on
timely topics, such as speaking for video, conducting group presentations, and engaging society
civilly. A complete public speaking textbook for Christian universities, it includes helpful sidebars,
tips, and appendixes. Additional resources for students and professors are available through
Textbook eSources.
  why is public speaking important for students: The Routledge Handbook of Public
Speaking Research and Theory Stevie M. Munz, Tim McKenna-Buchanan, Anna M. Wright,
2024-04-18 Providing a comprehensive survey of the empirical research, theory, and history of
public speaking, this handbook fills a crucial gap in public speaking pedagogy resources and
provides a foundation for future research and pedagogical development. Bringing together
contributions from both up-and-coming and senior scholars in the field, this book offers a thorough
examination of public speaking, guided by research across six key themes: the history of public
speaking; the foundations of public speaking; issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion;
considerations of public speaking across contexts; assessment of public speaking; and the future of
public speaking in the twenty-first century. The evidence-based chapters engage with a broad
discussion of public speaking through a variety of viewpoints to demonstrate how subtopics are
connected and fraught with complexity. Contributors explore public speaking in education, business
and professional settings, and political contexts, and outline how skills learned through public
speaking are applicable to interpersonal, small group, and business interactions. Reinforcing the
relevance, importance, and significance of public speaking in individual, interpersonal, social, and
cultural communication contexts, this accessibly written handbook will be an indispensable resource
for public speaking instructors and program administrators. It will also be valuable reading for
Communication Pedagogy and Introduction to Graduate Studies courses.
  why is public speaking important for students: Listen: How Child and Student Voice
Can Change the World Siobhán Keenan Fitzgerald, 2024-08-01 Article 12 of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 1989) articulates every child’s right to have their
voice heard in matters that affect them. Yet acceptance of this right is sometimes slow and there are
barriers to effective implementation. This vitally important book aims to accelerate acceptance of
this right by bridging the gap between theory and practice, empowering adults to act as advocates
and facilitators of children using their voices within our homes, schools, and wider communities.
Divided into thirteen chapters, Listen invites readers to connect the concept of ‘child and student
voice’ meaningfully with the development of all children’s physical voices and modes of
communication. Topics explored include, but are not limited to: Current research on student voice,
including an examination of public speaking within primary schools Advocating for a school-wide
focus on supporting student voice Best practice and pedagogical approaches to facilitating public
speaking in the classroom The benefits and drawbacks of debate, including how to use it
appropriately and assessing when to employ other techniques Creating a supportive learning



environment where students may overcome their anxieties about public speaking. An essential read
for parents, teachers, teaching assistants and senior leaders, Listen proposes a pedagogical
approach to supporting student voice that is backed by current research yet firmly rooted in
practical application.
  why is public speaking important for students: Letting Student Voices Shine Todd Stanley,
2025-04-09 This book provides clear, accessible strategies for developing your students public
speaking abilities – a valuable skill to help your students shine. Letting Student Voices Shine
provides a clear curriculum for improving public speaking competencies, including a progression of
mastery, implementable classroom activities, video demonstrations, and rubrics for helping teachers
to evaluate and students to improve. In addition to instructional and example videos created
specifically for this book, chapters also feature TED Talk examples – the gold standard for effectively
conveying accurate, easy-to-understand information to a target audience – to illustrate key points on
what does or doesn’t work, and why. Whether used as is, or broken up to focus on specific public
speaking skills, teachers in any subject area will find this book an invaluable tool to ease students
into public speaking until they are expert orators.
  why is public speaking important for students: The Speech I Teach Michelle Deselle,
2021-07-13
  why is public speaking important for students: Empowering Young Leaders: How your
Culture and Ethos can Enhance Student Leadership within your School Gohar Khan, 2024-04-22 The
ethos, culture, and climate of a school lie at the very heart of its success and have a dramatic impact
on the future of its students. This exciting new book shows how through values-based, inclusive, and
aspirational leadership, teachers and school leaders can support students in becoming well rounded,
globally minded change-makers of the future. Based on the principle that every young person can be
a leader, it offers step-by step guidance to support the development of leadership skills and shows
how leadership opportunities can be made accessible to all learners. Arguing that leadership needs
to be actively and inclusively taught, the book explores how young leadership models, reward
systems, risk-taking, well-being strategies, and growth-mindset implementation can transform
student motivation levels by creating aspiration, fulfilling dreams, and building character. Packed
with practical suggestions and resources, the chapters cover: diversity and leadership establishing a
strong student leadership team how to meaningfully mark significant global days making the most of
tutor time student well-being fear of failure and how to overcome this building links with the local
and wider community. Written by a Director of Ethos at an outstanding Trust, this is essential
reading for all teachers and school leaders wanting their students to become empathetic, ambitious,
values-driven, and happy young people.
  why is public speaking important for students: The Ultimate Guide to College Ready
Pasquale De Marco, College is a time of great excitement and opportunity. It's a time to learn new
things, meet new people, and explore new interests. But it's also a time of challenge and change.
You'll need to adapt to a new learning environment, manage your time wisely, and balance your
academic, personal, and social life. The Ultimate Guide to College Ready is the essential companion
for any student preparing for college. This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know
about the college experience, from choosing the right school to writing your first research paper. It
also provides tips on how to stay organized, manage your time, and overcome challenges. Written by
a team of experienced educators, The Ultimate Guide to College Ready is packed with practical
advice and helpful tips. It's the perfect resource for students who want to make the most of their
college experience. In this book, you'll learn about: * The different types of colleges and universities
* The application process * Financial aid and scholarships * The academic rigors of college * Time
management and study skills * Writing and research skills * Critical thinking and problem-solving
skills * The importance of extracurricular activities * Building a strong support network * Preparing
for a career or graduate school With The Ultimate Guide to College Ready, you'll have the tools and
strategies you need to succeed in college and beyond. Don't start your college journey without it! If
you like this book, write a review!



  why is public speaking important for students: Empowering Learners Anna J. Small
Roseboro, Susan B. Steffel, 2023-11-13 Teaching is an ongoing learning process. Readers committed
to improving their effectiveness in the use of class time will find ways to improve their practice.
Co-authors Anna J. Small Roseboro and Susan B. Steffel share successful strategies based on their
decades of experience in diverse settings. Woven into the methods, materials, and management
strategies for teaching reading are the contributions of eighteen others from across the nation with
experience teaching adult students in a range of courses, settings, cities, and states. Readers will
gain insight to engage, empower, and elevate themselves as educators as they meet the varied needs
of their students.
  why is public speaking important for students: Advanced Public Speaking Dr. Ruth
Livingston, 2015-01-23 The text provides instruction on how to give different types of presentations
and how to improve upon other communication skills including listening. Topics include harnessing
the fear of public speaking, applying immediacy, storytelling, motivating others, listening actively,
interviewing successfully, lecturing and conducting workshops effectively, speaking off the cuff,
selling yourself and your business, and presenting for special occasions. Aristotles Canons of
Rhetoric are also discussed as a foundation to organizing and delivering dynamic presentations. The
book is ideal as a text for an Advanced Public Speaking course.
  why is public speaking important for students: Student Engagement Techniques
Elizabeth F. Barkley, 2009-11-02 Keeping students involved, motivated, and actively learning is
challenging educators across the country,yet good advice on how to accomplish this has not been
readily available. Student Engagement Techniques is a comprehensive resource that offers college
teachers a dynamic model for engaging students and includes over one hundred tips, strategies, and
techniques that have been proven to help teachers from a wide variety of disciplines and institutions
motivate and connect with their students. The ready-to-use format shows how to apply each of the
book's techniques in the classroom and includes purpose, preparation, procedures, examples, online
implementation, variations and extensions, observations and advice, and key resources. Given the
current and welcome surge of interest in improving student learning and success, this guide is a
timely and important tool, sharply focused on practical strategies that can really matter. ?Kay
McClenney, director, Center for Community College Student Engagement, Community College
Leadership Program, the University of Texas at Austin This book is a 'must' for every new faculty
orientation program; it not only emphasizes the importance of concentrating on what students learn
but provides clear steps to prepare and execute an engagement technique. Faculty looking for ideas
to heighten student engagement in their courses will find usefultechniques that can be adopted,
adapted, extended, or modified. ?Bob Smallwood, cocreator of CLASSE (Classroom Survey of
Student Engagement) and assistant to the provost for assessment, Office of Institutional
Effectiveness, University of Alabama Elizabeth Barkley's encyclopedia of active learning techniques
(here called SETs) combines both a solid discussion of the research on learning that supports the
concept of engagement and real-life examples of these approaches to teaching in action. ?James
Rhem, executive editor, The National Teaching & Learning Forum
  why is public speaking important for students: Principles of Public Speaking Kathleen
German, 2017-06-26 Balancing skills and theory, Principles of Public Speaking, 19th Edition,
emphasizes orality, internet technology, and critical thinking as it encourages the reader to see
public speaking as a way to build community in today’s diverse world. Within a framework that
emphasizes speaker responsibility, listening, and cultural awareness, this classic book uses
examples from college, workplace, political, and social communication to make the study of public
speaking relevant, contemporary, and exciting. This edition opens with a new chapter on speaking
apprehension, and offers enhanced online resources for instructors and students.
  why is public speaking important for students: Why the First-Year Seminar Matters
Christine Harrington, Theresa Orosz, 2018-08-10 Why the First-Year Seminar Matters: Helping
Students Choose and Stay on a Career Path provides an overview of the Guided Pathways movement
and the critical role that the first-year seminar can play in setting the stage for student success.



After reviewing the extensive history and research on first-year seminars, Harrington and Orosz
suggest that the time is right for colleges and universities to re-imagine the first-year seminar
course within the Guided Pathways framework. More specifically, by increasing the focus on career
exploration and decision-making and addressing key success skills students need, the first-year
seminar can serve as an essential foundational element of Guided Pathways. Readers will find the
practical suggestions on how to engage in backward course redesign and the making the case data
helpful as they aim to address equity gaps and require this course of all incoming first-year students.
  why is public speaking important for students: Public Speaking for Kids Charlotte Jaffe,
Barbara Doherty, 2010-11-18 Public Speaking for Kids was designed to help teachers teach
youngsters the basic elements of good speaking and to instill in them a sense of confidence as they
communicate orally with others. The book is divided into three sections: The First Steps, Putting It
into Practice, and All Around Town.In Section I students are presented with the basic elements of
good speaking. They learn to use their voices correctly and to apply eye contact, body language, and
facial expressions in the proper manner. Tips on varied ways to prepare for oral presentations are
given. Section II offers a variety of speaking experiences, both formal and informal, for solo or group
presentations. Students learn to use oral language for various purposes and for various audiences
and gain poise and become more confident about speaking in front of a group. They will also learn to
write speeches and to prepare for oral assignments. Section III provides a unique culminating
activity that focuses on the students' own community. Parents, teachers, other classes, and
administrators will be invited to attend the event. After researching important sites within their
community, students will develop talks about these interesting places. Using well-prepared
speeches, students will act as tour guides and take the audience on a journey all around the town.
Grades 4-8
  why is public speaking important for students: The Quarterly Journal of Public
Speaking , 1915
  why is public speaking important for students: English for Successful International
Communication Matthew J. Schlosser, 2018-09-07 English for Successful International
Communication (B2), specially designed for young adults studying Business English at B2 level in
Spain, is divided into fifteen 10-page units. Each main unit is divided into three sections: Reading,
Listening and Looking at Language, while Put it into Practice tasks, involving students in research
and presentation projects, are intended to conclude each unit in a meaningful way. In addition to the
main units, after every three units there is a Revision & Extension section, where students revise
and further develop their understanding of important vocabulary and language items previously
dealt with. Interspersed throughout the book are five Business Skills mini-units and five Work on
Writing mini-units. In the former, students are introduced to a topic, given advice from experts in
the field and then asked to practice each skill through role plays and informal presentations; in the
latter, students are provided with writing tips and asked to analyze a work‑related text type before
being given the chance to write a similar text of their own. English for Successful International
Communication (B2) was born out of ESIC’s 5 Cultures Program, which incorporates the areas of
Service to Stakeholders, Excellence, Responsibility, Diversity and Innovation. The innovative content
and subject matter of each unit was selected with Business students —specifically, ESIC
stakeholders— in mind, and is intended to reflect material they deal with in their degree program
coursework. The diverse range of topics is designed to help students not only to further develop
their linguistic skills, but also to think more critically about the world around them. In an effort to
promote increased excellence, E.S.I.C. (B2) includes professional guidance and practical insights
into emerging topics in the world of Business, Marketing and Advertising (e.g. Corporate Social
Responsibility, Big Data and Influencers).
  why is public speaking important for students: Brick by Brick Kjell Fenn, 2024-09-10 New
or inexperienced teachers enter classrooms brimming with passion but often face challenges in
engaging students, managing behavior, and developing effective lessons. Using research-supported
strategies, author Kjell Fenn guides new teachers through four pillars of successful teaching:



planning, structure, engagement, and confidence. Learn how to design assessments, craft lesson
plans, and find the structure for students and teachers to experience joy in the classroom. K–12 new
and beginning teachers will: Explore the dynamics of student engagement with sixteen strategies to
promote interest Bolster confidence through structured classroom routines Create lessons that
engage students while satisfying standards and objectives Design quality assessments and plan units
with confidence Collect data on their classroom management and continuously refine their teaching
methods Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: Behavior and Motivation Chapter 2: Planning Chapter 3:
Structure Chapter 4: Engagement Chapter 5: Confidence Chapter 6: Grow and Share Epilogue
References and Resources Index
  why is public speaking important for students: Oral Communication in the Disciplines
Deanna P. Dannells, Patricia R. Palmerton, 2016-10-01 Oral Communication in the Disciplines: A
Resource for Teacher Development and Training is the first of its kind to provide a clear and
straightforward strategic framework to guide teachers as they incorporate oral communication
activities into their courses. This all-encompassing empirically and theoretically grounded book
helps to ensure that communication is not just added, but thoughtfully incorporated in meaningful,
context-specific ways.
  why is public speaking important for students: The Speaker Paul Martin Pearson, 1911
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doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say
Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from?   "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the



reason or purpose of something
Contextual difference between "That is why" vs "Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a
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need someone's help? Can you please explain to me
pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon   The reason why is an
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american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English   Why to choose or Why choose?
[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago
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useful. What's reputation and how do I get
Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack   For why' can be idiomatic
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Beatrice purred, patting the loveseat beside her. "Why do you not come here?" is a question seeking
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indefinite articles - Is it 'a usual' or 'an usual'? Why? - English As Jimi Oke points out, it
doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say
Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from?   "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something
Contextual difference between "That is why" vs "Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a
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