
why is it called podium training

why is it called podium training is a question that arises frequently among
professionals and athletes alike who engage in this specialized form of
preparation. Podium training refers to the practice and techniques designed
to help individuals perform at their best during highly visible, competitive,
or public moments, often associated with standing on a podium after achieving
success. This article explores the origins and significance of the term
"podium training," its applications across various fields, and why it has
become an essential component of performance enhancement. By understanding
the historical context and the practical aspects of podium training, readers
will gain insight into how this training boosts confidence, presentation
skills, and competitive readiness. The article also examines the benefits and
methodologies involved, offering a comprehensive view of why podium training
is valued in sports, business, and public speaking. Finally, the discussion
covers the evolving nature of podium training in modern professional
development.
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The Origin and Meaning of Podium Training
The phrase "podium training" derives from the word "podium," which
traditionally refers to a raised platform on which winners stand to receive
awards, typically in sporting events. The podium symbolizes achievement,
recognition, and public acknowledgment of success. Podium training,
therefore, is the preparation for moments when individuals or teams are
expected to perform under public scrutiny, often culminating in standing on a
podium as a mark of victory or accomplishment.

Historical Context of the Podium
The podium has its roots in ancient times, where elevated platforms were used
to distinguish speakers, leaders, or champions from the audience. Over time,



the concept evolved, becoming a standard feature in sports competitions,
award ceremonies, and public events. Podium training emerged as a formal
practice to help individuals master the psychological and physical demands
associated with these high-pressure moments.

Definition and Scope of Podium Training
Podium training encompasses a broad range of activities designed to enhance
an individual’s ability to perform confidently and effectively during
critical moments. This includes mental conditioning, physical preparation,
communication skills, and stage presence. The scope extends beyond sports to
include public speaking, corporate presentations, and any scenario involving
visibility and audience interaction.

The Role of Podium Training in Sports
In sports, podium training is integral to an athlete’s overall preparation.
Athletes not only need to excel in their physical performance but also in
handling the emotional and psychological pressures of winning and receiving
awards publicly. This training ensures that athletes present themselves with
poise, professionalism, and confidence during medal ceremonies and
interviews.

Psychological Preparation for Athletes
Podium training helps athletes manage stress, anxiety, and expectations
associated with competitive success. Techniques such as visualization,
mindfulness, and controlled breathing are commonly employed to maintain focus
and composure when standing on the podium.

Physical Presentation and Etiquette
Beyond mental readiness, athletes receive guidance on body language, posture,
and attire suitable for podium appearances. Correct etiquette during award
ceremonies reflects positively on the individual and their team or country,
enhancing their public image.

Podium Training in Public Speaking and
Corporate Settings
Podium training is not limited to sports; it is equally critical in business
and public speaking arenas. Professionals frequently face situations where
they must present ideas, lead discussions, or accept accolades in front of



audiences. Training prepares them to communicate clearly, engage listeners,
and project authority.

Enhancing Communication Skills
Effective podium training incorporates techniques to improve verbal clarity,
tone modulation, and pacing. These skills help speakers maintain audience
interest and deliver messages persuasively, which is vital for leadership and
sales roles.

Building Confidence and Stage Presence
Confidence is a key outcome of podium training. Through practice and
feedback, individuals learn to overcome stage fright, use gestures
appropriately, and occupy space confidently. This presence significantly
impacts how messages are received and how leaders are perceived.

Key Components and Techniques of Podium
Training
Podium training involves several essential components that collectively
enhance performance. These elements are tailored to suit the specific needs
of athletes, speakers, or professionals, but share common foundational
techniques.

Mental Conditioning
Techniques such as goal setting, positive self-talk, and visualization are
used to prepare the mind for success. Mental conditioning helps individuals
stay focused, manage pressure, and recover from setbacks quickly.

Physical Readiness
Physical aspects include proper posture, breathing exercises, and movement
control to ensure a commanding presence. Training often involves rehearsals
that simulate real podium scenarios to build muscle memory and reduce
nervousness.

Communication and Presentation Skills
Training covers the effective use of voice, eye contact, and body language.
These skills are critical for engaging audiences and conveying confidence



during public appearances.

Etiquette and Protocol
Understanding the appropriate behavior, dress code, and cultural
sensitivities related to podium appearances is also a crucial part of the
training. This ensures professionalism and respect during public events.

Benefits of Podium Training for Performance
Enhancement
Engaging in podium training offers numerous benefits that extend beyond the
immediate moment of public recognition. It fosters a comprehensive set of
skills that contribute to long-term success and personal development.

Improved Confidence and Self-Esteem
Individuals who undergo podium training often report higher confidence levels
in public settings. This boost in self-esteem positively influences other
aspects of their careers and personal lives.

Enhanced Public Image
Effective podium presence can elevate an individual’s reputation, making them
appear more credible and authoritative. This can lead to greater
opportunities in professional and social contexts.

Better Stress Management
The psychological tools developed through podium training help individuals
handle high-pressure situations calmly and effectively, reducing the risk of
performance anxiety.

Stronger Communication Skills
Podium training sharpens the ability to articulate thoughts clearly and
persuasively, a vital skill in leadership, negotiation, and teamwork.

Competitive Advantage
In competitive fields, the ability to perform well on the podium can



distinguish an individual from peers, attracting sponsorships, promotions,
and broader recognition.

Future Trends in Podium Training
The field of podium training continues to evolve with advances in technology
and changing professional demands. Emerging trends suggest a more
personalized and holistic approach to training that integrates new tools and
methodologies.

Use of Virtual Reality and Simulation
Virtual reality (VR) technology is increasingly being used to simulate podium
scenarios, allowing trainees to practice in realistic environments without
real-world pressure. This innovation enhances preparation by providing
immersive experiences.

Integration of Neuroscience and Biofeedback
Neuroscientific research and biofeedback devices are being incorporated to
monitor physiological responses during training. This data helps tailor
techniques to individual needs, improving effectiveness.

Focus on Emotional Intelligence
Future podium training programs emphasize emotional intelligence, teaching
individuals to better understand and manage their emotions as well as those
of their audience, leading to more impactful interactions.

Cross-Disciplinary Applications
Podium training is expanding beyond traditional fields to include areas like
education, healthcare, and politics, reflecting its growing recognition as a
critical skill set for public engagement and leadership.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Why is it called podium training?
It is called podium training because the term 'podium' refers to a platform
where speakers or performers stand to address an audience, and the training
focuses on enhancing presentation and public speaking skills for such
scenarios.

What is the origin of the term 'podium' in podium
training?
The word 'podium' comes from Latin, meaning 'a little foot' or 'elevated
platform,' and in training contexts, it symbolizes standing confidently on an
elevated platform to deliver speeches or presentations.

Does podium training only apply to public speaking?
While podium training primarily focuses on public speaking and presentation
skills, it can also include training for leadership presence, body language,
and effective communication in various professional settings.

How does podium training benefit professionals?
Podium training benefits professionals by improving their confidence,
clarity, and engagement when speaking in front of audiences, which can
enhance career opportunities and leadership effectiveness.

Is the term 'podium training' used globally or
regionally?
The term 'podium training' is widely used in many English-speaking countries
to describe public speaking and presentation skill development, though some
regions may use different terms like 'presentation skills training.'

What skills are typically taught in podium training?
Podium training typically covers skills such as voice modulation, body
language, audience engagement, speech structuring, handling nervousness, and
using visual aids effectively.



Can podium training help with virtual presentations?
Yes, podium training can be adapted for virtual presentations, teaching
skills like camera presence, clear articulation, and engaging an online
audience effectively, even without a physical podium.

Additional Resources
1. Podium Training: The Origin and Evolution of Public Speaking Platforms
This book explores the historical roots of the term "podium" and its
connection to public speaking and presentation training. It delves into how
podiums have been used throughout history to elevate speakers, both literally
and figuratively. Readers will gain insight into why training on and around
the podium became essential for effective communication.

2. The Podium Effect: Mastering Public Speaking and Presentation Skills
Focusing on the practical aspects, this book explains how podium training
helps speakers command attention and convey confidence. It covers techniques
for posture, voice control, and audience engagement while standing at a
podium. The book also discusses the symbolic significance of the podium in
professional and academic settings.

3. From Stage to Podium: The Art of Confident Public Speaking
This guide traces the transition from open-stage performances to the more
formal podium setup in public speaking. It highlights why podium training is
important for maintaining composure and delivering clear messages. The author
shares tips for overcoming nervousness and using the podium as a tool for
effective communication.

4. Why It’s Called Podium Training: A Comprehensive Guide
This comprehensive book breaks down the terminology and history behind
"podium training." It explains how the word "podium" came to signify a
speaker’s platform and why training specifically around this concept is
crucial. The book also includes anecdotes from famous speakers and their
podium experiences.

5. Standing Tall: The Significance of the Podium in Communication Training
Examining the physical and psychological impact of the podium, this book
discusses how training on the podium enhances a speaker’s presence. It covers
body language, eye contact, and movement techniques that are unique to podium
presentations. Readers will understand why the podium remains a central
element in communication training.

6. Elevate Your Voice: Understanding Podium Training and Its Benefits
This book focuses on the benefits of podium training for professionals,
educators, and leaders. It explains why the podium is more than just a
physical platform—it’s a symbol of authority and credibility. The author
offers exercises and practices designed to build confidence and clarity in
podium speaking.



7. Podium Training Unveiled: The Science Behind Effective Speaking
Exploring the psychological and social science behind podium training, this
book reveals why standing behind a podium affects both speaker and audience
dynamics. It discusses cognitive load, audience perception, and speaker
confidence in the context of podium use. The book is ideal for those
interested in the research supporting podium training techniques.

8. The Speaker’s Podium: History, Function, and Training Techniques
This title provides a historical overview of podiums in various cultures and
their functions in public discourse. It explains how training methods have
evolved alongside changes in podium design and use. The book also offers
practical advice for modern speakers preparing for podium presentations.

9. Podium Presence: Building Confidence Through Structured Training
Focusing on the development of presence and authority, this book teaches
readers how podium training can transform nervous speakers into compelling
orators. It outlines structured training programs that emphasize voice
modulation, gestures, and audience interaction. The book highlights why the
podium remains a vital element in public speaking mastery.
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  why is it called podium training: The Training Of Cancer Researchers Jose Russo,
2017-04-12 Advances in cancer research have grown exponentially in recent decades. What we now
know about the disease owes a lot to breakthroughs in science and technology. Cancer researchers
have had to solve increasingly difficult problems with methods that were unimaginable just a few
years ago, and new generations of researchers have to be trained to face these challenges.One
important aspect of their training is the framing of social, economic and cultural changes of the
human population. Despite having state-of-the-art technology and specializations, researchers are
still required to think faster than ever before, making new discoveries fit the practical situation of
each type of cancer. This book discusses a number of topics that address these challenges and the
origins of cancer research from a cultural and historical perspective.
  why is it called podium training: The Jesus Training Manual Richard Mull, 2011-04-19
What happens when you look into the box where you think God is contained and you find He isn’t
there? What happens next may surprise you! You will learn how to hear God’s voice, that God still
does miracles, that demons are real and how to deal with them, and truths about the Kingdom of
God, healing, your spiritual authority, spiritual battles, and your armor. Written by a former
traditional Baptist pastor, Mull’s unique story is one of God destroying religious constraints,
allowing His people to reel in miracles of healing, salvations, and supernatural experiences in the
presence of God. His journey will help you overcome skepticism, toss away theological hang-ups you
once thought were from God, and stand solidly on biblical principles. This book is filled with amazing
real-life stories and practical applications of the same things Jesus taught His 12 disciples. You will
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be challenged to believe God is able to do more than you have ever imagined!
  why is it called podium training: Training Officer's Handbook W. Edward Buchanan Jr.,
Bobby Drake, John M. Buckman III, 2023-09-13 The Training Officer’s Handbook by W. Edward
Buchanan Jr., Bobby Drake, and John M. Buckman III is the definitive guide for training operations
in the modern fire service. All firefighters, whether volunteer, combination, or career, need in-depth,
realistic training. This book replaces the trial-and-error and “school of hard knocks” approach for
training officers, deploying the authors’ many decades of combined experience to fill the gaps
between instructor credentialing and managing a training system. As a training officer, you’re
tasked with leading and managing a training system that includes curriculum design, program
scheduling, leading an instructor cadre, and mastering the technology required to meet your
students where they are: in the classroom, on the drill ground, or remotely. This book helps you
connect all the critical components of a highly efficient Fire & EMS training system in one place. It’s
a book you will keep on your desk at the training academy, fire station, or even at home.
  why is it called podium training: Globalizing Sport George H. Sage, 2015-11-17 Sport is
enjoyed by millions of people across the world, and both watching and playing sport constitutes a
major part of modern leisure time. But sport is also a huge worldwide industry. In Globalizing Sport,
George Sage invites readers to explore a deeper understanding of the global dynamics of sport - not
only competitions but of the big businesses of money, media coverage, athletic apparel and more. He
shows how phenomena such as migration, labour, commerce and politics affect the athletes and the
fans, continually reshaping the business and experience of sport. Globalizing Sport puts sport in its
political, economic and social context, revealing its connections with businesses, countries, media
outlets and education systems.
  why is it called podium training: Collect Back Rent Training Course for Landlords Overview
Manual (1) Cynthia Schmidt, Collect Back Rent Overview Manual 1 (150 pages) Testimonials
Disclaimer Investing Experience Introduction Reasons for the Course The 3 Myths that Plague the
Landlord Business Inside Look at the Landlord Inside Look at the Tenant Mistakes Made in the
Forcible Detainer (Eviction) Courtroom Players Terms Tips for Finding Former Tenants 50 State
Overview (Eviction Procedures) Power of Serving the Notices Notices - Non-Payment of Rent Notices
- Breaking of Lease Notices - End of Tenancy Affidavit of Military Service Evictions Forcible Detainer
Filling Small Claims Forms, procedures and courtroom scenarios. Must for the serious landlord that
wants to make money
  why is it called podium training: The Medal Jack Miller, 2012-02-28 A young man finds that
he must choose jail or the military and opts for the latter. He finds that he might have made a
mistake. Then he has an awakening in which he realizes he is responsible for his own foolishness
and becomes a model soldier. He only wants one medal, the good conduct medal because it was the
medal his favorite uncle showed him the night before he was killed. Now in pursuit of the Good
Conduct Medal he finds that often in pursuit of something it often becomes elusive.
  why is it called podium training: Ground Training Bonnie Bryant, 2014-09-30 Every action
has its consequences—and it’s time for Carole to face hers Carole Hanson knew cheating on that test
was wrong, but she didn’t predict how extreme her punishment would be. Being grounded has been
harsh—no phone, no TV, no hanging out with friends, no job, and absolutely no Pine Hollow. It’s a
huge price for one stupid, thoughtless act that she wishes she could take back. On the other hand,
Stevie Lake is an expert at being grounded—freedom seems like a distant memory. Then something
wonderful happens—her parents give her a day off. Nothing could be better than spending it with
her boyfriend, Phil, and their buddy A.J.—until A.J.’s reckless behavior puts them all at risk. Being
grounded might soon be the least of their problems.
  why is it called podium training: Stick the Landing Kate McMurray, 2020-07-28 An Elite
Athletes Novel Jake Mirakovitch might be the best gymnast in the world, but there's one big
problem: he chokes in international competition. The least successful of a family of world-class
gymnasts, he has struggled to shake off nerves in the past. This time he's determined to bring home
the gold no matter what. Retired figure skater Topher Caldwell wants a job as a commentator for the



American network that covers the Olympics, and at the Summer Olympics in Madrid, he has a
chance to prove himself with a few live features. He can't afford to stumble. Olympic victories eluded
Topher, so he knows about tripping when it really counts. When he interviews Jake, the two bond
over the weight of all that pressure. The flamboyant reporter attracts the kind of attention
Jake—stuck in a glass closet—doesn't want, but Jake can't stay away. Topher doesn't want to
jeopardize his potential new job, and fooling around with a high-profile athlete seems like a surefire
way to do just that. Yet Topher can't stay away either....
  why is it called podium training: Fierce Aly Raisman, 2017-11-14 Discover Aly Raisman's
inspiring story of dedication, perseverance, and learning to think positively even in the toughest
times on her path to gold medal success in two Olympic Games—and beyond. Aly Raisman first
stepped onto a gymnastics mat as a toddler in a mommy & me gymnastics class. No one could have
predicted then that sixteen years later, she'd be standing on an Olympic podium, having achieved
her dreams. Aly's road to success was full of hard work, perseverance, and victories, but not without
its hardships. Aly faced many obstacles, from naysayers who said she'd never make it in gymnastics
to classmates who shamed her for her athletic body to a devastating betrayal of trust. Through it all,
Aly surrounded herself with supportive family, friends, and teammates and found the inner strength
to remain positive and believe in herself. Now, in her own words, Aly shows what it takes to be a
champion on and off the floor, and takes readers on a behind-the-scenes journey before, during, and
after her remarkable achievements in two Olympic Games--through her highest highs, lowest lows,
and all the moments in between. Honest and heartfelt, frank and funny, Aly's story is enhanced with
never-before-published photos, excerpts from the personal journals she's kept since childhood that
chronicle memorable moments with her teammates, and hard-won advice for readers striving to rise
above challenges, learn to love themselves, and make their own dreams come true.
  why is it called podium training: Camp Grayling Army National Guard Training Site
Mission, Multiple Construction, Crawford County, Kalkaska County, Otsego County , 1994
  why is it called podium training: The Old School Back Training Bible Dave Yarnell,
2019-09-05 A large volume complete with many pictures and illustrations on Old School training
methods and techniques for building a stronger back
  why is it called podium training: World War I Army Training by San Francisco Bay
Barbara Wilcox, 2016-01-11 In 1917, Stanford University leased a portion of its land to allow the
creation of Camp Fremont, headquartered in present-day Menlo Park. That brought the war into the
Bay Area's backyard. Soldiers received a welcome reception, and locals embraced the potential
economic opportunities. However, the military presence also revealed the conflict Americans felt
over the war. Residents threatened conscientious objectors within their community, while the
government mollified fears of the vice that often followed troops in training. Armistice came earlier
than expected, and many soldiers trained for combat they never saw. But all contributed to the
growth and change that arrived with the modern era. Author Barbara Wilcox tells Camp Fremont's
story of adaptability, bravery and extraordinary accomplishment during the Great War.
  why is it called podium training: The Thomas Flair E.J. Russell, 2020-07-27 It’ll take more
than medals to mend their relationship. Diabetic gymnast and team alternate Sol Ashvili had one
thing on his agenda when the 2016 Rio Olympics wrapped up—confess to his teammate and best
friend Tony Thomas that he’d been in love with him for years. But Tony took a major deduction in
Sol’s heart when he jetted out of Rio and turned his back on an almost-finished college degree,
international gymnastics meets… and Sol. The first two Sol could forgive—barely. The last? Not a
chance. Tony’s crowd-pleasing, no-holds-barred, high-octane gymnastics style stole its nickname
from a legendary gymnastics move—the Thomas Flair. After the 2016 Games, he vaulted into a
career as an internet celebrity, specializing in extreme sports and risky stunts. When Tony decides
to battle his way into competition shape to earn a spot on the 2020 Olympic team, he has to survive
the most extreme risk of all: facing Sol again. For the sake of the team and the reputation of US
men’s gymnastics, Sol and Tony must leave the past behind and get a grip on working together. And
as the Games draw closer, they realize that being more than teammates might be the only way they



can truly fly high and stick the landing. The Thomas Flair is a 64,000-word friends to enemies to
lovers second-chance rom-com set around the Tokyo Olympics that might have been, featuring a
thrill-seeker who needs reining in, a perfectionist who needs to let go, redemption, rowdy
teammates, and a few risky moves that will never make it into the Code of Points.
  why is it called podium training: The Essentials of Obstacle Race Training David Magida,
Melissa Rodriguez, 2016-09-21 Scaling walls, crawling through mud, climbing ropes, and sprinting
across rugged terrain. Obstacle course racing is one of the fastest-growing sports in the United
States, and it’s gaining popularity around the world. The sport is grueling, demanding, and intensely
satisfying if you prepare, train, and know what to expect. Only The Essentials of Obstacle Race
Training can ensure you will be ready. Authored by David Magida, founder of Elevate Interval
Fitness and member of the Spartan Race pro team, and Melissa Rodriguez, former contributing
editor for Mud & Obstacle magazine, this in-depth guide breaks down the events, obstacles, common
difficulties, and strategies for negotiating all challenges. Most important, it presents the tools and
the plan to prepare—physically and mentally—for the unforgettable adventure that awaits. Inside
you’ll find 100 of the most effective exercises for grip strength, mobility, balance, power, strength,
and endurance as well as 28 workouts you can immediately start to use. You’ll also find advice on
conquering course challenges, preventing injuries, and selecting events and mental strategies for
focusing, concentrating, and overcoming fear. Through experience and expertise, Magida and
Rodriguez have created the most complete, accessible, and effective guide to the sport. Whether
you’re competing for your first or your hundredth event, preparation and confidence are key. With
The Essentials of Obstacle Race Training, you’ll conquer every challenge.
  why is it called podium training: Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, Construction , 1980
  why is it called podium training: Getting Started in Speaking, Training, or Seminar
Consulting Robert W. Bly, 2002-03-14 How to make a living speaking, training, and running
workshops andseminars Expert Bob Bly shares his secrets for earning $1,000 to $5,000 aday, or
more, as a self-employed speaker, lecturer, or trainer. Heshows readers, step-by-step, everything
they need to know to becomepolished speakers, create winning presentations, find a marketniche,
set fees, get bookings, and much more. Aspiring speakerswill learn about the corporate training
market-who buys training,what the hot topics are, how to package and sell training courses,and
what to charge. Bob Bly (Dumont, NJ) is an independent copywriter, advertisingconsultant,
bestselling author, popular lecturer, and highlysuccessful trainer.
  why is it called podium training: The Triathlete's Training Bible Joe Friel, 2024-01-02 The
Triathlete’s Training Bible is the bestselling and most comprehensive guide for aspiring and
experienced triathletes, now updated to incorporate new training principles and the latest
methodologies to help athletes train smarter than ever. Joe Friel is the most trusted coach in the
world and his proven triathlon training program has helped hundreds of thousands find success in
the sport of triathlon. Joe has greatly updated this new Fifth Edition of The Triathlete's Training
Bible to incorporate new training methods, especially on workout intensity, to help athletes train
smarter and produce better results than ever. The Triathlete’s Training Bible equips triathletes of all
abilities with every detail they must consider when planning a season, lining up a week of workouts,
or preparing for race day. With this new edition, Joe will guide you to develop your own personalized
triathlon training program and: Become a better swimmer, cyclist, and runner Train with the most
effective intensity and volume Gain maximum fitness from every workout Make up for missed
workouts and avoid overtraining Adapt your training plan based on your progress and lifestyle Build
muscular endurance with a proven approach to strength training Improve body composition with
smarter nutrition The Triathlete’s Training Bible is the best-selling book on tri training ever
published. Get stronger, smarter, and faster with this newest version of the bible of the sport.
What’s New in the Fifth Edition of The Triathlete’s Training Bible? The science and sport of triathlon
have changed since the previous edition was released. This new edition adds emphasis to
personalizing training plans; incorporates new power, pace, and heart rate techniques for
swimming, cycling and running; improves on skill development techniques; updates his strength



training approach; speeds up recovery for busy athletes; and cuts through the noisy volume of
training data to focus athletes on the numbers that mean the most to better performance. The most
significant changes have to do with getting the intensity of workouts right to build a bigger aerobic
endurance base while becoming more race fit.
  why is it called podium training: All-Pro Performance Training Loren Landow, Chris
Jarmon, 2021 All-Pro Performance Training offers a detailed look at the proper execution for
combine staples such as the 40-yard dash and pro agility shuttle, tips for mastering position-specific
agility drills, and an inside look into how athletes at the highest level of the sport both train and
recover.
  why is it called podium training: Behemoth: Power Training for Strength Athletes Daniel
McKim, 2014-06-07 More than 10 years in the making, Behemoth sets out to make you just that: a
Behemoth. Developed by multi-time world and national Scottish Highland Games champion Daniel
McKim, this program is not for the unmotivated, but the athlete looking to take his/her training and
athletic performance to new arenas. Should you choose to embark on this 14 week journey, know
that when the fog clears, you'll arise the most explosive, athletic and strongest you've ever been.
Inside you lurks a Behemoth.
  why is it called podium training: From the Outhouse to the President's Chair Robert
Bliss, 2018-04-16 From the Outhouse to the President's Chair is a riveting memoir outlining the
difficulties, adversities, and the good times in a unique and totally unplanned rise from a farm boy to
a college presidency, coupled with proven success in the corporate world. Beginning on the family
farm, the author takes us on a truly exciting trip. It has action, it has humor, and provides obstacles
to overcome, several of which could have been fatal. It's an adventure of innovation and problem
solving in business and higher education. Each professional advancement is viewed as the final
position but circumstances will dictate otherwise. Confronted with personal obstacles that would
seem to preclude anything beyond a high school education, the author showcases humor, a tenacity
to succeed and the ability to attract others in his amazing story. This is a journey punctuated with
handicaps that, to most, would stifle any possible thought of achieving personal success. It's a
memoir of reality, proving that achievements in life are linked through a series of events, rarely
planned and definitely not anticipated. This is a true story of belief. Belief in faith, belief in yourself,
and belief in individuals who seemingly appear at the right time. Most importantly, it is positive
belief expressed through strong motivation, determination, and perseverance.
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