
will in sign language

will in sign language is a fundamental term used to express future intentions, decisions, and promises in
American Sign Language (ASL) and other sign languages around the world. Understanding how to
communicate "will" correctly is essential for effective and clear conversations, especially when discussing
plans, commitments, or predictions. This article explores the various ways "will" is signed, the grammatical
structure involving future tense in ASL, and the nuances that distinguish "will" from similar expressions.
Additionally, this guide covers regional differences, helpful tips for learners, and practical examples to
enhance comprehension and use. Whether you are a beginner or looking to refine your skills, mastering
the concept of "will in sign language" is a crucial step toward fluency. The following sections will provide a
detailed overview of all these important aspects.

Understanding the Concept of "Will" in Sign Language

How to Sign "Will" in American Sign Language

Grammatical Usage of "Will" in ASL Sentences

Variations and Regional Differences in Signing "Will"

Practical Tips for Learning and Using "Will" in Sign Language

Understanding the Concept of "Will" in Sign Language
The word "will" in spoken English primarily indicates future tense, expressing intentions, promises, or
predictions. In sign language, the concept of "will" is conveyed differently because sign languages have
their own unique grammar and syntax. Rather than relying on a single word or sign, sign languages often
use time indicators, facial expressions, and contextual clues to indicate future actions or events. Therefore,
understanding the concept of "will" in sign language involves recognizing how future tense is marked and
how intention or certainty is communicated through signs and non-manual signals.

The Role of Time Indicators
Time indicators are essential in sign language to specify when an action will take place. Signs such as
"tomorrow," "later," or specific time references are used along with the verb to indicate future events. This
approach differs from English, which often uses auxiliary verbs like "will."



Non-Manual Signals and Facial Expressions
Non-manual signals play a significant role in conveying the meaning of "will" or future tense in sign
language. Raised eyebrows, slight head tilts, or focused eye gaze can indicate certainty or intention about a
future event, complementing the manual signs to express "will" effectively.

How to Sign "Will" in American Sign Language
In American Sign Language, there is no direct one-to-one sign for the auxiliary verb "will" as used in
English. Instead, the future tense is expressed by combining time indicators with the main verb and
sometimes emphasizing the action through movement and facial expression. However, there is a common
sign used to indicate future tense that equates to "will" in meaning.

Common Sign for "Will"
The typical sign for "will" in ASL is made by forming a flat hand with the palm facing sideways and
moving it forward from near the chin or cheek outward, symbolizing something that is going to happen
soon. This sign is often used in conjunction with a time indicator or the main verb to clarify the meaning.

Example of Signing "Will"
For example, to say "I will go," one might sign "I," then "go," and finally the future tense indicator (the
"will" sign or a time sign like "tomorrow") to clarify that the action is in the future. The sequence and facial
expression help convey the intended meaning accurately.

Grammatical Usage of "Will" in ASL Sentences
Unlike spoken English, ASL grammar does not rely heavily on auxiliary verbs like "will." Instead, the
grammar structure uses time indicators and verb placement to express future tense. Understanding how
"will" functions grammatically in ASL is vital for constructing clear and natural sentences.

Time-Topic-Comment Structure
ASL typically follows a time-topic-comment structure when expressing future events. The time indicator
(such as "tomorrow" or "later") is signed first to establish the timeframe, followed by the topic (subject), and
then the comment (verb and object). This structure implies the use of "will" without explicitly signing it.



Using Modal Verbs and Intention
To express strong intention or promises, ASL users may incorporate modal verbs or emphasize signs
through repetition or stronger movements, which conveys the equivalent of "will" in English. Facial
expressions are also crucial in differentiating between a simple future action and a definite intention or
promise.

Examples of Future Tense Sentences

Tomorrow I eat. (Time: Tomorrow, Topic: I, Comment: Eat)

I will help you later. (Time: Later, Topic: I, Comment: Help you)

She promises to come. (Topic: She, Comment: Come + Promise facial expression)

Variations and Regional Differences in Signing "Will"
Sign languages are not universal; they vary by region and community. The way "will" or future tense is
signed can differ depending on location and cultural context. Awareness of these variations is important for
effective communication across different ASL communities and other sign languages.

Regional Differences in American Sign Language
Within the United States and Canada, subtle differences exist in how "will" or future tense is expressed.
Some regions may use a more exaggerated forward hand movement, while others might rely more
heavily on time indicators and facial expressions. These differences do not change the meaning but reflect
the rich diversity within ASL.

Other Sign Languages
Outside of ASL, other sign languages such as British Sign Language (BSL), Auslan (Australian Sign
Language), and others have their own unique signs and grammar for expressing "will" or future tense. It is
important to learn these variations separately when studying different sign languages.



Practical Tips for Learning and Using "Will" in Sign Language
Mastering the expression of "will" in sign language requires practice and attention to the nuances of
grammar, non-manual signals, and regional differences. The following tips can help learners improve their
skills effectively.

Learn Time Indicators Thoroughly
Since future tense relies heavily on time indicators, it is essential to learn various signs for "tomorrow,"
"later," "next week," and other time-related concepts. This foundational knowledge allows clear expression
of future actions.

Practice Facial Expressions and Body Language
Incorporate appropriate facial expressions and body language to convey certainty, intention, or promises.
This non-manual communication is as important as the manual signs themselves.

Engage with Native Signers
Interacting with native ASL users or skilled signers provides valuable exposure to natural usage of "will"
and future tense. Observing and mimicking authentic conversation enhances learning.

Use Repetition and Context
Practicing sentences that include future actions with clear context helps reinforce the use of "will" in sign
language. Repetition solidifies understanding and fluency.

Summary of Key Tips

Focus on learning time-related signs.

Use facial expressions to indicate intention.

Observe regional signing variations.

Practice constructing time-topic-comment sentences.



Engage regularly with the Deaf community for real-life practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sign for 'will' in American Sign Language (ASL)?
In ASL, 'will' is signed by extending your dominant hand in a flat 'B' handshape and moving it forward
from the wrist, indicating future tense.

How do you indicate future tense or 'will' in sign language?
Future tense is often indicated by a slight forward movement of the hand or by using the sign 'will',
which involves a flat hand moving forward to show something will happen.

Is the sign for 'will' the same in all sign languages?
No, the sign for 'will' varies between different sign languages. For example, ASL and BSL (British Sign
Language) have different signs for 'will'.

Can 'will' be implied without a specific sign in ASL?
Yes, in ASL, 'will' is often implied through context and facial expressions, combined with time indicators,
so a specific sign for 'will' is not always necessary.

How do you combine 'will' with other signs to form future tense
sentences in ASL?
You typically sign the main verb followed by the sign for 'will' or use a forward movement to indicate
future tense, along with appropriate facial expressions to convey time.

Are there any variations of the 'will' sign in ASL depending on context?
Yes, the 'will' sign can vary slightly in movement and intensity depending on the emphasis and context in
the conversation.

How can beginners practice the sign for 'will' effectively?
Beginners can practice the sign for 'will' by watching ASL instructional videos, practicing the forward flat-
hand movement, and using it in simple sentences about future events.



Does facial expression play a role when signing 'will' in ASL?
Yes, facial expressions are important in ASL to indicate tense and mood, so when signing 'will', a slight
forward head movement and raised eyebrows can emphasize the future tense.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering the Will in Sign Language: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of expressing the concept of "will" in various sign languages,
focusing on nuances and regional variations. It includes step-by-step illustrations and video references to
help learners grasp the subtle distinctions in meaning. Ideal for students, interpreters, and educators aiming
to enhance their understanding of future intentions and volition in sign language communication.

2. The Power of Will: Sign Language Expressions and Cultural Insights
Delve into how the concept of willpower and determination is conveyed across different sign language
communities. This book combines linguistic analysis with cultural anecdotes, highlighting how body
language and facial expressions contribute to the meaning. Readers will gain a broader perspective on the
emotional depth behind the signs for will and intention.

3. Will and Intention in American Sign Language: A Practical Workbook
Designed as a hands-on resource, this workbook focuses on teaching learners how to sign phrases related to
will, desire, and future actions in ASL. It features exercises, quizzes, and interactive activities to reinforce
understanding and fluency. Suitable for beginners and intermediate users seeking to build confidence in
everyday conversations.

4. Future Tense and Will in Sign Language Grammar
This academic text examines how different sign languages handle grammatical aspects related to the future
tense and the expression of will. It provides comparative studies, syntax explanations, and semantic
interpretations that are valuable for linguists and advanced students. The book also discusses the evolution of
these grammatical structures over time.

5. Expressing Will and Determination: Stories from the Deaf Community
Through personal narratives and interviews, this book showcases how individuals in the Deaf community
express their will and determination using sign language. The stories highlight resilience, motivation, and
the role of language in shaping identity. Readers will find inspiration as well as linguistic insight into
authentic signed expressions of will.

6. Sign Language Verbs of Will: Usage and Contexts
Focusing specifically on verbs related to will, intention, and desire, this book provides detailed descriptions
and contextual examples. It helps learners understand when and how to use these verbs appropriately in
various social and formal settings. The inclusion of video links enhances the learning experience by
demonstrating natural signing.



7. Will in British Sign Language: A Learner’s Dictionary
This dictionary is dedicated to signs and phrases that convey the concept of will in British Sign Language
(BSL). Each entry includes the sign’s description, usage notes, and cultural context. It is a valuable resource
for anyone studying BSL or working as an interpreter in the UK.

8. The Linguistics of Will in Sign Language: Theory and Practice
Bridging theory and practical application, this book explores the linguistic principles behind expressing will
in various sign languages. It includes chapters on morphology, semantics, and pragmatics, supported by
real-world examples. Academics and advanced learners will appreciate the thorough analysis and research-
based approach.

9. Communicating Future Intentions: Will and Wishes in Sign Language
This guide focuses on how to communicate future intentions, promises, and wishes using sign language. It
covers common phrases, polite forms, and culturally appropriate expressions. Useful for both learners and
professionals, the book emphasizes clarity and respect in conveying one’s will effectively.
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  will in sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Tracey Porpora, 2011
Using a tailored form of American Sign Language (ASL), the book guides parents through the
process of teaching an infant to understand beginning sign language.
  will in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Baby Sign Language, 2nd Edition Diane
Ryan, 2009-02-03 You had me at ~wave~ More and more parents are learning and using baby sign
language to communicatewith their little ones. This guide introduces parents to the 150 most
common signs babies can understand and use, including 50 new illustrations. Included are steps to
teach the signs, an expanded section on verbal development, and much more. - Signing boosts
baby's language skills, literacy, and brainpower - A popular topic in the parenting section - 50 new
illustrations for this edition - Includes fun activities and a special 'Sign Language Express' for
parents with little time - Download a sample chapter
  will in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Baby Sign Language Diane Ryan,
2009 “You had me at [wave].” More and more parents are learning and using baby sign language to
communicate with their little ones. This guide introduces parents to the 150 most common signs
babies can understand and use, including 50 new illustrations. Included are steps to teach the signs,
an expanded section on verbal development, and much more. ·Signing boosts baby's language skills,
literacy, and brainpower ·A popular topic in the parenting section ·50 new illustrations for this
edition ·Includes fun activities and a special “Sign Language Express” for parents with little time
Download a sample chapter.
  will in sign language: Sign Languages Joseph C. Hill, Diane C. Lillo-Martin, Sandra K. Wood,
2025-04-30 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary of major findings
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in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign Language (ASL), this
book offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical components of phonology,
morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations. Revised throughout, this new edition:
demonstrates how sign languages are acquired by Deaf children with varying degrees of input
during early development, including no input where children create a language of their own
discusses the contexts of sign languages, including how different varieties are formed and used,
attitudes toward sign languages, and how language planning affects language use includes a new
chapter on the similarities between signed and spoken languages offers additional visuals and
explanations as well as more coverage of signed languages other than ASL is accompanied by
updated online support material, which hosts links to video clips This engaging and accessible
introduction to sign languages is essential reading for students studying this topic for the first time
with little or no background in linguistics.
  will in sign language: American Sign Language Dennis Cokely, Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk,
1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL
stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  will in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning Sign Language Susan Shelly, Jim
Schneck, 1998 Explains how to use American Sign Language to make introductions, tell time, order
food, tell a joke, communicate with children, express emotion, and ask for directions
  will in sign language: The Deaf Way Carol Erting, 1994 Selected papers from the conference
held in Washington DC, July 9-14, 1989.
  will in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Translation and Interpreting
Christopher Stone, Robert Adam, Ronice Müller de Quadros, Christian Rathmann, 2022-07-18 This
Handbook provides the first comprehensive overview of sign language translation and interpretation
from around the globe and looks ahead to future directions of research. Divided into eight parts, the
book covers foundational skills, the working context of both the sign language translator and
interpreter, their education, the sociological context, work settings, diverse service users, and a
regional review of developments. The chapters are authored by a range of contributors, both deaf
and hearing, from the Global North and South, diverse in ethnicity, language background, and
academic discipline. Topics include the history of the profession, the provision of translation and
interpreting in different domains and to different populations, the politics of provision, and the state
of play of sign language translation and interpreting professions across the globe. Edited and
authored by established and new voices in the field, this is the essential guide for advanced students
and researchers of translation and interpretation studies and sign language.
  will in sign language: Mouth Actions in Sign Languages Susanne Mohr, 2014-07-28 Mouth
actions in sign languages have been controversially discussed but the sociolinguistic factors
determining their form and functions remain uncertain. This first empirical analysis of mouth actions
in Irish Sign Language focuses on correlations with gender, age, and word class. It contributes to
the linguistic description of ISL, research into non-manuals in sign languages, and is relevant for the
cross-modal study of word classes.
  will in sign language: Sign Languages Diane Brentari, 2010-05-27 What are the unique
characteristics of sign languages that make them so fascinating? What have recent researchers
discovered about them, and what do these findings tell us about human language more generally?
This thematic and geographic overview examines more than forty sign languages from around the
world. It begins by investigating how sign languages have survived and been transmitted for
generations, and then goes on to analyse the common characteristics shared by most sign
languages: for example, how the use of the visual system affects grammatical structures. The final



section describes the phenomena of language variation and change. Drawing on a wide range of
examples, the book explores sign languages both old and young, from British, Italian, Asian and
American to Israeli, Al-Sayyid Bedouin, African and Nicaraguan. Written in a clear, readable style, it
is the essential reference for students and scholars working in sign language studies and deaf
studies.
  will in sign language: Proceedings of 5th Borobudur International Symposium on Humanities
and Social Science (BISHSS 2023) Zulfikar Bagus Pambuko, Muji Setiyo, Chrisna Bagus Edhita
Praja, Agus Setiawan, Fitriana Yuliastuti, Lintang Muliawanti, Veni Soraya Dewi, 2024-08-01 This is
an open access book. In our rapidly evolving modern era, the intersection of green technology and
digital society has shifted paradigm shifts across various facets of human life. The fusion of these
two domains holds the potential to profoundly impact society’s social aspects. Therefore, The 5th
Borobudur International Symposium with the theme “Smart and Sustainable: The Synergy of Green
Technology and Digital Society” is designed to delve into and celebrate the strong synergy between
green technology and the digital society, specifically focusing on social sciences. The background of
this conference reflects the significant tensions in modern society. On the one hand, we witness
innovative strides in green technology to reduce negative environmental impacts and develop more
sustainable systems. On the other hand, our society is becoming increasingly interconnected in a
vast digital network, enabling unprecedented information exchange that influences social
interactions, work, education, and many other aspects of daily life. As green technology and the
digital society converge, new and crucial opportunities and challenges emerge in the social context.
Through this International Conference, we hope to provide a platform for researchers, practitioners,
and stakeholders to share knowledge, experiences, and innovative ideas to better understand how
green technology and the digital society can collaborate to achieve smarter and more sustainable
societies.
  will in sign language: The Everything Baby Sign Language Book Teresa R Simpson,
2008-02-01 Signing babies are taking over, asking for more milk and later nap times. Sure, they
might not get their way, but signing gives them a way to express themselves. Frustrated
communication is often the root cause of crying and tantrums in babies and toddlers. Usually it is
caused by the lag between a child's desire to be understood and their ability to form words. Sign
language bridges this gap.The Everything Baby Sign Language Book teaches parent and children to
use a combination of sign language and homemade gestures to communicate needs, wants and
feelings. Using this book and instructional DVD, baby and parent will be well on their way to using
their hands to speak! Please note: DVD is not included with the e-book version of this title
  will in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Conversational Sign Language Illustrated
Carole Lazorisak, Dawn Donohue, 2004 DVD with more than 600 words and phrases--Cover.
  will in sign language: Many Ways to be Deaf Leila Frances Monaghan, 2003 Table of contents
  will in sign language: Language Development Over the Lifespan Kees de Bot, Robert W.
Schrauf, 2010-05-26 Language Development Over the Lifespan is a reference resource for those
conducting research on language development and the aging process, as well as a supplementary
textbook for courses in applied linguistics/bilingualism programs that focus on language
attrition/aging and adult literacy development in second languages. It offers an integrative approach
to language development that examines changes in language over a lifetime, organized by different
theoretical perspectives, which are presented by well-known international scholars.
  will in sign language: Universal Grammar and American Sign Language D.C. Lillo-Martin,
2012-12-06 AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE American Sign Language (ASL) is the visual-gestural
language used by most of the deaf community in the United States and parts of Canada. On the
surface, this language (as all signed languages) seems radically different from the spoken languages
which have been used to formulate theories of linguistic princi ples and parameters. However, the
position taken in this book is that when the surface effects of modality are stripped away, ASL will
be seen to follow many of the patterns proposed as universals for human language. If these
theoretical constructs are meant to hold for language in general, then they should hold for natural



human language in any modality; and ifASL is such a natural human language, then it too must be
accounted for by any adequate theory of Universal Grammar. For this rea son, the study of ASL can
be vital for proposed theories of Universal Grammar. Recent work in several theoretical frameworks
of syntax as well as phonology have argued that indeed, ASL is such a lan guage. I will assume then,
that principles of Universal Gram mar, and principles that derive from it, are applicable to ASL, and
in fact that ASL can serve as one of the languages which test Universal Grammar. There is an
important distinction to be drawn, however, be tween what is called here 'American Sign Language',
and other forms of manual communication.
  will in sign language: Baby Sign Language Diane Ryan, 2021-08-10 Teach your baby how to
communicate without words. Your baby has many wants and needs. Some you can figure out. Others
need a little more patience. While your baby learns to make their requests verbally, you can teach
them gestures and signs that will help bridge the gap of understanding. Baby Sign Language offers
the tools and techniques you need to teach sign language to your baby. As a parent, you might have
concerns about speech and language delays. Or you might be concerned that your baby hasn't
started talking yet. Baby sign language is something that can promote early speech as well as
speech development. This can be especially important for a baby diagnosed with autism or other
language issues. This revised edition includes these features: -150 illustrations of popular signs to
teach your baby -An express program for quicker results -Games and activities to make signing more
fun -Expert advice on speech and language development Signing with your baby not only results in a
happier and less frustrated child, but research also shows that learning sign language could help a
child speak earlier and develop a higher IQ.
  will in sign language: Baby Sign Language Songs & Games Lane Rebelo, 2025-06-17 Build
language skills with 65 signing activities for babies and toddlers The best way to teach your little
one sign language is to make it fun and engaging! This book is filled with easy songs and games that
make practicing sign language a playful part of your daily routine with your baby. What sets this
baby sign language book apart from the others: Baby sign language basics—Learn more about sign
language for babies and toddlers, how it can help support your little one's overall language
development, and how to get started with age- and stage-appropriate signs. Easy-to-follow
exercises—Discover step-by-step instructions, expert tips, and helpful illustrations with every sign
language activity. Learning through play—Teach your baby fundamental vocabulary words with silly
songs like Baby Shark and fun games like Teddy Bear's Birthday. Sing, play, and bond with your
little one as they develop sign language skills that will last a lifetime.
  will in sign language: Intelligent Computing, Smart Communication and Network
Technologies Paulraj Dassan, Sethukarasi Thirumaaran, Neelakandan Subramani, 2024-11-19 This
book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the First International Conference on Intelligent
Computing, Smart Communication and Network Technologies, ICICSCNT 2023, held in Chennai,
India, during April 26–27, 2023. The 36 full papers included in this book were carefully reviewed and
selected from 782 submissions. The main aim of ICICSCNT 2023 is to present the state-of-the-art
research innovations and results in the area of intelligent systems and advanced control
technologies and real-world applications in ICT research, particularly covering autonomous systems,
artificial intelligence, sensing, hardware and software implementation, soft computing, optimization,
intelligent control design, intelligent system integration and control applications, and other relevant
research areas.
  will in sign language: Sign Language Research Sixty Years Later: Current and Future
Perspectives Valentina Cuccio, Erin Wilkinson, Brigitte Garcia, Adam Schembri, Erin Moriarty,
Sabina Fontana, 2022-11-14
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