wife of bath character analysis

wife of bath character analysis offers an insightful exploration into one of Geoffrey
Chaucer’s most memorable and complex figures from "The Canterbury Tales." This
character embodies themes of female autonomy, experience versus authority, and the
social roles of women in medieval society. Through her prologue and tale, the Wife of Bath
challenges traditional gender norms and presents a vivid portrait of a woman who is both
empowered and controversial. This article delves deeply into her personality, motivations,
symbolism, and the literary techniques Chaucer employs to bring her to life. By examining
her life story, marriage philosophy, and narrative style, readers gain a comprehensive
understanding of her role within the broader context of medieval literature and feminist
discourse. The following sections will systematically analyze these aspects to provide a
thorough wife of bath character analysis.
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Historical and Literary Context

The wife of bath character analysis begins with understanding the historical and literary
background of Chaucer’s work. "The Canterbury Tales," written in the late 14th century,
reflects a wide range of medieval social classes and attitudes. The Wife of Bath, named
Alison, is a middle-aged woman from the cloth-making town of Bath, which was known for
its prosperous textile industry. Chaucer’s portrayal of her is groundbreaking, as she is one
of the few characters who openly discusses her sexual and marital experiences.

Medieval Social Norms and Gender Roles

During the Middle Ages, women'’s roles were largely confined to domestic duties and
subservience to male authority. The wife of bath character defies these norms with her
assertive personality and unapologetic views on marriage and sexuality. Her multiple
marriages and outspoken nature challenge the expected modesty and obedience of
medieval women, making her a provocative figure for her time.



Chaucer’s Narrative Technique

Chaucer uses a frame narrative in "The Canterbury Tales," allowing each character to tell
their own story. This technique provides a platform for the Wife of Bath to reveal her
character directly through her prologue and tale, creating a layered and complex narrative
voice. The contrast between her prologue and tale serves to highlight different facets of her
personality and worldview.

Personality and Traits

The wife of bath character analysis reveals a multifaceted personality marked by
confidence, wit, and a rebellious spirit. She is portrayed as a worldly woman who values
experience over traditional authority, particularly in matters of love and marriage. Her
character is bold and unapologetic, making her stand out among the pilgrims in "The
Canterbury Tales."

Confidence and Assertiveness

One of the Wife of Bath’s defining traits is her self-assuredness. She openly discusses her
life experiences, including her five marriages, and uses them to assert her authority on
marital matters. This confidence is evident in her speech and storytelling, where she often
dominates conversations and challenges other pilgrims’ viewpoints.

Pragmatism and Worldliness

The Wife of Bath is pragmatic, embracing the realities of marriage and relationships rather
than idealizing them. Her worldliness stems from her multiple marriages and extensive life
experience, which she uses to justify her views on female sovereignty and sexual freedom.
This practical approach sets her apart from more idealistic or religious characters in the
narrative.

Humor and Wit

Wit is another prominent feature of her character. The Wife of Bath employs humor and
irony to engage her audience and undermine social conventions. Her clever use of
language allows her to navigate sensitive topics with a mix of charm and defiance, making
her a compelling and memorable figure.

Marriage and Relationships

Marriage is central to the wife of bath character analysis, as it forms the foundation of her
identity and worldview. Her five marriages provide insight into medieval marriage customs
and gender dynamics, while her reflections on these relationships reveal her attitudes
toward power and control within marriage.



Experience Versus Authority

The Wife of Bath prioritizes personal experience over traditional religious or societal
authority. She frequently cites her marriages as evidence of her expertise in love and
relationships, arguing that lived experience trumps theoretical knowledge. This stance
challenges the dominant medieval perspective that valued clerical authority and scriptural
interpretation above personal narrative.

Power Dynamics in Marriage

Power is a recurring theme in her discussion of marriage. The Wife of Bath seeks
sovereignty over her husbands and advocates for female dominance in relationships. Her
narratives often explore the negotiation of control between spouses, portraying marriage as
a site of struggle where women can assert agency.

Views on Sexuality

Contrary to contemporary expectations of chastity and modesty, the Wife of Bath embraces
her sexuality openly. She views sexual pleasure as a natural and important aspect of
marriage, rejecting the idea that women should be passive or submissive in sexual matters.
This perspective was radical in the context of medieval literature.

The Wife of Bath’s Prologue

The prologue is a key component of the wife of bath character analysis, offering a direct
window into her thoughts and personality. It is one of the longest and most detailed
prologues in "The Canterbury Tales," allowing Chaucer to develop her character in depth.

Autobiographical Elements

The prologue reads almost like an autobiography, with the Wife of Bath recounting her life
story and marital history. She discusses her use of sexuality and cunning to gain power
over her husbands, as well as her interpretation of biblical texts to justify her behavior. This
personal narrative establishes her as a self-aware and articulate character.

Rhetorical Strategies

In her prologue, the Wife of Bath employs various rhetorical strategies, including repetition,
questioning, and direct address, to persuade her audience. She challenges patriarchal
interpretations of scripture and asserts her own authority through a confident and engaging
narrative style.



The Wife of Bath’s Tale

The tale complements the prologue by illustrating the themes of female sovereignty and
power through a fictional narrative. It serves as a narrative extension of the wife of bath
character analysis, providing a moral and thematic framework for her views.

Plot Overview

The tale tells the story of a knight who must discover what women most desire to save his
life. Through his journey, he learns that women desire sovereignty over their lives and
relationships. This lesson aligns with the Wife of Bath’s advocacy for female authority and
respect.

Thematic Significance

The tale reinforces key themes such as the importance of consent, mutual respect, and
gender equality. It challenges traditional notions of male dominance by portraying a woman
who is both wise and powerful, embodying the ideal of female sovereignty that the Wife of
Bath champions.

Symbolism and Themes

The wife of bath character analysis also involves exploring the symbolism and overarching
themes embedded in her character and narratives. These elements contribute to her
complexity and the enduring interest in her figure.

Female Sovereignty

A central theme in the Wife of Bath’s character is female sovereignty—the idea that women
should have control over their own lives and marriages. This theme is symbolized through
her multiple marriages and her insistence on sexual and emotional autonomy.

Experience Versus Tradition

The conflict between personal experience and traditional authority is another significant
theme. The Wife of Bath values empirical knowledge gained through life over established
religious or social doctrines, symbolizing a challenge to medieval orthodoxy.

Marriage as a Social Institution

Marriage in the Wife of Bath’s narrative is portrayed as a complex social institution
involving negotiation, power struggles, and mutual benefit. It symbolizes both constraint
and opportunity for women in medieval society.



Legacy and Influence

The wife of bath character analysis concludes by considering her lasting impact on
literature and feminist thought. She remains one of the most studied and debated
characters in medieval English literature due to her bold representation of female agency.

Impact on Literature

The Wife of Bath has influenced countless writers and scholars by providing a nuanced
portrayal of a woman who defies conventional norms. Her character paved the way for
more complex female figures in literature, challenging stereotypes and expanding the
possibilities for women’s voices in narrative.

Feminist Interpretations

Modern feminist criticism often regards the Wife of Bath as an early symbol of female
empowerment. Her assertiveness, independence, and candid discussion of sexuality
resonate with contemporary themes of gender equality and women'’s rights.

Continuing Relevance

Her character continues to be relevant today as discussions about gender roles, power, and
sexuality persist. The wife of bath character analysis remains a vital part of understanding
medieval literature and its intersection with social and cultural issues.

e Confident and assertive personality

Challenges medieval gender norms

Advocates for female sovereignty in marriage

Emphasizes experience over traditional authority

Uses humor and rhetoric effectively

e Symbolizes negotiation of power in relationships

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the Wife of Bath in Geoffrey Chaucer's



Canterbury Tales?

The Wife of Bath is one of the characters in Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. She is a
wealthy, experienced woman from Bath who has been married five times and is known for
her bold personality and views on marriage and female sovereignty.

What are the key characteristics of the Wife of Bath's
personality?

The Wife of Bath is characterized by her confidence, independence, and assertiveness. She
is outspoken about her views on marriage and sexuality, enjoys control in her relationships,
and challenges the traditional roles of women in medieval society.

How does the Wife of Bath challenge medieval gender
roles?

The Wife of Bath challenges medieval gender roles by asserting her sexual autonomy,
marrying multiple times, and openly discussing her experiences and opinions on marriage.
She advocates for female dominance in relationships, which contrasts with the patriarchal
norms of her time.

What themes are explored through the Wife of Bath's
character?

Through the Wife of Bath, Chaucer explores themes such as female empowerment, the
nature of marriage, the conflict between experience and authority, and the dynamics of
power in relationships between men and women.

How does the Wife of Bath's prologue contribute to her
character development?

The Wife of Bath's prologue is significant as it provides insight into her personality, beliefs,
and life experiences. It serves as a platform for her to justify her multiple marriages and
challenge societal norms, thereby deepening the reader's understanding of her complex
character.

Additional Resources

1. The Wife of Bath: A Critical Study

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Wife of Bath, one of Chaucer’'s most complex
characters. It examines her role in "The Canterbury Tales" as a proto-feminist figure,
analyzing her prologue and tale in the context of medieval society. The study highlights her
views on marriage, authority, and gender dynamics, providing rich textual analysis and
historical background.

2. Voices of the Wife of Bath: Feminism and Medieval Literature
Focusing on feminist interpretations, this book delves into the Wife of Bath’s narrative voice



and her challenge to patriarchal norms. It discusses how her character subverts traditional
gender roles and offers a unique perspective on female agency in the Middle Ages. The text
combines literary criticism with feminist theory to unpack her enduring relevance.

3. Chaucer’s Wife of Bath: Power, Performance, and Identity

This volume explores the performative aspects of the Wife of Bath’s character, emphasizing
how she constructs her identity through storytelling. It discusses themes of power,
sexuality, and social status, and how these elements are woven into her prologue and tale.
The book also considers the theatricality of her narration and its impact on the audience’s
perception.

4. The Canterbury Tales and the Wife of Bath: Contexts and Interpretations

Providing a comprehensive context for the Wife of Bath, this book situates her within the
broader framework of "The Canterbury Tales." It analyzes the social, religious, and cultural
factors influencing her character and narrative. The work also compares different scholarly
interpretations to offer a nuanced understanding of her role.

5. Medieval Marriage and the Wife of Bath

This study focuses on the institution of marriage as depicted through the Wife of Bath’s
perspective. It examines medieval marital laws, customs, and gender expectations,
highlighting how the Wife of Bath negotiates and critiques these norms. The book offers a
historical lens to better understand her arguments and experiences.

6. Gender and Power in the Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale

This book investigates the intricate relationship between gender and power in the Wife of
Bath’s narrative. It explores how she asserts authority in a male-dominated society and
challenges traditional hierarchies. Through close readings, the text reveals the complexities
of her rhetoric and the subversive elements of her story.

7. The Wife of Bath’s Legacy: Influence and Adaptations

Tracing the character’s influence beyond Chaucer’s work, this book examines adaptations
and reinterpretations of the Wife of Bath in literature, theater, and popular culture. It
discusses how her character has been reimagined to reflect changing attitudes toward
gender and sexuality. The volume highlights the lasting impact of her voice across
centuries.

8. Interpreting the Wife of Bath: Textual and Theoretical Approaches

This collection of essays brings together various critical methodologies applied to the Wife
of Bath. From psychoanalytic to post-structuralist readings, it showcases diverse ways of
understanding her character and narrative strategies. The book encourages readers to
engage with multiple perspectives to enrich their analysis.

9. The Wife of Bath and the Politics of Storytelling

Focusing on the political dimensions of the Wife of Bath's tale, this book explores how
storytelling functions as a form of resistance and empowerment. It analyzes the interplay
between narrative authority and social commentary in her discourse. The work reveals how
the tale critiques contemporary power structures while entertaining its audience.
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wife of bath character analysis: The Wife of Bath's Prologue in Chaucer s Canterbury Tales
Kathrin Richter, 2002-04-04 Seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject English Language and

Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0 (A), Justus-Liebig-University Giessen (Institute for
Anglistics), course: Seminar: Chaucer, language: English, abstract: 1. Introduction Alison, the Wife
of Bath, is one of the most interesting characters in Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. Her tale and her
prologue to this tale are different from the other tales since here the narrator is obviously more
important than the tale itself: The prologue is about twice as long as the tale itself, considerably
longer than any of the other prologues to individual tales. Of Chaucer's 29 pilgrims, only three are
female. The fact that it is being told from the female point of view is crucial both to the Wife of
Bath's prologue and to her. The main topic of her prologue is marriage and how women should deal
with their husbands. Alison displays many characteristics which were ascribed to the stereotypical
“wicked woman' in Chaucer's times and her prologue is supposed to be the typical opinion of
women. However, there is more to the Wife of Bath than that. Chaucer creates a very complex
individual who is the topic of the following discussion. [...]

wife of bath character analysis: Chaucer's Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale Geoffrey
Chaucer, 1998-01-01 The Chaucer Bibliography series aims to provide annotated bibliographies for
all of Chaucer's work. This book summarizes 20th-century commentaries on Chaucer's Wife of Bath's
Prologue and Tale.

wife of bath character analysis: The Wife of Bath's Tale by Geoffrey Chaucer (Book Analysis)
Bright Summaries, 2019-03-28 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Wife of Bath’s Tale with
this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of
The Wife of Bath’s Tale by Geoffrey Chaucer, one of the most popular and enduring of the
Canterbury Tales. It is narrated by the eponymous Wife of Bath, a serial widow who frankly
discusses her enjoyment of sex and the control she exerted over her husbands, which would have
been seen as scandalous at the time. In the story she tells, a knight who has raped a young maiden is
sentenced to death, but granted a last-minute reprieve: if he is able to discover what women want
most within a year, his life will be spared. In the end, the knight does indeed find the answer: women
most desire to be in control of their relationship with their husband or lover. Geoffrey Chaucer was
the author of The Canterbury Tales, a collection of stories which is one of the earliest known
examples of English-language literature and has been a key influence on subsequent generations of
writers. Find out everything you need to know about The Wife of Bath’s Tale in a fraction of the
time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: * A complete plot summary °
Character studies * Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further reflection Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!

wife of bath character analysis: Chaucer in Perspective Geoffrey Lester, 1999-03-01
Norman Blake, Professor of English Language and Linguistics at Sheffield University, is known
throughout the world to scholars of mediaeval English Literature. He has published thirty books and
140 articles on subjects as diverse as Old Norse, Old English, Middle English, early printed books,
Shakespeare, Historical Linguistics, Stylistics, Grammar, and the cultural context of mediaeval
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England. He is best known as an authority on Chaucer, Caxton and Shakespeare's language, and is
director of The Canterbury Tales Project, based in the University of Sheffield, which is a scheme to
put all the manuscript and early printed versions of the poem onto computer and to issue the
transcribed texts on CD-ROM. Norman has lectured and taught in many countries, and is a frequent
contributor to international conferences. He has been a Teaching Quality Assessor in universities in
Britain and elsewhere. He is also well known (among many other things) for his work as member of
the Council of the Early English Text Society, Editor for the Index of Middle English Prose, General
Editor of Macmillan's Language of Literature series, and as Secretary of the European Society of the
Study of English. Friends and colleagues of this approachable and widely respected scholar have
come together to mark his 65th birthday in spring 1999 by contributing to this volume. The
essays-on Chaucer, Caxton and related aspects of Middle English-are not only a tribute to Norman's
work but also a valuable contribution to Middle English studies in their own right.

wife of bath character analysis: The Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale Geoffrey Chaucer,
2016-05-19 Six-hundred-year-old tales with modern relevance. This stunning full-colour edition from
the bestselling Cambridge School Chaucer series explores the complete text of The Wife of Bath's
Prologue and Tale through a wide range of classroom-tested activities and illustrated information,
including a map of the Canterbury pilgrimage, a running synopsis of the action, an explanation of
unfamiliar words and suggestions for study. Cambridge School Chaucer makes medieval life and
language more accessible, helping students appreciate Chaucer's brilliant characters, his wit, sense
of irony and love of controversy.

wife of bath character analysis: The Wife of Bath - a Woman of Conflict Nalini Reimer,
Odense Universitet. Center for Engelsk, 1998

wife of bath character analysis: Nineteenth Century Prose , 2009

wife of bath character analysis: The Masterpieces and the History of Literature, Analysis,
Criticism, Character and Incident Julian Hawthorne, John Porter Lamberton, John Russell Young,
Oliver Herbrand Gordon Leigh, 1902

wife of bath character analysis: Historical Pragmatics Andreas H. Jucker, Irma
Taavitsainen, 2010-09-22 The Handbook of Historical Pragmatics provides an authoritative and
accessible overview of this versatile new field in pragmatics devoted to a diachronic study of
language use and human interaction in context. It covers all areas of historical pragmatics from
grammaticalization theory to pragmatic entities, such as discourse markers, speech acts and
politeness to individual discourse domains from scientific writing to literary discourse. Each
contribution, written by a leading specialist, gives a succinct, representative and up-to-date overview
of research questions, theories, methods and recent developments in the field.

wife of bath character analysis: The Wife of Bath in Afterlife Betsy Bowden, 2017-10-25 By
focusing on one literary character, as interpreted in both verbal art and visual art at a point midway
in time between the author’s era and our own, this study applies methodology appropriate for
overcoming limitations posed by historical periodization and by isolation among academic
specialities. Current trends in Chaucer scholarship call for diachronic afterlife studies like this one,
sometimes termed “medievalism.” So far, however, nearly all such work by-passes the eighteenth
century (here designated 1660-1810). Furthermore, medieval authors’ afterlives during any time
period have not been analyzed by way of the multiple fields of specialization integrated into this
study. The Wife of Bath is regarded through the disciplinary lenses of eighteenth-century literature,
visual art, print marketing, education, folklore, music, equitation, and especially theater both in
London and on the Continent.

wife of bath character analysis: Critical Companion to Chaucer Rosalyn Rossignol, 2006
Examines the life and writings of Geoffrey Chaucer, including detailed synopses of his works,
explanations of literary terms, character portraits, social and historical influences, and more.

wife of bath character analysis: Writing Gender and Genre in Medieval Literature Elaine
Treharne, 2002 Medievalists demonstrate how a focus on gender can transform an approach to
literary texts and genres. The essays in this annual English Association volume provide useful



examples of how the conventions behind and the expectations evoked by literary modes and genres
help to shape what purports to be an entirely essential and/or socially constructed aspect of identity
of the 'he', 'she’, or 'I' of the literary text. Ranging across materials from Old English Biblical poetry
and hagiography to the late Middle English romances and fabliaux, the essays are united by a
commitment to a variety of traditional scholarly methodologies. But each examines afresh an
important aspect of what it means to be man or women, husband, son, mother, daughter, wife,
devotee or love in the context of particular kinds of medieval literary texts. Contributors ANNE
MARIE D'ARCY, HUGH MAGENNIS, DAVID SALTER, MARY SWAN, ELAINE TREHARNE, GREG
WALKER.

wife of bath character analysis: BRITISH POETRY AND DRAMA: 14TH TO 17TH
CENTURY (ENGLISH- MJC-04) Dr. Ramashray Chauhan, Dr. Laxman Yadav, 2024-11-01 B.A,,
THIRD SEMESTER ENGLISH- MJC-04 Uniform Syllabus of all Universities of Bihar According to
National Education Policy (NEP-2020) based on Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) for Four Year
Undergraduate Programme

wife of bath character analysis: Literature and the New Interdisciplinarity Roger D. Sell,
Peter Verdonk, 1994 In recent years there has been an increasing realization that language and
literature are, so to speak, socioculturally consubstantial. Accordingly literary scholars and linguists
now often define their interests in sociohistorical terms, and the 'lang.-lit.' divide is giving way to
shared concerns which are interdisciplinary between the three poles: poetics, linguistics, society. To
illustrate and consolidate this new interdisciplinarity, the editors of this volume have collected a
number of articles specially written by an international team of scholars, including figures of the
highest international distinction. Key interdisciplinary terms such as contextualization, addressivity,
and convention are subjected to critical scrutiny and applied to particular texts. Some of the most
widely canvassed theories of communication and literature, particularly Sperber and Wilson's
relevance theory and Bakhtin's sociolinguistic poetics, are carefully assessed and extended to new
areas. And there are contextualizing approaches to phenomena such as genre, historical genre
modulation, irony, metaphor, Modernist impersonality, unreliable narration, informal style, and
literary gossip. The book's argument is carefully structured. An extensive introduction outlines the
general background of ideas and the thirteen articles are grouped into four main sections, linked
together by a clear line of questioning and discussion which is made explicit in sectional
introductions. The book is addressed to established scholars, postgraduate students, and advanced
undergraduates who are interested in linguistics, literary theory, literary criticism, and sociocultural
history and searching for ways of bringing these branches of learning into synergetic relation with
each other.

wife of bath character analysis: Standing in the Shadow of the Master? Chaucerian Influences
and Interpretations Kathleen A. Bishop with a Foreword by David Matthews, 2020-05-22 Standing in
the Shadow of the Master? Chaucerian Influences and Interpretations grew out of a session at the
2008 International Medieval Congress at the University of Leeds. In this volume Editor Kathleen A.
Bishop brings together a collection of essays contributed by a talented and diverse group of scholars
from the United States, Canada, and Europe. The articles question the traditional supremacy of
Chaucer in the canon while also reaffirming the lasting impact of this great English writer of the
Middle Ages. Topics covered include Shakespeare, Lydgate, Gower, Henryson, Douglas, Clanvowe,
Bokenham, and the Gawain Poet, as well as a modern psychoanalytic assessment of the Wife of Bath,
and a dialogue on making Chaucer relevant to undergraduates immersed in 21st century culture.

wife of bath character analysis: New Considerations and Best Practices for Training Special
Education Teachers Bell, Jeremy, 2022-02-18 The topic of special education is rich in knowledge and
pedagogy that covers multiple disciplines within the school environment. Many special educators
complete graduate degrees and explore a variety of topics within the special education context;
however, there is a need for more resources that provide essential knowledge to special education
professionals. New Considerations and Best Practices for Training Special Education Teachers
discusses best practices and strategies special education professionals require to become more




proficient in teaching students with exceptional needs and addresses the most important
components of the special education teacher’s job. Serving as a guide of what a special educator
must know to be effective within the classroom and providing an overview of the most important
components of the special education teacher’s job, the needs of the special educator, along with new
research in the field, this timely book covers a range of topics such as assistive technologies and
special education law. It is ideal for special education teachers, industry professionals, guidance
counselors, academicians, professors, researchers, practitioners, and students.

wife of bath character analysis: A New Companion to Chaucer Peter Brown, 2019-06-10 The
extensively revised and expanded version of the acclaimed Companion to Chaucer An essential text
for both established scholars and those seeking to expand their knowledge of Chaucer studies, A
New Companion to Chaucer is an authoritative and up-to-date survey of Chaucer scholarship.
Rigorous yet accessible, this book helps readers to identify current debates, recognize historical and
literary context, and to understand how particular concepts and theories affect the interpretation of
Chaucer’s texts. Chaucer specialists from around the globe offer contributions that range from
updates of long-standing scholarship on biography, language, women, and social structures, to
original research in new areas such as ideology, the afterlife, patronage, and sexuality. In presenting
conflicting perspectives and ideological differences, this stimulating volume encourages readers to
explore additional paths of inquiry and engage in lively and informed debate. Each chapter of the
Companion, organized by issues and themes, balances textual analysis and cultural context by
grounding the reader in existing scholarship. Key issues from specific passages are discussed with
an annotated bibliography provided for reference and further reading. Compiled with all students of
Chaucer in mind, this important volume: Presents contributions from both established and emerging
specialists Explores the circumstances in which Chaucer wrote, such as the political and religious
issues of his time Includes numerous close readings of selected poems Provides points of entry to a
wide range of approaches to Chaucer’s works Incorporates original research, fresh perspectives,
and updated additions to Chaucer scholarship A New Companion to Chaucer is a valuable and
enduring resource for scholars, teachers, and students of medieval literature and medieval studies,
as well as the general reader interested in interpretations and historical contexts of Chaucer’s
writings.

wife of bath character analysis: New Directions in Later Medieval Manuscript Studies
Derek Pearsall, 2000 Influential scholars from Britain and North America discuss future directions in
rapidly expanding field of manuscript study. The study of manuscripts is one of the most active areas
of current research in medieval studies: manuscripts are the basic primary material evidence for
literary scholars, historians and art-historians alike, and there has been an explosion of interest over
the past twenty years. Manuscript study has developed enormously: codices are no longer treated as
inert witnesses to a culture whose character has already been determined by the modern scholar,
but are active participants in a process of exploration and discovery. The articles collected here
discuss the future of this process and vital questions about manuscript study for tomorrow's
explorers. They deal with codicology and book production, with textual criticism, with the material
structure of the medieval book, with the relation of manuscripts to literary culture, to social history
and to the medieval theatre, and with the importance to manuscript study of the emerging
technology of computerised digitisation and hypertext display. The essays provide an
end-of-millennium perspective on the most vigorous developments in a rapidly expanding field of
study. Contributors: A.L. Doyle, C. David Benson, Martha W. Driver, ]J.P. Gumbert, Kathryn
Kerby-Fulton, Linne R. Mooney, Eckehard Simon, Alison Stones, John Thompson. DEREK PEARSALL
is former Professor and Co-Director of the Centre for Medieval Studies, York, and Professor of
English at Harvard University.

wife of bath character analysis: From Chaucer's Pardoner to Shakespeare's Iago Maik Goth,
2009 In The Western Canon: The Books and School of the Ages the American critic Harold Bloom
claims that Shakespeare drew on Chaucer's Pardoner when creating the villain Iago for his Othello.
This book turns Bloom's observation of influences within the canon of Western literature into a more



complex intermedial analysis of dramatic and literary traditions at the waning of the Middle Ages
and the dawn of the Renaissance. The discussion of verbal and non-verbal codes in Chaucer's
presentation of the Pardoner and Shakespeare's depiction of lago sheds light on the various strands
of the Vice's development, and shows that Chaucer's pilgrim, who descends obliquely from the stage
Vices, stands at the very beginning of the Vice tradition, while Iago is a late development of him,
who adapts his role to new dramatic challenges.

wife of bath character analysis: The Canterbury Tales Derek Pearsall, 2013-05-13 This
classic and eminently readable work provides a full critical introduction to the complete Canterbury
Tales. Essential reading for students of Chaucer.
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