wilkins clinical practice of the
dental hygienist

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist is an essential resource
widely recognized in the field of dental hygiene education and practice. This
comprehensive textbook offers in-depth coverage of the foundational concepts,
clinical techniques, and professional responsibilities that dental hygienists
must master to provide optimal patient care. It integrates the latest
evidence-based practices with practical guidance, helping practitioners
develop skills in patient assessment, preventive care, and therapeutic
interventions. The book also emphasizes the importance of patient
communication, ethical considerations, and the evolving role of the dental
hygienist in interdisciplinary healthcare teams. This article explores the
key components of wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist,
detailing its structure, clinical applications, and its significance in
shaping competent dental hygiene professionals. The discussion will include
an overview of patient care protocols, instrumentation techniques, and the
integration of new technologies in dental hygiene practice.
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Overview of Wilkins Clinical Practice of the
Dental Hygienist

Wilkins Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist is a cornerstone text in
dental hygiene education, authored by Esther M. Wilkins. It is designed to
provide a thorough understanding of dental hygiene theory and practice,
supporting the development of clinical competence and critical thinking. The
textbook covers a broad range of topics including anatomy, physiology, oral
pathology, patient management, and specific dental hygiene procedures. The
content is structured to guide students from foundational knowledge to
advanced clinical application, making it a valuable reference for both
learners and practicing hygienists. The text is regularly updated to reflect



current best practices and emerging trends in oral healthcare.

Patient Assessment and Diagnosis

Comprehensive Patient Evaluation

One of the fundamental aspects highlighted in wilkins clinical practice of
the dental hygienist is the comprehensive patient assessment. This includes
gathering detailed medical and dental histories, performing clinical
examinations, and utilizing diagnostic tools such as radiographs. Accurate
assessment is essential for identifying oral health conditions, risk factors,
and patient needs. The book emphasizes the importance of systematic data
collection and documentation to support effective treatment planning and
patient education.

Risk Assessment and Diagnosis

The text provides detailed guidance on assessing risk factors for periodontal
disease, caries, and other oral conditions. This involves evaluating
behaviors, systemic health issues, and environmental influences that affect
oral health. The diagnostic process incorporates interpretation of clinical
findings to establish dental hygiene diagnoses, which serve as the foundation
for individualized care plans. Wilkins stresses the collaboration between
dental hygienists and dentists in formulating comprehensive diagnoses and
treatment strategies.

Clinical Procedures and Instrumentation

Instrumentation Techniques

Wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist offers an extensive review
of instrumentation used in dental hygiene practice. This includes manual and
ultrasonic instruments for scaling, root planing, and debridement. The text
details the correct handling, adaptation, and angulation of instruments to
ensure effective plaque and calculus removal while minimizing patient
discomfort. Proper instrument maintenance and sterilization protocols are
also covered to uphold infection control standards.

Clinical Procedures

The book outlines a wide range of clinical procedures performed by dental
hygienists, including prophylaxis, periodontal therapy, fluoride application,
sealant placement, and soft tissue management. Each procedure is described



step-by-step, accompanied by indications, contraindications, and patient
management considerations. Emphasis is placed on evidence-based techniques to
maximize therapeutic outcomes and enhance patient safety.

Preventive and Therapeutic Interventions

Oral Hygiene Instruction and Education

A key component of wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist is the
focus on preventive care through patient education. Dental hygienists are
trained to deliver personalized oral hygiene instructions that empower
patients to maintain optimal oral health. The book discusses behavioral
modification strategies, motivational interviewing, and the use of
educational materials tailored to diverse populations.

Therapeutic Modalities

Beyond prevention, the text describes various therapeutic interventions aimed
at managing periodontal disease and other oral conditions. These include
scaling and root planing, local delivery of antimicrobials, and supportive
periodontal therapy. The integration of systemic health considerations and
adjunctive therapies is also explored to provide holistic patient care.

Professionalism and Ethical Practice

Ethical Responsibilities

Wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist stresses the importance of
ethical conduct in dental hygiene practice. This encompasses maintaining
patient confidentiality, obtaining informed consent, and adhering to legal
regulations governing clinical practice. The text encourages dental
hygienists to advocate for patient rights and promote equitable access to
oral healthcare.

Interprofessional Collaboration

The role of the dental hygienist as part of the broader healthcare team is
emphasized, highlighting the need for effective communication and
collaboration with dentists, physicians, and other healthcare providers. The
book outlines professional behaviors, continuing education, and leadership
skills essential for advancing the dental hygiene profession and improving
patient outcomes.



Advancements and Technology Integration

Incorporation of New Technologies

Wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist addresses the integration
of emerging technologies in dental hygiene practice. This includes digital
radiography, laser therapy, and electronic health records. The text provides
guidance on the benefits, limitations, and practical applications of these
technologies to enhance diagnostic accuracy and treatment efficiency.

Continuing Education and Research

The importance of lifelong learning and engagement with current research is a
recurring theme. The book encourages dental hygienists to stay informed about
scientific advancements and evidence-based practices. Participation in
professional organizations and research activities supports the ongoing
development of clinical skills and contributes to the evolution of dental
hygiene care standards.

Key Components of Wilkins Clinical Practice of
the Dental Hygienist

e Comprehensive coverage of dental hygiene theory and clinical practice

Step-by-step procedural guidance with evidence-based approaches

Emphasis on patient-centered care and communication

Detailed instruction on instrumentation and infection control

Focus on ethical practice and professional development

e Incorporation of technological innovations and research

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Wilkins' Clinical
Practice of the Dental Hygienist?

The primary focus of Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist is to
provide comprehensive guidance on the roles, responsibilities, and techniques



essential for dental hygienists to promote oral health and prevent dental
diseases.

How does Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist address infection control?

Wilkins' emphasizes strict infection control protocols, including the use of
personal protective equipment, sterilization of instruments, and adherence to
standard precautions to ensure safety for both patients and dental
professionals.

What new content is included in the latest edition
of Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist?

The latest edition includes updated evidence-based practices, advances in

dental technology, expanded information on systemic health connections, and
enhanced patient education strategies.

How does Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist prepare students for clinical practice?

It provides detailed step-by-step procedures, case studies, assessment tools,
and clinical tips that help students develop critical thinking and practical
skills necessary for effective patient care.

What role does patient education play according to
Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist?

Patient education is highlighted as a vital component for promoting oral
health, empowering patients with knowledge about preventive care, and
encouraging behavioral changes to maintain oral hygiene.

How are periodontal diseases covered in Wilkins'
Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist?

The book offers comprehensive information on the etiology, diagnosis, and
management of periodontal diseases, along with clinical techniques for
scaling, root planing, and maintenance therapy.

Does Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist include guidance on ethical and legal
issues?

Yes, it addresses ethical responsibilities, patient confidentiality, informed
consent, and legal considerations pertinent to dental hygienist practice.



What does Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist suggest about the use of dental
radiography?

It provides guidelines on the safe and effective use of dental radiography,
including patient positioning, exposure techniques, and radiation safety
measures.

How is pain management discussed in Wilkins'
Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist?

Pain management is discussed through various methods such as local anesthesia
administration, patient communication, and behavioral techniques to minimize
discomfort during dental procedures.

Can Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist be used as a reference for continuing
education?

Yes, it serves as a comprehensive reference for both students and practicing
dental hygienists seeking to update their knowledge and skills for continuing
professional development.

Additional Resources

1. Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist

This comprehensive textbook is a cornerstone for dental hygiene education,
providing detailed information on clinical techniques, patient care, and
preventive strategies. It covers topics ranging from oral anatomy and
pathology to instrumentation and patient education. The book is well-
illustrated, making complex concepts easier to understand for students and
practitioners alike.

2. Fundamentals of Periodontal Instrumentation and Advanced Root
Instrumentation

This book focuses on the essential skills and advanced techniques necessary
for effective periodontal instrumentation. It complements Wilkins' text by
emphasizing the importance of precision and care in scaling and root planing
procedures. Dental hygienists gain practical guidance on maintaining
periodontal health through detailed case studies and step-by-step
instructions.

3. Dental Hygiene: Theory and Practice

A widely used resource that covers the theoretical foundations and practical
applications of dental hygiene. It discusses patient assessment, oral
diseases, and the role of the dental hygienist in promoting oral health. The
book integrates evidence-based practices and highlights current trends in



dental hygiene care.

4. Clinical Companion to Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist
This companion guide provides a concise, easy-to-reference summary of key
concepts from Wilkins' main text. It is ideal for quick reviews and clinical
application, featuring charts, tables, and clinical tips. Students and
clinicians can use it as a handy tool during patient care or exam
preparation.

5. Dental Hygiene: Clinical Practice and Patient Management

This book emphasizes the patient management aspect of dental hygiene,
including communication skills, ethical considerations, and cultural
competence. It pairs clinical procedures with strategies for building rapport
and ensuring patient compliance. The text is designed to prepare dental
hygienists for real-world challenges in diverse clinical settings.

6. Oral Pathology for the Dental Hygienist

Focusing on oral diseases and their manifestations, this book aids dental
hygienists in recognizing and understanding pathological conditions. It
provides detailed descriptions, diagnostic criteria, and treatment
considerations for a variety of oral health issues. The text enhances the
hygienist’s role in early detection and referral.

7. Pharmacology for the Dental Hygienist

This resource covers the basics of pharmacology relevant to dental hygiene
practice, including drug classifications, mechanisms, and interactions. It
highlights medications commonly encountered in dental settings and their
implications for patient care. The book supports safe and effective use of
pharmacological agents in treatment planning.

8. Periodontology for the Dental Hygienist

A specialized text that delves into the anatomy, etiology, and treatment of
periodontal diseases. It complements Wilkins' clinical approaches with in-
depth periodontal science and therapeutic techniques. The book is valuable
for dental hygienists seeking to expand their expertise in managing
periodontal health.

9. Dental Radiography: Principles and Techniques

This book provides a thorough overview of dental radiographic procedures,
safety protocols, and image interpretation. It is essential for dental
hygienists to understand radiography’s role in diagnosis and treatment
planning. The text includes practical tips for producing high-quality images
while minimizing patient exposure to radiation.
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wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist Linda D. Boyd, Lisa F. Mallonee, 2023-06-05 Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist, Fourteenth Edition progresses through crucial topics in dental hygiene in a
straightforward format to ensure students develop the knowledge and skills they need for
successful, evidence-based practice in today's rapidly changing oral health care environment. This
cornerstone text, used in almost every dental hygiene education program in the country, has been
meticulously updated by previous co-authors, Linda Boyd, and Lisa Mallonee to even better meet the
needs of today's students and faculty, while reflecting the current state of practice in dental hygiene.
Maintaining the hallmark outline format, the Fourteenth Edition continues to offer the breadth and
depth of coverage necessary not only for foundation courses bur for use throughout the entire dental
hygiene curriculum.

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist Linda D. Boyd, Lisa F. Mallonee, Charlotte J. Wyche, Jane F. Halaris, 2020-01-22 Staying
true to Esther Wilkins’ pioneering vision that made her best-selling text the “Bible” for dental
hygienists, Wilkins’ Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, Thirteenth Edition progresses through
crucial topics in dental hygiene in a straightforward format to ensure students develop the
knowledge and skills they need for successful, evidence-based practice in today’s rapidly changing
oral health care environment. This cornerstone text, used in almost every dental hygiene education
program in the country, has been meticulously updated by previous co-authors, Linda Boyd and
Charlotte Wyche, and new co-author Lisa Mallonee to even better meet the needs of today’s students
and faculty, while reflecting the current state of practice in dental hygiene. Maintaining the
hallmark outline format, the Thirteenth Edition continues to offer the breadth and depth necessary
not only for foundation courses but for use throughout the entire dental hygiene curriculum.

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist Esther M. Wilkins, 2010-05-05 From the Publisher: The cornerstone text of almost every
dental hygienists library is now in its thoroughly updated Tenth Edition. Written in a
straightforward, concise outline format, this text equips both students and practitioners with the
clinical and educational skills needed for successful practice. Features include full-color artwork and
photographs, case-based exercises, procedure boxes, and ethics boxes. The Tenth Edition presents
the latest technical advances and research findings and includes a new chapter on teeth whitening.

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Active Learning Workbook for Wilkins’
Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist Jane F. Halaris, Charlotte J. Wyche, 2020-01-16 Designed to
accompany Wilkins’ Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, Thirteenth Edition, this engaging
active-learning workbook reinforces important concepts of the main text

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: BOOK ALONE: Wilkins' Clinical
Practice of the Dental Hygienist 14E Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC, 2023-06-19 Wilkins'
Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, Fourteenth Edition progresses through crucial topics in
dental hygiene in a straightforward format to ensure students develop the knowledge and skills they
need for successful, evidence-based practice in today's rapidly changing oral health care
environment.This cornerstone text, used in almost every dental hygiene education program in the
country, has been meticulously updated by previous co-authors, Linda Boyd, and Lisa Mallonee to
even better meet the needs of today's students and faculty, while reflecting the current state of
practice in dental hygiene. Maintaining the hallmark outline format, the Fourteenth Edition
continues to offer the breadth and depth of coverage necessary not only for foundation courses bur
for use throughout the entire dental hygiene curriculum.The workbook is now included with
Navigate Premier Access! The engaging workbook reinforces important concepts of the main text
and provides hands-on exercises that put those concepts into practice.Key Features and Updates of
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the Fourteenth Edition:Chapters have been extensively updated with the best available evidence,
edited, and reorganized to minimize redundancy.New content areas include: new sections on
airborne transmission of disease (including coronavirus), new information on respiratory protection,
new data on infection control related to aerosol generating procedures, updates related to silver
diamine fluoride (SDF), and much more! A step-by-step format of instruction covers all aspects of
dental hygiene from radiologic diagnosis and technique to treating patients with special needs and
dental/medical areas of concern, such as infectious disease, allergic reactions, blood disorders, and
medications.Each new print copy includes Navigate Premier Access that unlocks an interactive
eBook, Navigate TestPrep, video, and much more. © 2023 | 1312 pages

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Student Workbook for Clinical Practice of
the Dental Hygienist 11th Edition Charlotte ] Wyche, Rdh, MS, Charlotte J. Wyche, Esther M.
Wilkins, Esther M Wilkins, Bs, Rdh, DMD, 2012-01-09 Designed to accompany the Eleventh Edition
of Lippincott Williams & Wilkins cornerstone textbook Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, this
workbook reinforces all the important dental hygiene concepts that you are learning. Moreover, it
provides plenty of opportunities to put these concepts into practice. You 1l gain a solid command of
all the assessment, planning, treatment, communication, and documentation skills needed to
succeed as a dental hygienist. Designed to accompany Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist, this workbook helps the student review and assess their understanding of the concepts
and skills presented in the text. The workbook contains a variety of exercise types to engage and
motivate the student.

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist with Navigate 2 Preferred Access with Workbook Linda D. Boyd, Lisa F. Mallonee,
Charlotte J. Wyche, Jane F. Halaris, 2020-01-30 The bundle includes Active Learning Workbook for
Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist and Navigate 2 Preferred Access that unlocks a
comprehensive and interactive eBook, Navigate 2 TestPrep, student practice activities and
assessments, a full suite of instructor resources, and learning analytics reporting tools. Staying true
to Esther Wilkins' pioneering vision that made her best-selling text the Bible for dental hygienists,
Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, Thirteenth Edition progresses through crucial
topics in dental hygiene in a straightforward format to ensure students develop the knowledge and
skills they need for successful, evidence-based practice in today's rapidly changing oral health care
environment. This cornerstone text, used in almost every dental hygiene education program in the
country, has been meticulously updated by previous co-authors, Linda Boyd and Charlotte Wyche,
and new co-author Lisa Mallonee to even better meet the needs of today's students and faculty,
while reflecting the current state of practice in dental hygiene. Maintaining the hallmark outline
format, the Thirteenth Edition continues to offer the breadth and depth necessary not only for
foundation courses but for use throughout the entire dental hygiene curriculum.

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Prepu for Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the
Dental Hygienist Esther M Wilkins, Bs, Rdh, DMD, 2014-11

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Wilkins' Clinical Practice of Dental
Hygienist 13th Edition Helen Negassi, 2019-12-02 Each new print copy includes Navigate 2
Preferred Access that unlocks a comprehensive and interactive eBook, Navigate 2 TestPrep, student
practice activities and assessments, a full suite of instructor resources, and learning analytics
reporting tools. Staying true to Esther Wilkins' pioneering vision that made her best-selling text the
Bible for dental hygienists, Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, Thirteenth Edition
progresses through crucial topics in dental hygiene in a straightforward format to ensure students
develop the knowledge and skills they need for successful, evidence-based practice in today's rapidly
changing oral health care environment. This cornerstone text, used in almost every dental hygiene
education program in the country, has been meticulously updated by previous co-authors, Linda
Boyd and Charlotte Wyche, and new co-author Lisa Mallonee to even better meet the needs of
today's students and faculty, while reflecting the current state of practice in dental hygiene.
Maintaining the hallmark outline format, the Thirteenth Edition continues to offer the breadth and




depth necessary not only for foundation courses but for use throughout the entire dental hygiene
curriculum.

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist Esther M. Wilkins, 2013 Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist is the cornerstone text
in almost every dental hygiene education program. Written by one of the preeminent voices in dental
hygiene education, this text provides students and practitioners with the knowledge and skills for
successful practice as a dental hygienist. This comprehensive book progresses through crucial topics
in dental hygiene in a straightforward, outline format, making information easy to locate,
understand, and reference. Following the standards for Clinical Dental Hygiene Practice, as set forth
by the American Dental Hygienists Association, this eleventh edition has been revised to cover new
technology as well as additional core concepts in the field, such as culturally sensitive
communication and evidence-based practice. In addition, this new edition brings more focus on
documentation as part of the dental hygiene profession.

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Active Learning Workbook for Wilkins’
Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist Jane F. Halaris, Charlotte ]J. Wyche, 2020-01-16 Designed to
accompany Wilkins’ Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, Thirteenth Edition, this engaging
active-learning workbook reinforces important concepts of the main text

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Wilkins Clinical Practice for the Dental
Hygienist, 10th Ed + Nield-gehrig Patient Assessment ... Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2009

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Student Workbook for Clinical Practice of
the Dental Hygienist Charlotte J. Wyche, Charlotte ] Wyche, Rdh, MS, Esther M Wilkins, Bs, Rdh,
DMD, Esther M. Wilkins, 2008-03-26 This workbook provides a range of exercises to reinforce
students' understanding of key concepts and strengthen the foundation they'll need in dental
hygiene practice. The progression of exercises encourages students to master fundamental concepts,
build competency, and gain the ability to think critically. Some of the exercises will help the student
practice making patient care decisions. This edition uses more patient case studies as the basis for
exercises, and includes a Questions Patients Ask feature with guidelines on how to respond. An
evidence-based primer outlines the basics of providing evidence-based dental hygiene care.

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist with Patient Assessment and Found. of Periodontal Instr Linda D Boyd, 2023-06-19

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Active Learning Workbook for Clinical
Practice of the Dental Hygienist Charlotte | Wyche, Rdh, MS, Charlotte J. Wyche, Esther M.
Wilkins, Jane F. Halaris, 2016-01-05 Designed to accompany Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist, Twelfth Edition, this unique active learning workbook reinforces the important concepts
of the main text and provides hands-on practice in putting those concepts into practice. Each
chapter provides an array of engaging skill builders to help students master the assessment,
planning, treatment, communication, and documentation skills they need to succeed as dental
hygienists. Reflecting the changes in the main text, the Twelfth Edition is enhanced by a new
user-friendly two-color design, an increased emphasis on critical thinking skills, and a stronger focus
on helping students make the transition from the classroom to practice.'

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist Esther M. Wilkins, Esther M Wilkins, Bs, Rdh, DMD, Alvarez, University Lecturer in
Physiology Robert Wilkins, 1998-05-01

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Active Learning Workbook for Wilkins
Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist Linda D. Boyd, 2023

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist, by Esther M. Wilkins and Patricia A. McCullough Esther M. Wilkins, 1964

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: Bundle: Wilkins' Clinical Practice of
Dental Hyg, Gehrig Foundations of Perio, Gehrig Periodontal Instrumentation Jill S Gehrig,
2023-08-11

wilkins clinical practice of the dental hygienist: A Little Book of Dental Hygienists' Rules -




Revised Reprint Esther M Wilkins, Bs, Rdh, DMD, Esther M. Wilkins, 2013-06-24 Written by the guru
of dental hygiene, this little book of rules is about the practice, patients, colleagues, and challenges
that face dental hygienists every day. Short and easy to read, it captures the humor of the job and
gives sound advice, excellent tips, and refreshing positive reinforcement. It's a small treasure trove
of wit and wisdom.
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Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist: 9781284255997 Wilkins' Clinical Practice
of the Dental Hygienist, Fourteenth Edition progresses through crucial topics in dental hygiene in a
straightforward format to ensure students develop the knowledge

Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist - Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental
Hygienist, Fourteenth Edition progresses through crucial topics in dental hygiene in a
straightforward format to ensure students develop

Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist - VitalSource Maintaining the hallmark
outline format, the Fourteenth Edition continues to offer the breadth and depth of coverage
necessary not only for foundation courses bur for use throughout the entire

Wilkins’ Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist 14th Edition A step-by-step format of
instruction covers all aspects of dental hygiene from radiologic diagnosis and technique to treating
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Wilkins’ Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist, 13th Edition Now featuring a brand-new
chapter, expanded information related to diagnosis, and streamlined content, the thirteenth edition
continues to offer the breadth and depth necessary to make it an

Wilkins’ Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist Chapter 39 Nonsurgical Periodontal Therapy
and Adjunctive Therapy was updated based on the most recent practice guidelines for treatment of
Stage 1-II periodontal disease

Wilkins' Clinical Practice of the Dental Hygienist: - Navigate transforms the traditional
teaching and learning environment by bringing together authoritative and interactive content
aligned to course objectives. Evaluate your
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straightforward format to ensure students develop

The Critical Role of Dental Hygiene in Oral-Systemic Health: This article reviews current
evidence linking oral and systemic disease, summarizes the effect of periodontal interventions on
systemic outcomes, describes the roles and competencies of
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