will the humane society take my dog

will the humane society take my dog is a common question among pet owners facing
difficult circumstances. When someone can no longer care for their dog, whether due to
financial strain, relocation, or other personal reasons, the Humane Society often comes to
mind as a potential solution. Understanding the policies, procedures, and requirements of
the Humane Society regarding dog intake is crucial for making informed decisions. This
article explores various aspects of whether the Humane Society will accept your dog, what
alternatives exist, and how to prepare your pet for surrender if necessary. Additionally, it
covers helpful tips on finding the right resources and ensuring the well-being of your dog
during this process. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview to help pet
owners navigate this challenging situation effectively.

e Understanding the Role of the Humane Society

e Will the Humane Society Take My Dog? Intake Policies

e Preparing Your Dog for Surrender

¢ Alternatives to Surrendering Your Dog to the Humane Society

e What to Expect After Surrendering Your Dog

Understanding the Role of the Humane Society

The Humane Society is an organization dedicated to animal welfare, including rescue,
sheltering, and adoption services. It plays a critical role in protecting animals from neglect,
abuse, and abandonment. However, it is important to understand that the Humane Society
is not a governmental animal control agency, but rather a nonprofit entity with limited
resources. They rely heavily on donations, volunteers, and community support to fulfill their
mission.

Mission and Services Provided

The core mission of the Humane Society involves rescuing animals in distress, providing
medical care, shelter, and eventually finding permanent homes through adoption programs.
Many local Humane Societies also offer spay/neuter services, educational outreach, and lost
and found pet assistance. While they do take in surrendered animals, their capacity is often
limited due to high demand and funding constraints.



Limitations and Capacity Constraints

Because the Humane Society operates within budget and space limitations, they cannot
guarantee acceptance of every animal brought to them. Their policies vary by location and
may depend on factors such as the dog’s health, behavior, breed, and the current shelter
population. Some branches operate as “no-kill” shelters, which means they prioritize saving
lives but may have strict intake policies to maintain their standards.

Will the Humane Society Take My Dog? Intake
Policies

One of the most crucial questions pet owners ask is whether the Humane Society will take
their dog. While many branches are willing to accept surrendered pets, it is not an
automatic process and depends on several conditions. Understanding the intake policies
can help set realistic expectations.

Criteria for Dog Acceptance

The Humane Society generally evaluates dogs based on health, temperament, and
available space. Dogs that are aggressive, severely ill, or require extensive medical care
may face restrictions. Some shelters prioritize animals found as strays or those rescued
from abusive situations. Others may accept dogs surrendered by their owners, but often
with an appointment or after completing an intake questionnaire.

Appointment and Intake Procedures

Most Humane Society locations encourage or require pet owners to schedule an
appointment before surrendering a dog. This helps manage resources and ensures that
staff can assess the dog properly. During intake, owners might need to provide vaccination
records, medical history, and information about the dog’s behavior. This process also allows
shelter staff to determine the best course of action for the dog’s care and potential
adoption.

Fees and Donations

Some Humane Societies charge surrender fees to help cover the costs of care and
sheltering. These fees can vary widely depending on the location and the dog's size or
health condition. While fees may pose a barrier for some owners, they contribute to the
overall welfare of the animals housed at the facility.

Preparing Your Dog for Surrender

If surrendering a dog to the Humane Society is unavoidable, proper preparation can



improve the experience for both the dog and the shelter staff. Taking certain steps
beforehand helps ensure the dog’s transition into the shelter environment is as smooth as
possible.

Gathering Necessary Documentation

Before bringing your dog to the Humane Society, collect all relevant documents such as
vaccination records, microchip information, and any medical or behavioral history. These
documents assist shelter staff in providing appropriate care and facilitate the rehoming
process.

Behavioral Assessment and Notes

Providing detailed behavioral information about your dog, including temperament around
people and other animals, favorite activities, and any known triggers, can help shelter staff
tailor their care. This information is valuable for matching the dog to a suitable adopter and
ensuring safety within the shelter.

Physical Preparation

Ensure your dog is clean, well-fed, and comfortable before surrender. Bringing familiar
items such as a blanket or toy can reduce stress and anxiety during the transition.
Additionally, walking your dog prior to arrival can help expend energy and minimize
nervous behaviors.

Alternatives to Surrendering Your Dog to the
Humane Society

In many cases, surrendering a dog to the Humane Society is a last resort. Exploring
alternative options may help keep the dog in a loving environment or find a more suitable
placement.

Rehoming Through Personal Networks

Friends, family members, coworkers, or neighbors may be interested or able to adopt your
dog. Utilizing social media platforms and community groups can also expand the reach to
potential adopters who align with your dog’s needs.

Breed-Specific Rescue Organizations

Many breeds have dedicated rescue groups that specialize in rehoming dogs of particular
breeds or types. These organizations often have more tailored resources and can provide a



better fit for your dog’s characteristics and requirements.

Working with Professional Rehoming Services

Some nonprofits and businesses offer rehoming assistance, including screening adopters
and facilitating transitions. These services may charge fees but generally provide a more
controlled and supportive rehoming process.

Temporary Foster Care

If the issue is temporary, seeking foster homes can provide a safe, supportive environment
for your dog until circumstances improve. Local shelters or rescue groups often maintain
foster networks that can be accessed for short-term care.

What to Expect After Surrendering Your Dog

Understanding what happens after surrendering a dog to the Humane Society can help
prepare owners emotionally and practically for the process. Each shelter has its own
protocols, but some common steps include medical evaluation, behavior assessment, and
efforts to find a new home.

Medical and Behavioral Evaluation

Upon intake, shelter veterinarians will perform health checks to identify any ilinesses,
injuries, or special needs. Behavioral assessments are conducted to gauge temperament,
socialization, and suitability for adoption. These evaluations guide the care plan and help
determine the best placement options.

Adoption Process and Waiting Periods

Most Humane Societies have a holding or quarantine period, especially for stray or
unknown dogs, to comply with local regulations and ensure the animal’s health and safety.
During this time, staff work to find suitable adopters. The dog’s stay length depends on
demand, behavior, and health.

Potential Outcomes

While many dogs find new homes through the Humane Society, outcomes can vary. Factors
influencing placement include the dog’s age, breed, behavior, and medical conditions.
Some shelters operate no-kill policies, while others may have to make difficult decisions
based on their capacity.



Support Services for Former Owners

Some Humane Societies offer resources and counseling to help owners cope with the
surrender process and provide guidance on responsible pet ownership moving forward.
These services aim to improve animal welfare and reduce the likelihood of future
surrenders.

Summary of Key Considerations When Asking
"Will the Humane Society Take My Dog"

When contemplating whether the Humane Society will take your dog, it is essential to
understand the specific policies and capacities of your local shelter. Preparing your dog and
exploring alternatives can improve outcomes for both the pet and the owner. Coordination
with shelter staff and transparency about your dog’s needs contribute to a smoother intake
process and increase the chances of successful rehoming.

Research local Humane Society policies and appointment requirements.

Prepare documentation and behavioral information before surrender.

Consider alternative rehoming options such as breed rescues or personal networks.

Understand the intake, evaluation, and adoption procedures of shelters.

e Seek support services offered by animal welfare organizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Will the Humane Society take my dog if | can no longer
care for it?

Yes, many Humane Society locations accept dogs that owners can no longer care for, but
it's best to contact your local branch directly to understand their intake policies and
availability.

Do | need to make an appointment to surrender my dog
to the Humane Society?

Most Humane Society shelters require you to make an appointment before surrendering
your dog to ensure they have space and resources to care for your pet.



Are there any fees involved when surrendering my dog
to the Humane Society?

Some Humane Society shelters may charge a small surrender fee to help cover the costs of
caring for your dog, though this varies by location. It's advisable to check with your local
shelter for specific details.

What information or documents do | need to provide
when giving my dog to the Humane Society?

Typically, you will need to provide identification, vaccination records, and any medical
history of your dog when surrendering them to the Humane Society to ensure proper care
and rehoming.

Will the Humane Society euthanize my dog if |
surrender it?

The Humane Society aims to find adoptive homes for all animals; however, policies vary by
location and factors such as the dog's health, behavior, and shelter capacity may influence
outcomes. It's best to discuss these concerns directly with your local shelter.

Additional Resources

1. Will the Humane Society Take My Dog? A Pet Owner’s Guide

This comprehensive guide helps pet owners understand the policies and procedures of the
Humane Society when it comes to accepting dogs. It covers topics such as surrendering
pets, adoption processes, and alternatives to relinquishing a dog. The book also offers
advice on preparing your dog for a new home and understanding your legal rights and
responsibilities.

2. Understanding Animal Shelters: What to Expect When You Surrender Your Dog

This book provides an in-depth look into animal shelters, focusing on what happens when a
dog is surrendered. It explains the intake process, the care dogs receive, and the chances
of adoption. Readers will find practical tips on how to make the transition easier for their
pets and how shelters operate to promote animal welfare.

3. Alternatives to Surrendering Your Dog: Keeping Pets in Loving Homes

For pet owners facing difficult decisions, this book explores alternatives to giving up a dog
to the Humane Society or other shelters. It discusses options such as rehoming through
trusted networks, training and behavior support, and community resources. The author
emphasizes the emotional impact on both pets and owners and offers compassionate
solutions.

4. Adoption and Surrender Policies of Humane Societies: What You Need to Know

This informative book outlines the common policies that Humane Societies follow regarding
dog intake and adoption. It highlights key factors that influence whether a dog will be
accepted, including health, behavior, and shelter capacity. The book also provides guidance
on how to communicate effectively with shelter staff and prepare your dog for adoption.



5. Preparing Your Dog for Life After the Shelter

Aimed at those who have surrendered or adopted dogs through the Humane Society, this
book focuses on the transition period. It offers practical advice on helping dogs adjust to
new environments, build trust, and overcome stress. Readers will learn about the emotional
needs of dogs during this vulnerable time and how to support their well-being.

6. The Humane Society and You: Navigating Pet Surrender and Adoption

This book serves as a friendly resource for pet owners who are considering surrendering
their dog or adopting from the Humane Society. It covers the entire process from initial
contact to final adoption or surrender, including paperwork, fees, and veterinary care. The
author also addresses common myths and offers reassurance to pet owners.

7. Saving Shelter Dogs: Stories and Strategies from the Humane Society

Through inspiring stories and practical advice, this book highlights efforts made by the
Humane Society to save and rehome dogs in need. It showcases successful rescue
missions, foster care programs, and community outreach initiatives. Readers will gain
insight into the dedication of shelter workers and volunteers who strive to improve dogs’
lives.

8. How to Find a New Home for Your Dog: A Humane Society Perspective

This guidebook provides step-by-step instructions for pet owners seeking to rehome their
dogs responsibly. It emphasizes the importance of screening potential adopters and
working with shelters or rescue groups. The book also discusses legal considerations and
how to ensure a safe, loving placement for your pet.

9. Compassionate Choices: Understanding When to Surrender Your Dog

This thoughtful book addresses the emotional and practical aspects of deciding to
surrender a dog. It helps owners assess their circumstances and the well-being of their pet,
offering compassionate advice on making the best choice. The author encourages
responsible decision-making while highlighting resources available through the Humane
Society and other organizations.
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dog programs that involve inmates in the care and training of canines, not only as family dogs but
also as service dogs for people with psychological and/or physical disabilities. Providing an
evidence-based treatment of the topic, this book also draws upon the vast practical experience of
individuals who have successfully begun, maintained, improved, and evaluated various types of dog
programs with inmates; it includes first-person perspectives from all of the stakeholders in a prison
dog program—the corrections staff, the recipients of the dogs, the inmate/trainers, and the
community volunteers and sponsors Human-animal interaction (HAI) is a burgeoning field of
research that spans different disciplines: corrections, psychology, education, social work, animal
welfare, and veterinary medicine, to name a few. Written for an array of professionals interested in
prison dog programs, the book will hold special interest for researchers in criminal justice and
corrections, forensic psychology, and to those with a commitment to promoting the ideals of
rehabilitation, desistance thinking, restorative justice, and re-entry tools for inmates.
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will the humane society take my dog: Am I Boring My Dog? Edie Jarolim, 2009-09-01
Geared to the millions who want to be socially responsible with their dogs, but also indulgent with
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