
wildland firefighter training oregon

wildland firefighter training oregon is a critical component in preparing individuals to effectively combat

and manage wildfires in the diverse and often challenging terrains of the state. Oregon’s unique

landscape, which includes dense forests, grasslands, and mountainous regions, requires specialized

skills and knowledge for wildfire suppression and prevention. This article explores the comprehensive

training programs available for aspiring wildland firefighters in Oregon, highlighting essential skills,

certification requirements, and career pathways. Through detailed insights into the training curriculum

and practical experiences, readers will gain a thorough understanding of what it takes to become a

proficient wildland firefighter in this region. Additionally, the article discusses the roles of various

organizations involved in training and the importance of physical fitness and safety protocols. The

following sections will provide an in-depth look at the structure and content of wildland firefighter

training programs in Oregon.

Overview of Wildland Firefighting in Oregon

Training Programs and Institutions

Core Skills and Curriculum

Certification and Qualification Standards

Physical Fitness and Safety Requirements

Career Opportunities and Advancement



Overview of Wildland Firefighting in Oregon

Oregon is known for its vast wilderness areas and significant forest coverage, making wildland

firefighting a vital service for protecting natural resources, communities, and wildlife. Wildfires in

Oregon can be fueled by dry conditions, seasonal winds, and lightning strikes, necessitating a well-

trained firefighting workforce. Wildland firefighter training in Oregon prepares individuals to operate in

remote and rugged environments, often under extreme weather conditions. The profession demands

not only physical endurance but also technical knowledge of fire behavior, suppression techniques,

and emergency response protocols. Understanding the operational landscape and fire ecology of

Oregon is fundamental for effective wildfire management.

Training Programs and Institutions

Several organizations and educational institutions in Oregon offer specialized wildland firefighter

training programs. These programs vary in length and depth, ranging from introductory courses to

advanced leadership training. Key providers include state agencies, community colleges, and federal

organizations that collaborate to deliver comprehensive instruction.

Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF)

The Oregon Department of Forestry plays a central role in wildland firefighter training across the state.

ODF offers basic wildland fire training courses designed to equip new firefighters with essential skills.

The department also coordinates seasonal fire crews and provides ongoing professional development

opportunities.

Community Colleges and Technical Schools

Several community colleges in Oregon, such as Linn-Benton Community College and Umpqua

Community College, offer accredited wildland firefighting training programs. These programs often



include classroom instruction, hands-on field exercises, and certification preparation. Students gain

foundational knowledge in fire behavior, suppression tactics, and safety procedures.

Federal Agencies

Federal organizations such as the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management conduct

training sessions in coordination with state agencies. These programs emphasize interagency

collaboration and often include advanced skills training for experienced firefighters seeking leadership

roles or specialized assignments.

Core Skills and Curriculum

Wildland firefighter training in Oregon focuses on building a comprehensive skill set that encompasses

fire behavior understanding, tactical suppression methods, and safety management. The curriculum is

designed to meet national standards while addressing the specific wildfire challenges encountered in

Oregon.

Fire Behavior and Ecology

Training includes detailed studies of how wildfires ignite, spread, and interact with different fuel types

and weather conditions. Understanding fire ecology helps firefighters anticipate fire movement and

make strategic decisions in the field.

Suppression Techniques

Practical instruction covers various suppression methods such as hand tool use, hose deployment, and

controlled burns. Firefighters learn to construct fire lines, operate pumps, and use personal protective

equipment effectively.



Emergency Response and Communication

Effective communication and teamwork are emphasized to ensure safety and coordination during

wildfire incidents. Training involves radio communication protocols, incident command system (ICS)

structure, and emergency evacuation procedures.

Navigation and Survival Skills

Firefighters are taught navigation techniques using maps and GPS devices to operate safely in remote

areas. Survival skills training prepares them for unexpected situations, including rapid fire spread or

injury in the field.

Certification and Qualification Standards

Achieving certification is a crucial step in the career of a wildland firefighter in Oregon. The state

follows national qualification standards established by the National Wildfire Coordinating Group

(NWCG), ensuring consistency and professionalism across agencies.

Entry-Level Certifications

New firefighters typically pursue the Firefighter Type 2 (FFT2) certification, which involves completing

the S-130 Basic Wildland Firefighter and S-190 Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior courses. These

certifications validate baseline knowledge and readiness for operational assignments.

Advanced Certifications

Experienced firefighters may advance to Firefighter Type 1 (FFT1) or specialist roles such as Engine

Boss or Fire Effects Monitor. These certifications require additional training, field experience, and

successful completion of specialized courses.



Physical and Medical Qualifications

All wildland firefighters must pass the Work Capacity Test (WCT), commonly known as the Pack Test,

which assesses physical fitness through a timed hike carrying a weighted pack. Medical clearance is

also required to ensure candidates can safely perform strenuous duties.

Physical Fitness and Safety Requirements

Physical conditioning is a fundamental aspect of wildland firefighter training in Oregon. Firefighters

operate in physically demanding environments, often carrying heavy equipment while working long

hours under stressful conditions.

Work Capacity Test (Pack Test)

The Pack Test is a standardized physical fitness test that evaluates aerobic capacity and endurance.

Candidates must complete a 3-mile hike carrying a 45-pound pack within 45 minutes. Passing this test

is mandatory for qualification and deployment.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Training includes proper use and maintenance of PPE such as fire-resistant clothing, helmets, gloves,

and eye protection. Adherence to safety protocols reduces injury risks and enhances operational

effectiveness.

Risk Management and Incident Safety

Firefighters learn to identify hazards, assess risks, and implement safety measures on the fireline. The

training emphasizes situational awareness, adherence to the 10 Standard Firefighting Orders, and

effective use of safety zones.



Career Opportunities and Advancement

A career in wildland firefighting in Oregon offers diverse opportunities for growth and specialization.

The state’s robust wildfire response infrastructure provides pathways from entry-level positions to

supervisory and technical roles.

Seasonal and Permanent Positions

Many wildland firefighters begin with seasonal employment during fire season, gaining valuable

experience and certifications. Permanent positions are available within state agencies, federal land

management, and private contractors involved in wildfire management.

Specialized Roles

Advanced training enables firefighters to pursue specialized roles such as helitack crew members, fire

behavior analysts, or fire prevention specialists. These positions often require additional education and

field experience.

Leadership and Management

Firefighters with extensive experience and training can advance to leadership roles including squad

boss, crew boss, or incident commander. These positions involve overseeing fire operations, managing

personnel, and coordinating interagency efforts.

Entry-level wildland firefighter (FFT2) roles

Advanced firefighter and specialist positions

Supervisory and incident management roles



Opportunities in fire prevention and education

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the prerequisites for wildland firefighter training in Oregon?

To enroll in wildland firefighter training in Oregon, individuals typically need to be at least 18 years old,

physically fit, and capable of passing a work capacity test. Prior experience is not always required as

basic training is provided.

Where can I find wildland firefighter training programs in Oregon?

Wildland firefighter training programs in Oregon are offered by organizations such as the Oregon

Department of Forestry, local community colleges, and various fire training centers throughout the

state.

What topics are covered in Oregon wildland firefighter training?

Training covers fire behavior, safety protocols, fire suppression techniques, use of firefighting tools and

equipment, navigation, communication, and physical fitness requirements.

How long does wildland firefighter training in Oregon typically last?

The basic wildland firefighter training in Oregon usually lasts from one to two weeks, depending on the

program, with additional ongoing training and certifications available for advanced roles.

Are there any certifications earned through wildland firefighter training

in Oregon?

Yes, participants can earn certifications such as the NWCG (National Wildfire Coordinating Group)



S-130 (Firefighter Training) and S-190 (Introduction to Fire Behavior), which are standard qualifications

for wildland firefighters in Oregon and nationwide.

Additional Resources

1. Wildland Firefighter Training Handbook: Oregon Edition

This comprehensive handbook is tailored specifically for wildland firefighter trainees in Oregon. It

covers local fire behavior, safety protocols, and firefighting techniques unique to the Pacific Northwest.

The book also includes case studies from recent Oregon wildfires to provide practical insights and

lessons learned.

2. Oregon Wildfire Management: Strategies and Training

Focusing on fire management strategies within Oregon’s diverse landscapes, this book offers detailed

training modules for both new and experienced firefighters. It emphasizes coordination between

agencies and incorporates state-specific regulations and resources. Readers will gain an

understanding of wildfire prevention, suppression tactics, and rehabilitation efforts.

3. Fireline Basics: An Oregon Wildland Firefighter’s Guide

Designed as an introductory guide, this book provides foundational knowledge for wildland firefighting

in Oregon. It includes essential topics such as fire behavior, use of tools, communication protocols,

and personal protective equipment. The concise format makes it ideal for quick reference during

training and field operations.

4. Wildfire Behavior and Ecology in Oregon’s Forests

This title delves into the ecological aspects of wildfire in Oregon’s forest ecosystems, helping

firefighters understand how natural fire cycles influence management practices. It explains how

weather, topography, and vegetation interact to affect fire behavior. The book supports training

programs by linking ecological knowledge with practical firefighting decisions.

5. Incident Command System for Oregon Wildland Firefighters

This book provides a thorough overview of the Incident Command System (ICS) tailored to Oregon’s



wildfire response agencies. It covers ICS principles, roles, and responsibilities during wildfire incidents,

with examples from real Oregon fire events. The guide helps firefighters and leaders improve

coordination and operational efficiency.

6. Safety First: Wildland Firefighter Training in Oregon

Prioritizing firefighter safety, this book addresses risk assessment, hazard identification, and

emergency procedures relevant to Oregon’s fire conditions. It highlights lessons learned from past

incidents to illustrate best safety practices. Trainees will find practical advice on maintaining situational

awareness and preventing injuries on the fireline.

7. Tools and Techniques for Oregon Wildland Fire Suppression

This manual focuses on the equipment and suppression methods used by Oregon wildland firefighters.

It covers hand tools, engines, aircraft support, and emerging technologies. The book includes step-by-

step instructions for effective fireline construction and control tactics suited to Oregon’s terrain.

8. Physical Fitness and Preparedness for Oregon Wildland Firefighters

Recognizing the physical demands of wildland firefighting, this book offers fitness programs and

nutritional guidance tailored to Oregon firefighters. It explains how physical conditioning enhances

performance and reduces injury risk during fire season. The text supports training academies by

promoting long-term health and readiness.

9. Community Wildfire Preparedness and Firefighter Training in Oregon

This book links community wildfire resilience with firefighter training efforts in Oregon. It discusses

public education, evacuation planning, and collaboration between firefighters and local residents. The

text encourages integrated approaches to reduce wildfire impacts and improve overall safety for both

firefighters and communities.
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  wildland firefighter training oregon: Oregon Wildland Firefighting Sean Davis, 2019-02-11
Over the past century, some of the world's largest wildland fires have occurred in Oregon.
Accidentally set by a disgruntled cook on an English ship, the Great Fire of 1845 displaced multiple
tribes and boiled wildlife alive in the Columbia River. The Tillamook Burn started up every 6 years
from 1933 to 1951 and incited one of the largest reseeding efforts in the world with 72 million
seedlings planted. The Long Draw Fire of 2012, the state's largest in more than 150 years, started as
a small spark and raged into an ocean of flames thousands of acres wide in a matter of hours.
Veteran wildland firefighter Sean Davis shares harrowing firsthand accounts that illustrate what it
takes to battle an inferno.
  wildland firefighter training oregon: Wildland Firefighter: Principles and Practice,
Revised Joseph D. Lowe, Jeff Pricher, 2023-02-08 Wildland Firefighter: Principles and Practice,
Revised Second Edition is packaged with Navigate Advantage access, which unlocks an interactive
eBook, study aids and assessments, and a dashboard that reports actionable data. Wildland Fire
Fighter: Principles and Practice, Second Edition meets and exceeds the job performance
requirements and objectives as outlined in the following National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
and National Wildland Coordinating Group (NWCG) standards: NFPA 1051, Standard for Wildland
Firefighting Personnel Professional Qualifications, 2020 Edition (Chapters 4 and 5) NWCG S-190,
Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior, 2019 Edition NWCG S-130, Firefighter Training, 2008
Edition NWCG L-180, Human Factors in the Wildland Fire Service, 2014 Edition
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Service, 1986 Combined reports of: Report to Congress and Report for the Secretary of Agriculture.
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  wildland firefighter training oregon: Fire Management Notes , 1996
  wildland firefighter training oregon: Oregon Administrative Rules Compilation , 2015
  wildland firefighter training oregon: Firefighter Fatalities in the United States in 2003
United States. Department of Homeland Security, 2004
  wildland firefighter training oregon: Life & Duty Les Joslin, 2014-06-05 “The fact of being a
citizen of the United States of America offers the opportunity—not the guarantee, but the
opportunity—to live an extraordinary life,” Les Joslin writes in the introduction to Life & Duty, an
autobiography in which he proves his thesis as the relives the first seventy years of his American
adventure. He shares these years in twenty chapters that comprise this three-part volume. Part I
covers his family heritage and early years from 1943 to 1967, Part II his U.S. Navy career from 1967
to 1988, and Part III his life in Oregon from 1988. From Part I, Chapter 5, Summer 1965 on the
Toiyabe National Forest... That wasn’t the first time I’d dealt with an armed citizen, and it wouldn’t
be the last. Some of the challenges of my fire prevention job had nothing to do with wildfire
prevention but everything to do with the fact I was sometimes the only public servant around to
handle a situation. It had to do with that sometimes gray area between official duty and moral
obligation. The previous summer, on my way to Twin Lakes, I detoured to check the dump I’d burned
a few days before. Suddenly, I heard shots, just as the Lone Ranger and Tonto did in the opening
scene of almost every episode, and what I saw as I neared the dump scared me. A big, beefy, fortyish
man standing next to a late-model Cadillac sedan was firing a high-powerd rifle.... He’d heard me
coming, and turned as I stopped the patrol truck. He didn’t look particularly threatening. But there
were serious unknowns. I didn’t know him. I didn’t know what he might shoot at. I didn’t know he
wouldn’t shoot at me. From Part II, Chapter 10, November 1979 aboard USS Kitty Hawk... On
November 28, I got up, showered and shaved, put on clean khakis as usual, and started toward the
wardroom for breakfast. The usual scent of salt and jet fuel was in the air, and I had a lot on my
mind. I descended two ladders to the hangar bay, only to be brought up short by bumping my head
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on a helicopter that wasn’t supposed to be there. A quick look around revealed seven more RH-53D
Sea Stallion helicopters that their HM-16 markings told me belonged to Helicopter Mine
Countermeasures Squadron Sixteen, not part of the ship’s air wing. So that’s why the swing south to
Diego Garcia! They’d been flown there, probably in C-5As, and had flown aboard last night. Had I
actually slept through flight quarters? I forgot about breakfast, climbed the ladders back to the 02
level, and knocked on the door of the flag N-2’s office. “This isn’t going to work,” I said as he opened
the door. “We can’t fly those helicopters into a city of five million hostiles and rescue fifty hostages.”
“They don’t want to hear that,” he replied, and closed the door. From Part III, Chapter 15, Summer
1992 on the Deschutes National Forest As I walked toward the fire, I began to think. Am I doing the
right thing? After all, I’m just a contract wilderness information specialist, not part of the fire
organization. I hadn’t been to the Deschutes National Forest’s fire school. I didn’t have fire clothing.
I didn’t have a fire shelter. Except for a canteen, I didn’t have any water. And I’d turned in my last
red card—the fire qualification card that rated me as a crew boss—in 1966 when I’d left the Toiyabe
National Forest to go on active duty in the Navy. That was twenty-six years ago! Should I be doing
this? Sure, I answered my own question. I’d started out in the “old Forest Service” where everybody
did everything. I’d done this many times before, in the days before fire shirts and Nomex britches
and fire shelters. I’d had five fire seasons on the Toiyabe, been on a couple big fires. ... I knew this
business. I knew how to keep out of trouble. About the time I resolved that little issue, I was at the
fire....
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