
william and mary environmental science
william and mary environmental science represents a dynamic and interdisciplinary field of
study offered by the College of William & Mary, focusing on understanding the complex interactions
between humans and the environment. This program integrates diverse scientific disciplines such as
biology, chemistry, geology, and policy studies to prepare students for addressing critical
environmental challenges. Students engage in rigorous coursework, research opportunities, and
community outreach, making the william and mary environmental science program a comprehensive
educational experience. The curriculum emphasizes sustainability, conservation, and environmental
management, equipping graduates with the knowledge and skills necessary for various career paths
in environmental science and related fields. This article explores the key aspects of the william and
mary environmental science program, including its academic offerings, research initiatives, faculty
expertise, and career prospects. Additionally, the article highlights the program's commitment to
fostering environmental stewardship and innovation through experiential learning and collaboration.
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Overview of the William and Mary Environmental
Science Program
The william and mary environmental science program is designed to provide students with a
thorough understanding of environmental processes and the impact of human activities on natural
systems. This interdisciplinary program combines scientific principles with practical applications to
address pressing environmental issues. Students gain foundational knowledge in ecological systems,
environmental chemistry, earth sciences, and policy analysis. The program fosters critical thinking
and problem-solving skills necessary for analyzing environmental data and developing sustainable
solutions. The college's location in Virginia offers unique access to diverse ecosystems, facilitating
hands-on learning and field research. The program is structured to accommodate students from
various academic backgrounds, encouraging collaboration across departments.

Program Objectives and Goals
The primary goals of the william and mary environmental science program include educating



students to become proficient in environmental research, promoting sustainability, and preparing
graduates for leadership roles in environmental fields. The curriculum is tailored to develop
technical expertise and a holistic understanding of environmental challenges. Emphasis is placed on
integrating scientific knowledge with policy and ethical considerations. Graduates are expected to
contribute meaningfully to environmental conservation, resource management, and climate change
mitigation efforts.

Interdisciplinary Approach
The program adopts an interdisciplinary approach, drawing from biology, chemistry, geology,
economics, and political science. This integration allows students to examine environmental
problems from multiple perspectives. Courses are designed to cultivate skills in data analysis,
geographic information systems (GIS), and environmental modeling. Collaborative projects and
cross-departmental initiatives enrich the academic experience, fostering innovation and
comprehensive understanding.

Academic Curriculum and Specializations
The academic curriculum in william and mary environmental science is comprehensive, balancing
core scientific coursework with specialized electives. This structure ensures students develop a solid
foundation while pursuing areas of interest within the environmental sciences. The program offers
flexibility through various specializations tailored to individual career goals and research interests.
Core courses cover fundamental topics such as ecology, environmental chemistry, atmospheric
science, and environmental policy. Electives enable students to delve deeper into subjects like
marine science, conservation biology, and environmental toxicology.

Core Coursework
Core courses provide essential knowledge and skills required for advanced study and professional
practice. These include:

Ecology and Ecosystem Dynamics

Environmental Chemistry and Toxicology

Geology and Earth Systems

Environmental Policy and Management

Statistical Methods and Data Analysis

These courses emphasize laboratory work, field studies, and quantitative analysis, equipping
students with practical expertise.



Specialization Tracks
Students can choose from several specialization tracks within the william and mary environmental
science program, including:

Marine and Coastal Science: Focuses on marine ecosystems, oceanography, and coastal
resource management.

Conservation Biology: Emphasizes biodiversity, wildlife management, and habitat
restoration.

Environmental Policy and Sustainability: Concentrates on environmental law, sustainable
development, and climate policy.

Environmental Chemistry and Toxicology: Studies chemical processes affecting the
environment and human health risks.

These tracks allow students to tailor their education to specific environmental sectors and career
objectives.

Research Opportunities and Facilities
Research plays a central role in the william and mary environmental science program, providing
students with opportunities to engage in cutting-edge environmental studies. The college supports a
range of research projects addressing local, regional, and global environmental challenges. Students
collaborate with faculty on investigations involving ecology, environmental chemistry, climate
change, and resource management. Access to state-of-the-art laboratories and field stations
enhances the research experience.

Laboratory and Field Facilities
William & Mary boasts specialized facilities that support environmental research, including:

Environmental Chemistry Laboratories equipped for advanced chemical analysis

Marine Science Center for coastal and marine ecosystem studies

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Laboratory for spatial data analysis

Field Stations located in diverse habitats for ecological monitoring and experiments

These resources enable hands-on learning and foster innovation in environmental investigations.



Student Research Initiatives
Students actively participate in independent and collaborative research projects. Research topics
often include:

Impacts of climate change on regional ecosystems

Water quality assessment and pollution mitigation strategies

Conservation strategies for endangered species

Renewable energy and sustainability practices

Research findings contribute to scientific knowledge and inform environmental policy and
management.

Faculty and Expertise
The william and mary environmental science program is supported by a diverse faculty with
expertise across multiple environmental disciplines. Faculty members are recognized researchers
and educators committed to advancing environmental science and mentoring students. Their
expertise spans ecological modeling, environmental chemistry, marine biology, environmental policy,
and sustainability science. This depth of knowledge fosters a robust academic environment and
facilitates interdisciplinary collaboration.

Faculty Research Interests
Faculty research interests align closely with program goals and include areas such as:

Climate change adaptation and mitigation

Marine and freshwater ecosystem dynamics

Environmental toxicology and human health

Natural resource management and conservation

Environmental justice and policy development

These areas reflect the program’s commitment to addressing contemporary environmental
challenges through research and education.

Mentorship and Student Support
Faculty members actively mentor students, guiding research projects, internships, and career



development. The program emphasizes personalized support to help students achieve academic and
professional success. Faculty involvement extends beyond the classroom, providing opportunities for
students to engage in conferences, publications, and community partnerships.

Career Paths and Alumni Success
Graduates of the william and mary environmental science program pursue diverse career paths in
environmental science, policy, education, and industry. The program equips students with the
analytical, technical, and communication skills required to excel in various professional
environments. Alumni have gone on to work in government agencies, non-profit organizations,
environmental consulting firms, and research institutions. Many also continue their education
through graduate studies in environmental science, law, public policy, and related fields.

Common Career Opportunities
Career options for graduates include:

Environmental Scientist or Specialist

Conservation Biologist

Environmental Policy Analyst

Marine Scientist

Environmental Consultant

Natural Resource Manager

Environmental Educator

The program’s strong foundation and experiential learning prepare students for roles that require
critical thinking and interdisciplinary knowledge.

Alumni Achievements
William & Mary environmental science alumni have made significant contributions in research,
policy development, and environmental advocacy. Their work includes advancing sustainable
practices, influencing legislation, and conducting groundbreaking environmental research. Alumni
success stories reflect the program’s effectiveness in preparing students to become leaders in the
environmental field.



Community Engagement and Sustainability Initiatives
The william and mary environmental science program actively promotes community engagement and
sustainability on campus and beyond. Students and faculty collaborate on projects that address local
environmental issues and promote sustainable practices. The program integrates service learning
and outreach to enhance environmental awareness and stewardship among the broader community.

Campus Sustainability Efforts
William & Mary has implemented various sustainability initiatives, including:

Energy conservation and renewable energy projects

Waste reduction and recycling programs

Habitat restoration and native species planting

Sustainable transportation options

Environmental science students often participate in these efforts, applying their knowledge to real-
world sustainability challenges.

Community Partnerships
The program maintains partnerships with local government agencies, non-profits, and environmental
organizations. These collaborations provide students with internship opportunities and practical
experience in environmental management and policy implementation. Community-based projects
enhance the program’s impact and foster a culture of environmental responsibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

What environmental science programs are offered at William
and Mary?
William and Mary offers an Environmental Science major and minor that integrates biology,
chemistry, geology, and policy to address environmental challenges.

How does William and Mary incorporate sustainability in its
campus operations?
William and Mary implements sustainability initiatives such as energy-efficient building designs,
waste reduction programs, and renewable energy projects to minimize its environmental impact.



Are there research opportunities in environmental science at
William and Mary?
Yes, William and Mary provides numerous research opportunities for students in environmental
science, including faculty-led projects, internships, and collaborations with local and regional
environmental organizations.

What makes William and Mary's Environmental Science
program unique?
William and Mary's Environmental Science program is unique due to its interdisciplinary approach,
combining natural sciences with policy and social sciences, and its emphasis on hands-on learning
and community engagement.

Does William and Mary have student organizations focused on
environmental issues?
Yes, William and Mary has several student organizations focused on environmental issues, such as
the Environmental Science Club and the Sustainable Campus Initiative, which promote awareness
and action on sustainability.

How does William and Mary prepare students for careers in
environmental science?
William and Mary prepares students for environmental science careers through a rigorous
curriculum, research experiences, internships, and connections with alumni and professionals in the
environmental field.

Additional Resources
1. Environmental Science at William & Mary: Foundations and Innovations
This book explores the core principles of environmental science as taught at William & Mary,
highlighting the university’s unique interdisciplinary approach. It covers key topics such as ecology,
sustainability, and environmental policy, integrating hands-on research projects and case studies
from the region. Readers will gain insight into how William & Mary fosters environmental
stewardship through education and community engagement.

2. Ecology and Conservation in the Chesapeake Bay Region
Focusing on the Chesapeake Bay, a critical ecosystem near William & Mary, this book delves into
the ecological dynamics and conservation efforts in the region. It discusses the impact of human
activity on water quality, habitat restoration, and species protection. The text emphasizes the role of
local research and environmental science programs at William & Mary in advancing regional
ecological knowledge.

3. Sustainability Practices in Higher Education: A William & Mary Perspective
This volume examines how William & Mary integrates sustainability into campus operations,
curriculum, and research. It highlights initiatives such as energy conservation, waste reduction, and



sustainable landscaping. The book also explores student-led projects and faculty research that
contribute to a greener campus and community.

4. Climate Change and Coastal Resilience: Insights from William & Mary Research
Addressing the urgent issue of climate change, this book presents findings from William & Mary’s
environmental science faculty and students on coastal resilience. It covers sea-level rise, storm
impact mitigation, and adaptive strategies for vulnerable coastal communities. The text serves as a
resource for understanding local and global climate challenges through the lens of William & Mary’s
research.

5. Environmental Policy and Management: Case Studies from William & Mary
This book provides an in-depth look at environmental policy development and management
strategies informed by William & Mary’s academic and fieldwork experiences. It includes case
studies on land use, water resource management, and environmental justice. Readers will learn how
scientific research influences policy decisions and community outcomes.

6. Wildlife Biology and Habitat Restoration at William & Mary
Highlighting the university’s contributions to wildlife conservation, this book discusses research on
native species and habitat restoration projects. It covers methodologies for monitoring wildlife
populations and restoring ecosystems affected by human activities. The book also showcases student
involvement in hands-on conservation efforts.

7. Water Quality and Aquatic Systems: Research and Education at William & Mary
This comprehensive guide explores the study of water quality and aquatic ecosystems conducted at
William & Mary. It discusses pollution sources, water treatment technologies, and ecological
assessments. The book emphasizes the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration in addressing
water-related environmental challenges.

8. Environmental Ethics and Community Engagement: William & Mary Initiatives
Focusing on the ethical dimensions of environmental science, this book examines how William &
Mary promotes community involvement and responsible environmental decision-making. It includes
discussions on environmental justice, indigenous perspectives, and civic responsibility. The text
encourages readers to consider the moral implications of environmental action.

9. Innovations in Environmental Science Education: The William & Mary Model
This book details innovative teaching methods and curriculum design used in William & Mary’s
environmental science programs. It highlights experiential learning, fieldwork, and technology
integration to enhance student understanding. The text serves as a resource for educators interested
in advancing environmental science education.
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  william and mary environmental science: Fundamentals of Ecotoxicology, Second
Edition Michael C. Newman, Michael A. Unger, 2002-12-26 Completely revised and updated,
Fundamentals of Ecotoxicology, Second Edition presents a treatment of ecotoxicology ranging from
molecular to global perspectives. The authors focus first on lower levels of organization and then
extend their discussion to include landscape, regional, and biospheric topics, imparting a
perspective as broad as the the problems facing practicing professionals. See what's new in this
edition: A comprehensive chapter on the nature, transport, and fate of major classes of contaminants
in terrestrial, freshwater, and marine systems Side bars containing vignettes by leaders in the field
let you benefit from the experience of diverse practitioners in the field An appendix covering
European environmental regulations The authors detail key contaminants of concern, explore their
fate and cycling in the biosphere, and discuss bioaccumulation and the effects of contaminants at
increasing levels of ecological organization. They cover regulatory aspects of the field in separate
chapters that address the technical issues of risk assessment and discuss key U.S. and European
legislation in the appendices. Complete with study questions, a detailed glossary, and vignettes by
various experts exploring special topics in ecotoxicology, Fundamentals of Ecotoxicology, Second
Edition is an ideal introductory textbook for both undergraduate- and graduate-level courses, as well
as a valuable reference for professionals.
  william and mary environmental science: Interdisciplinary Teaching About Earth and the
Environment for a Sustainable Future David C. Gosselin, Anne E. Egger, J. John Taber, 2018-12-13
Interdisciplinary Teaching about the Earth and Environment for a Sustainable Future presents the
outcomes of the InTeGrate project, a community effort funded by the National Science Foundation to
improve Earth literacy and build a workforce prepared to tackle environmental and resource issues.
The InTeGrate community is built around the shared goal of supporting interdisciplinary learning
about Earth across the undergraduate curriculum, focusing on the grand challenges facing society
and the important role that the geosciences play in addressing these grand challenges. The chapters
in this book explicitly illustrate the intimate relationship between geoscience and sustainability that
is often opaque to students. The authors of these chapters are faculty members, administrators,
program directors, and researchers from institutions across the country who have collectively
envisioned, implemented, and evaluated effective change in their classrooms, programs, institutions,
and beyond. This book provides guidance to anyone interested in implementing change—on scales
ranging from a single course to an entire program—by infusing sustainability across the curriculum,
broadening access to Earth and environmental sciences, and assessing the impacts of those changes.
  william and mary environmental science: Microplastic Contamination in Aquatic
Environments Eddy Y Zeng, 2023-11-10 This second edition of Microplastic Contamination in
Aquatic Environments: An Emerging Matter of Environmental Urgency presents 14 chapters,
through which a team of global, expert contributors cover a full range of microplastic research. The
first chapter describes the general patterns for sources, occurrence, and transport of microplastics
to lead off the book. The next batch of chapters covers sampling analytical methods for quantifying
microplastics in the environment, followed by chapters addressing the association of chemicals with
microplastics. A large cluster of chapters focus on the fate and transport of microplastics in
wastewater treatment plants, freshwater systems, marine environment, terrestrial settings, and
riverine runoff that connects terrestrial and marine systems. The next few chapters examine
biotransport and effects of microplastics in organisms. The last two chapters are dedicated to two
emerging research areas: nanoplastics in the environment and management strategies for global
plastic pollution. Outlooks for future research to better understand the situation and further
improvements of microplastic research are also covered.In the 6 years since the previous edition
published, this fast-moving area has evolved, and the contents of this revision reflect that. There are
numerous brand-new chapters, chapters that have been revised, and chapters that have been
completely refocused. This book provides an overview of microplastics research. It is a guide for
researchers to better understand the occurrence of microplastics. Ideally, this book provides basic
background knowledge of microplastics for oceanographers, ecologists, and climatologists. -



Provides an overview of the advantages and disadvantages of different methods for sampling,
identification, and enumeration of microplastics - Contains contributions from world experts with a
diverse range of backgrounds, all brought together by a well-known, experienced editor - Presents
information on microplastics in a unified place, with easy access for the reader
  william and mary environmental science: Science and Technology Programs at the
Environmental Protection Agency United States. Congress. House. Committee on Science.
Subcommittee on Environment, Technology, and Standards, 2002
  william and mary environmental science: Graduate Programs in the Physical Sciences,
Mathematics, Agricultural Sciences, the Environment & Natural Resources 2011 (Grad 4)
Peterson's, 2011-05-01 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Physical Sciences, Mathematics,
Agricultural Sciences, the Environment & Natural Resources contains a wealth of information on
colleges and universities that offer graduate work in these exciting fields. The institutions listed
include those in the United States and Canada, as well international institutions that are accredited
by U.S. accrediting bodies. Up-to-date information, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of
Graduate and Professional Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings,
professional accreditation, jointly offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs,
postbaccalaureate distance degrees, faculty, students, degree requirements, entrance requirements,
expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and application contact information.
Readers will find helpful links to in-depth descriptions that offer additional detailed information
about a specific program or department, faculty members and their research, and much more. In
addition, there are valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice
for international and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of
accrediting agencies.
  william and mary environmental science: Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing
and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations for 2003 United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on VA, HUD, and Independent
Agencies, 2002
  william and mary environmental science: EPA Journal , 1994
  william and mary environmental science: Nitrogen in the Marine Environment Douglas
G. Capone, Deborah A. Bronk, Margaret R. Mulholland, Edward J. Carpenter, 2008-08-01 Since the
first edition of Nitrogen in the Marine Environment was published in 1983, it has been recognized as
the standard in the field. In the time since the book first appeared, there has been tremendous
growth in the field with unprecedented discoveries over the past decade that have fundamentally
changed the view of the marine nitrogen cycle. As a result, this Second Edition contains twice the
amount of information that the first edition contained. This updated edition is now available online,
offering searchability and instant, multi-user access to this important information.*The classic text,
fully updated to reflect the rapid pace of discovery*Provides researchers and students in
oceanography, chemistry, and marine ecology an understanding of the marine nitrogen
cycle*Available online with easy access and search - the information you need, when you need it
  william and mary environmental science: Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations for 2003: Testimony of members of
Congress and other interested individuals and organizations United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on VA, HUD, and Independent Agencies, 2002
  william and mary environmental science: Directory of U.S. Fulbright Scholars , 2000
  william and mary environmental science: Evaluating Research Efficiency in the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency National Research Council, Division on Earth and Life Studies,
Board on Environmental Studies and Toxicology, Policy and Global Affairs, Committee on Science,
Engineering, and Public Policy, Committee on Evaluating the Efficiency of Research and
Development Programs at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 2008-06-17 A new book from
the National Research Council recommends changes in how the federal government evaluates the
efficiency of research at EPA and other agencies. Assessing efficiency should be considered only one



part of gauging a program's quality, relevance, and effectiveness. The efficiency of research
processes and that of investments should be evaluated using different approaches. Investment
efficiency should examine whether an agency's R&D portfolio, including the budget, is relevant, of
high quality, matches the agency's strategic plan. These evaluations require panels of experts. In
contrast, process efficiency should focus on inputs (the people, funds, and facilities dedicated to
research) and outputs (the services, grants, publications, monitoring, and new techniques produced
by research), as well as their timelines and should be evaluated using quantitative measures. The
committee recommends that the efficiency of EPA's research programs be evaluated according to
the same standards used at other agencies. To ensure this, OMB should train and oversee its budget
examiners so that the PART questionnaire is implemented consistently and equitably across
agencies.
  william and mary environmental science: Issues in Environmental Economics,
Engineering, and Technology: 2011 Edition , 2012-01-09 Issues in Environmental Economics,
Engineering, and Technology: 2011 Edition is a ScholarlyEditions™ eBook that delivers timely,
authoritative, and comprehensive information about Environmental Economics, Engineering, and
Technology. The editors have built Issues in Environmental Economics, Engineering, and
Technology: 2011 Edition on the vast information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can expect the
information about Environmental Economics, Engineering, and Technology in this eBook to be
deeper than what you can access anywhere else, as well as consistently reliable, authoritative,
informed, and relevant. The content of Issues in Environmental Economics, Engineering, and
Technology: 2011 Edition has been produced by the world’s leading scientists, engineers, analysts,
research institutions, and companies. All of the content is from peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is
written, assembled, and edited by the editors at ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from
us. You now have a source you can cite with authority, confidence, and credibility. More information
is available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.
  william and mary environmental science: Fifty Years at the US Environmental
Protection Agency A. James Barnes, John D. Graham, David M. Konisky, 2021-02-15 In conjunction
with the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency, this book brings
together leading scholars and EPA veterans to provide a comprehensive assessment of the agency’s
key decisions and actions in the various areas of its responsibility. Themes across all chapters
include the role of rulemaking, negotiation/compromise, partisan polarization, judicial impacts,
relations with the White House and Congress, public opinion, interest group pressures,
environmental enforcement, environmental justice, risk assessment, and interagency conflict. As no
other book on the market currently discusses EPA with this focus or scope, the authors have set out
to provide a comprehensive analysis of the agency’s rich 50-year history for academics, students,
professional, and the environmental community.
  william and mary environmental science: Conservation Directory , 1989
  william and mary environmental science: Green Education Julie Newman, 2011-06-28
Colorful bracelets, funky brooches, and beautiful handmade beads: young crafters learn to make all
these and much more with this fantastic step-by-step guide. In 12 exciting projects with simple steps
and detailed instructions, budding fashionistas create their own stylish accessories to give as gifts or
add a touch of personal flair to any ensemble. Following the successful Art Smart series, Craft Smart
presents a fresh, fun approach to four creative skills: knitting, jewelry-making, papercrafting, and
crafting with recycled objects. Each book contains 12 original projects to make, using a range of
readily available materials. There are projects for boys and girls, carefully chosen to appeal to
readers of all abilities. A special techniques and materials section encourages young crafters to try
out their own ideas while learning valuable practical skills.
  william and mary environmental science: Environmental Science William P. Cunningham,
Mary Ann Cunningham, 2007-10 Environmental Science: A Global Concern, Tenth Edition, is a
comprehensive presentation of environmental science for non-science majors which emphasizes
critical thinking, environmental responsibility, and global awareness. This book is intended for use in



a one- or two-semester course in environmental science, human ecology, or environmental studies at
the college or advanced placement high school level. The goal of this book is to provide an
up-to-date, introductory global view of essential themes in environmental science along with
emphasis on details and case studies that will help students process and retain the general
principles. Because most students who will use this book are freshman or sophomore non-science
majors, the authors make the text readable and accessible without technical jargon or a presumption
of prior science background.
  william and mary environmental science: Advances in Environment Research and
Application: 2012 Edition , 2012-12-26 Advances in Environment Research and Application / 2012
Edition is a ScholarlyEditions™ eBook that delivers timely, authoritative, and comprehensive
information about Environment. The editors have built Advances in Environment Research and
Application / 2012 Edition on the vast information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can expect the
information about Environment in this eBook to be deeper than what you can access anywhere else,
as well as consistently reliable, authoritative, informed, and relevant. The content of Advances in
Environment Research and Application / 2012 Edition has been produced by the world’s leading
scientists, engineers, analysts, research institutions, and companies. All of the content is from
peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is written, assembled, and edited by the editors at
ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from us. You now have a source you can cite with
authority, confidence, and credibility. More information is available at
http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.
  william and mary environmental science: Environmental Science William P. Cunningham,
Mary Ann Cunningham, 2012 Environmental Science: A Global Concern, Twelfth Edition, is a
comprehensive presentation of environmental science for non-science majors which emphasizes
critical thinking, environmental responsibility, and global awareness. This book is intended for use in
a one or two-semester course in environmental science, human ecology, or environmental studies at
the college or advanced placement high school level. Cunningham and Cunningham have updated
much of the data in the 12th edition; updated data on hunger and obesity, waste production, C02
emissions, and the effects of the 2010 oil spill are just a few examples. Environmental Science: A
Global Concern, Twelfth Edition, provides readers with an up-to-date, introductory global view of
essential themes in environmental science. The authors balance evidence of serious environmental
challenges with ideas about what we can do to overcome them. An entire chapter focuses on
ecological restoration; one of the most important aspects of ecology today. Case studies in most
chapters show examples of real progress, and What Can You Do? lists give students ideas for
contributing to solutions.
  william and mary environmental science: Climate Services for Adaptation to Sea-Level
Rise Jing Li, Michael Dylan Sparrow, Julie Billy, Roderik Van De Wal, Robert James Nicholls, Goneri
Le Cozannet, 2022-07-04
  william and mary environmental science: Smoke on the Water Dario Fazzi, 2023-10-31 The
U.S. government, military, and industry once saw ocean incineration as the safest and most efficient
way to dispose of hazardous chemical waste. Beginning in the late 1960s, toxic chemicals such as
PCBs and other harmful industrial byproducts were taken out to sea to be destroyed in specially
designed ships equipped with high-temperature combustion chambers and smokestacks. But public
outcry arose after the environmental and health risks of ocean incineration were exposed, and the
practice was banned in the early 1990s. Smoke on the Water traces the rise and fall of ocean
incineration, showing how a transnational environmental movement tested the limits of U.S. political
and economic power. Dario Fazzi examines the anti-ocean-incineration movement that emerged on
both sides of the Atlantic, arguing that it succeeded by merging local advocacy with international
mobilization. He emphasizes the role played at the grassroots level by women, migrant workers, and
other underrepresented groups who were at greatest risk. Environmental groups, for their part,
gathered and shared evidence about the harms of at-sea incineration, building scientific consensus
and influencing international debates. Smoke on the Water tells the compelling story of a campaign



against environmental degradation in which people from marginalized communities took on the
might of the U.S. military-industrial complex. It offers new insights into the transnational dimensions
of environmental regulation, the significance of nonstate actors in international history, and the
making of environmental justice movements.
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