wiffle ball batting practice

wiffle ball batting practice is an essential activity for players looking to enhance their hitting skills in a fun,
accessible, and safe environment. This form of practice uses a lightweight, perforated plastic ball and a
specialized bat, making it ideal for all ages and skill levels. Unlike traditional baseball or softball batting
practice, wiffle ball requires less space and can be played indoors or outdoors, offering flexibility for
enthusiasts. The unique design of the wiffle ball affects its flight and speed, providing players with a
distinctive challenge that improves hand-eye coordination, timing, and swing mechanics. Incorporating
structured drills and strategic techniques during wiffle ball batting practice can significantly boost overall
batting performance. This article explores the benefits, essential equipment, effective drills, and tips for
maximizing the effectiveness of wiffle ball batting practice sessions. The following sections will provide a

comprehensive guide to mastering this popular practice method.

Benefits of Wiffle Ball Batting Practice

Essential Equipment for Effective Practice

Techniques to Improve Batting Skills

Drills for Wiffle Ball Batting Practice

Safety Tips and Best Practices

Benefits of Wiffle Ball Batting Practice

Wiffle ball batting practice offers numerous advantages that contribute to player development in baseball,
softball, and general hitting skills. The lightweight nature of the wiffle ball reduces the risk of injury,
making it suitable for beginners and younger players. Additionally, the ball's perforated design creates
unpredictable trajectories, encouraging batters to develop quick reflexes and improved timing. Practicing
with a wiffle ball also enhances hand-eye coordination, as hitters must adjust to varying speeds and
movement patterns. Furthermore, wiffle ball batting practice requires less space and equipment compared

to traditional baseball practice, making it an economical and convenient training method.

Improved Swing Mechanics

The unique flight pattern of a wiffle ball demands precise swing adjustments, helping players refine their

mechanics. Regular practice builds muscle memory, leading to more consistent and powerful swings in real



game situations.

Enhanced Focus and Concentration

Because the wiffle ball moves unpredictably, batters must maintain high levels of focus during each pitch.

This increased concentration translates well into competitive play, where tracking the ball is critical.

Accessibility and Convenience

Wiffle ball batting practice can be conducted in various environments, including backyards, gyms, and
parks. Its portability and minimal setup requirements allow players to train frequently without logistical

challenges.

Essential Equipment for Effective Practice

To conduct productive wiffle ball batting practice, selecting the right equipment is crucial. The basic gear
includes a wiffle ball, a wiffle ball bat, and optionally, a pitching machine or a practice net. Quality

equipment ensures durability, realistic ball flight, and a safe environment for all participants.

Wiffle Ball

The standard wiffle ball is made of lightweight plastic with perforations that influence its movement. Balls
vary in size and weight, with regulation sizes typically around 3 inches in diameter. Choosing a ball with

consistent perforations is important for predictable practice outcomes.

Wiffle Ball Bat

Wiffle ball bats are generally lighter and shorter than traditional baseball bats. They are designed to provide
sufficient power while maintaining control and swing speed. Bats made from durable plastic or composite

materials are preferred for longevity.

Additional Training Aids

Several training aids can enhance wiftle ball batting practice:

e Practice Nets: Help contain balls and reduce retrieval time.



¢ Pitching Machines: Offer consistent delivery of pitches at varying speeds.

¢ Batting Tees: Useful for focusing on swing mechanics without worrying about pitch timing.

Techniques to Improve Batting Skills

Mastering wiffle ball batting practice requires attention to proper techniques that can be transferred to real-
game situations. Key areas of focus include stance, grip, swing path, and timing. Practicing these

fundamentals regularly builds a solid foundation for effective hitting.

Proper Stance and Grip

A balanced stance with feet shoulder-width apart provides stability and power. The grip should be firm but
relaxed, allowing for quick wrist action and bat control. Adjusting the grip slightly can influence bat speed

and swing arc.

Smooth Swing Path

Maintaining a smooth and level swing path improves contact consistency. Emphasis on keeping the bat in

the hitting zone longer increases the chance of solid contact with the ball.

Timing and Pitch Recognition

Developing the ability to anticipate pitch speed and movement is essential. Wiffle ball batting practice helps
in recognizing different pitch types, such as curves and sliders, due to the ball's unique flight

characteristics.

Drills for Wiffle Ball Batting Practice

Structured drills maximize the benefits of wiffle ball batting practice by focusing on specific skills.

Incorporating a variety of exercises maintains engagement and promotes comprehensive skill development.

Basic Contact Drill

This drill focuses on making consistent contact with the ball. The batter practices hitting slow, straight



pitches to reinforce proper swing mechanics and timing.

Inside and Outside Pitch Drill

By varying pitch locations inside and outside the strike zone, this drill helps batters learn to adjust their

swing and improve plate coverage.

Curveball Recognition Drill

Using pitches with exaggerated curves, batters practice tracking and adjusting to the ball’s movement,

enhancing hand-eye coordination and reaction time.

Power Hitting Drill

This drill emphasizes generating more bat speed and power. Batters work on explosive swings while

maintaining balance and control.

Step-by-Step Drill Routine:

1. Warm up with light stretching and swinging the bat without a ball.
2. Perform the basic contact drill with easy pitches.

3. Progress to inside and outside pitch drills.

4. Practice curveball recognition with varied pitch trajectories.

5. Conclude with power hitting drills, focusing on controlled strength.

Safety Tips and Best Practices

Ensuring safety during wiffle ball batting practice is vital to prevent injuries and maintain a productive
training environment. Following best practices facilitates a smooth and enjoyable practice session for all

participants.



Use Appropriate Protective Gear

Although wiffle balls are lightweight, wearing helmets and protective gloves adds an extra layer of safety,

especially for younger players or beginners.

Maintain a Clear Practice Area

Clear the practice area of obstacles and ensure sufficient space around the batter to avoid accidents. Using a

net or barrier can help contain balls and protect bystanders.

Warm Up and Stretch

Starting with warm-up exercises and stretches reduces the risk of muscle strains and enhances

performance.

Follow Proper Technique

Adhering to recommended swing mechanics and drills minimizes the chance of injury and improves skill

development.

Stay Hydrated and Take Breaks

Regular hydration and rest periods are important, especially during extended practice sessions or in warm

weather conditions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to set up a wiffle ball batting practice area?

To set up a wiffle ball batting practice area, find an open space free of obstacles, use a portable net or a

makeshift backstop, and mark a batting zone to ensure safety and consistency.

How can I improve my swing during wiffle ball batting practice?

Focus on your stance, grip, and follow-through. Practice controlled swings, maintain eye contact with the

ball, and use drills that emphasize hand-eye coordination and bat speed.



What types of pitches should I expect in wiffle ball batting practice?

Wiffle balls can be pitched with various spins like curveballs, sliders, and fastballs. Practicing against

different pitch types helps improve reaction time and hitting accuracy.

Can I practice wiffle ball batting indoors?

Yes, you can practice indoors using a lightweight wiffle ball and a plastic bat in a spacious area. Using a net

or soft backstop helps protect walls and furniture.

How often should I do wiffle ball batting practice to see improvement?

Consistent practice 3-4 times a week, for about 20-30 minutes per session, is ideal to build muscle memory

and improve your batting skills.

‘What drills are effective for wiffle ball batting practice?

Effective drills include tee work, soft toss, front toss, and tracking drills where you focus on watching the

ball closely to improve timing and contact.

What equipment do I need for effective wiffle ball batting practice?

You need a wiffle ball, a lightweight plastic bat, a pitching machine or a partner to pitch, and ideally a net

or backstop to catch balls and protect the surroundings.

How do I maintain safety during wiffle ball batting practice?

Ensure the practice area is clear of bystanders, wear appropriate protective gear if necessary, and use a

designated hitting zone to avoid accidents.

Can wiffle ball batting practice help improve real baseball hitting skills?

Yes, wiffle ball batting practice improves hand-eye coordination, timing, and swing mechanics, which are

transferable skills beneficial for real baseball hitting.

‘What are common mistakes to avoid during wiffle ball batting practice?

Common mistakes include gripping the bat too tightly, not following through on swings, poor stance, and

inconsistent practice, all of which can hinder skill development.



Additional Resources

1. Mastering the Wiffle Ball Swing: A Comprehensive Guide
This book delves into the fundamentals of wiffle ball batting, offering step-by-step instructions to improve
your swing mechanics. It covers grip techniques, stance adjustments, and timing drills tailored specifically

for wiffle ball players. Readers will find useful tips for practicing effectively at home or on the field.

2. The Wiftle Ball Batter’s Handbook: Techniques and Training
Focused on enhancing batting skills, this handbook provides detailed training routines and practice drills. It
emphasizes hand-eye coordination, power generation, and pitch recognition in wiffle ball games. The book

is ideal for players of all ages looking to boost their confidence at the plate.

3. Swing Smarter: Mental Strategies for Wiftle Ball Batting
Beyond physical mechanics, this book explores the psychological aspects of batting in wiffle ball. It teaches
mental preparation, focus techniques, and strategies to handle pressure situations during practice and games.

The author includes exercises to develop a winning mindset for consistent performance.

4. Wiffle Ball Batting Drills for Beginners and Beyond
Designed for players new to wiffle ball as well as seasoned veterans, this book offers a variety of drills to
build batting skills incrementally. Each chapter provides practice schedules, tips on improving swing speed,

and ways to increase contact accuracy. It’s a practical resource for coaches and individual players alike.

5. The Art of Timing: Perfecting Your Witfle Ball Batting Rhythm
Timing is crucial in wiffle ball, and this book focuses entirely on mastering it. Readers will learn how to
anticipate pitches, adjust to different throwing styles, and develop a natural batting rhythm. The book

includes exercises to help players improve their reaction times and consistency at the plate.

6. Power Hitting in Wiffle Ball: Techniques to Boost Your Bat Speed
For players aiming to add power to their swing, this guide provides targeted workouts and swing
mechanics to increase bat speed and hitting distance. It explains how to generate force efficiently without

sacrificing control. The book also discusses conditioning exercises to enhance overall athletic performance.

7. Wiffle Ball Batting Practice: Building Confidence One Swing at a Time
This motivational book blends practical batting advice with confidence-building strategies. It encourages
players to develop a routine that promotes steady improvement through consistent practice. Personal

anecdotes and success stories inspire readers to stay dedicated to their batting goals.

8. Precision Hitting: Advanced Batting Techniques for Wiffle Ball Players

Ideal for advanced players, this book covers sophisticated batting techniques such as pitch placement, shot
selection, and strategic hitting. It includes drills designed to refine control and accuracy, helping players
dominate competitive wiffle ball matches. The author also shares insights on reading pitchers and adapting

mid-game.



9. Home Run Secrets: Unlocking Your Witfle Ball Batting Potential

Targeting those who dream of hitting home runs, this book unveils the secrets to maximizing power and
consistency in wiffle ball batting. It combines technical advice with practice drills that focus on swing
mechanics and timing. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of how to turn every at-bat into a scoring

opportunity.
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wiffle ball batting practice: Wiffle® Ball Michael Hermann, Inc, 2010 Author Michael
Hermann, president of Wicked Cow Entertainment, and The Wiffle Ball Inc.'s, brand managers, gives
readers an inside look at this palatial Wiffle get-up and at the best Wiffle fields around, as well as the
down-and-dirty on how in 1953 a down-on-his luck shoe polish salesman and his 16-year-old son
concocted the first Wiffle Ball from spare perfume packaging, turning a plastic orb into an American
icon. You'll explore The Science of Wiffle, and why a Wiffle Ball, well, waffles. You'll also learn all the
how to's: how to build the best field; how to throw the best sinker ball; and how to best tape up a
Wiffle Bat. And best of all, major leaguers and A-list celebs will share their fondest and funniest
Wiffle memories.

wiffle ball batting practice: Attention Games Barbara Sher, 2010-12-17 If you want to focus
children's attention, you first have to capture their interest. Attention Games is filled with
interesting and child-tested activities that can help children of all ages become better at focusing
and paying attention. By sharing the upbeat, joyful activities in Attention Games, you can enhance
your child's intelligence, boost his confidence, increase his ability to concentrate on one thing for
long periods, and show that you care. Developed by Barbara Sher—parent, teacher, play therapy
specialist and pediatric occupational therapist—these activities are specially designed to encourage
kids to expand their powers of attention in ways that will help them throughout their lives.

wiffle ball batting practice: Home Education Masterclass: Physical Education at Home
Nicole Young, Home Education Masterclass: Physical Education at Home is designed to be your
comprehensive guide to fostering a love of physical activity in your children within the familiar and
comfortable environment of your home. We understand the challenges faced by parents in today's
busy world, particularly those who are homeschooling or seeking to supplement their children's
physical education outside of traditional schooling. Lack of time, limited space, and concerns about
safety often act as barriers to incorporating regular exercise into a child's routine. However, this
book demonstrates that creating a vibrant and active home environment is entirely achievable. The
activities outlined within these pages are designed to be flexible, adaptable, and most importantly,
fun. We've avoided overly technical jargon and focused instead on clear, concise instructions
coupled with engaging descriptions and inspiring visuals. You will discover a range of
age-appropriate games, sports drills, yoga sequences, and mindfulness exercises, all easily
integrated into your daily schedule. The book also addresses crucial aspects such as nutrition,
hydration, and safety, providing essential guidelines to ensure a healthy and enjoyable experience.
Whether your child is three or twelve, you will find practical suggestions to encourage active play
and establish a lifelong love of movement. This isn't just about physical fitness; it's about fostering
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cognitive development, emotional well-being, and building a strong bond between parent and child.
This comprehensive masterclass empowers parents to create a thriving home environment where
physical activity is not just an activity but a joyful and integral part of life. Prepare to transform your
home into a dynamic playground of learning and growth, making physical education a rewarding
experience for your entire family. We invite you to embark on this journey with us.

wiffle ball batting practice: Playing With Purpose Collection Mike Yorkey, 2012-10-01 Meet
the “starting lineup” of talented big-time athletes with fascinating faith stories in the Playing with
Purpose Collection. This book chronicles the lives of several players who stand strong for their
Christian faith on the football field, the basketball court, and the baseball diamond. Veteran CBA
author Mike Yorkey, whose biography of quarterbacks Sam Bradford, Tim Tebow, and Colt McCoy
was a best-seller, also profiles major league stars such as Albert Pujols, Josh Hamilton, Clayton
Kershaw, Carlos Beltran, Ben Zobrist, and Mariano Rivera and NBA heroes like Kyle Korver, Kevin
Durant, Luke Ridnour, Stephen Curry, and Jeremy Lin. The Playing with Purpose Collection will
introduce you to talented athletes with compelling faith stories.

wiffle ball batting practice: Developmental Physical Education for All Children 5th Edition
Cleland Donnelly, Frances, Mueller, Suzanne, Gallahue, David, 2016-09-26 Developmental Physical
Education for All Children, Fifth Edition, will help you deliver developmentally appropriate physical
education for kids in pre-K through grade 5. Lessons for all levels are based on the new national
standards, and a host of ancillaries supplement the learning.

wiffle ball batting practice: Practice Perfect Softball National Fastpitch Coaches Association,
2016-06-24 The road to a championship season begins long before the first pitch of the opening
game. It begins before a player even steps onto the field. In Practice Perfect Softball, the game’s
premier coaches share their approaches, experiences, and philosophies of every aspect of practice.
This authoritative guide goes beyond the stretches and drills, straight to the heart of winning—effort
and attitude. From structuring sessions to evaluating practice performance, you'll find proven and
practical recommendations from the all-star lineup of contributors: ¢ Julie Lenhart « Rachel Hanson
* Beverly Smith ¢ Rachel Lawson ¢ Lisa (Sweeney) Van Ackeren ¢ Dot Richardson ¢ Ken Eriksen
Connie Clark ¢ Celeste Knierim ¢ Bill Gray and Melissa Chmielewski ¢ Lonni Alameda ¢ Jo Evans ¢
Jen Mclntyre ¢ Donna Papa * JoAnne Graf (editor) Inside, you’ll identify and establish practice
ethics; assess team strengths; and develop players’ skills in the field, on the mound, and at the plate.
Developed by the National Fastpitch Coaches Association, Practice Perfect Softball is your guide to
developing champions on and off the field.

wiffle ball batting practice: Physical Education for Students With Autism Spectrum Disorders
Michelle Grenier, 2013-10-15 Current estimates are that 1 out of 88 children will be diagnosed with
some form of autism. Planning a curriculum that includes all students, including those with ASD, can
be a challenging task but well worth the effort. This book identifies strategies that highlight
students’ skills, interests, and abilities though collaborative practices, environmental design, and
assistive technologies. Physical Education for Students With Autism Spectrum Disorders: A
Comprehensive Approach e introduces the inclusion spectrum as a tool to help teachers analyze
appropriate instruction for students, aligning abilities with curriculum and activity context; *
provides information on tools such as scripts, video modeling, social stories, and choice boards to
assist teachers in developing programs; * presents a variety of activities that teachers can choose
from to help students with ASD develop social and motor skills; and ¢ assimilates best practices from
general and adapted PE as well as autism training and research that offer solutions for increased
student engagement in physical education. Written by contributors with extensive experience in
developing inclusive programming for students with ASD, Physical Education for Students With
Autism Spectrum Disorders: A Comprehensive Approach is ideal for physical education and adapted
physical education courses across the K-12 curriculum. Part I provides an understanding of students
with ASD that offers insights from parents’ and teachers’ perspectives. From there, the authors
examine the application of the inclusion spectrum that helps teachers plan for appropriate
instruction. Readers will also find communication and social learning tools they can use to minimize



the stress students may experience while optimizing learning experiences. Assessment protocols
assist with the development of relevant IEP goals and objectives. Part II contains individualized and
group games and activities that enhance lifelong learning for students with ASD. Physical Education
for Students With Autism Spectrum Disorders: A Comprehensive Approach is a practical resource
that helps teachers design optimal plans for including students with ASD in general and adapted
physical education classes. The manual contains numerous strategies, tools, and resources that
assist teachers with individualizing instruction in ways that foster positive peer relationships as well
as development of social and motor skills. It’s a win-win situation for all—teachers, parents, and
most of all the students.

wiffle ball batting practice: The Baseball Starter W. George Scarlett, Gregory Chertok,
Jacob L. Lipton, 2010-01-13 With an emphasis on instilling a love for the game, this handbook
instructs parents and coaches on teaching the basics of baseball to young players. More than 80
photos demonstrate the proper techniques for hitting, fielding, and pitching, and appendices of
games and drills reinforce the lessons in ways that youths will enjoy. Taking into account the
differing needs of players by age, the authors provide separate discussions for young children and
adolescents.

wiffle ball batting practice: 2001 Bo Durkac, 2001 2001: A Baseball Odyssey began as an
informative look at a season of professional baseball in Taiwan for Bo Durkac, a seven-year veteran
of professional baseball. Although brief, his stint in the Orient offers a cross-cultural tale of the many
differences—both on the field and off—he experienced in his search for the financial compensation
unavailable to him in the USA. The author’s return to the minor leagues in California came to
represent a soul-searching, and, at times, comical, look at the daily life of his new team, the Sonoma
County Crushers. As his squad struggled against big hitting teams, he and a small core of
experienced players held together a less-than-talented group of younger athletes which then
challenged the top teams to compete for the playoffs of the independent Western Baseball League.
Told in journal form, the book tells of the bus rides into the night, the intrasquad humor and
squabbles, and the constant revolving door of players brought in and players moved out.
Furthermore, as a microcosm of the increased “internationalization” of professional baseball, he
includes a number of humorous exchanges with a former Japanese Major League All-Star, a
34-year-old Colombian pitcher, and two recently defected Cuban ballplayers. Ultimately, Durkac
goes to Long Island, NY, to close out the summer with the Long Island Ducks of the high-profile
Atlantic League and attempts to resolve his own internal conflict over his future while his batting
average plummets in the face of superior competition. It is worth noting that the terrorist attacks of
September 11, perhaps the ultimate metaphor of Durkac’s career, occurred during his stay with the
Long Island Ducks. Whether you are an up-and-coming ballplayer with professional aspirations,
someone who loves reading about our national pastime, or someone who simply loves a good story,
2001: A Baseball Odyssey is a must-have.

wiffle ball batting practice: Baseball Dads Wayne Stewart, 2015-05-12 Baseball Dads is a
heartwarming collection of notable major league players’ favorite baseball-related memories about
how their relationships with their fathers shaped them, not only as players, but as the men they are
today. From superstars like David Wright, Josh Hamilton, CC Sabathia, Adrian Gonzalez, Chipper
Jones, and Kevin Youkilis, to journeyman big leaguers like Adam LaRoche, J. D. Drew, Shelley
Duncan, Barry Zito, and Jeff Francoeur, this inspiring book reveals, through its fifteen vivid profiles,
the profound impact fathers can have on the lives of their children on and off the diamond. An ideal
Father’s Day gift, Baseball Dads offers a rare, intimate glimpse into the private lives of some of the
game’s best players.

wiffle ball batting practice: Designated Hebrew Ron Blomberg, 2012-03 On April 6, 1973, Ron
Blomberg took a swing at home plate that changed baseball history. Through a quirk of fate the
young Jewish Yankee became the first designated hitter to play an MLB game. At the time, George
Steinbrenner had just taken control of the Bronx Bombers, the National League was still refusing to
adopt the DH rule, and New Yorkers were pinning their hopes on a new generation of players. In this



heart-warming autobiography, Blomberg relives the moment that made his career and the countless
experiences before and after that helped boost him to legendary heights. In Designated Hebrew
Blomberg recounts a time when baseball, and America itself, were changing. Before Blomberg
arrived in New York, the Yankees only employed three Jews in the entire organization. Though his
career goals were eventually thwarted by injury, Blomberg still represented hope and pride to
millions of Americans across the country. This unforgettable story is the journey of one man as he
learns to balance life, religion, and ultimately, baseball.

wiffle ball batting practice: What You See Is What You Hit Art Kleck, 2018-12-05 This
fascinating book detailing the art of hitting a baseball or fast-pitch softball most successfully from
each player’s correct batting side is built on this scientifically convincing hypothesis: “For maximum
batting success, right-eyed or right-eye dominant baseball and fast-pitch softball players should
swing a bat left-handed; that is, from the left-handed batters box nearest first base. Likewise, for
maximum batting success, left-eyed or left-eye dominant players should swin

wiffle ball batting practice: Survival Guide for Coaching Youth Baseball Daniel Keller,
2011-01-25 You volunteered to coach the local baseball team, but are you ready? How will you teach
the fundamental skills, run effective practices, and harness the energy of your young team? Fear
not: Survival Guide for Coaching Youth Baseball has the answers. In Survival Guide for Coaching
Youth Baseball, longtime coach Dan Keller shares his experiences and provides advice you can rely
on from the first practice to the final game. From evaluating players’ skills and establishing realistic
goals to using in-game coaching tips, it’s all here—the drills, the strategies, and most important, the
fun! Develop your team'’s fielding, catching, throwing, pitching, and hitting skills with the Survival
Guide’s collection of the game’s best youth drills that young players can actually use. Best of all,
you’ll be able to get the most out of every practice by following the ready-to-use practice plans.
Survival Guide for Coaching Youth Baseball has everything you need for a rewarding and productive
season.

wiffle ball batting practice: Softball Skills & Drills Judi Garman, Michelle Gromacki,
2011-02-14 Looking for the ultimate book to help you learn and master softball’s essential skills?
Look no further than the guide that has helped develop the game’s top players and most successful
teams. This new edition of Softball Skills & Drills is completely updated with more skills, more drills
and strategies, and more of the stellar instruction that have made it the top-selling title on the sport.
Judi Garman, one of the winningest coaches in NCAA history, teams with Cal State Fullerton’s
Michelle Gromacki to share their secrets to developing and mastering every aspect of the game.
With step-by-step instruction, full-color photo sequences, technique tips, and unique insight into the
game, you'll learn every fundamental skill: «Hitting *Bunting *Slap Hitting *Baserunning ¢Sliding
*Fielding *Throwing *Pitching *Catching And with over 230 of the game’s best drills, coverage of
team offense and defense, pitch selection, pitch recognition, and in-game strategies, Softball Skills
and Drills is simply the most comprehensive and practical guide on the sport. Whether striving to
become a complete player or preparing your team for another championship run, Softball Skills
&Drills is the one book you cannot be without.

wiffle ball batting practice: The Losers Club Andrew Clements, 2018-07-10 The beloved New
York Times bestselling author of the modern classic Frindle celebrates books and the joy of reading
with a new school story to love! Sixth grader Alec can’t put a good book down. So when Principal
Vance lays down the law—pay attention in class, or else—Alec takes action. He can’t lose all his
reading time, so he starts a club. A club he intends to be the only member of. After all, reading isn’t
a team sport, and no one would want to join something called the Losers Club, right? But as more
and more kids find their way to Alec’s club—including his ex-friend turned bully and the girl Alec is
maybe starting to like—Alec notices something. Real life might be messier than his favorite books,
but it’s just as interesting. With The Losers Club, Andrew Clements brings us a new school story
that’s a love letter to books and to reading and that reminds us that sometimes the best stories are
the ones that happen off the page—our own! Winner of the Rhode Island Children's Book Award
(2019) Winner of the International Reading Association and Children's Book Council: Children's



Choices List (2018) Winner of the Garden State Children's Book Award (2020) 2021 Grand Canyon
Reader Award Nominee A Kansas William White Master List Selection (2018 & 2019) An Arkansas
Charlie May Simon Children's Book Award Nominee (2019) A California Young Reader Medal
Nominee (2019) A Nebraska Golden Sower Award Nominee (2019) A Virginia Young Readers
Program Award Nominee (2019) A Minnesota Maud Heart Lovelace Award Nominee (2019) A
Missouri Mark Twain Award Nominee (2019) An Oregon Reader’s Choice Award Nominee (2019)
Praise for The Losers Club! * Clements’s latest is engaging and funny. A laugh-out-loud first
purchase for all middle grade collections, and a solid read-aloud choice for classrooms.—School
Library Journal, Starred Review Clements is out to celebrate reading in all its obsessiveness,
and...tosses in shout-outs to a passel of other writers. [The Losers Club] gives fried bookworms
everywhere the satisfaction of knowing that friends may desert them (if only temporarily) but books
never will. —The New York Times Praise for Andrew Clements! “Clements is a genius.” —The New
York Times “We have never read an Andrew Clements book that we haven’t loved.” —The
Washington Post

wiffle ball batting practice: Shoot the Gap Jim Anaple, 2018-05-11 Since he was five years old
all Tyler Kincaid really knew was baseball from when his great-grandfather gave him a 1920’s era
baseball glove and he began to use it. By the time Tyler was in his late thirties baseball was still, for
the most part, all that he had known. But now, sensing his playing days were coming to a close Tyler
began to search for what life had in store for him next. Tyler then found himself in the small town of
Cummings Hicks where he was playing for this city’s minor league baseball team. Little did he know
that the town’s mysterious past and an unlikely source would help provide him the answers he was
looking for, by learning about some of baseball’s most unusual history and anomalies.

wiffle ball batting practice: 100 Things Rangers Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Rusty Burson, 2012-04 Being a Rangers fan is about more than watching the team win the big game,
and this book helps fans get the most out of it. Taking 40 years of Rangers history, the book distills it
to the absolute best and most compelling moments, identifying the personalities, events, and facts
every Rangers fan should know without hesitation. Numbers with huge import, such as 8, 34, and
1972; nicknames such as Pudge, Juan Gone, and Ryan Express; plus memorable moments, singular
achievements, and signature calls all highlight the list. Experiences are another important part of
the fabric of being a fan, so the book also includes things Rangers fans should actually see and do
before they join Billy Martin and others at the Pearly Gates. From having a brew at the best Rangers
bars in Texas to discovering the boyhood home of Nolan Ryan and finding the best food at Rangers
Ballpark in Arlington, this book contains numerous tips and suggestions for enjoying all aspects of
Rangers fandom.

wiffle ball batting practice: Youth Baseball Drills Peter Caliendo, 2014-04-28 Coaches know
the importance of drills. The cornerstone of most practices, they are essential in developing player
skills and team execution. For younger players, however, the best drills go one step further. They
engage the player, promote teamwork, and establish a lifelong love of the game. Youth Baseball
Drills is a comprehensive collection of more than 100 of the very best team drills for young players
and their coaches. Developed specifically for players aged 6 to 18, the drills teach and reinforce
fundamental skills such as these: ¢ Hitting * Bunting ¢ Fielding ¢ Catching fly balls « Throwing °
Pitching * Base running Easy to understand and easier to implement, each drill is accompanied by
step-by-step instructions, equipment needs, field diagrams, and key coaching points. And the
ready-to-use 30-, 60-, and 90-minute practice plans help coaches put them to use and create
enjoyable and productive practices. With variations and progressions for difficulty, Youth Baseball
Drills has something for every coach and every player. It is a must-have guide for anyone wanting to
teach youngsters how to play, and enjoy, the game of baseball.

wiffle ball batting practice: Baseball's Memorable Misses Dan Schlossberg, 2023-02-07
Baseball books span the spectrum from the All-Stars to the has-beens but invariably overlook the
endless string of things that could have happened but didn't. Baseball’s Memorable Misses fills that
void, pointing out little-known facts perfect for both rabid and casual fans. Who knew that Willie



Mays never won an RBI crown or that Stan Musial hit the most home runs in one day but never led
his league in a season? Nolan Ryan had zero Cy Young Awards despite owning records for strikeouts
and no-hitters. Roger Clemens, on the other hand, had a record seven Cy Youngs and two
20-strikeout games but zero no-hitters.There were also zero no-hitters by Greg Maddux, who has
more wins than any living pitcher. Players took zeroes and sometimes double-zeroes as uniform
numbers. Veteran baseball writer Dan Schlossberg delves into the previously-unknown world of
baseball zeroes, exploring everything from Christy Mathewson's zero runs allowed in the 1905
World Series to the three perfect games pitched in Yankee Stadium. This book also reveals that
there were zero no-hitters pitched by Pirates at Pittsburgh's Forbes Field even though visiting
pitchers did not fall victim to that hex. There have been zero players who hit five home runs in one
game but two who have hit five in one day. This is a book of Almost But Not Quite (ABNQ for short)
but also a book that suggests baseball's second century can be almost as intriguing as its first. With
the help of author Doug Lyons, who wrote the foreword, and celebrated baseball cartoonist Ronnie
Joyner, this is also a utilitarian volume, perfect for the living room coffee table or even the bathroom.
Like the game itself, Baseball’'s Memorable Misses is fun--and perfect for rain delays in season or
off-season enjoyment.

wiffle ball batting practice: Ultimate Baseball Road Trip Josh Pahigian, Kevin O'Connell,
2012-03-27 Presents a comprehensive guide to every major league ballpark in the United States and
Canada, discussing their history, seating, tickets, special features, reviews of the food stands,
attractions, and surrounding restaurants.--
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