
wildflowers of wisconsin field guide
wildflowers of wisconsin field guide serves as an essential resource for botanists,
nature enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the diverse flora of Wisconsin. This guide
provides a comprehensive overview of the most common and notable wildflowers found
across Wisconsin’s varied landscapes, including prairies, woodlands, and wetlands.
Understanding the identification, habitat, and blooming seasons of these wildflowers
enhances appreciation of the state’s natural beauty and supports conservation efforts. This
article explores the ecological significance of Wisconsin’s wildflowers, detailed
descriptions of prominent species, and practical tips for field identification. Additionally, it
offers guidance on the best locations and times to observe these native plants in their
natural settings. The following sections will present an overview of Wisconsin’s wildflower
habitats, a detailed field guide to key species, and advice on conservation and ethical
wildflower observation.

Overview of Wisconsin Wildflower Habitats

Key Wildflower Species in Wisconsin

Seasonal Blooming Patterns

Field Identification Techniques

Conservation and Ethical Observation

Overview of Wisconsin Wildflower Habitats
Wisconsin’s diverse ecosystems provide a rich variety of habitats where wildflowers thrive.
These habitats range from open prairies and meadows to dense woodlands and moist
wetlands. Each environment supports a unique assemblage of wildflower species adapted
to specific soil types, moisture levels, and sunlight exposure. Understanding these habitats
is crucial for anyone using a wildflowers of Wisconsin field guide to locate and identify
species accurately.

Prairies and Meadows
Prairies are characterized by open, sunlit areas dominated by grasses and herbaceous
plants. Wisconsin’s native prairies, though diminished by agriculture and development,
remain hotspots for wildflowers such as coneflowers, blazing stars, and prairie clovers.
These plants typically require well-drained soils and full sunlight to flourish.



Woodlands and Forest Edges
Woodland habitats provide a shaded environment with rich organic soil, supporting shade-
tolerant wildflowers. Species like trilliums, wild ginger, and bloodroot are common in
Wisconsin’s hardwood forests. Forest edges offer transitional zones where sunlight is
more available, allowing a mix of woodland and prairie species to coexist.

Wetlands and Riparian Zones
Wetlands, including marshes and swamps, host wildflowers adapted to saturated soils and
fluctuating water levels. Plants such as cardinal flower, swamp milkweed, and blue flag
iris are typical wetland species in Wisconsin. These areas are critical for biodiversity and
provide important resources for pollinators.

Key Wildflower Species in Wisconsin
Identifying the most prominent wildflowers is an integral part of a wildflowers of
Wisconsin field guide. Below are detailed descriptions of several iconic and widespread
species, highlighting their distinctive features and ecological roles.

Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
The Black-eyed Susan is one of Wisconsin’s most recognizable wildflowers, easily
identified by its bright yellow petals and dark brown central cone. It blooms from mid-
summer to early autumn and thrives in prairies and open fields. This species attracts a
variety of pollinators, including bees and butterflies.

Wild Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa)
Wild Bergamot, also known as bee balm, features lavender to pink tubular flowers
arranged in dense clusters. It grows in prairies, meadows, and along roadsides. This
aromatic plant is highly attractive to hummingbirds and pollinating insects, making it an
important species for ecosystem health.

Trillium (Trillium spp.)
Trillium species are early spring woodland wildflowers distinguished by their three-
petaled flowers and whorled leaves. Common in Wisconsin forests, species such as the
large-flowered trillium bloom in April and May. These plants prefer moist, shaded
conditions and are indicators of healthy forest ecosystems.



Prairie Coneflower (Ratibida pinnata)
The Prairie Coneflower has distinctive drooping yellow petals surrounding a spiky central
cone. It is a prairie native that blooms from midsummer through fall. This species is
drought-tolerant and commonly found in well-drained soils, contributing to prairie
biodiversity.

Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa)
Butterfly Weed is a vibrant orange milkweed species, critical for monarch butterfly
populations. Its clusters of bright flowers bloom from June to August in open fields and
prairies. This wildflower is a key nectar source and larval host plant for butterflies and
other pollinators.

Seasonal Blooming Patterns
Understanding the seasonal blooming patterns of Wisconsin wildflowers is essential for
effective field observation and identification. Wildflowers bloom in distinct periods
throughout the growing season, influenced by temperature, daylight, and moisture
availability.

Spring Bloomers
Spring wildflowers typically emerge early in the season, taking advantage of the sunlight
before tree canopies fully develop. Species such as trilliums, bloodroot, and Dutchman’s
breeches bloom from March through May. These plants tend to have short blooming
windows and require careful timing for observation.

Summer Bloomers
Summer blooming wildflowers, including Black-eyed Susan, wild bergamot, and butterfly
weed, flourish from June through August. These species often dominate prairies and open
fields, providing critical nectar sources for pollinators during the height of the growing
season.

Fall Bloomers
Several wildflowers bloom late in the season, extending the availability of nectar and
seeds into autumn. Examples include goldenrod, aster, and prairie coneflower. These late
bloomers are important for sustaining pollinator populations preparing for winter.



Field Identification Techniques
Employing accurate field identification techniques enhances the utility of any wildflowers
of Wisconsin field guide. Key methods focus on observing morphological features, habitat
context, and phenology.

Examining Flower Structure
Flower shape, color, petal arrangement, and reproductive structures are primary
identification markers. Detailed observation of these traits helps distinguish between
similar species. For example, the number of petals and the presence of a central cone are
diagnostic features for many prairie wildflowers.

Leaf and Stem Characteristics
Leaves vary widely in shape, size, and arrangement, providing additional clues for
identification. Stem texture and branching patterns also assist in distinguishing species.
Some wildflowers have hairy stems, while others are smooth, adding to identification
accuracy.

Using Habitat and Bloom Time
Knowing the typical habitat and blooming season of a wildflower narrows down potential
species. For instance, finding a flower in a wetland area during early summer suggests
different species than one found in a dry prairie in late summer.

Recommended Tools for Field Identification

Hand lens or magnifying glass for close examination

Field notebook for recording observations

Wildflower identification app or physical guidebook

Camera for capturing images for later review

Conservation and Ethical Observation
Protecting Wisconsin’s wildflowers requires mindful conservation practices. Many native
species are sensitive to habitat disturbance and human impact. Ethical wildflower
observation helps preserve these plants for future generations and supports overall
ecosystem health.



Minimizing Habitat Disturbance
Visitors should stay on established trails and avoid trampling vegetation. Collecting
wildflowers is discouraged except under regulated conditions, as removal can reduce
reproductive success and degrade habitats.

Supporting Native Plant Conservation
Participating in native plant restoration projects and supporting local conservation
organizations contributes to maintaining Wisconsin’s floral diversity. Planting native
wildflowers in gardens and public spaces can also provide habitat for pollinators and help
connect fragmented ecosystems.

Promoting Awareness and Education
Educational initiatives and guided wildflower walks increase public knowledge about the
importance of native plants. Using a wildflowers of Wisconsin field guide in these contexts
fosters appreciation and encourages responsible stewardship of natural areas.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Wildflowers of Wisconsin Field Guide'?
The 'Wildflowers of Wisconsin Field Guide' is a comprehensive book that helps readers
identify and learn about the diverse wildflower species found throughout Wisconsin.

Who is the author of the 'Wildflowers of Wisconsin Field
Guide'?
The 'Wildflowers of Wisconsin Field Guide' is authored by Stan Tekiela, a naturalist and
wildlife photographer known for his detailed guides.

How many wildflower species are covered in the guide?
The guide typically includes detailed information and photographs of over 200 wildflower
species native to Wisconsin.

What features make this field guide useful for
beginners?
The guide includes clear photographs, detailed descriptions, blooming seasons, habitat
information, and easy-to-follow identification tips, making it accessible for beginners.



Can the 'Wildflowers of Wisconsin Field Guide' be used
for identifying flowers outside Wisconsin?
While focused on Wisconsin, many wildflower species are common in neighboring states,
so the guide can be useful in nearby regions with similar habitats.

Does the guide include information on the ecological
importance of wildflowers?
Yes, the guide provides insights into the ecological roles of wildflowers, including their
relationships with pollinators and their importance in local ecosystems.

Are there digital versions or apps available for the
'Wildflowers of Wisconsin Field Guide'?
Some versions of Stan Tekiela's guides are available in digital formats and mobile apps,
making it easier to identify wildflowers in the field.

Where can I purchase the 'Wildflowers of Wisconsin
Field Guide'?
The guide can be purchased online through retailers like Amazon, local bookstores, nature
centers, and sometimes at Wisconsin state parks gift shops.

Additional Resources
1. Wildflowers of Wisconsin: A Field Guide to the Open Country
This comprehensive guide offers detailed descriptions and vibrant photographs of over
300 wildflower species found throughout Wisconsin. Ideal for both beginners and
experienced botanists, it includes information on plant habitats, blooming seasons, and
identification tips. The book emphasizes open country environments such as prairies and
meadows, making it a valuable resource for exploring Wisconsin’s natural beauty.

2. Prairie Wildflowers of Wisconsin and the Upper Midwest
Focusing on the rich prairie ecosystems, this field guide highlights the diverse wildflower
species that thrive in Wisconsin and neighboring states. It features easy-to-use keys and
detailed illustrations, helping readers distinguish similar species. The book also discusses
restoration efforts and the ecological importance of prairie habitats.

3. Wildflowers and Ferns of Wisconsin Woodlands
This guide specializes in the wildflowers and ferns found in Wisconsin’s forested areas.
With clear photographs and descriptive text, it aids in identifying species commonly
encountered on woodland hikes. The book also provides insights into the ecological roles
of these plants and their seasonal changes.

4. Field Guide to the Wildflowers of Wisconsin and the Midwest
Covering a broad range of Midwest wildflowers, this field guide includes over 400 species



with detailed descriptions, photos, and range maps. It’s designed for naturalists, hikers,
and gardeners interested in regional plant life. The guide also offers tips for ethical
wildflower observation and conservation.

5. Wildflowers of the Midwest: A Natural History
This book combines stunning photography with natural history information about
wildflowers across the Midwest, including Wisconsin. It explores plant biology, pollination,
and relationships with wildlife, enhancing the reader’s appreciation of wildflower ecology.
The narrative style makes it accessible to readers of all ages.

6. Wisconsin Wildflowers: A Seasonal Guide
Organized by blooming season, this field guide helps readers identify wildflowers
throughout the year in Wisconsin. It features seasonal checklists and photographs that
highlight changes in plant communities. The book is perfect for those interested in
tracking phenological shifts and seasonal patterns.

7. The Wildflowers of Wisconsin’s Great Lakes Shoreline
This specialized guide focuses on the unique wildflower species found along Wisconsin’s
Great Lakes shoreline. It includes descriptions of coastal habitats and adaptations of
plants to this environment. The book is a valuable tool for exploring the intersection of
aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.

8. A Field Guide to Wisconsin’s Native Wildflowers
This guide emphasizes native wildflower species, promoting awareness and conservation
of indigenous plants. It includes detailed identification keys, ecological notes, and
information on traditional uses by Native American communities. The book serves as both
a field companion and an educational resource.

9. Wildflowers of Wisconsin and the Midwest: An Identification Guide
Offering clear, concise descriptions and over 500 color photographs, this identification
guide helps readers distinguish between common and rare wildflower species. It includes
habitat information and tips for responsible foraging and observation. The guide is
suitable for students, educators, and outdoor enthusiasts alike.
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  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Wildflowers of Wisconsin Field Guide Stan Tekiela,
2021-07-06 Learn to identify wildflowers in Wisconsin with this handy field guide, organized by
color. With this famous field guide by award-winning author and naturalist Stan Tekiela, you can
make wildflower identification simple, informative, and productive. There’s no need to look through
dozens of photos of wildflowers that don’t grow in Wisconsin. Learn about 200 of the most common
and important species found in the state. They’re organized by color and then by size for ease of use.
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Fact-filled information contains the particulars that you want to know, while full-page photographs
provide the visual detail needed for accurate identification. Book Features 200 species: Only
Wisconsin wildflowers! Simple color guide: See a purple flower? Go to the purple section Fact-filled
information and stunning professional photographs Icons that make visual identification quick and
easy Stan’s Notes, including naturalist tidbits and facts This new edition includes updated
photographs, expanded information, and even more of Stan’s expert insights. Grab Wildflowers of
Wisconsin Field Guide for your next outing—to help you positively identify the wildflowers that you
see.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Wildflowers of Wisconsin and the Great Lakes Region
Merel R. Black, Emmet J. Judziewicz, 2009-02-13 Describing more than 1,100 species, this is a
comprehensive guide to wildflowers in Wisconsin and parts of Minnesota, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, and Ontario. A new introduction to this second edition discusses wildflowers in the context of
their natural communities. Packed with detailed information, this field guide is compact enough to
be handy for outdoors lovers of all kinds, from novice naturalists to professional botanists. It
includes: • more than 1,100 species from 459 genera in 100 families • many rare and previously
overlooked species • 2,100 color photographs and 300 drawings • Wisconsin distribution maps for
almost all plants • brief descriptions including distinguishing characteristics of the species •
Wisconsin status levels for each species of wildflower (native, invasive, endangered, etc.) •
derivation of Latin names.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Wildflowers of Wisconsin and the Upper Midwest Merel
R. Black, Emmet J. Judziewicz, 2008
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Birds of Wisconsin Field Guide Stan Tekiela, 2020-04-07
Learn to Identify Birds in Wisconsin! Make bird watching even more enjoyable. With Wisconsin’s
best-selling bird guide, field identification is simple and informative. There’s no need to look through
dozens of photos of birds that don’t live in your area. This book features 120 species of Wisconsin
birds organized by color for ease of use. Do you see a yellow bird and don’t know what it is? Go to
the yellow section to find out. Crisp, stunning full-page photographs present the species as you’ll see
them in nature, and a “compare” feature helps you to decide between look-alikes. Plus, Stan
Tekiela’s naturalist notes feature fascinating tidbits and facts. This new edition includes 10 new
species, updated photographs and range maps, expanded information, and even more of Stan’s
expert insights. So grab Birds of Wisconsin Field Guide for your next birding adventure—to help
ensure that you positively identify the birds that you see.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Northern Wisconsin All-Outdoors Atlas & Field
Guide Sportsman's Connection, 2012-09-03 Sportsman's Connection's Northern Wisconsin
All-Outdoors Atlas & Field Guide contains maps created at twice the scale of other road atlases,
which means double the detail. And while the maps are sure to be the finest quality you have ever
used, the thing that makes this book unique is all the additional information. Your favorite outdoor
activities including fishing lakes and streams, hunting, camping, hiking and biking,snowmobiling and
off-roading, paddeling, skiing, golfing and wildlife viewing are covered in great depth with helpful
editorial and extensive tables, which are all cross-referenced and indexed to the map pages in a way
that's fun and easy to use.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: A Field Guide to Wildflowers Roger Tory Peterson,
Margaret McKenny, 1968 This book is a guide to the wildflowers in the Northcentral and Eastern
regions of the United States.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Wildflowers of Door County Paul G. Mahlberg,
Marilyn Waite Mahlberg, 2000 A field guide to the wildflowers that can be found in one of the most
unique and beautiful places in America.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Trees of Wisconsin Field Guide Stan Tekiela, 2021-04-27
Learn to identify Wisconsin trees with this handy field guide, organized by leaf type and attachment.
With this famous field guide by award-winning author and naturalist Stan Tekiela, you can make tree
identification simple, informative, and productive. There’s no need to look through dozens of photos



of trees that don’t grow in Wisconsin. Learn about 101 species found in the state, organized by leaf
type and attachment. Just look at a tree’s leaves, then go to the correct section to learn what it is.
Fact-filled information contains the particulars that you want to know, while full-page photographs
provide the visual detail needed for accurate identification. Book Features 101 species: Every native
tree plus common non-natives Easy to use: Thumb tabs show leaf type and attachment Compare
feature: Decide between look-alikes Stan’s Notes: Naturalist tidbits and facts Professional photos:
Crisp, stunning full-page images This new edition includes updated photographs; expanded
information; a Quick Compare section for leaves, needles, and silhouettes; and even more of Stan’s
expert insights. So grab Trees of Wisconsin Field Guide for your next outing—to help ensure that you
positively identify the trees that you see.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Native Plants of the Midwest Alan Branhagen,
2016-11-09 Native Plants of the Midwest, by regional plant expert Alan Branhagan, features the best
native plants in the heartland and offers clear and concise guidance on how to use them in the
garden. Plant profiles for more than 500 species of trees, shrubs, vines, perennials, ground covers,
bulbs, and annuals contain the common and botanical names, growing information, tips on using the
plant in a landscape, and advice on related plants. You’ll learn how to select the right plant and how
to design with native plants. Helpful lists of plants for specific purposes are shared throughout. This
comprehensive book is for native plant enthusiasts and home gardeners in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana,
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, northern
Arkansas, and eastern Kansas.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: The Wisconsin Garden Guide Jerry Minnich, 1995
Thousands of Wisconsin gardeners have come to depend on this comprehensive guide of vegetables,
flowers, fruits and plants that thrive in Wisconsin's challenging climate. Featured is information on
composting and mulching, insects and pests, and tools and resources. The book also contains
information on landscaping and houseplants.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Mammals of Wisconsin Field Guide Stan Tekiela,
2025-03-04 Identify Wisconsin mammals with this easy-to-use field guide, organized by family and
featuring full-color photographs and helpful information. Whether you happen upon an animal track
or actually see wildlife in nature, interacting with mammals is a thrill. Learn to identify mammals in
Wisconsin. With Stan Tekiela’s famous field guide, mammal identification is simple and informative.
The Mammals of Wisconsin Field Guide features all 71 species found in the state, organized by
family and then by size. When you see a mammal, you can determine its family by common visual
characteristics and then turn to the corresponding section to find out what it is! Fact-filled
information contains the particulars that you want to know, while full-color photographs provide the
visual detail needed for accurate identification. This second edition includes updated photographs
and range maps, expanded information, and even more of Stan’s expert insights. So grab the
Mammals of Wisconsin Field Guide for your next outing to help ensure that you positively identify
the wildlife you see. Inside you’ll find: All 71 of Wisconsin’s mammals, from mice to moose Facts
about size, habitat, range, young, and more Times each animal is most likely to be active and signs it
might leave behind Professional photos, range maps, and track patterns Stan’s naturalist notes and
fascinating facts
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Backpacking Wisconsin Jack Parker Hailman,
Elizabeth D. Hailman, 2000 Wisconsin is a premier backpacking state, with outstanding
opportunities for weekend trips. With its Great Lakes and river boundaries, national and state parks
and forests, and stunning geological diversity, it offers a variety of experiences for both novice and
experienced backpackers. In Backpacking Wisconsin Jack and Liz Hailman, drawing on years of
personal experience, provide first-hand information for trails in every corner of the state--from the
wooded Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, inhabited by whitetailed deer and black bears, to
picturesque Newport State Park in Door County, set upon Silurian-age limestone laid down over 100
million years ago. For each backpacking site you'll find: * information on entrance fees and permits,
campsites, & contact sources * directions to the location * detailed trail maps with keys that pinpoint



roads, parking, trail shelters, water supplies, outhouses * ratings for trails, scenery, quiet, solitude,
and interest * background information on history, geology, and terrain * trail notes describing trees,
shrubs, wildflowers, birds, and animals you may encounter. Backpacking Wisconsin also provides an
overview of the backpacking experience, tips for the beginner and the expert, hints on how to
choose equipment (boots, packs, tents, sleeping bags, rain gear, stoves), notes on troublesome
plants and animals, a list of state areas that no longer offer backpacking, schedules of fees, a
checklist for backpacks, and a list of trail, outdoor, and conservation organizations. For those
hesitant to venture deep into wilderness, the Hailmans spotlight quasi-backpacking sites. All you
have to do is pick a trail!
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: The Midwestern Native Garden Charlotte Adelman,
Bernard L. Schwartz, 2011-09-21 Midwestern gardeners and landscapers are becoming increasingly
attracted to noninvasive regional native wildflowers and plants over popular nonnative species. The
Midwestern Native Garden offers viable alternatives to both amateurs and professionals, whether
they are considering adding a few native plants or intending to go native all the way. Native plants
improve air and water quality, reduce use of pesticides, and provide vital food and reproductive sites
to birds and butterflies, that nonnative plants cannot offer, helping bring back a healthy ecosystem.
The authors provide a comprehensive selection of native alternatives that look similar or even
identical to a range of nonnative ornamentals. These are native plants that are suitable for all
garden styles, bloom during the same season, and have the same cultivation requirements as their
nonnative counterparts. Plant entries are accompanied by nature notes setting out the specific birds
and butterflies the native plants attract. The Midwestern Native Garden will be a welcome guide to
gardeners whose styles range from formal to naturalistic but who want to create an authentic sense
of place, with regional natives. The beauty, hardiness, and easy maintenance of native Midwestern
plants will soon make them the new favorites.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Gentle Hikes of Minnesota’s North Shore Ladona
Tornabene, Lisa Vogelsang, Melanie Morgan, 2018-07-17 The Minnesota hiking guide for everyone!
Minnesota’s North Shore, from Duluth to the Canadian Border, is renowned for its beauty.
Picturesque waterfalls, winding rivers, rocky landscapes, and, of course, Lake Superior attract
visitors from across the Midwest. With Gentle Hikes of Minnesota’s North Shore, there’s no need to
fill your backpack with gear or plan an overnight camping trip to see the best of this unparalleled
region. Authors Ladona Tornabene, Lisa Vogelsang, and Melanie Morgan present the top outings
under 3 miles in length. Are you short on time? Did you bring the kids? Does your group come with a
range of physical abilities? No problem! With this revised and updated guidebook, you have details
about more than 45 short hikes at your fingertips. Each trail entry includes full-color photos, a map,
and the information you want to know: total length, surface type, resting areas, trail highlights, and
more. As an added bonus, the book includes details on 15 scenic walks less than a mile long, 18
waysides and scenic locales, and 11 picnic sites. Plus, there are special sections for people traveling
in RVs and for people with physical challenges. Plan the perfect outdoor adventures for your entire
family, including small children and seniors. These gentle yet spectacular hikes are inviting for
everyone!
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Wildflowers of the Boundary Waters Betty Vos
Hemstad, 2009 Arranged by season and including helpful as seen while hiking views, this guidebook
opens up a world of natural beauty for wildflower watchers in northen climes.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Wisconsin's Natural Communities Randy Hoffman,
2002-09-20 Cattails grow in a marsh, pitcher plants grow in a bog, jewelweed grows in a swamp,
right? Do sandhill cranes live among sandy hills? Frogs live near lakes and ponds, but can they live
on prairies, too? What is a pine barrens, an oak opening, a calcareous fen? Wisconsin’s Natural
Communities is an invitation to discover, explore, and understand Wisconsin’s richly varied natural
environment, from your backyard or neighborhood park to stunning public preserves.Part 1 of the
book explains thirty-three distinct types of natural communities in Wisconsin—their characteristic
trees, beetles, fish, lichens, butterflies, reptiles, mammals, wildflowers—and the effects of geology,



climate, and historical events on these habitats. Part 2 describes and maps fifty natural areas on
public lands that are outstanding examples of these many different natural communities: Crex
Meadows, Horicon Marsh, Black River Forest, Maribel Caves, Whitefish Dunes, the Blue Hills, Avoca
Prairie, the Moquah Barrens and Chequamegon Bay, the Ridges Sanctuary, Cadiz Springs, Devil’s
Lake, and many others. Intended for anyone who has a love for the natural world, this book is also
an excellent introduction for students. And, it provides landowners, public officials, and other
stewards of our environment with the knowledge to recognize natural communities and manage
them for future generations.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Basic Guide to Wisconsin's Wetlands and Their
Boundaries , 1995
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Blue Shadows Farm Jerry Apps, 2009-09-16 Fans of
Jerry Apps will delight in his latest novel, Blue Shadows Farm, which follows the intriguing family
story of three generations on a Wisconsin farm. Silas Starkweather, a Civil War veteran, is drawn to
Wisconsin and homesteads 160 acres in Ames County, where he is known as the mysterious farmer
forever digging holes. After years of hardship and toil, however, Silas develops a commitment to
farming his land and respect for his new community. When Silas’s son Abe inherits Blue Shadows
Farm he chooses to keep the land out of reluctant necessity, distilling and distributing “purified corn
water” throughout Prohibition and the Great Depression in order to stay solvent. Abe’s daughter,
Emma, willingly takes over the farm after her mother’s death. Emma’s love for this place inspires
her to open the farm to school-children and families who share her respect for it. As she considers
selling the land, Emma is confronted with a difficult question—who, through thick and thin, will care
for Blue Shadows Farm as her family has done for over a century? In the midst of a controversy that
disrupts the entire community, Emma looks into her family’s past to help her make crucial decisions
about the future of its land. Through the story of the Starkweather family’s changing fortunes, and
each generation’s very different relationship with the farm and the land, Blue Shadows Farm is in
some ways the narrative of all farmers and the increasingly difficult challenges they face as
committed stewards of the land. Finalist, General Fiction, Midwest Book Awards
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Door County's Wildflowers Frances M. Burton,
Aurelia M. Stampp, 2005 Field guide to wild flowers of Deer County, Wisconsin, Color photographs
of 225 wild flowers, one per page, plus information about flower's history, uses, and how named
Inclusis an introduction, flower chart, list of flowers groped by color, bibliography, and index.
Flowers are arranged in book according to Season of its characteristics. Each flower's photo is
accompanied by a description of its chariacteristics so that users can identify flowers in the field.
  wildflowers of wisconsin field guide: Old Farm Jerry Apps, 2013-03-29 One of the Midwest's
best-loved authors tells the story of his land, from the last great glacier that dug out its valleys and
formed its hills, to his own family's 40 year relationship with the beloved farm they call Roshara. In
this quiet but epic tale, Apps describes the Native Americans who lived on the land for hundreds of
years, tapping the maple trees and fishing the streams and lakes, as well as the first white settlers
who tilled its sandy acres, plowing the native grasses that grew taller than their teams of oxen. For
all their work, the farm proved tough to tame. Hardscrabble farming methods and hard luck often
brought failure. From land that provided only a marginal living for its early owners, this place we
call Roshara has provided much for my family and me, writes Apps. He and his wife and their
children have cared for the farm not so much to make a living as to enhance their lives. Apps
chronicles the family's efforts — always earnest, if sometimes ill-advised — to restore an old granary
into living space, develop a productive vegetable garden, manage the woodlots, reestablish a prairie,
and enjoy nature's sounds and silences. Breathtakingly beautiful color photographs by Apps's son,
Steve (a professional photographer), highlight the ever-changing beauty of the land in every season
and hint at the spiritual gifts that are the true bounty this family reaps from Roshara. Central to
Apps' work is his belief that the land is something to cherish and revere. Like Aldo Leopold before
him, Apps sounds an inspirational call to readers to preserve wild and rural places, leaving them in
better condition than we found them for future generations.
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