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windsor historical society windsor ct stands as a cornerstone institution dedicated to preserving and
promoting the rich heritage of Windsor, Connecticut. Established with the mission to safeguard the
town’s historical artifacts, documents, and stories, the society plays a vital role in educating the public
about Windsor’s significant past. This article delves into the history, mission, collections, and
educational programs offered by the Windsor Historical Society. Additionally, it explores the society’s
impact on the local community and how residents and visitors alike can engage with its resources.
Whether interested in colonial history, architectural preservation, or genealogical research, the Windsor
Historical Society provides invaluable insights and access to Windsor’s cultural legacy. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of this esteemed organization and its contributions to the

preservation of Windsor’s heritage.
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About the Windsor Historical Society

The Windsor Historical Society in Windsor, CT, is an established organization dedicated to the

collection, preservation, and interpretation of the town’s historical artifacts and records. Founded in the



mid-20th century, the society has grown into a respected institution that serves both the local
community and researchers interested in Connecticut’s history. Its mission focuses on fostering an
appreciation for Windsor’s historical significance, which dates back to its founding in 1633 as the first
English settlement in Connecticut. The society operates out of historic properties that themselves are

part of Windsor’s rich architectural heritage.

Mission and Vision

The primary mission of the Windsor Historical Society is to collect and preserve historical materials
related to Windsor and to provide educational opportunities that highlight the town’s cultural and
historical importance. The society envisions a community deeply connected to its past and actively
engaged in historic preservation and education. Through exhibits, publications, and outreach programs,

the society strives to keep Windsor’s history accessible and relevant.

Organizational Structure

The society is governed by a board of directors composed of local historians, community leaders, and
volunteers passionate about preserving Windsor’s past. Staff and volunteers work together to maintain
collections, organize events, and manage daily operations. Membership is open to individuals who
support the society’s goals, providing additional resources to sustain its preservation and educational

activities.

Historical Collections and Archives

The Windsor Historical Society houses an extensive collection of artifacts, documents, photographs,
and genealogical resources that chronicle the town’s evolution from its colonial origins to the present
day. These collections serve as a vital resource for historians, students, genealogists, and anyone
interested in local history. The archives are meticulously maintained to ensure the preservation of

fragile and rare materials.



Artifacts and Exhibits

The society’s artifact collection includes colonial-era tools, household items, clothing, and Native
American relics that provide tangible connections to Windsor’s past. Rotating exhibits showcase these
items alongside interpretive materials that contextualize their historical significance. Exhibits often
highlight specific themes such as early settlement life, industrial development, or prominent local

families.

Documentary Records

Extensive archival holdings include town records, census data, maps, newspapers, and personal
papers. These documents offer invaluable insights into Windsor’s social, economic, and political
history. Researchers can access land deeds, wills, and court records that illuminate the daily lives of

Windsor’s residents over the centuries.

Genealogical Resources

The society provides specialized resources for genealogical research, including family histories, church
registries, and cemetery records. These tools assist individuals tracing their ancestry and

understanding family connections within Windsor and the broader Connecticut region.

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

The Windsor Historical Society actively promotes public education through a variety of programs
designed to engage diverse audiences. These initiatives foster a deeper understanding of local history
and encourage community participation in preservation efforts. Educational outreach is a central

component of the society’s work.



Lectures and Workshops

The society regularly hosts lectures and workshops featuring historians, authors, and preservation
experts. Topics range from colonial history and architectural conservation to genealogy and historic
preservation techniques. These events provide opportunities for learning and dialogue among

community members and scholars.

School and Youth Programs

Educational programs tailored for schools and youth groups introduce students to Windsor’s history
through interactive tours, hands-on activities, and curriculum-aligned materials. These initiatives aim to

inspire the next generation to value and protect their heritage.

Community Events

Annual events such as historic house tours, heritage festivals, and holiday celebrations draw residents
and visitors to experience Windsor’s history firsthand. These gatherings strengthen community bonds

and highlight the society’s role as a cultural hub.

Preservation and Restoration Efforts

Preserving Windsor’s historic buildings and landmarks is a key focus of the Windsor Historical Society.
The organization collaborates with local government, preservation commissions, and property owners

to ensure that the town’s architectural heritage is maintained for future generations.

Historic Property Management

The society owns and manages several historic properties, including colonial-era homes and public

buildings. These properties serve as museums and educational sites where visitors can explore



authentic historical environments. Maintenance and restoration projects are carefully planned to adhere

to preservation standards.

Advocacy and Partnerships

The Windsor Historical Society advocates for the protection of historic sites and participates in
planning processes related to urban development and zoning. Partnerships with preservation

organizations and community groups amplify efforts to safeguard Windsor’s historical assets.

Preservation Guidelines and Resources

The society provides guidance and resources to property owners interested in restoring historic
structures. These include advice on appropriate materials, architectural styles, and grant opportunities

that support preservation work.

Visiting the Windsor Historical Society

The Windsor Historical Society welcomes visitors interested in exploring Windsor’s history through its
museums, exhibits, and research facilities. The society offers a well-curated experience that brings the

town’s past to life and invites meaningful engagement.

Location and Hours

The society is located in Windsor, CT, within easy access of the town center and major transportation
routes. Visitor hours vary seasonally, and appointments for research or group tours can often be

arranged in advance. Detailed information is available through the society’s contact channels.



Visitor Experience

Visitors can take guided tours of historic homes, view rotating exhibits, and participate in educational
programs. The society’s knowledgeable staff and volunteers provide context and answer questions to
enrich the experience. Gift shop offerings include books, reproductions, and memorabilia related to

Windsor’s history.

Membership and Support

Membership in the Windsor Historical Society offers benefits such as newsletters, event invitations,
and discounts at the gift shop. Supporters contribute to the preservation mission and help sustain the

society’s educational and operational activities.

¢ Access to exclusive events and lectures
¢ Opportunities to volunteer and participate in preservation projects

e Regular updates on local historical news and discoveries

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Windsor Historical Society in Windsor, CT?

The Windsor Historical Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of

Windsor, Connecticut through exhibits, educational programs, and community events.



Where is the Windsor Historical Society located in Windsor, CT?

The Windsor Historical Society is located at 96 Palisado Avenue, Windsor, Connecticut.

What types of exhibits can be found at the Windsor Historical Society?

The Windsor Historical Society features exhibits on local history including colonial artifacts, Native

American heritage, historic homes, and Windsor’s role in American history.

Does the Windsor Historical Society offer educational programs?

Yes, the Windsor Historical Society offers a variety of educational programs for all ages, including

school tours, lectures, workshops, and special events focused on local history.

How can | become a member of the Windsor Historical Society?

You can become a member by visiting the Windsor Historical Society's website or contacting their

office directly to join and support their mission through membership dues.

Are there any upcoming events hosted by the Windsor Historical
Society?

The Windsor Historical Society regularly hosts events such as historical reenactments, holiday
celebrations, and lecture series. Check their official website or social media for the latest event

schedule.

Can | volunteer at the Windsor Historical Society in Windsor, CT?

Yes, the Windsor Historical Society welcomes volunteers to help with various tasks including event
coordination, archival work, and guided tours. Interested individuals should contact the society to learn

more.



Additional Resources

1. Windsor, Connecticut: A Historical Overview

This book provides a comprehensive history of Windsor, Connecticut, from its founding in 1633 to the
present day. It explores the town's role in early American settlement, its development through the
centuries, and its cultural heritage. Richly illustrated with photos and maps, it is an essential resource

for members of the Windsor Historical Society and local history enthusiasts.

2. The Founding Families of Windsor, CT

Delving into the genealogies and stories of Windsor’s earliest settlers, this book highlights the
contributions of the town’s founding families. It offers detailed biographies, family trees, and personal
anecdotes that bring to life the people who shaped Windsor’s early community. A valuable reference

for genealogists and historians alike.

3. Historic Homes of Windsor: Architectural Heritage

This title showcases the architectural history of Windsor, featuring a collection of historic homes
preserved by the Windsor Historical Society. It discusses various architectural styles found in the town,
restoration efforts, and the stories behind these significant structures. The book is both a visual and

educational guide to Windsor’s built environment.

4. Windsor During the American Revolution

Focusing on Windsor’s strategic and social role during the Revolutionary War, this book examines
local militia activities, key events, and the impact of the conflict on residents. It includes firsthand
accounts, artifacts, and letters from the period. A fascinating look at how this Connecticut town

contributed to the fight for independence.

5. Windsor’s Industrial Transformation: 19th Century to Present

This volume traces Windsor’s evolution from an agricultural community to an industrial hub. It details
the rise of manufacturing, transportation developments, and economic changes that shaped the town’s
modern identity. The book also highlights the preservation efforts of the Windsor Historical Society

regarding industrial landmarks.



6. Native American Heritage in Windsor, CT

Exploring the indigenous history of the region, this book covers the lives and culture of Native
American tribes in the Windsor area before and after European settlement. It features archaeological
findings, oral histories, and cultural traditions. An important resource for understanding the deeper

history of Windsor’s land.

7. The Windsor Historical Society: Preserving Our Past

This book chronicles the founding and ongoing work of the Windsor Historical Society, including major
projects, exhibitions, and community programs. It sheds light on the society’s role in maintaining
Windsor’s historical records and landmarks. Readers gain insight into the importance of local historical

preservation efforts.

8. Windsor’s Educational Legacy: Schools and Learning Through Time

Detailing the history of education in Windsor, this book covers the establishment of early schools,
notable educators, and changes in curriculum over centuries. It includes photographs, school records,
and personal stories from former students. A tribute to the town’s commitment to learning and

community development.

9. Historic Cemeteries of Windsor, Connecticut
This guide explores the town’s historic cemeteries, highlighting notable gravesites, epitaphs, and
funerary art. It provides context about the cultural and historical significance of burial practices in

Windsor. An invaluable tool for historians, genealogists, and visitors interested in the town’s heritage.
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windsor historical society windsor ct: Genealogist's Address Book. 6th Edition Elizabeth
Petty Bentley, 2009-02 This book is the answer to the perennial question, What's out there in the
world of genealogy? What organizations, institutions, special resources, and websites can help me?
Where do I write or phone or send e-mail? Once again, Elizabeth Bentley's Address Book answers
these questions and more. Now in its 6th edition, The Genealogist's Address Book gives you access
to all the key sources of genealogical information, providing names, addresses, phone numbers, fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, websites, names of contact persons, and other pertinent information for
more than 27,000 organizations, including libraries, archives, societies, government agencies, vital
records offices, professional bodies, publications, research centers, and special interest groups.

windsor historical society windsor ct: The Ancestry Family Historian's Address Book
Juliana Szucs Smith, 2003 A directory of contact information for organizations in genealogical
research and how to find them.

windsor historical society windsor ct: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service,
1989

windsor historical society windsor ct: Directory of Historic House Museums in the United
States Patricia Chambers Walker, Thomas Graham, 2000 The first comprehensive guide to America's
historic house museums, this directory moves beyond merely listing institutions to providing
information about interpretive themes, historical and architectural significance, collections, and
cultural and social importance, along with programming events and facility information. Useful
cross-reference guides provide quick and easy ways of locating information on almost 2500
museums. A multi-functional reference for museum professionals, local historians, historic
preservationists or anyone interested in America's historic house museums.

windsor historical society windsor ct: Eighteen Hundred and Froze to Death John VH
Dippel, 2015-04-01 Almost 200 years ago the Northeast endured a dramatic, devastating series of
cold spells, destroying crops, forcing thousand to migrate west, and causing many to wonder if their
assumptions about a world governed by a beneficial Providence were valid. The so-called year
without a summer also exposed weaknesses in political and theological authorities, spurring a trend
toward scientific inquiry and greater democracy. An endangered New England agriculture gave
impetus to that region's manufacturing sector. The alarming threat to existence in that part of the
country (as well as most of Western Europe) thus helped usher in the modern era. This book is
written with the parallels between 1816 and our current climate change in mind: it introduces
informed non-specialists to the myriad of social, psychological, political, demographic, and economic
consequences which can be brought about by abrupt change. A major meteorological event
profoundly affected our nation’s development in 1816. This book shows how this weather
phenomenon acted as an accelerator of trends which were just emerging in the early 19th-century -
toward greater democracy and the spread of information; settlement of the Western frontier; use of
the scientific method to investigate and understand natural phenomena; questioning of long-held
religious beliefs as a result of increased knowledge; and industrialization as the means to expand the
scope and wealth of the United States. Like all my books, America’s First Climate Crisis is written in
an accessible, engaging style, using anecdotes and thumbnail sketches to evoke the mood and
important personalities of the day. While thoroughly researched, the book avoids the pitfall of
academic writing by appealing to the curiosity of intelligent readers who may be put off by
uninspired or technical language. The book is organized around various consequences of the
disastrous harvests of 1816: after outlining the nature and scope of this calamity, I describe how it
brought about a massive exodus to the Ohio Valley and shift in political and economic might to that
region; how it undermined the once-unquestioned authority of New England’s Federalist
establishment; how it gave greater credence to scientific explanations for weather events and
disasters; how it compelled New England merchants to abandon their opposition to manufacturing;



and how it helped create a modern awareness of humanity’s place in the universe.
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history of the region's most iconic crop, all the way back to early Native American uses and the
boom of the Civil War. Though fashionable in the 1950s, the popularity of cigars declined a decade
later, nearly destroying the region's tobacco industry. A resurgence in the 1990s brought new life to
the crop, and the reopening of Cuba in 2015 added a new chapter for cigar tobacco. Brianna Dunlap,
director of the Connecticut Valley Tobacco Museum, provides a guide to important tobacco
landmarks from East Haddam to Brattleboro, featuring stunning photography from Leonard
Hellerman. It is the story of the people--the farmers and field hands--who made tobacco the soul of
the valley.
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windsor historical society windsor ct: Windsor Rachel D. Kline, Windsor-Severance
Historical Society, 2012 With easy access to water and transportation, eager settlers saw
opportunities for commercial development while others sought a leisurely lakeside resort. Through
the ebb and flow of history, Windsor has stood as a steady and vibrant community.
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windsor historical society windsor ct: Windsor Locks Leslie Matthews Stansfield, 2003
Transportation has always played an important role in Windsor Locks, a Connecticut River town in
the north central part of the state named for the canal locks built here in 1829. Expansion continued
after the arrival of the railroad in the late 1860s; today, the town is an aviation center with an
international airport and an important air museum. Windsor Locks explores the
one-hundred-fifty-year-old town through vintage images and lively narrative, into which are woven
stories of the past drawn from interviews with longtime residents. Interesting historical details
include New England's first Christmas tree, created on a local farm when, in the German custom, a
Hessian soldier decorated a tree; and the first female governor to be elected in her own right, Ella
Grasso, born and raised here.
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House of Windsor - Wikipedia The House of Windsor is the current royal house of the United



Kingdom and other Commonwealth realms. The house's name was inspired by the historic Windsor
Castle estate

Windsor Castle - Royal Collection Trust Official website for Windsor Castle. Everything you need
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and designed by architect David Shroder of Maryland, was made of almost entirely 16-inch brick, all
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