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wine and spirit education trust level 1 is an introductory qualification
designed to provide a comprehensive foundation in the world of wines and
spirits. This course is ideal for beginners, hospitality professionals, and
enthusiasts aiming to gain a broad understanding of beverage categories,
production methods, and tasting techniques. The Wine and Spirit Education
Trust (WSET) is a globally recognized organization that offers structured
education in wines and spirits, with Level 1 serving as the first stepping
stone. This article explores the key features of the WSET Level 1 course,
including its curriculum, benefits, examination format, and how it fits into
the broader scheme of wine and spirit education. Whether preparing for a
career in the beverage industry or enhancing personal knowledge,
understanding the essentials of the WSET Level 1 is crucial. The article also
outlines study tips and resources to help candidates succeed in this
foundational certification.
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Overview of Wine and Spirit Education Trust
Level 1
The Wine and Spirit Education Trust Level 1 qualification is an entry-level
course designed to introduce the fundamental principles of wines and spirits.
It is primarily targeted at individuals beginning their journey into the
beverage industry or those with a personal interest in learning about these
products. The course provides a structured introduction to key categories of
wines and spirits, basic tasting techniques, and essential service practices.
Globally recognized, the WSET Level 1 serves as a benchmark for foundational
knowledge, ensuring that candidates understand the basics before progressing
to more advanced levels.



What is the Wine and Spirit Education Trust?
The Wine and Spirit Education Trust is an internationally respected
organization established to provide high-quality education and qualifications
in wines and spirits. It offers a range of courses from beginner to expert
levels, designed to cater to different needs within the beverage sector. WSET
qualifications are widely recognized by employers and professionals
worldwide, making them a valuable asset for anyone pursuing a career in wine,
spirits, or hospitality.

Target Audience for Level 1
WSET Level 1 is ideal for hospitality staff, sales teams, and individuals new
to wine and spirits who require a solid understanding of basic concepts. It
is also suitable for those who want to develop their knowledge to make
informed choices when purchasing or enjoying beverages. The course does not
require prior knowledge or experience, making it accessible to a broad
audience.

Curriculum and Learning Outcomes
The curriculum of the Wine and Spirit Education Trust Level 1 is carefully
designed to cover fundamental concepts and practical knowledge related to
wine and spirits. The course content is structured to ensure learners gain
essential skills in product identification, tasting, and service, providing a
strong foundation for further study.

Key Topics Covered
The Level 1 syllabus includes:

Introduction to different types of wines and spirits

Basic principles of wine production and grape varieties

Essential tasting techniques and terminology

Understanding how to serve wines and spirits correctly

Food and wine pairing basics

Responsible consumption and storage guidelines



Learning Outcomes
Upon completing the course, candidates will be able to:

Identify common wines and spirits and describe their characteristics

Apply basic tasting methods to assess appearance, aroma, and flavor

Understand key wine styles and their production methods

Demonstrate proper service techniques for wines and spirits

Make informed recommendations for food and beverage pairings

Benefits of Completing WSET Level 1
Achieving the Wine and Spirit Education Trust Level 1 certification offers
several advantages for both personal and professional development. This
qualification acts as a foundational credential that enhances knowledge,
confidence, and credibility within the beverage industry.

Professional Advantages
For those working in hospitality, retail, or sales, WSET Level 1
certification can improve job performance and open doors to career
advancement. Employers often value this qualification as it demonstrates a
commitment to professional development and a reliable baseline of product
knowledge.

Personal Benefits
Individuals interested in wine and spirits for personal enjoyment will
benefit from a deeper understanding of what they are drinking. This knowledge
enhances appreciation, helps in making better purchasing decisions, and
enriches social and dining experiences.

Global Recognition
WSET qualifications are recognized worldwide, making the Level 1 certificate
a valuable asset regardless of geographical location. It can serve as a step
toward more advanced certifications or specialized training within the
beverage sector.



Examination Structure and Assessment
The assessment for the Wine and Spirit Education Trust Level 1 course is
designed to measure a candidate’s understanding of the key concepts covered
during the program. The examination format is straightforward, focusing on
practical knowledge and basic theory.

Exam Format
The Level 1 exam typically consists of a multiple-choice test. Candidates are
required to answer questions related to wine and spirit types, production
methods, tasting notes, and service standards. The test is usually completed
within a short time frame, reflecting the introductory nature of the course.

Pass Criteria and Certification
To achieve the Level 1 certification, candidates must meet a minimum passing
score, which is set by WSET standards. Upon successful completion,
participants receive a certificate that can be used to demonstrate their
credentials in professional and academic settings.

How to Prepare for WSET Level 1
Effective preparation is essential to successfully complete the Wine and
Spirit Education Trust Level 1 course. While the course content is
introductory, structured study and practical experience will enhance
comprehension and exam performance.

Study Tips

Review course materials thoroughly, focusing on key terms and concepts

Practice tasting common wines and spirits to develop sensory skills

Engage in group discussions or study sessions to reinforce learning

Utilize flashcards or quizzes to test knowledge retention

Attend tastings or workshops, if possible, for hands-on experience



Resources for Learning
Many candidates benefit from supplementary resources such as textbooks,
online courses, and instructional videos. Official WSET materials provide
structured guidance aligned with the exam syllabus, which is highly
recommended for exam preparation.

Progression After WSET Level 1
Completing the Wine and Spirit Education Trust Level 1 is often the first
step in a structured path of beverage education. The qualification prepares
candidates for more advanced study and specialization within the field.

Next Steps in WSET Certification
After achieving Level 1, candidates can pursue WSET Level 2, which delves
deeper into wine and spirit knowledge, including more detailed tasting
techniques and global wine regions. Progression through the levels ultimately
leads to expert qualifications recognized internationally.

Career Development Opportunities
With foundational knowledge secured through Level 1, individuals can explore
various career paths such as sommelier, wine buyer, beverage manager, or
educator. The certification adds credibility and aids in networking within
the global wine and spirits community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET)
Level 1 Award?
The WSET Level 1 Award in Wines is an introductory qualification designed for
beginners who want to learn the basics of wine. It covers fundamental topics
such as types of wines, how to taste wine, and food and wine pairing.

Who should take the WSET Level 1 course?
The WSET Level 1 course is ideal for individuals new to wine, hospitality
staff, or anyone looking to build a foundation of wine knowledge quickly and
easily.



What topics are covered in the WSET Level 1 Award in
Wines?
The course covers key wine types and styles, basic grape varieties, how to
taste wine systematically, and an introduction to food and wine pairing
principles.

How is the WSET Level 1 Award assessed?
Assessment for the WSET Level 1 Award typically consists of a multiple-choice
exam that tests knowledge of wine types, tasting techniques, and food pairing
concepts learned during the course.

What are the benefits of completing the WSET Level 1
Award?
Completing the WSET Level 1 Award provides a recognized qualification that
enhances wine knowledge, boosts confidence in wine-related roles, and serves
as a stepping stone for higher-level WSET courses.

Additional Resources
1. WSET Level 1 Award in Wines Study Guide
This official study guide is designed for beginners pursuing the WSET Level 1
Award in Wines. It covers the fundamentals of wine styles, grape varieties,
and basic tasting techniques. The guide provides clear explanations and
visual aids to help students grasp essential wine knowledge quickly and
effectively.

2. WSET Level 1 Award in Spirits Course Book
Focused on the basics of spirits, this course book introduces learners to key
spirit categories, production methods, and tasting skills. It is an ideal
resource for those starting their journey in spirits education through WSET.
The content is straightforward and supports practical learning with real-
world examples.

3. The Wine Bible by Karen MacNeil
While not WSET-specific, this comprehensive book is widely recommended for
beginners and complements WSET Level 1 studies. It offers detailed insights
into wine regions, grape varieties, and wine tasting. The approachable
language and engaging narrative make it a great companion for wine
enthusiasts.

4. Essential WSET Level 1 Wines and Spirits Revision Guide
This revision guide condenses key information from the WSET Level 1 syllabus
into an easy-to-review format. It includes summaries, glossaries, and
practice questions to reinforce learning. The guide is perfect for exam
preparation and quick reference.



5. WSET Level 1 Award in Wines and Spirits Flashcards
These flashcards are a practical tool for memorizing important facts about
wines and spirits covered in the WSET Level 1 course. They help learners test
their knowledge on grape varieties, wine styles, and spirit types. Portable
and user-friendly, they support active recall and self-assessment.

6. Understanding Wine Technology by David Bird
This book offers a simplified explanation of the wine production process,
suitable for beginners. It provides foundational knowledge that complements
the WSET Level 1 curriculum by explaining how wines are made and how
different techniques affect taste. The clear diagrams and straightforward
text aid comprehension.

7. Introduction to Spirits: A WSET Level 1 Approach
A beginner-friendly book focusing on the world of spirits, aligning with WSET
Level 1 learning outcomes. It covers production methods, categories, and
basic tasting notes. The approachable style makes it useful for those new to
spirits education.

8. WSET Level 1 Tasting Workbook
This workbook is designed to guide students through structured wine tasting
exercises as per the WSET Level 1 framework. It includes tasting sheets,
descriptors, and tips to develop sensory skills. The practical approach helps
learners build confidence in identifying wine characteristics.

9. Wine Folly: Magnum Edition, The Master Guide by Madeline Puckette and
Justin Hammack
A visually engaging guide that introduces wine fundamentals in a clear and
concise manner. It covers grape varieties, wine regions, and tasting
techniques, complementing WSET Level 1 content. The book’s infographics and
approachable tone make it a valuable resource for beginners.
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2022-11-15 This is the only complete guide to wine education programs, classes, and scholarship.
Those wishing to increase their understanding and appreciation of wine for personal enjoyment or
social know-how, and those who desire to pursue or advance a professional career in the wine
industry now confront a plethora of wine education options with a confusing array of titles, degrees,
certificates, and specializations. Some wine education is free and short, while other programs can
cost dearly in time and money. Some courses of study take a few hours and others a few years.
Institutions offering wine education vary from state colleges and universities to non-profit
organizations and many profit-seeking companies. Sommeliers require training that may be mostly
useless to vintners. Someone who wants to deftly handle ordering wine in a restaurant probably
doesn’t want to learn about wine chemistry or Integrated Pest Management. Which program is right
for you? What’s the difference between an MS and an MW or an MS in viticulture? Is the education
for a CWE the same as that for a WSET Diploma? Are some schools better for learning about wine
journalism than the wine business? This book will help answer such questions. There are chapters on
wine studies programs and credentials, including for sommeliers and those working in the wine
trade; university viticulture and enology programs; wine business study programs; free online wine
education courses; wine studies scholarships; and wine mentorship programs. Advance Praise for
Leary's Global Wineology: This groundbreaking book on wine education will be useful to business
owners as well as wine enthusiasts. When I bought my wine business, I looked far and wide for
guidance on classes or programs to strengthen my wine knowledge. Nothing existed. It was an
arduous task to figure out which course to take amongst the so many offered! Charlie Leary has now
filled that gap. It will be useful to me not only in assessing candidates for employment, but also as a
resource in training my staff. This guide is indispensable for anyone in the wine trade, writ large,
and has lots of information of use to the general wine-drinking public who want to learn more. Sajive
Jain, Owner of Bottle Barn, Sonoma, California
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: Wine Sales and Distribution Paul Wagner, John C.
Crotts, Byron Marlowe, 2019-06-15 This definitive book offers the first focused guide for developing
personal wine-selling skills. The authors’ approach is based on a clear understanding of the
principles, strategies, and practices used by leading wine professionals. Step by step, the authors
explain how to develop relationships, understand customer needs, and deliver both products and
sales presentations in an efficient and effective way. Based on the authors’ over six decades of
combined research, consulting, and teaching in personal selling skills, the book draws on their
countless interviews and interactions with effective sales professionals in the wine and broader
hospitality industries. Many of their ideas have been incorporated into the unique consultative
selling skills framework they develop in this manual. The strategies they outline will be invaluable
for all those seeking to start or enhance a career in wine sales. For anyone who wishes to pursue a
career in the wine industry, whether their focus is distribution, retail sales, sommelier sales at a
restaurant, or working in a winery tasting room, this book will be an invaluable launching point.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: The Unfiltered Guide to Working in Wine Hillary
Zio, 2016-09-16 After a decade of wine experience, Hillary Zio has uncorked and dissected the
industry. This book is for anyone interested in or fascinated with pursuing a career in wine. Hillarys
no-BS approach tackles restaurant, retail, and wholesale positions with honest advice and trade
secrets. From certification schools to professional interviews, youll find layers of real advice to help
you find your place, land your dream job, and absolutely love what you do.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: Wine and Beverage Service Elizabeth Jimenez , Wine
and Beverage Service: Elevating the dining experience through the art of beverage service. This
comprehensive guide covers everything from wine selection and cellar management to responsible
alcohol service and emerging industry trends. Learn how to engage customers, pair beverages with
dishes, and provide exceptional service that leaves a lasting impression. Embrace sustainability,
offer specialized events, and stay ahead of the latest innovations to create an inclusive and
unforgettable experience for every guest. Master the art of beverage service and become a true
connoisseur in the world of fine drinks.



  wine and spirit education trust level 1: World Whisky & more: issue 4 , It has been an
excellent first year for our drinks community magazine project and I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank all of our readers and contributors for their support. We have plenty to offer in this issue
including some reports from magical places. Over the past year we have been fortunate to visit
Kavalan in Taiwan, Kupu in Hawaii, South Africa, Japan, Germany, Main Land USA and Ireland.
Some of our team are heading to China later this year having already attended a world launch event
there earlier in the year. We have some insightful educational features and even a very touching
short story from one of our distiller friends. Please do not miss Pat’s amazing cocktail column and if
you have time, take a look at our discussion about the environmental issues facing our industry. The
usual questions to our industry friends have been answered by some living legends. Elani, our art
director, has done a fantastic job again and we are grateful to all of our supporters and advertisers
for their kindness. Thank you and please do not hesitate to get in touch with your feedback and
comments. We very much hope you will enjoy our 4th issue.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: Wine & Spirit , 2008
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: The Insiders' Guide to Becoming a Yacht Stewardess
2nd Edition Julie Perry, 2020-12-31 Since 2006, The Insiders' Guide to Becoming a Yacht Stewardess
has been a must-read guide for hopeful, young travelers and those intrigued by a career path in the
super-yacht industry. Hundreds of yacht crew in the industry today used Julie's book to get
started---and succeed---working aboard yachts. Entertaining and educational, this book not only
covers who owns luxury yachts, where they travel, and what taking care of their eccentric owners is
like, but it describes the awe-inspiring benefits of the job, the skills required, and a clear-cut
roadmap for how others can do it, too. If the terrific pay and benefits that come from accompanying
celebrities and dignitaries on their private journeys around the world appeals to you, consider Julie
Perry your new career coach. Let her guide you to the sea of opportunity that awaits young travelers
in one of the world's most adventurous and mind-boggling industries: LUXURY YACHTING.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: The Oxford Companion to Spirits and Cocktails
Noah Rothbaum, 2021-10-14 The Oxford Companion to Spirits and Cocktails presents an in-depth
exploration of the world of spirits and cocktails in a ground-breaking synthesis. The Companion
covers drinks, processes, and techniques around the world as well as those in the US and Europe. It
provides clear explanations of the different ways that spirits are produced, including fermentation,
distillation and ageing, alongside a wealth of new detail on the emergence of cocktails and cocktails
bars, including entries on key cocktails and influential mixologists and cocktail bars.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: Culinary Careers Rick Smilow, Anne E. McBride,
2010-05-04 Recommended for readers seeking a thorough introductory exposure to today's
professional possibilities in the culinary world.—Eric Petersen, Kansas City P.L., MO, Library Journal
Turn a passion for food into the job of a lifetime with the insider advice in Culinary Careers. Working
in food can mean cooking on the line in a restaurant, of course, but there are so many more career
paths available. No one knows this better than Rick Smilow—president of the Institute of Culinary
Education (ICE), the award-winning culinary school in New York City—who has seen ICE graduates
go on to prime jobs both in and out of professional kitchens. Tapping into that vast alumni network
and beyond, Culinary Careers is the only career book to offer candid portraits of dozens and dozens
of coveted jobs at all levels to help you find your dream job. Instead of giving glossed-over, general
descriptions of various jobs, Culinary Careers features exclusive interviews with both food-world
luminaries and those on their way up, to help you discover what a day in the life is really like in your
desired field. • Get the ultimate in advice from those at the very pinnacle of the industry, including
Lidia Bastianich, Thomas Keller, and Ruth Reichl. • Figure out whether you need to go to cooking
school or not in order to land the job you want. • Read about the inspiring—and sometimes
unconventional—paths individuals took to reach their current positions. • Find out what employers
look for, and how you can put your best foot forward in interviews. • Learn what a food stylist’s day
on the set of a major motion picture is like, how a top New York City restaurant publicity firm got off
the ground, what to look for in a yacht crew before jumping on board as the chef, and so much more.



With information on educational programs and a bird’s-eye view of the industry, Culinary Careers is
a must-have resource for anyone looking to break into the food world, whether you’re a first-time job
seeker or a career changer looking for your next step.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: HotListings January 2010 ,
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: The Distilleries of Vancouver Island Marianne Scott,
2021-05-11 A guided tour that highlights the recent evolution of the 21 craft and artisan distilleries
that have sprung up on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands. In the past five years the number of
craft and artisan distilleries on Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands has more than doubled. A
change in the provincial liquor laws in 2013 made small-batch distilling a viable business and with
this alternative to high-volume, mass-market liquor comes a focus on local ingredients and
distinctive flavours. From relative veterans like Merridale and Sheringham, to the newest stills on
the block, you'll meet a group of entrepreneurs unbound by traditional liquor-making rules who are
creating vodkas, gins, whiskeys, and liqueurs with their own unique characteristics, using a wide
range of grains, fruit, botanicals, peat smoke, seaweed, and spices. Craft-spirits enthusiast Marianne
Scott introduces readers to the methods distillers use to develop their spirits, how they learned their
craft, the products they make, and the recognition they've garnered. With an introduction on the
history of spirit making and the process of distilling, a glossary of common distilling terms, cocktail
recipes inspired by each distillery's products, and a map to help you organize your ideal tasting tour,
Vancouver Island's Spirits has everything you need to jump into the region's burgeoning craft-spirits
scene.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: Hospitality Finance and Accounting Rob Ginneken,
2019-07-05 Hospitality Finance and Accounting provides a uniquely concise, accessible and
comprehensive introduction to hospitality, finance and accounting from a managerial perspective. By
avoiding unnecessary jargon and focusing on the essentials, this book offers a crucial breakdown of
this often overly-complex subject area. The concise chapters cover the essential concepts, ideas and
formulas to be mastered within the hospitality industry including income statements, balance sheets,
pricing and budgeting. Each chapter is split into two sections: theory and practice, giving students
practical insight into the everyday realities of the hospitality industry through case studies which
show how theories are applied to a range of relevant scenarios. Emphasis is placed particularly on
the practices of revenue and budget management within the food and beverage industry. This will be
an essential introductory yet practical resource for all Hospitality students and future managers
within the industry.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: World Whisky & more: issue 3 , It is a great
pleasure to see the amazing reception that the first two issues have had, and now here we go with
issue three. The diversity of contributors is just brilliant, not to mention that all the great and
legendary members of the whisky industry are continuing to reply to our call and are happy to
answer our main question about world whisky. We have welcomed new International Drinks
Specialists members and new contributors in the making of this issue and during our research we
have found true hidden gems again. Our contributors and specialists continued their journeys and
visited some excellent distilleries, and, from just popping down the road to see a friend in local
distilleries, to big intercontinental diplomatic visits, we carried on exploring. Personally I find it very
exciting to see environmental solutions and sustainability efforts at the distilleries that we visit and
write about, and wonderful to learn about all the innovation that helps world whisky to stay exciting
and relevant. It is heartwarming to see the beautiful feedback from our readers and from the whisky
community. Thank you so much for your support this year: Merry Christmas and see you in 2024.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: Harpers Wine & Spirit Directory , 2008
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: Routledge Handbook of Wine Tourism Saurabh
Kumar Dixit, 2022-11-25 Wine tourism or enotourism or oenotourism or winery tourism or
vinitourism is a special interest tourism that empowers local culture and spawns business
opportunities for the local community. The comprehensive Routledge Handbook of Wine Tourism
offers a thorough inquiry into both regular and emerging issues of wine tourism. Modern wine



tourism extends beyond the mere cultivation of grapes and the production and selling of wine. The
Routledge Handbook of Wine Tourism examines the complex interplay of market profiling,
sustainable regional development, and innovative experiential marketing constructs which, when
successful, contribute to the growth and sustainable evolution of global wine tourism. This handbook
examines how the success of various enotourism events such as vineyard visits, winery tours, wine
festivals and wine trails can stimulate the development of wine-producing regions and territories.
Incorporating the latest philosophies and research themes, this handbook will be an essential
reference for students, researchers, academics and industry practitioners of hospitality and tourism,
gastronomy, management, marketing, cultural studies, development studies, international business
and for encouraging dialogue across disciplinary boundaries.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: Sideways Uncorked Mira Advani Honeycutt, Kirk
Honeycutt, 2024-11-05 Two stories unspool in Sideways Uncorked: the story behind Alexander
Payne’s modern movie classic adapted from a most unlikely source—an unpublished novel by a
burnt-out ex-filmmaker and wine connoisseur Rex Pickett—and the world of Pinot Noir (and Merlot)
winemaking before and after Sideways was released. For as Kirk and Mira Advani Honeycutt show,
the movie was a pop-culture phenomenon that dramatically impacted the wine industry. Sideways
Uncorked offers a tour of the lush Santa Barbara wine country that forms the iconic backdrop to
Sideways, tracing the effect the story eventually had there and elsewhere. With ample narrative and
special features (such as a wine lineup of recommendations from various wine regions), this is a
one-of-a-kind illustrated book that will dazzle the palate of oenophiles and cinephiles alike.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: The Bar Owners' Handbook Ted Bruning,
2019-04-08 While pubs are closing, many new bars are opening. Brand new micropubs, craft beer
bars, cocktail lounges, wine and tapas bars, licensed cafés and even pop-ups are springing up at a
rate of 2,000 a year. There are now over 650,000 personal licences issued in the UK, which is
unprecedented. If opening and running your own bar appeals to you then The Bar Owners’
Handbook will steer you through the twists and turns of planning and licensing, finance, food
hygiene and every other hoop and hurdle in the obstacle race of the hospitality business.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: So Much More Zulema Arroyo Farley, 2019-09-10
The Last Lecture meets The Bright Hour in this poignant account of how the Latina Medium, Zulema
Arroyo Farley, lives life to the fullest, refusing to let a rare form of cancer and chronic illnesses
determine her destiny. On Zulema’s fourth date with the man who is now her husband, they created
a “Life List” of adventures they would share together; from skydiving, to luxurious trips around the
world, and as wine collectors, traveling the wine regions to meet their favorite producers. Wildly
successful and in love, Zulema was living a fairy tale. But, two years into their marriage, the Life List
took on a shocking urgency when she was diagnosed with sarcoma, an exceedingly rare and
incurable form of cancer, along with a host of other complex and mysterious medical conditions.
Challenged, but undaunted, Zulema relied on herself and those around her to summon the courage
to face her illnesses head on, while never forgetting to embrace the spirit of the Life List with every
passing day. Despite excruciating physical and mental pain, setbacks, and personal struggles,
Zulema is determined to not leave a second of life unexperienced. And in this new life chapter, she
reveals a long-kept secret: She’s a psychic medium. After years of seeing, hearing, and sensing
presences that others couldn’t see, she learns how to trust them through her hardest times and
channels her gift to serve for the good of all concerned. Her spirit guides and life wisdom will help
readers embrace her most important vision: There is always so much more to live, to love, to learn,
and to create.
  wine and spirit education trust level 1: The Sipster's Pocket Guide to 50 Must-Try BC
Wines: Volume 1 Luke Whittall, 2021-11-02 The perfect go-to guide for those looking to sip and
savour the province’s best and brightest. —Vancouver Sun A perfect pocket guide that collects 50 of
the most seek-worthy wines in BC from the wine expert who’s tried them all. In this handy portable
guide to the top 50 British Columbia wines under $50 a bottle, wine expert Luke Whittall abandons
the usual language of tasting notes in favour of a more personalized, approachable style, focusing on



experiences, good company, and where a wine might take your thoughts. As a wine industry
professional, Whittall found himself inspired more by the way non-professionals talk about wine than
the “hints of fresh cherries, dried herbs, and soupçons of eucalyptus” style often favoured in
traditional wine writing. Sipster’s Pocket Guide describes the experiences bound up in the tasting of
50 of the most amazing wines this province has produced, including reds, whites, rosés, sparkling,
and dessert wines. With its emphasis on affordability and personal experience, rather than vintner
and vintage specifics, Whittall’s guide reads less like the average wine fare and more like tips from a
funny, candid friend. Before you head to the liquor store to deliberate over your next sip, take a
glance through Sipster’s.
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